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SSPra-lB^R (CrCT) 

01 0305 COMSOPAC to CINGPAC Info COMIN^T^CTF 63 6l 62 COMCrSNPOPAC . 



% 

UNCI? C 



Most Secret. Fully concur with Comairsopac 310402. CACTUS 
not only a base of major value to nation holding but is first 
foot of ground taken from an enemy who has some cause to con- 
sider his armies invincible. The strength of his forces in 
and enroute to the area plus additional availa )le forces in- 
dicated as being prepared to move in and the relatively short 
line of communications leave no doubt of an all out offensive. 
Repeated and sometimes successful attempts to land infiltra- 
tion or advance troops clearly indicate CACTUS as a major 
preliminary objective. It is my considered opinion that at 
this time the retention of CACTUS ismore vital to the prosecu- 
tion of the v/ar in the Pacific than any other commitment. 
CACTUS cannot be held unless strong air forces of types of 
planes re^-uested in reference and in other dispatches of 
like import ulus inshore patrol forces previously requested be 
promotly sunplied. Comgensopac and Comtaskfor 62 have by 
hand. 



01 1315 COMINGH to CIITCPAC info COMSOPAC. 



Handle this with the greatest secrecy. At this distance it 
is difficult to understand how enemy operations such as are 
reported in Comgen 1st Mardiv 310200 and the destroyer oombard- 
ment in his 250955 can approach and proceed relatively un- 
molested . 



01 1256 COMSOPAC to CfOMINCH, CINCPAC CTFs 11.16.17.18 info LEARY etc . 

Operations September 1st. Handle as most secret . Enemy 
force estimated at least 2 cruisers 2 .)D located by SED- 
2 miles ’Vest TAIVO Point OTJADALCANAL 0050(-11) 31st. 

1 cruiser JINTSU class. Planes attacked 1 near miss on 
cruiser. 10 OBDs took o^f but lost contact v.-hen slips 
dispersed. 3 F4 planes failed to return from patrol went 
In response air raid alarm GUA'.ALCA1'AL 31st. Fletcher states 
SARATOGA able to make 14 knots but damage makes it necessairj’' 
return her PEARL. Leaving large part of her planes here for 
carrier replacement. 3 YPs arrived GUADALACAHAL . 



~SEcagr ~ 

■September (GC!T) 







01 1237 CTF 62 to G0IJ50PAC Info COMAIRF.QPAC. OOMINCH. CIHCPAC. 



^omamphorsopac fully supports the opinions expressed by 
Gomairsopac in his 310402 and recommend that the air sup- 
he desires be provided. Para. V/hile always in favor of 
the move to TULAGI it may be remembered that I warned that 
such a move to be permanently successful would entail con- 
tinuous support by strong Naval and air forces. Para. Here 
in the SOLOMONS we now have an unsinkable aircraft carrier 
which I believe may finally be multiplied into an invincible 
fleet adequate for a decisive move, out this will require 
, patience, and the determined support b^'" forces of a strength 
and character which you do not now have under your control. 
Para. The enemv is now hampered by his adventures in the 
ALEUTIANS and Eastern NE.V GUINEA. I believe that the im- 
mediate consolidation and extension of our CACTUS position 
is now possible and advisaole, and is a volden militarv 
opportunity that ought not be missed. 



01 2331 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info CQM30PAC. GOMAIRSOPAC. CTF 6l CGHD. 

Gomairsopac 310A02 Comsopac OIO305 all aircraft that can be 
spared from ENTERPRISE SAIiATOGA jeing transferred Comsopac 
for use present campaign. Employment carrier aircraft and 
pilots from shore bases necessary because of lack suitable 
Army type planes for GUADALCANAL fighting but such use car- 
rier pilots most uneconomic from military viewpoint and our 
present shortage trained carrier air groups. To ensure suc- 
cess present campaign steady flow to SoPac of suitable Army 
aircraft with trained pilots must be instituted at once. 
Consider P-38 A-24 B-25 1-26 suitable present types. Lly 
252241 and my serial 0164’.'^ of July 17, ’42. Let’s give 
CACTUP. the wherewithal! to live up to its name. Something 
for the Japs to remember forever. 



02 0300 COMSOPAC to MacARTTTJR. Info COMINCN. GINC^UC CG30PAC. 

Handle as most secret. Cominch 271320 (in 3 parts) refers 
me to you for emergency assistance my air effort. Situation 
CACTTF is most difficult and becoming critical due heavy and 
frenuent air attacks to meet which do not have fighters in 
sufficient minbers or adequate performance. Army P-400 sent 
CACTU*^ from POPPY exhausted. Replacements enroute cannot 
be made available CACFJ- prior late September and will be 
7*-39 type. Can you send me small force of P-38 fighters with 
pilots and few key mechanical personnel. I can provide trans- 
portation. 



863 




Your 271320 in 3 parts. In so far as 1 can determine I 
have no information as to types of aircraft embarked in ves- 
sels enroute F^lfv'AG. Nor have 1 been a ole to interpret the 
instructions to Harmon such as to rive me authority’ to divert 
aircraft in ships for use this area. 'A'hat I have urged and 
Harmon has likewise urged is that I be reenforced with air- 
craft (particularly fighters) of suitable types for effective 
use in present operations. I am asking Iv^acArthur for such 
P-38’s as he can spare from his present operations. I again 
urge that my requests and recuests of Harmon be civen favoraole 
and prompt consideration for the reasons previously given that 
other types of fighters not effective as evidenced that out 
of 14 P-400’s sent 'to ttAGTUS only 2 remained effective yester- 
day. In present operation we must have planes suitaole to 
effectively combat the enemy and P-39 series is not effective 
against his high altitude operations. Authority for diversion 
of S^niAC bombers in transit bj'- air is fully understood and 
has been and will continue to be applied with the most care- 
ful consideration requirements Sopac and Sowespac. 

01 2313 G.G. GAGTUS to GTF 62. Info C0M70PAG.' 

To GTF 62 Info ^omsopac from GAGTUC. V.y 202013 and Gomsopao 
201132. Aonears enemy is building up striking force by con- 
tinuous small landings during darkness. Due to difficult ter- 
rain areas are beyond range of land operations except at ex- 
pense of weakening defense of airfield. Ve do not have a 
balanced force and it is imperative that following measures be 
taken: Afirm. Base planes here capable of searching beyond 

stearainff range during darkness. Baker. Provide surface craft 
DD’s or motor torpedo 'coats for night patrolling. Gast. Pro- 
vide striking force for active defense by transferring 7th 
Karines to CA0TH7, If not prevented by surface craft enemy 
can continue night landings bevond our range of action and 
build up large force, 

03 1231 GOMBOPAG to GTF 11 . 16 . 18 . 17 .CQMINCH. GITIGPAG. G0~. nO',VE8PAC . 

Handle as most secret. Operations 3rd. B 17 on patrol made 
1 500 pound bomb hit on AO or AY Lat 7-16 South Long 158-3 
East liOO 2nd. Siiip stopped. Eire forward. Large oil slick. 
P3Y on patrol got near miss on DD possibly escorting SS at 
2-40 South I6O-I8 East 1100 L {-111. At 0500 L (-11) 2nd 
several hostile planes bombed GUADALCANAL. 1 killed 1 wounded. 
No material damage. At 1140 L (-11) 2nd 18 twin engined bomb- 
ers dropped bombs GUADALCANAL, 1 killed 5 wounded. 1 G3D 
destroyed also some Avgas and ammunition. Our planes brought 
down 3 bombers 4 ?eros. AA shot down 1 bomber. All our • 
Planes returned. Leary pass to KacArthur. Afternoon 3rd 
TF 18 arrived NOUMEA. WILLIAJ/l NARD BURRO'.fS unloaded and 
floated off SYLVIA reef after being aground for 3 days. 
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Septemb'jr (GOT) , 

03 0736 gOMSQPAG to CTF 17 Info 11.18.63.62. GINCPAG. 

While Taskforce 18 is engaged in replenishment and pending 
reorganization on carrier task forces the directive assigned 
carrier task forces in Mydis 271026 of August is modified 
as follows: Task force 17 operate generally south of lat- 

itude 12 degrees. Avoid remaining in same locality to 
prevent concentration of enemy submarines against you. De- 
stroy nromising targets whenever located. Your freedom of 
movement as may be required by the presence of enemy sub- 
marines or other is not limited by any general restrictions 
herein given. 

04 1116 COMSOPAG. to CTF l6 . 17 . 18. 62 . 63 . ll.GIUCPAC . CO^ro'WESPAGTOP . 

GOMINGH. MacART!-mW ^ 

Operations 4th. At 0200 L (-11) 3rd 3 hostile SS shelled 
CtUADALGAITAL. No damage. No casualties. Our planes 3rd 
straffed several boats and barp-es on and near beaches south- 
east TAITU Point. BUPROV/S departed GfUADALCANAL 1645 L (-11) 
4th. 

04 0300 COMSOPAG to GINCPAG. 

Your 032013 for your information I nlan to put the 7th 
Marines into GTTADALCANAL probably Southeast TAIVU Point as 
soon as plans and arrangements can be made. Desire but 
small force on T'\N7A?JI0N Island nossibly from a battalion 
of Army troops to permit preliminary work on air field that 
station and as deter^nt to enemy action against AVP opera- 
ting planes from GRAGJ0?^A Bay SAITTA CRUZ. Comsopac to 
Cincpac . 
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September (GOT) 








04 0610 C 3?.tAJ.^HIBI0US SOPAC to GO^'TRA^TSDIy 2 Info GOMINCH. CINGPAO . 

COMSQPAC'. ’ 

Ultra secret from Comp:enforsopac those not addressed stop 
decoding. Besrinning about 13 September under my command 
your unit ulus embarked troops plus raider battalion in 
APDs ulus approximately one third of 5th Defense Battalion 
will hold 2 battle rehearsals of landing on beach GREEN 
against opposition for establishment of strong supporting 
position. Troops will be commanded by a general officer to 
be named later. Para. Prepare detailed troop and material 
tsctiicsl plans suitable for rehearsals generally 
similar to CACTUS landing my OpPlan Afirm 3 Annex Dog ex- 
cept assume beachhead will be established by Raider Bat- 
talion during darkness. Propose withdraw surface vessels 
at tne of 14 hours therefore plan must be carefully drawn 
to ensure landing only essential personnel and material and 
rapid unloading at beach. Para. Poliowing points are 
emphasized Afirm countrj’’ is jungle with many streams., 
liotor vehicles must be few. Amphibian tractors and rubber 
boats will be required. Baker Engineering equipment largely 
hand operated. As many machetes shovels axes brush hooks 
intrenching tools as possible ulus wire and stakes. Sand- 
bags in bundles of 100. Camouflage nets. Lar.-e supply 
radio batteries all types. Paulins and flys for protect- 
ing stores. Nil tents except shelter hanves and few hos- 
pitals. Water filtration plants but nil distilling appara- 
tus. Cast. Carefully balanced stores for 30 days. Rations 
30 days class baker 10 days cast or king and 5 days dog. 
Gasoline kerosene in tins McCAV/LEY will land fuel in drums. 
Uog. 3 units of fire but maximum amounts grenades canister 
demolitions charges and land mines. Para. You will be able 
to land some excess vehicles prior to rehearsal to clear 
access to cargo. Para. You are aware of errors we made 
at CACTUS and RINGBOLT, Avoid them in this operation. 



05 1156 COMSOPAC to C0]\lIMCH. COliroVirESTPAGPOR . CINCPAC CT^ 11 17 

18. 62. 63. ciucsoirks'^Ac . ^ ‘ 

Handle as most secret. Operations 5th. 13 boats southeast 
ISABEL Island and 30 landing craft southwest coast 
‘■AP JORGE Island were discovered by GUADALCANAL air patrol 
3rd, were bombed strafed, most were left sunk or burning. 

^ 5 hostile DD's shelled OUADaLCATAL, 'sank 

LlTij^E and GREGORY. Casualties not vet known believed 
heavy. 
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SEPT GOT 




05 2005 CI'ICPAC to COMTASKFOR 1 Info 00 E INCH 

Utr.ost secrecy . In the event of threatened enemy landing 
in Hawaiian Sea P'rontier Task Force 1 with maximum avail- 
able screen will probably be ordered to sail immediately 
to repel the attack. I.iaxinium available cover by land 
based aircraft will be furnished. Current plans for 
your operations and training must be based on this con- 
tingency. 

05 2052 COKTASKFOR 11 to COMSOPAG info CINCPAC. CTF-18. C0I.1AIRS0PAC 

Arrived BLEACHER. Following shios to accompany SARATOGA 
Pearl: NEW ORLEANS, ATLANTA, PHELPS, DEWEY, WORDEN, 

CUMfvlIKGS, WILSON, Commander Cruisers Task Force 11 on 
MINNEAPOLIS. That ship with liACDONOUGH FARRAGIIT IJONSSEN 
GRAYSON being provisioned to capacity and awaiting your 
orders. No fuel available. Ships remaining in area have 
enough fuel to reach WHITE POPPY. Necessary this force 
fuel prior departure or enroute to Pearl. Transferring 
remainder aviation material BLEACHER, SAPIATOGA still has 
six officers Including flight surgeon and 86 men to trans- 
fer to her squadrons at ROSES and BUTTON. Am forwarding 
via airmail report as requested your 030600. Temporary 
repairs being effected. Will advise later when ready depart 
probably 3 or 4 days. Expect to make 15 knots enroute 
Pearl. No deaths and only few slight injuries as result 
of torpedoing. 

06 1146 COMtSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMSWPAC . CTF 11.16.17.18.62.63 

Handle as most secret . Operations 6th. Two B-17s bombed 
three enemy DDs 5th position 06-30 south Long 158-38 east 
results negative. 12 officers 226 enlisted from GREGORY 
and LITTLE reported rescued. Enemy force which sank them 
nov/ reported at least one cruiser two DD. Morning patrol 
from GUADALCANAL fifth sighted 15 large Jap landing boats 
each carrying about 75 men approaching northwest GUADALCANAL. 
Straffed boats three sank. P-400s attacked v/ith bombs and 
light machine guns, appeared to cause many personnel casual- 
ties. Bombs sank one boat. SBDs straffed boats on beaches. 
Believed to have destroyed several. 1245 L(-ll) 5th 26 tv/ln 
engined bombers covered by 20 zeros approached our position 
GTJADALCAKAL. Only fev/ our fighters intercepted due previous 
alert. These caused bombers to drop bombs ten miles west- 
ward LUNGA POINT. Two b embers one zero shot dovn . One F4P 
lost during boat straffing operation. Ghormley sends. Leary 
pass to Mac.Arthur. One F4F missing three damaged one pilot 
woTonded. Lieut F.C. Riley on patrol in PBY at 1310 Love 
5th shot down one Kawanishl type four engined patrol boat 
Lat 05-35 iouth Long. 163-02 east. Confirmed by second 
plane which saw , Jap plane burning in water. 

8S7 







Se-ptember (GOT) 

06 1720 GOMIITCH to Gincpac, GT7 8. and other commands concerned. 

The Joint Chie^ of Gtaff are addressing. Greenslade pass to 
De’<Vitt and furnish hira copy of CTF S 042027. r.iost secret. 

The occupation of PRI3IL0FF approved subject to provision 
last sentence Comtaslcfor 8 042027. V-odif ication of occupa- 
tion of T.iNAGA as set forth in CTF 8 052130 also approved. 

06 1950 CTF 8 to 0 INC PAG. 

Ivlost Secret. My 042027. Am in receipt of message from 
Bl^CKITSP stating he has orders from De .'itt to occupy PRI3IL0FF 
and will advise me when to supply escorts and length of time 
they will be required. I<5y present orders obligate all my 
surface forces in FIREPLACE operations as stated in reference, 
De’.Vitt has never asked me whether or not local naval forces 
are prepared to support PRI3IL0FF move. V/hen PPJ9IL0FF 
fighter strip is installed DeWitt apparently expects fighting 
planes stationed there without again consulting me although I 
command Alaskan air forces. I am in effect being ordered by 
De’Vitt to take certain action although in no v/ay subject to 
his command. Shall take no action nor reply to Buckner until 
I have your directive in premises. 

07 0452 Gomsopac to BOISE. Mac DO -TOUGH, and various others. 

Handle as most secret. A screening and attack force 
designated Task Force 64 is hereby established composed 
initially as follows : Rear Admiral V/right in MI^HTEAPOLIS 

Task Force Gommander v/ith BOISE HI^NZS LEATOER DESDIV 22 FARRA.- 
GUT and Ma c DOFOTTOH , Task Force 64 assigned temporaril:/ to 
Gomtaskfor 62 for operational control, units now at BLS/1.CITSR 
to act as escort for transport movement from BLS/'i.GHER to 
BUTTON as directed by Gomtaskfor 62. BOISE and LEANDER will 
join Task Eorce 64 at B^'TTCN. Gomtaskforce 62 and LEAiTDER 
have for action Gomtaskfor 18 for Info. 

07 1150 COILBOPAG to COMINGH. CINCPAG. COf.TSOWESPAG . Mac Arthur. 

G?F~"62. 11. 17. 63."^^ 

Operations 7th. Handle as most secret. On 6th 2 P3Ys at- 
tacked serial 43 lat 05 south long 163-50 east getting hits 
but no visible damage. 3-17 attacked serial 43 on 6th at 
latitude 07-30 south long 157-40 east. Many hits but Jap 
escaped in rain squall. 11 SBDs escorted by 6 fighters 
bombed installations and buildings south side GIZO harbor 
6th. Serious damage caused. No ships or planes seen. No 
AA. Reconnaissance shows 36 Jap landing boats were sunk 
SAN JOROE Island and CAPE E'PER/ITCE in attacks previously 
reported. During 6th and 7th Task Force 17 attacked 3 enemy 
SS'B. Results twice promising one negative. 
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September (G-CT) 

07 2305 CIWCPAC to COLl 12 Info COIv.ITJCn. 

Most Secret. For Admiral Nimitz only. During 6th and 7th 
TF 17 attacked 3 enemy subs vicinity 13-20 south 162-40 
east results 2 promising 1 negative. 11 SSD with 6 VF at- 
tacked installations and buildings OIZO causing serious 
damage 2 3BD lost in storm failed to return. No ships or 
planes seen and no AA. 36 Jap landing boats destroyed 
coast QTJADALCAJ'TAL in previously reported attack. Para. 

TF 64 Rear Admiral Wright MliTTFAPOLIS S0IS3 LEAIIDSR Desdiv 
22 FAREAOTJT MacDONODGH established as screening and attack 
force under Turner. Para. Ghomley rei^uests establishment 
advance supply base vVHITE POPPY. Has moved Bowman and staff 
to POPPY and requests additional personnel for AUCKLAND. 

SOUTH DAKOTA hit uncharted 35 foot pinnacle off entrance LAIII 
channel 5.5 miles bearing 321 from ilALINOA light. Damage 
to fuel oil and reserve feed tanks estimated time in dry 
dock for repairs 2 weeks. Because of possible speed re- 
duction to 20 knots Ghomley recommends her coming to PEAEtL 
which have approved. Para. 450 prisoners enroute LONGBOW 
in ZEILIN. CG CACTUS reports 6 OO casualties to date 
requests early replacement program. Para. Sub reconnais- 
sance results NAURU positively occupied by Japs land planes 
there. OCEAN negative. No shipping either place. Para. 
Theobald is unloading 1200 tons daily at FIREPLACE completion 
first nhase about September 13 th. Urges CG ALASKA push 
fighter field project ATKA now for completion both same 
time, 

08 1140 C0M30PAC TO GOI.miCH CTF 62 . 05 . 64 . 11 .17 . 10 CINCPAC . CQMSO'VESPAG 

Handle as most secret. Operations 8th. In attack on GIZO 
6th 2 SED'3 lost in storm on return trip. B-17 which 
attacked serial 43 6th ?iad 1 engine and upper turret put 
out of action but contimied search on 3 engines and strafed 
Jap landing boats south end I3AEEX Island. Hnemy SS was 
attacked by patrol plane 7th lat 07-12 south long 163-14 . 
East with bombs and mg. -^id not dive but returned with 
AA. Ho damage. In vlev/ probable attack tonii;:ht 8th by 
1 Jap CL 10 DDs, fuller and Eellatrlx directred stop un- 
loading GUADALCANAL proceed to eastward through Lengo 
Channel . 
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08 2237 



001>!:GE1s ALASKAN DEFENSE to C.0I>1ALSEC 
C0I.:AL5EC t»d on to CGMINGH. CIHCPAC 

Since sending my 060250 received following from GO W5C 
begin received message from CTP 0 outlining his object- 
ions to garrisoning PRIBILOPS whicli AdmirsLi Ulmltz con- 
curred in. If you (Buckner) agree with Theobald and 
CinCP'ac movement to Pribiloffs will be cancelled MOSES 
POIirr garrison going to ATKA as previously planned end 
paraphrase. I replied to Dewitt saying wc-'ld not occupy 
PRIEILCPPS at tills time but would send MOSES POINT gar- 
rison to ATKA. At later date contanplate sending gar- 
rison St. PAUL. 

CIUCPaC to COMSCPAC info GCMSO'^ESPAC . CIKCPAC-CCMINCH ADMIN ) 

Llake ready to turn over to MacArthur one regiment of 
3 ccmbat teams of experienced amphibious troops plus 
quota of. auxiliary troops and 1 division of combat 
loaded transports ’/dth attached AK. Leary pass to 
I'-acArthur. This at direction of Cominoh who is v/lth 
me. Cominoh headquarters pass to Army Chief of Staff. 

GOMINCH to CINCPAC. C.CMSOPAC info COESOV/BSPAG 




Handle with utmost secrecy. Following from ’?ar E-epartment 
is forv/arded for information: '.?ar Department records 

shov/ Amy planes In central and south pacific under liimltz 
control as of September 2nd as follows Heavy bombers on 
hand 75, enroute or being prepared 44 of which 6 are 
enroute SoWes'Pac. I'ledium bombers on hand 24, enroute or 
being prepared 11. i'i.ght bombers 7 on hand. Fighters 
on hand 270, enroute or being prepared 202 of which 30 
are being transferred from Australia. Para 2, 

Replacements set up for October are 12 heavy bombers, 

15 medium, 44 fighters. Para 3. 

?/ar Jepartnent considers that it is not possible to move 
short range aircraft from United States to GUADALCANAL 
in tine to meet present requirements there. Para 4. 

The ?-40 type is considered by 'Var Dept, as apparently 
suitable for use against Japanese types. Para 5, 

Above information subsequent to and supersedes Parts 2 
and 5 Cominch 271320. 
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COl^ISOPAC to CCMIKCH. CIKCPAC, CTF 62.17 .18.11.64 .65. etc . 

Operations 9th. Handle as most secret. 0100 (-11) 9th 
TULAGI shelled by 1 hostile surface craft. Ho damage. 
Convoy unloading TULAGI bombed 1900 (-11) 8th and again 
1140 (-11) 9th by 26 bombers which apparently also 
dropped bombs TASIMBOKO. Hear misses but no damage our 
ships. Our raiders and paratroops landed TAIVU POINT, 
GUADALCANAL daybreak 8th striking enemy position. After 
some skirmishing Japs withdrev/ to Southwest leaving large 
amounts food ammunition 4 75mm guns 1 37mm gtin consider- 
able radio equipment at least 27 dead Japanese. Village 
of TASIIvIBOKO was burned, i^arine casualties 2 dead 4 
wounded. Planes supported operation throughoti by bombing 
and strafing enemy positions. Our troops withdrew before 
dark. Estimate that enemy had a reinforced Battalion of 
not less than 1000 in area. Documentary evidence cap- 
tured not yet e::amlned. 
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SeT3tember (GOT) 



09 1016 COMSOPAG to TF 18 . 17 . 62 . 64 « 11 « 63 & Info comds concerned. 

Handle as most secret. This is part 1 of 2 part dispatch. 
OnPlan 3-42. Task Organization of (A) Task Force 6I, SoPac 
striking force, Rear Adniral Noyes consists of Task Force 
17 and Task Force 18 (B) Task Force 62, SoPac Anphibious 
Force plus 5 DMS’s. Reneat of Finron 1 Rear Admiral Turner 

(C) Task Force 63, Air Scouting and attack force Rear 
Admiral McCain consists of SoPac area aircraft and tenders 

(D) Task Force 64, screening and attack force Rear Admiral 
V/right as Initially constituted in my 070452. Para 1. 

Enemy action and changes in the situation since August 27 
have necessitated regrouning of certain Task Forces and 

a modification in the general concept expressed in mydis 
271026 of August. Since our seizure of CACTUS - RINGBOLT 
the enemy has attacked regularly by air and conducted night 
raids by surface forces. On two occasions approaches yy 
hostile transports have been turned back. A hostile land- 
ing attack in force has not developed JUt remains a strong 
possibility. Para 2. This force, by a combination of our 
shore based aircraft, carrier aircraft, surface vessels and 
defending troops, will (A) Defend and strengthen the CACTUS- 
RINGBOLT position and existing bases and (3) Destroy prom- 
ising enemy targets when they appear while remaining in 
readiness to prevent a landing in force. Comgensopac has 
by hand. Leary pass to MacArthur. 

09 1018 This is part 2 of above. 

This is part 2 of my 091016. Most Secret. Para 3. Afirm. 
Sopac striking force operate generally south of latitude 12. 
Destroy promising targets wherever located in order of prior- 
ity carriers transports battleships cruisers destroyers ship- 
ping. Freedom of movement this force as may be required by 
presence of enemy submarines and other vessels not limited 
by general instructions herein given. Baker. Amphibious 
Force defend and strengthen CACTUP-RIN9B0LT positions and 
expedite development of airfield CACTU'^’, mop un adjacent 
enemy outposts, prepare to occupy APRICOT on further directive, 
maintain the flow of supplies. Cast. Air Scouting and At- 
tack Force continue search desi/?ned for timely location of 
the approach of enemy in force, gain control of the air over 
CACFTg-RIITG BOLT, destroy enemy ships located. Dog. Screen- 
ing and attack force operate in support of other task forces 
as directed but initially under operational control of CTF 
62. Para NRay. Task groups will be assigned to various 
forces for the accomplishment of special operations as the 
need occurs. In carrying out this plan \vhich leaves much to 
the initiative of Task Force Commanders keep in mind that 
there is no quicker means to ultimate victory than the sink- 
ing of enemy ships. Para 5. Communications accordance Pac 
70 and other special arrangement. All Taskforcoms CACTUB 
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Se-pt ember (GOT) 

09 1018 GOMSQPAC (Continued) 

and other newly established land forces initially on Task- 
forcoms frequency. This plan cancels the directives con- 
tained in my dis 271026 of August and ray dis 030736 of 
September and is effective on signal. 

10 0255 GOMSOPAC to CTF 64.61, 6 3. 62. 17.18. Info C0^:i?ICH. CINCPAO . 

comgeHsopagT ^ 

Enemy information additional that given para 1 my Op Plan 
3-42 follows: Indications of strong landing force sailing 

from TRUK on 9th for CACTUS via UUKA. Can arrive CACTUS 
area by 12th. Ultra. 1 OV and several DDs only naval units 
thus far associated this move. 7 XCV’s and CV’s excluding 
one damaged strongly indicated as in or close to TRUK, some 
possibly further south. Believe 4 available for task forces. 
Other 3 ferrying. PiEKATA Bay believed either in use as sea- 
plane base or detachment there to service planes which may 
arrive during pending operations. Comairsopac pass to Com- 
gen CACTUS verbally by pilot first opportunity. Comgensopac 
has by hand. 

10 1156 GOMSQPAC to COMINCH info CINCPAC. COMGENSOPAC. 

Handle as most secret. Your 08237. Situation SOLOIJONvS not 
viewed as transitory. Anticipate intensive air action for 
months to come and movement of fighters from United States 
to this area should be continuous. Suitability is relative. 
Unquestionably the high altitude performance of P-38’s and P- 
48’ s make the more suitable than any of the P-39 or P-40 
series, '^ill make maximum possible use ^Vrmy fighters of 
whatever type available this area. Of P-40 series the P-40L 
with VI 65 O- 1 engine considered best. Although War Depb states 
that the P-40 type is considered as apparently suitable for 
use against lap tM>es there are no ?-40’s this area or 
enroute exceut a fev; P-40 E-l at BLEACHER. Refer Harmons 
despatch to Slarshall of Sept 8 Comairsopac 310402 and my 
270226 Aug and 020400 Sept. 
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September (GOT) 

11 0516 GOilSOPAC to GINGPAC Info COMINCH. 



Handle as most secret. Situation as I view it today ex- 
tremely critical. Ultra information indicates enemy Naval 
Military forces in superior strength in TRUK SOLOHOI^S PLAN 
area. Same source indicates nowerful effort against CACTUS 
area. Rain has reduced efficiency CACTUS field to point where 
several planes crashed in take off. We hope hostile attack 
will find us with dry field, l^arston mats being moved to 
CACTUS slowly. Even with mats it may be necessary, judging 
from experience other fields, to rebuild field laying a firm 
base although information lacking this respect. Turner en- 
route CACTUS todaj' for first hand information. Pood situation 
CACTUS not good. Cur transportation problem increases stead- 
ily as Japs perfect their olockade methods. Becoming increas- 
ingly apparent that ships can remain in area only during day- 
light and then unloading frequently interrupted by air raids. 
Sooner or later we are bound to lose some of our valuable 
AIC’s on this duty. Hue to operational and combat losses our 
effective air strength CACTUS yesterday was 11 F4-P4’s 22 SBD’s 
3 P/fOO’s. Arrival plane reinforcements this area as we see 
it: 58 single engine Army fighters in TILERY and ViUIPPLE 

20 pilot replacements, 12 Navy PBY5A’s from central pacific 
if replaced from U S but positive information lacking, 19 
Marine P4P4’s and 19 Marine S3D3's in SA1.M0NDGP0RT , 21 Marine 
F4P4’s and 12 Marine SBD3’s in COPAHSE. Difficulty landing 
planes from ship to field but expect to find a way. Due 
reduction in otir carrier strength their relative effectiveness 
as a striking force has been greatly reduced. Great free- 
dom of action must be allowed Task Force Commanders in order 
to get better than an even exchange of losses. Due to this 
lack of effective striking force, threat of hostile attack in 
great strength, and Jap infiltrations in unknown strength am 
planning to emnloy ?th Marines to augment strength CAGTU8, 
however this can be done in time ohly if hostile attack de- 
layed beyond date now anticipated. Referring Cincpac 081736 
relative having experienced amphibious troops ready to turn 
over to MacARTHUR, it appears at present time that onlj'" 
regiment is 8th Marines which will be ready about 1 October. 

11 1320 COMSOPAC to COMINCE. CTF 6l. 62 . 63 . 64 .CINCt^AG . COUBQY/BSPAC . Mao A. 

Operations 11th. Handle as most secret. PBY on patrol 10th 
lat 05-30 south Long 162-52 east attacked serial 43 . Some hits 
but no apparent damage. At 0015 and again at 0130 L (-11) 10th 
hostile DD shelled TIJLAGI harbor. Hit and destroyed YP previous- 
ly damaged. Our SBD’s bombed sceened village vicinity VISALE 
GUADiiliCANAL believed occupied by «taps. At 1225 L (-11) 10th 
27 twin engin bombers dropped bombs on position GUADALC^JLAL. 

11 killed 14 wounded. Attacked by F4F4*s. 4 bombers shot 

down. Our losses 1 fighter missing 1 badly damaged. 24 F4F4 
to fly S^ilTTO to GUADALCANAL today 11th patrol plane 1053 L 
(-11) 11th after reporting 1 DD and 1 AK lat 02-05 south long 

(Continued on next page) 874 
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long I 6 O -40 east in vicinity was attacked by enemy plane type 
unknovm and was apparently shot down. Presence enemy carrier 
that vicinity a possibility. 

09 2300 COI.IAMPHFQRSOFAC TO GOMSOPAG INFO CINCPAC COMIh^CII 

Treat as ultra secret to be decoded only by adee. Tie only 
experienced amphibious troops in Sopac are those in Cactus 
and it is impracticable to v.'ithdraw* them para 7th regiment 
left the east coast in March and has since encaced in 









establishing a garrison defense in straw. 



The last 
1941 and 
in St^av/, 
. It can 



time it 
presum- 
There- 
be made 



received. Amphibious training was in August 
ably it irns received little field training 
fore it is not ready for amphibious combat, 
ready for a comparatively simple landing such as Talvu Point 
in 1 week, and can probably be placed In a reasonable state 
of ef fee tiveness to face real opposition in about 1 months 
uninterrupted amphibious and field training. The 7 th regiment 
iias no amphibious tractors and no antiaircraft elements para 
Cresent City Hayes Adams Jackson Alchlba now carrying this 
regiment probably require considerable reloading of cargo to 
meet combat conditions. Alchlba should have services of 
’-Vhitney to repair generator for about 1 v/eek. Otherwise 
vessels are available para v/hile not required by your 082140 
I respectfully invite attention to the present Insecui’e posi- 
tion of Cactus and Kingbolt. Adequate air and naval strength 
ha\-e not been made available to ensure their security, and 
in the absence of these forces much greater dependence must 
be placed on troop defense. Vandergrlft consistently has 
urged he be reenforced et once by at least 1 more regiment 
as essential to clearing enemy out of north Guadalcanal and 
I concur. In addition it is essential that v.'e occupy Ndeni 
as soon as possible and establish numerous outposts in other 
positions if v;e are to have a reasonable expectation of 
bringing the southeast Solomons under a firm control v/hlch 
is the prerequisite for any successful offensive against the 
enemy in the Rabaul -Bougainville region either from here or 
Australia. This will require more troops that we liave or 
have in prospect. 



11 2130 CTF-S TO CIIJCPAC 



/ 




Host secret. Oomtaskfor 8 reports progress of Fireplace. 

3 transports 1 cargo vessel and 15 barges unloaded. 2 more 
cargo vessels will be imloaded in about 2 days. This will 
complete phase 1 and task 1 of project. 4th transport de- 
parting Kodiak for Fii’eplace about 12 September. 2nd convoy 
barges left Chernofskl on 10 th. Next ship convoy leaves 
Chernofski 17th for fireplace vrith 1 transport scheduled 
for cavern. Army has constructed flying field by draining 
Sweeper Creek reports 9000 feet long and average width 500 
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hard sand. ?irst place B 18; pilot Colonel Eareckson landed 
yesterday 10th reports field best in Alaska. P 38s being 
sent fire pice, today to base and operate frora there. Believe 
ftovenent still not knovra to enemy. 



G me PAG T O COlimCK mFO GOL'SOPAC 



In view of Ohormleys 11Q51G I consider his plan to use 
3th Viarines if necessary to reinforce ilacArthur is best 
that can be done under the cii*c\imstances . 



12 0530- COiVAlIPHQi:SO?AG TO COKSOPAC IkFO CTF 61 -.62. £3 CIKGPAG C0i.fIt?CH 



1., Ultra seci’et. P'rojn Goranphorsopac . Personal reconiialssance 

atnd a careful review of situation v/ith Goinsen 1st Llardiv 
confirms opinion expressed my 092300 that at least 1 more - 
■ regiment is essential to defense Cactus now. Vandergrift 

and I agree that control of north coastal plain requires 
dispersed strong points with troops and coastal antiaircraft 
artillery and additional airfields, but snvily Immediate 
,l threat shown your 10025S air confirmation by Opnav are of 

opinion Kukum. should be reinforced at once para urgently 
jv . recoraraend a pproval tny departure from Button for Cactus 

morning of 14th local with UcGawley transdlv 2 7th l.iarines 
Task Force G4 covered and supported by Task Force 61 and 63. 
7th Marines will disembark tc east of Tonaru River. CJW 
front will be dPTLU para later deployment will depend on 
,, ' developments. 



12 1241 COMSOPAC TO COmCH CirCPAC C0MS”/PACF0R etc. 







Operations 12th. Handle as most secret. 1240- L (-11) 11th 
2G bombers covered by zei*os bombed Guadalcanal. 6 killed 
29 wounded. 1 P-400 burned 1 F4P badly dariared. 6 bombers 
1 zero shot down. 1 P4? lost pilot reco area. B-17 on ■ 

photo mission over Guadalcanal' 1500 L (-11) 11th shot dovm " 

4 sero. 120Q M (-12) 11th SEp'S attacked Gizo with 8 500 
pound bombs. Buildings destroyed. Strafed and sanlc small 
boat near Gizo on return trip. Af 1350 L (-11) 11th 11 
SBP’S wenb to attack cruiser 2 DDs bearing 500 from Gaadal- 
canal . Contact made^but ho hits due low ceiling. At 0217 L 
(-11) 12th Mackinac^ in Gra'ciosa Bay Udenl Island was shelled 
by presumed 33. ’6 shots no damage. Ghorraley sends. 

Carpe.nde'r pass, to LiacArthur. 








September (GOT) 












13 0540 CO^ISOPAC to GTF 6l. 62. 63. 64. Info 00?aNCH. CINCPAG . 

Most Secret. Execute reinforcement GAGTUS proposed by 
Gomamphibsopac 120530 subject to following directives. 

Close air coverafl^e of CACTIT*^ area by CACTUS based planes. 
Task force 6l support operation by destroying threatening 
hostile vessels with special attention hostile carriers. 
Task Force 63 intensify search operations with due regard 
physical and material limitations. Task Force 64 under 
operational control of Task Force 62. Comsopac OpPlan 3-42 
remains in effect. 



14 0133 CTF 63 to GTF 6l Info COIiSOPAC. 

Hef your msg to me via patrol plane reouesting info 
Turners plan. Turner departed 0600 L (-11) today Monday 
to arrive 0500 L (-11) l6th off Tenaur Point CACTUS. Route 
via east and north "LITTON south and west SAli CEISTOSiVL 
east and north CACTUS. Task Force 64 operates within 100 
miles to westward transports until rendezvous lat 11-20 
long 161-50 at 1600 L (-11) 15th. His force will land 
7th Marines between TEIIARU and block 4 rivers CACTUS com- 
pleting operation by 2000 L (-11) l6th. Above from his 
Oplan A15-42 of 13 September. Aircraft on CACTUS will 
provide close coverage this force and at moment are suf- 
ficient this purnose. You and I to support operation as 
indicated Comsopac 130540, 

12 0544 COMSOPAC TO CCKtlUCH IIIPO CIHCPAG CTF 61 CTF 17 BUAER 



Following is encipherment Comgen Cactus mallgram 030G00. 
Action Comsopac Info Comairsopac and Gomtaskfor 62. 

"Your 300259 since installation 90mm antiaircraft Jap 
bombing operations conducted from 24 to 27,000 feet. 
P-400 ’s service ceiling precludes their use for inter- 
ception at these altitudes. In fighter combat at lov/er 
altitudes they cannot turn v/ith zeros diie heavy wing 
loading. F4P4's able fight or Intercept altitudes tip 
to 30,000 feet. In combat with zeros here they have 
proven equally maneuverable and superior in fire power. 
Zeros arrive here with heavy gas load and avoid full 
throttle maneuvers. This factor increases apparent 
super-' or perfonnance of P4P4’s". 
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15 0039 



G_QIyISOPAC TO C0T4H<CK CISC PAG COIJS'QY/ESPACFOR. MAC ARTHUR etc. 

Operations 14th. Handle as most secret. Rekata Bay 
13th. B-17 on patrol attacked 4 serial 33 ' s on v/ater. 

1 burned 1 damaged. Same plane attacked by 2 serial 33 's 
in air believe 1 shot' down. Sov/espacfor S3, reports 
believes sanlc enemj’' CL 2 Sept off Savo Island. Luring 
night of 12th-13th and during 13th Ouadalcanal under 
continuous attack including night bombardment by at 
least 1 cruiser and ,4 DLs both TULAuI and GUADALCANAL, 
probable landings west of Taivu Point and active 
patrolling in or near our positions. Some casualties 
and light damage from naval .gunfire . Fire returned of 
our 5 inch. 1 enemy shi-p believed hit. Enemy main- 
tained continuous air patrol over area until davm. 

•051D 1 (-11) 13th plane formation reported approachin^r 
Guadalcanal from northwest. Oi.u* .olanes took* off but 
enemy turned back. 1020 L 13th 2G zero's over Guadal- 
canal engaged by 2B Grumrmns. 1535 L 20 twin engine 
bombers covered by Zero's intercepted by 20 Grummans 
caused bombers to Jettison bombs 15 miles awav. 1730 
L 13th 2 single float planes shot 1 SBD.* Enemy 

air losses 4 zeros 4 bombers. 2 Grummans erased 2 
missing. On ground our losses 4 killed 12 wounded. 

Jap losses exceeded 40. Enemy force consisting 3 BBs 
4 cruisers, 4 DDs, 1 A? sighted 1030 L 14th lat 7-40 3 
long. 1G5-50 east course 140. Was attacked at 1515 L 
by 9 B-17s. First report states 2 hits 4 near mis.ses. 
Another hostile force 1 GV, 3 cruisers, 4 DDs reported 
lat 06-30 south long 164-ly east at 1140 L 14th course 
160. Throughout day Guadalcanal attacked by enemy 
ground forces all sectors. Last report states situa- 
tion satisfactory. 3rd Battalion 2nd Marines shifted 
from Tulagi to Guadalcanal. Usual daily bombing raid 
14th was by 26 twin engine bombers. At* 0930 L 4 zeros 
on floats approached field and were destroyed by VP 5 
pilots. 25 land zeros 3 Pokkewulff bombers over field 
at 1340 1 zero 1 bomber shot dov/r. . 12 single engine 

land planes delivered bombing attack at 1830 L 14th. 
Todays attack believed to indicate heavy bombers being 
saved for special mission. 

CTF-G TO CIFCPAC 

Longview with bomber and fighter field Is key of 
further Aleutian operat'-'on but it stands alone 330 
miles from Kappylark the nearest supporting position 
■of strength. Securely held it is springboard of our 
future offensive and safeguard' against further, enemy 
advance. Its loss vvould at once give enemy staging 
land fields as far east as Cavern whose capture v^ould 
Inevitably follow that of Longviev/. This would cre.tite 



GT]CP.!?f — “ 
Septeiiibei'* (OCT) 




(Continued) 

Imnediate enduring threat to Happylark and ’Vhirlaway. 
Recognize defense of Longview Is army job but is matter 
of serious concern to Kavy as all operations in this 
area must, be joint. In long period* of low vlsabiUty 
so frequent here or if our comparatively weak offensive 
air forces should be neutralized, mobile ground defense 
must be strong enough to garantee to T'.S. security of 
this base. Reenforcement after an enemy attack is launched 
would be extremely difficult if not impossible. Consider 
full strength triangular division plus specialized units 
with strong, tank support in addition arid* decided early 
reenf orcement of Army Alaskan offensive air forces is 
essential. Present plans as now known to be provide by 
end of October mobile ground troops of approximately one 
third this infantry and artillery strength and no tanks. 

Am of opinion that even these forces are arriving at 
Longview at a rate which is endangering operation as 
planned by neglecting consideration of time factor so 
essential to success despite the favorable start which 
apparent lack of enemy observation and consequent enter- 
prise has permitted to date. The last troop echelons 
arrive the end of October. 



) } 15 0929 
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CTF-17 TO COilSOPAC II-IFO GTIICPAC COIIIIICH etc. 

Handle with utmost secrecy. At 1440. ^ASP torpedoes lat 
12-32 long 1G4-I5 burning fiercely. Believe casualties 
heavy. From. TB3 intercepted partial report from Cuncan 
to Juneau that Captain .and Admiral were* on bridge of 
•VASP v/hen bridge blew up. TF-IS remaining with '7ASP. 
IJorth Carolina received one torpedo hit frame number 60 
port at 1452. Is vrith me and can make 24 knots. OBrien 
received one torpedo hit damage local he can make 15 
knots. Ordered to Btatton. 1730 in lat 12-45 165-05 
course 085 speed advance IP. Win continue on present 
course until 0700 local tomorrow then 145 T. Am sending 
15 SBD to Dutton to make room for recovery .’.Vasp aircraft. 
Prom CTP-17 passed by Gomairsopac. 



15 1255 SCOTT 70 CHORI.ILEY INFO MCCAIH I.IURRAY TURNER. 





Handle with utmost secrecy. Necessary to destroy Wasp 
completing destruction about 200 li (-12) 15th. Have lost 
touch with Hurray. Unable to entirely break his 160929. 
Request rendezvous he designated. This from Scott to 
Ohormley info. HeCaln I.lurray Turner. Have assumed temporary 
command will arrive 25 miles north Espiritu Santo at. 1700 
iv! (-12) ,16th. Will send in plane to make arrangements 
land badly wo\mded from DDs. Request instructions other 
survivors. Total number not known but in -5 DDs. Loss of 
life believed small. Noyes and Sherman in Parenholt 
apparently go.od qhape. 
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16 1220 OOL'^OPAC to OOlig/iTPAC. GTF 62.63.61.17.6/4-. CONHIOH. CIITCPAC. 

Operations l6th. Handle as most secret. 15th 2 B-17’s 
combed enemy base PTHCITA Pay started fires. Light at 
1000 Love (-11) l6th 13 SPD's and 5 T3F’s attacked 3 enemy 
CL’s 4 DD*s lat 07-37 south long 156-55 east. 1 torpedo 
hit on CL. 1 bomb hit 2 near misses on 2nd CL. 37 enemy 
land planes approached to within 100 miles CUADALCAITAL 
bearing 290 but turned back at 1200 love (-11) loth. 

Chormley sends. Carpender pass to WacArthur. 

17 1216 COJIPOPAC to Comlnch. CPICPAC. COMCOVHilSPAC. CTF 17.62. etc. 

Operations 17th. Handle as most secret. l6th 2 3-17 ’s 
bombed dock area CIZO. No ships present. 1 3-17 strafed 
shore installations PAPCATA 3ay 1 enemy plane on beach. 

On CUADALCAI'TAL l6th active patrolline’ continued by 
t'arines. Only 1 lis-ht contact. Enemy troops there ap- 
pear be awaiting reinforcements. 14 33D's bombed 1 CA 
believed KAKO class and 2 DD’s at 1750 (-11) l6th Lat 
08-07 south Long 150 east. No hits. Several near misses. 

’ Ships continued on course 120. 

18 12 31 CHOm^LEY to CINCPAG. COHIT-TCII. C0?.TS^,’.TAC . etc. 

. Operations 18th. Handle as most secret. 17th B-17 

bombed ships CIZO at 0355 Love (-11). Nil hits. /mother 
3-17 bombed shore installations GIZO at 1110. No ships 
present. 3-17 bombed shore installations PJillvATA Bay. Result 
undetermined. From GUADALCANAL four planes made -inef- 
fective attack on two enemy CA’s lat 07-50 south long 157- 
30 east at 1310 love 17th. Active patrolling continued 
by Marines at GUADALC/uIAL. Several contacts with enemy 
patrols to south of position. Ghormley sends. Carpenter 
pass to MacArthur. Task force 65 began landing 7th 
marines reinforced at 0600 love 13th at GUADALCANAL. Ho 
hostile activity air or grovmd up to 1835 love 18th. 

18 1140 C0M70PAC to CIITCPAC info COMINCII. 

Handle as most secret. Brief summary CO \'IAPF preliminarj'- 
report. V.'hile covering movements TF 65 enroute CACTUS 
NA'^P had just finished launching 200 mile afternoon search 
and vms turning to base course when at about 1444 mike (-12) 
15 th 3 torpedoes sighted close aboard 3 points forward 
starboard beam 4th torpedo passed ahead. Two hits well 
below water line between bow and cridge. Third torpedo 
broached then .submern-ed and hit close to surface 50 to 75 
feet forward, bridge. All hits vicinity ^^asoline tanks 
and ma^razines. 45 planes lost with ship. Bad fires below 
decks and in hangers. 'Starting immediately with torpedo hi t - 
continuous explosion ready ammunition particularly noted. OoU 
About 1505 M severe internal explosions followed shortly 
by severe explosion in hangar. Bevere ^ire throughout ship. 
V/AGP finally destro 3 '-ed by torpedoes. Comsopac sends. 
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CCMINCII TO CIITCPkC TMFO COTOOPAC G0MS0’'/E3PAC I.IACAKTIIUR 



Threat as ultra secret. LlacArthurs 0500 to Llarshall 
quote in case the enemy launches a sea air and land 
attack at Hew Guinea what assistance may I expect from 
the Pacific Fleet. The naval forces at my disposal 
are minor in strength, practically half were lost or 
seriously damaged in the Solomons operations, and my 
air and ground troops are entirely inadequate to meet 
a balanced attack from the enemy comprising large sea 
elements. In my 0367 A\xgust 20 I suggested that the 
naval force under Admiral Ohormley include in its 
mission the covering of the southeastern tip of Hew 
Guinea but this was disapproved both by him and by 
Admiral Himitz. It is absolutely essential that I be 
informed as to what the Navy contemplates in case of 
a seaborne attack on Hew Guinea so that I can plan 
accordingly;. I regard the potential situation v/ith 
the gravest concern unquote. Comment. Carpender pass 
to I !ac Arthur. 



20 1240 GOMSOPAO to COMIHGII. GiriOPAC. 00I>1SV.?A0. OTF 17 62 63 64. etc . 

Operations 20th, Handle as most secret. Estimated 4 DD’s 
bombarded CtU/J3ALGATTAL from 2400 to 0100 L (-11) 19th. 2 

killed 2 wounded, lap ground patrol was wiped out in only 
contact 19 th. 19 th P-I 7 bombed AOGO area GIZO. B-I 7 
bombed another strafed REKATA Bay. 7 enemy killed in 
mooning up operations FLORIDA Island 20th. P-400 's bombed 

and strafed near ErPEPAlICE. Indications there that con- 
siderable enemy stores destroyed in strafing of 17th, 6 

S7D 6 Grunmans attacked shore installations RSKATA Bay 
20th. No afirra no shins no nlanes. Carpender pass to 
Wac Arthur. 

20 1542 GOMINCH to CINCPAO Info CO-'TQPAC. 

Utmost secrecy. Desire early detailed report of tactical 
situations existing: at the times of recent successful -Tap- 
anese submarine attacks. It is obvious that orotracted 
operations of our task forces on a strategically static 
bases in submarine infested waters is proving increas- 
inp“ly hazardous. The determination of escort require- 
ments as demonstrated by tactical experience, particularly 
for carrier operations, has an important bearing on other 
operations in prospect and on the destri cution of destroy- 
ers. 
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S3PTW.BBR (GOT) 

20 0U5 CINCPAC to COMINCH. Info to CQ-^rSOPAC. C0M30\VESPAG . MacAKTHUR. 

Your 182200. Retention our present holdin#;s in SOLOMONS 
and NS’iV GUITTEA vital to success future offensive operations. 

If enemy uses transports under naval escort or covering 
force to make attack from seaward against MORESBY consider 
this should afford Ghormley opportunity to attack enemy 
expedition. Success of such attack would depend unon timeli- 
ness and accuracy of information of enemy obtained by 3O7ffiS?A0 
air reconnaissance cma relative strength of enemy naval 
forces involved and losses inflicted by SOVraSPAC air at- 
tacks. Nntil direction of enemy movement has been definitely 
determined to be against MORESBY with no concurrent attempt 
on GUADALGANAL consider present conditions make first duty 
of Sopac Naval Forces protection of GUADALCAITAL and its 
coraniunications from attack while it is aeing consolidated. 
Later best eraplojonent would nrobaoly be to cover our ex- 
pansion along SOLOMONS when it is undertaken. If we can 
maintain sufficient pressure in SOLOMONS I believe this will 
prevent landing attack in force against MORESBY particularly 
if allied aircraft based in NEV/ GUINEA remain active. 

20 1322 GOMSOPAC to GTF 17 Info CINCPAC. GTE 18. 62. 63. 6A OOLISOWESPAG . 

C0kBATDlir~gT 

Handle as most secret. Mission to support withdrav/al task 
force 65 completed. Pending arrangements for task force 
reorganization the carrier task force with attached units 
will operate in the retired area defined celow prepared for 
offensive action against suitable enemy tar -ets located v.lthin 
striking distance. Operate in general area bounded by 
latitude parallel 13 and 20 degrees south meridians 165 and 
177 east. Avoid direct routes POPPY - BUTTON and ’OPPY - 
FAJTTAiT insofar as practicable. Rendezvous for task force 
units now at LTIITE ’’O'^l’Y and Task Force 64 units from ^TTON 
to Join you will be designated later in order effect re- 
organization of task forces in accordance with instructions 
to be issued. 
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20 2100 CTF-8 to CG ALASKAN DEF INFO COMINCH CINCPAC 



I gathered from our conference yesterday that Alaska 
Army Air Forces should be somewhat Increased especially 
the B-25 for use as torpedo planes with eventual number 
of latter type set at 3 squadrons or 48 planes In full 
operation, Butler now reports that your Chief of Staff 
told him air force strength would remain unchanged 
until completion Fireplace operations. Thereafter 
Alaska air forces would be reduced as follows: Fighters 
from 6 squadrons to 4, loss 50 planes. Medium bombers 
from 3 squadrons to 2 and 13 operating planes per 
squadron, 2G crews total. This would give 26 operat- 
ing medl\im bombers and 8 spare planes. Heavy bombers 
cut from 3 to 2 squadrons loss 8 planes. Also losing 
the medium bombers used for coastal patrol on eastern 
Gulf of Alaska. My 150039 stated that Fireplace re- 
quired permanent Increase Alaska air forces. Consider 
nlnlraum requirements of planes in full operations for 
Alaskan air forces are following: Heavies 32 and 

mediTjuns 48, fighters 150 with 13 old mediums for 
coastal patrol v/ith adqquate spare planes of each 
type to permit overliaul and repair. 



Your 201322, Desire consideration be given anchoring 
carrier task and other covering and striking forces 
at White Poppy or other protected anchorages except 
when employed for specific tasks. This v/ill decrease 
hazard from subs conserve fuel save wear and tear and 
give air groups better chance to train. Request re- 
ports required by Cominch 201542 be obtained from Task 
Force Commanders remaining your area. Also your comments. 



To be handled most secretly. Your confidential letter 
32CL-42. Am I authorized retain Murray as carrier 
task force commander with Lee in Washington part of 
that force. 



21 1221 COMSOPAC INFO COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 17.62.63.64.65. 



Operations for 21st, Handle as most secret. On Guadal- 
canal 20th during day only 1 contact along Lunga ^Iver 
v/here ground patrol killed 19 with loss 2 wounded Miarlnes. 
At 2100 L(-ll) 20th enemy launched nuisance raid against 
fonvard southern strong point. Contacts continued 
throughout night. Our losses 2 killed 7 wounded. Many 
Jap dead left in wire. 2 SBD’s on evening search bombed 
Gizo. At 1735 L 20th 10 SBD’s attacked enemy cruiser 
150 miles northwest Guadalcanal, 4 near misses. Believe 
some damage. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to Mac ur. 



20 2147 




21 0730 



COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH 




22 1256 JOliSOPAJ to I.LA.CAI^TITm?. GOMinCH. CmCPAl. etc, etc. 

Operations 22nd. Handle as most secret. On GUADALCANAL 
continued patrolling but no hostile contact during day 21st. 
234 5 (-11) 21st 3 -'3D’s bombed and strafed 4 ODs landing 
boats vicinity G^IPP L'"?ER3UC2. No hits on DDs which left 
on Northwest course. 21st installations IlErCATA Hay bombed 
and strafed 3 times by single 3-17’ s. Dock: area GIZO 
bombed by 3-17. Near misses on buildings. Plane si/^htlng 
enemy CA near PAISI nroceedinfic slowly v^ith long oil slick 
to Southeast indicates may have been' damaged in S3D attack 
of evening 20th. 

22 1226 COMSQPAC to CINCPAC. Info USMC. COMINCH. COMAf;IPHI3FORSOPAC .etc . 

Refer Cincpac 220035. Propose follovdng clan for occupa- 
tion (a) about 4 155 guns, 4 90 mm guns, 10 50 caliber 
AA, 5 tanks v/ith personnel and administrative units from 
5th Defense Battalion to embark WHITS POPPY, (b) 2 company 
Infantry from 3rd Marines SAMOA, (c) Tender and 6 patrol 
planes from OAflU as none can be spared here. Tender also 
bring from OAHU for use 5th Defense Battalion 4 twin mount 
20 mm guns with 10 units fire, (d) Escort of about 2 
cruisers and 4 to 6 destroyers from SoPac, Units rendezvous 
near HOORN ISLANDS, (e) Occupation about 2 October zone 
M(-12), (f) Command logistic and construction resnonsibility 

then pass to ComGen STRAW, An ACORl^ too large for nurpose. 
Construction personnel to part from STRAW to be replaced. 
Infantry from SAMOA to be reolaced from States, Need 
immediate REELO , Above nroposals subject minor changes as 
details are worked out, 

22 0035 CINCPAC to COMSQPAC Info COMINCH. CG SAMOAN AREA. 

Have reason to believe enemy may move into ELLICE ISLANDS 
about October first with weakly escorted forces similar 
to his GILBERT Operations. Ultra, Consider FUNAFUTI 
should be denied immediately by Marine Force from SAMOA, 

Suggest about 900 men four l55 inm guns 8 heavy AA one 
nlatoon tanks and one half special weanons group of 
defense battalion one infantry company one SCR dash 270, 

For subsequent development of defenses and airfield a 
defense battalion and an ACORN now allocated to you could 
be employed. Comment. 
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September (GOT) 

COMINCH 

26 0826 COMSOPAC TO CTF 63. CG3STRAW. CTG 62.6 INFO CTF-62 CINCPAC 

Handle as most secret, Comsopac sends action Comtasfor 
63 CQ STRAW Corataskgroup 62,6 info Comtaskfor 62 Comlnch 
Cincpac only addressees decode beyond this, Comtasfor 
63 cover Fetlock operation. On dog minus three and dog 
minus tvfo day by B-17 and Hudson search from Fan tan and 
PBY search from Button, On i^og minus one day discontinue 
Hudson search and transfer PBY's to Fetlock basing on 
destroyer tender searching enroute. On dog day conduct 
B-17 search from Fantan, PBY search from Button and 
Fetlock plus local search by SOC with B-17s from Fantan 
furnishing local fighter support. On dog plus two day 
withdraw PBY and tender from Fetlock maintaining strik- 
ing group of B-17s on call at Button and Fantan, Com- 
mander task group 62,6 transfer 4 scout planes with 
beaching gear and small stock supplies for local patrol 
at Fetlock, CG STRAW provide flight crews and small 
service detachment, Comtaskfor 63 provide moomlngs, 
bombs, ammunition and matting for ramp. Modifications 
In above as necessitated by circumstances authorized, 

26 1156 COMSOPAC TO CTF 63, CTF 62,6 CG STRAW INFO CINCPAC etc. 

Most secret, Comsopac sends action CTF 63 CG STRAW 
CTF 62,6 Info CTF 62 Comlnch Cincpac addressees only 
decode further. Change that part of mydls 260826 re- 
garding transfer of cruiser planes to Fetlock as 
follows, CG STRAW furnish 4 scout seaplanes, necessary 
crews and material. Crescent City available for em- 
barkation material and ground personnel on not to 
delay basis. Planes to be flown to Fetlock ready 
for operation on dog plus one day. 
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' S E C RET 

September (GOT) 



24 0206 GOMSOPAC to OTP 62. 

goktNCH. CWCrENSoPfe 



COMAIRSOPAC. GG SAJjTOAN GR OUP. GINGPAC. 

. doMsoteMGiX)k. kaoAl^l'mJft. 



Handle as most secret. Gomgensopac has by hand. Garpender 
, , pass to MacARTHUR. Other than addressees decode no 

further. Task Force 62 occupy FSTLOGK about 2 October with 
about 4 155-mm, 4 90mm, 5 40mm, 10 50 cal AA guns, 5 tanka 
and appropriate service and administration units of Amphib- 
force SoPac, and 2 infantry companies of 3 rd Marines. Gom- 
gen STRAW direct 2 infantry companies of 3rd Marines re- 
port at once to Goraamphibforsopac for FETLOGK operation. 

See my 231120. Details of air support later. After de- 
barkation and withdrawal of ships of Task Force 62 command 
and logistic responsibility for FETLOGK pass to Gomgen 
STRAW. Comtaskfor 17 and 64 informed for info by another 
dispatch. 



24 1630 GOMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAG. Info NAS DUTGH HARBOR. 

Handle this with the greatest secrecy. Gincpac 22232 ? 
concur your understanding that transfer Marine combat 
teams dependent on developments. Assxime that you plan 
use 8 th Marine regiment to garrison NDENI. Gonfirm. 

Para 2 , Subsequent to the arrival of the Army 43 rd 
division in Sopac area desire further consideration be 
given to transfer of combat teams. Inform me your plans 
for the employment this division. Para 3 . Garpender 
pass to MacArthur. 



25 1124 COMSOPAG TO GG FANTAN AND STRAW info GINGPAG 

This is most secret. Comsopac sends. Actions Congens 
Pantan and Straw. Info Gincpac. Gommunication plan for 
Fetlock occupation is contained my serial 0055E to Com- 
amphlbforsopac with copy fifth defense battalion and 
Comgens straw and Fantan. Requires radio silence except 
for special use of coast watcher radio channel to Suva 
where Gomgen Fantan reenclphers in Santa. Will be for- 
warded next air to Suva and Samao. Fetlock will use 
Pepek only until silence lifted then joins Straw circuit. 
Temporary call Z 6 F. 



25 1228 COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO RADM vmiGHT 



/■ ^ 




Ultra secret from Comalrsopac. Agree Gincpac 242207. 
Believe 4 SOC planes sufficient. Recommend they come 
from Minneapolis Chester less crev/s. 4 sets beaching 
gear and small stock spare parts from same source. CO 
Straw provide flight crews small service detachment 
servicing equipment. Ballard will provide moorings, 
bombs, ammunition and Summerfeld matting for beaching 
ramp. Have conferred Radm V/rlght v/ho has this by hand. 
Comalrsopac does the sending. 886 



■ SECRET - • 

igEPteBER (CrCT) 

27 0800 MAGARTHUR to MARSHALL. Info CINCPAC. COMSQPAC. GOMINCH . 

Suner secret from MacArthur Carcender rassing, NSS pass 
to Marshall for action for info to Adra Nimitz and Adm 
Ghormley. There are growing indications that the enemy 
intends to throw large ground reinforcements into 14EW 
GUINEA from the north by means of numerous small incre- 
ments using usual Marine infiltration technique. A 
golden opportunity is being lost by not anticipating the 
enemy through clearing the coast as far as BUNA by trained 
amnhibious combat teams operating in conjunction with 
projected enveloping movement by infantry over the trails 
of the O’^N STANLEY Mountains, Earnestly request recon- 
sideration of previous decision not to make available such 
forces until later develooment s. Small craft for landing 
and maintenance of supply are a necessary adjunct of the 
combat teams. 

29 0256 COMSQPAC to COMINCH. Info COMSOWESPAC. CINCPAC ADMIN. 

Your 241630. Most secret. Present plan employ portion 
8th Marines initially at APRICOT, This regiment needs 
special training before it can be considered an Amphibious 
unit, Cincpao and Comsopac have conferred with General 
MacArthurs representatives, -Vhet he requires are troops 
capable of operating along northeast I’JE'/i/ GUINEA coast 
from medium sized shallow draft troop barges or small 
troop carriers. To use highly trained amphibious units 
on such work not economical. There are no troop cargos 
or small troop carriers of the required type in this area. 
At this time all trained amphibious units in this area 
are employed at CACTUS-RING k)LT, The 43rd division re- 
quires organization and training on its arrival here. 
Tentative plans subject to change contemplate employing 
this division in garrisoning present bases to relieve 
more experienced troops for forward area. This area at 
present has no reserve, Cincpac who is with me concurs, 
Carpender pass to MacArthur, 
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01 1302 COMSOPAC TO CTF-17 . 65 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 



O 



o 



Handle with utmost secrecy. Comsopac sends. Enemy 
information contained in Daily Bulletins and additional 
dispatches addressed to task force commanders. Task 
Force 17 proceed to fly off position south of BUIN- 
FAISI and at siinrlse dog dag attack enemy shipping that 
area with air striking force. Priority of targets car- 
riers, transports, other combatant types, oilers, cargo 
ships. Recover aircraft and retire to White Poppy at 
best speed consistent with fuel limitations. Comtask 
force 63 will provide B-17s to act as fighter cover from 
about 8 to 12 hours love (-11) on dog day, Comsov/espac 
has been requested to provide maximum reconnaissance dog 
minus two and minus one days and to hit Kieta and Biika 
sunrise dog day with air striking force. Depart White 
Poppy fueled to capacity, Comsopac will send fleet 
oiler to rendezvous with task force enroute to White 
Poppy during retirement. Fuel available at Button, 

Dog day five October unless otherwise ordered, Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur, 



■o 




U 
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OCTOBER (GCT) 



02 0050 



03 0244 



04 0330 



COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO COMSWPAC CTF-17 

Most Secret, Action Comsoupac, Others cease decoding. 

To obtain full benefit B-17s operating accordance your 
011427 and in creating diversion and neutralization 
enemy aircraft at source suggest following modification 
of plan. Your 011302: Aflrm Sowespac air striking force 
hit Broth aerodromes at Rabaul Instead Buka Kleta. Baker 
Sopac B-17s hit Buka Kleta sunrise dog day thence proceed 
vicinity carrier to arrive about 0800 love (-11) and pro- 
vide air support according to plan until 12 hours love 
(-11). Attention Invited to fact that while B-17s have 
excellent defensive qualities neither in speed, i®neu- 
verabllity, diving characteristics nor positioning of 
armament does it possess capability successfully inter- 
cepting and carrying its gunpower offensively to attack- 
ing enemy aircraft. CTP-17 should thoroughly understand 
this in forming his plan of action. 

COMAIRSOPAC to CTF-17 INFO COMSOPAC 



Action Comtaskfor 17 info Comsoupac, Originator Com- 
alrsopac assumes that you will launch at 0500 L (minus 
11) GCT 5th in position 120 miles bearing 180 true from 
Buin and that thereafter point option moves at 20 knots 
along 135 true tintll 0800 L (-11), B-17 air support 
after daylight attack Buka v/ill attempt rendezvous at 
about 0800 L (-11) on basis foregoing assumptions with 
IFF operating. B-17 cain of leader 0V40 will use call 
quote Bl\ie Base unquote for carrier. Voice frequency 
6970 kcs. Key 4435 kcs. Will maintain radio silence 
unless called. If foregoing assumptions and arrange- 
ments Incorrect or unsatisfactory advise by whatever 
means practicable. 

CTG 62.6 to COMSOPAC. CTF 62. CG STRAW. COMAIRSOPAC. etc . 

FETLOCK occupation completed. Handle as ultra secret, 
Taskgroup less landing unit withdrawing at 18 hours mike 
(-12) third. Pass through following points all south 
and east. 10 and 179-30. 15 and 178-30. 23 and 168. 

Will refuel destroyers to permit all vessels arrive 
NOUTIEA with 20 percent fuel. Expect dissolve task group 
organization at about 14 hours mike fifth. Expect ar- 
rive NOUlilEA cruisers and 5 destroyers afternoon 7th. Radio 
NOUliflEA pass to Comsopac and Gomtaskforce 62 for action. 
Radio SAI.10A pass to Comgen STRAW, Comairsopac has this 
and will pass to Comtaskforce 64. No evidence enemy 
discovery prior to departure. 
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02 2110 CTF 62 to CTG 6k. 6 I nfo CTF 63 17 64. CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

COMPQPAC. 

Troops of 1st MarDiv will be transported by CACTUS boats 
from KUKUM to KOKIMBONA for landing and attack about day- 
light October 5th. From CTF 62. Task Group 64.6 GRAYSON 
GWIN arrive off boat landing KUKUM at 4 hours L (-11) 
October 5th and embark officers from 1st MarDiv who will 
deliver attack plan. Para, Provide gunfire support for 
landing during 5th and 6th as requested by GomGen CACTUS. 
Consistent with supporting mission exploit any favorable 
opportunity to destroy enemy surface or submarine forces 
in CACTUS area. Giving due consideration to information 
concerning location and strength enemy surface forces 
you are authorized at your discretion to retire to RING- 
30LT or to eastward through LENGO CHANI'IEL during night 
October 5th-6th. Para, When action commences October 
5th break radio silence and inform originator your fuel 
situation. Para. On completion assigned task and not 
later than 2000 L (-11) October 6th return to BUTTON ad- 
vising by radio prior departure CACTUS ETA BUTTON, Com- 
Gen CACTUS has in another system. 
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05 1202 



OC 2000 



07 0306 



GOMSOPAC to GTF 6L Info GINCPAC. CTF 62, CTF 6l. 

Ifendle as most secret. Following tasks are in prospect 
for Task Force 64 during period 7-2? October, (a) Pro- 
vide escort for GOPAIIEE to fly off point and return. This 
movement under operational control of Gommander Task Force 
63 my 050552. (b) Beginning soon as practicable have strik- 

ing force operate in position of readiness to attack enemy 
vessels landing reinforcements at GAGTUS generally in 
accord idea proposed your dispatch 040600 returning BUTTON 
for fuel as necessary, (c) Provide escort consisting of 
2 GA and 4 DD APRIGOT occupation force departing WHITE 
POPPY about 17 October. The forces available to you dur- 
ing this period will be Task Force 64 as organized my 
221002 September plus Fletcher O’Bannon. Additional 
details covering these operations will be furnished later. 
Gomsopac originator. 

GOMINGH TO GINGPAG INFO GOMSOPAG. 



This to be handled with greatest secrecy, westion has 
been raised as to v/hether fighter squadrons at Birch and 
Bleacher are essential and would better be employed else- 
where, Also whether fighter squadron at Holly should not 
be replaced by light or medium bombers. Further whether 
medium bombers in Gactus would not be helpful in knocking 
out enemy ships which are landing enemy troops and bom- 
barding our positions there. Gomment. 

GOMSOPAG TO GO ARMY SOPAG INFO GOMINGH GINGPAG etc. 

Handle as most secret. Request you dispatch earliest 
practicable 1 army infantry regiment to Gactus consult 
Gomamphlbf orsopac relative details including transporta- 
tion to be furnished by him. Regiment will report to 
Gomamphlbf orsopac for duty under principle unity of com- 
mand. Replacement rations a naval responsibility. Also 
request your recommendations relative early reinforce- 
ment Button garrison to total Infantry strength of 1 
infantry regiment reinforced. 
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08 1229 COMSOPAC to CINCPAG Info GOMAIRSOPAG . IIARMON. 

Most secret. In view use BLEAGHER as advanced Fleet 
Base consider air production essential Gominch 062000. 

My plan contemplates movement forv/ard from BLEACHER all 
personnel American fighter command and replacement by 
RNZAF which will take over American equipment. This then 
to be considered .as one of the 10 NB'// ZEALAND Souadrons to 
be equipped in accordance approved plan. Medium bombers 
will be definitely helpful CACTUS area. Have 2 squadrons 
B-26s now available and 1 flight B-25s reported as avail- 
able near future. Pronose emnlo^nnent these from CACTUS 
earliest opportunity but cannot do so until improvement 
and expansion runways and airdrome facilities now under- 
way is accomplished. Comsopac sender. Harmon has by 
hand. 

08 0333 CINCPAG to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRPAC. 

Gominch 062000 most secret consider fighter squadron 
BLEACHER could be better employed forward areas but 
should be replaced by 6 light or dive bombers. For 
CACTUS medium bombers would be most useful for both at- 
tack and search missions. Do you agree. 

14 0230 CTF 8 to CINCPAG Info COMIITCH. C0J.!H.7ESTSBAFR0N. etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 sends. Station addressed deliver to 
Gincnac for action. Gominch and Goradr Westseafron for 
info. Most secret. My earlier estimates, particularly 
with respect consolidation LONOVISW (my 292340 of August) 
revised in light of effect of enemy commitments in 3o- 
westpac unon his intentions North Pacific as set forth 
your 130139. After increment combatant troops arrives 
LONCrVUr// about October 23rd bringing strength there to 
9000 troops, Army now plans to move 4000 troops to AI.IULET 
before further strengthening LONGVISV/ (My 122234) static 
situation of main middle ALSTJTIAN gaps will thus be 
reached v/ith unloading of FILD.'IORE about 1 November. 
Revised estimate is thus this situation can be maintained 
with Seafrontier forces augmented by cruiser escorts 
specially assigned for imnortant troop movements plus 
certain additions enumerated below. Therefor recommend 
Task Force 8 be withdrawn from North Pacific about 1 
November and Naval effort in task of holding enemy to 
present positions, opnosing his efforts to further con- 
solidate those positions, while strengthening own nosi- 
tions be assigned Sea Frontier Forces as contemnlated by 
Gomnowestseaf ron Op Order 2-42 dated September 10. In 
addition returning LOUISVILLE about October 17 relieved 



(Continued on next pa^e) 
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14 0230 GTF 8 to GINCPAC. Info GOMINCH. etc. (Gontinued) 

specifically as follows. Afirra. V.'ithdrawal surface 
units on following approximate dates. October 23 IITDIANA- 
■pOLIS October 28 Ganadian Naval Units, November 1 SAINT 
LOUIS, NASHVILLE, BANCROFT, BAILEY, CCGHLAN; Minelayers 
on completion LONGVIIT// mining project. Baker. Withdrawal 
Fleet submarines end of present patrols Captain Colclough 
being relieved. Commander Gray in command' submarines. 

About November first submarines, DMS’s, Patwing 4, old 
destroyers be assigned to Nowestseafron and operation con- 
trol of these forces pass to the Comnowestseafron. With- 
drawal of Task Force 8 be considered complete as of that 
date. Comtaskforce 8 answering. Pending decision have 
had no discussion with local Army authorities. Request 
early information of contemplated action in order to pro- 
vide Army with as much advance notice as possible of changes 
in Naval dispositions this area. 

li 1025 CTF 8 to GINCPAC. COMnJCH. 

Most Secret. Addees only decode. Comtaskforce 8 reply to 
Cominch 141325. Bombardment practica jle as follows. A. 

From Eastward using direct fire against North and South 
Heads and Submarine Base and new installations Southwest aide 
of harbor and indirect fire against main camp and shipping 
both of latter screened by high land on and near North Head. 
B. From Southward using indirect fire. Damage from air 
action or gunfire should be negligible. Some menace pos- 
sible in Eastern atteck but improbable to Southward in view 
recent operations our submarines along South Coast out 
consider fast mine sweepers desirable in either case. Con- 
sider submarines constitute main enemy threat against re- 

petition of bombardment and recommend strong anti submarine 

screens. Unless BROOKL"'GI class cruiser is in close support 
for counter batter^'- fire recommend against employment of 
additional destroyers for bombardment due to proximity of 
destroyer firing lanes to possible shore batteries. Sug- 
gest use dive bombers and torpedo planes from AVG against 
shipping immediately following bombardment. Lessened chance 
of fog at this time of year increases possibility of air spot 
v/hich will need fighter protection. "Pianes should include 
coordinated land base bombing and fighter support but should 
recognize uncertainty of accomplishment due weather condi- 
tions. 
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16 0455 CINCPAJ to COMINCH. Info CTF 8. GOyj^ORVrgSEAERON. 

Most Secret. Operation your 141325 considered nracticaole 
and its morale and training value for the 03Bs and nsycho- 
logic effect on country are recognized. However do not 
recommend it for following reasons. Afirm. Consider air 
attacks are already making KISKA untenable to enemy there- 
fore even small risk to C3Bs from subs mines and aircraft 
hardly .justified. Baker, bombardment of important sec- 
tion of KISKA must be by indirect fire and air spot for 
this usually iranossible due to low celling. Cast. '.Yhile 
enemy attack against MIDV/AY is not considered probable the 
OEBs in this area are, due to our concentration to south- 
ward, our main reliance against such an attack. Para. 

If operation is directed Nil’.*/ MBXICO and MISSISSIPPI would 
be only units availaole as there are no l6-inch high 
capacity shells availaole. Amount 14-inch this type v/ould 
permit 30 rounds per gun. Rebagging powder and shifting 
ammunition would require about 8 days. Believe air cov- 
erage should be furnished by shore aircraft especially 
P-38's from bases within range. ACV cannot be counted upon 
as combatant carrier as it is slow in handling aircraft 
and cannot conduct flight operations unless there is at 
least a 10 knot wind. Pirat ACV to train with own aircraft 
is NASSAU which has just commenced training. Para, Re- 
auest early advice. 
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16 0937 CINCPAC to COMITTCK 

For Adniral King only. Ultra from Oincnao. ^Isey his 
Chief of Staff and Intelligence Officer will be with 
Ghormley sixteenth our date. In view Ghormley’s I60440 
and other indications including some noted during my visit 
I have under consideration his relief by Halsey at earliest 
practicable time. Request your connent. If Halsey becomes 
Comsopac would expect him utilize Ghormley as long as*heeded. 

16 0245 COMIKCH to CIITCPAC 



For Adniral Nimitz only personal and secret. Most secret. 
Your 160937 approved. 



O 




o 
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18 1350 COIISOPAC to ALL TF COMS 80PAC. ALL COMOBNS HOPAC AKSA. etc. 

Handle as most secret. Action all Taskforcoms Sopac all 
Oongens Sopac area Comtaskfors 16 and 17 From Oorasopac. 

Most Secret. Vice Admiral v/illiam F. Halsey has this date 
relieved Vice Admiral Hobert L Ghormley as Commander South 
Pacific Force and South Pacific area. Garpender pass to 
MacArthur. Comairsopac pass to Comgens ^UTTON, CACTUS and 
ROSBS by mail. Consopac Admin pass to NSV/ ZEALAND Chiefs 
of Staff and to USS CLAIdC for delivery by her to Comgen 
SLEAGirSR via President JACKSON and to Comgen BOBCAT on 
arrival, 

19 1954 COMIHCH to COMSOPAC. CINGPAC. COMSWPAC. 

Handle with greatest secrecy. In order that urgently 
needed submarine support may be furnished to and coordin- 
ated with forces now operating in the SOLOMONS the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct that TF 42 be placed temporarily 
under the operational control of Consopac during the con- 
tinuance of Task 1 and that TF 1+2 be built up to 12 fleet 
submarines in transfer from Western AUSTIIALIA as soon as 
possible. This force may base and/or operate in either 
Sopac or S’WPAC area in accordance with paras, 7 and 10 B 
of the basic directives to Cine Pacific Ocean Areas and 
Supreme Commander SWPacific Area as amplified by Comlnch 
and Army COF 112150 of last May. Garpender pass to Mac- 
Arthur. Deplo:/ment of submarines should be so adjusted 
that sufficient number can le readily moved to opnose pos- 
sible Japanese concentrations af'ainst GtjiTvTRJa. This 
from Chief of Staff Army and Cominch. 

20 1540 COMINCH to CI^^GPAC. 

Treat as very secret. Cominch 191954 consider greater 
concentration of Pacific Fleet submarines in SOl.OMON IS- 
LAIIDS Area than indicated in your 180245 should be made. 
Comment and advise me of action taken. 









89B 



October (GJT) 









20 2215 GINCPAG to COMSOPAG Info COMINCH. COMSO/ZESPA^i ' Cl/;'.ISU3PAG . 



Most secret Gominch 201540. V/ill sail PacFleet subs to 
Sopac as follows all to proceed as indicated from present 
locations toward BUTTON passing your operational control 
on crossing equator: (a) SKIPJACK and SILTSHSIDSS now TRUK 

at once remaining endurance 10 and 13 Nov respectively. 

(b) POLLACK and PLUNG-ER now 5 days out from MIDV/AY to 
JAP.4N at once endurance 22 and 26 November. (c) GRAYLING’ 
sailed PEARL 19 for Sopac as permanent transfer. (d) TARPON 
departed PEARL todav for TRUiC will now divert to Sopac, (e) 
To depart PEARL for SOPAC GROWLER 22nd, FL"'ING FISH 23rd, 
STINGRAY 26th, GATO and WAHOO about 30th. (f) AL3AG0RE and 
GROUPER from MIDWAY for Sopac about 30th. (g) AI.iBSRJACK 
already in area under Comsopac. Para, FU'TON to SOPAC as 
soon as possible. Captain Roper on board for emplojTaent 
advisor or command as you desire. 

20 2309 GINCPAG to COMINCH info COMSTJBPAC. 



Most secret. Your 201540. Unless otherwise directed vdll 
reinforce Sopac submarines as indicated my 202215. This 
and Comsowespac 200635 will total 24 subs under Halsey. 
Leaves 10 Pacflt siabs for V/estern Pacific patrols, 9 of 
which are now on or near station. Of these V/1L4LE has mines. 
Remainder mining program will be deferred. 



21 1540 COMINCH to conus NAVFOR EUROPE. Info GINCPAG. COMSOPAG. 

Ultra secret. Say to General DeGaulle that it is necessary 
that Comsopac establish Headquarters ashore at NOTOLiA im- 
mediately and that due to overcrowded conditions there I 
have authorized him and staff General Vogel and Staff and 
the Army on basis of urgent military necessity to occups’- 
certain buildings left vacant by departure of Dargenlieu and 
his mission. Para. I urge that DeGaulle delegate full 
authority to local governor Montchamp to negotiate with 
Comsopac concerning additional matters that may arise. This 
authority should be independent of movements of Dargentlieu. 

21 1400 GOTaUCH to ADMIRALTY. Info GINCPAG. 

Pass to Admiralty for action. Highest secrecy. Following 
from Cincpac quote Present Japanese concentrations of all 
services in SOLOMONS area with consequent deduction to 
minimum in other areas offers golden opportunity for posi- 
tive action against enemy by Allied or British action in 
BAY of BENGAL or along I^LILAY BARRIER. In my opinion our 
situation in SOLOMONS urgently requires easing of pressure 
which would result from such action unquote. I concur. 
Cincpac informed. 
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21 1631 COMINCH to CINGPAC Info OOMSQPAG . 

Very secret. Oomsopac 171230 motor torpedo boats in 
areas as follows: Sopac 8, Hawaiian 8, Norwestseafron 4, 

Paseafron 6. Enroute Sopac I6 of which 12 arriving about 
13 Nov. 8 more in PANA1.1A. awaiting shipment. 49 assigned 
Sopac ready when ships available from U. S. January to 
March. Assigned Sowespac 12, now ready for shipment, and 
20 more in January. Shipping is limiting factor in delivery. 
Para 2. Subchasers 2 enroute Sowestpac. Others assigned 
Sowestpac ready for sea 4 each month October through January. 
Assigned Sopac ready average four monthly November through 
February. Hawseafron 3 on station and 3 enroute. Reassign 
to Sopac at your discretion. Para 3. 173 LPCS 3 in Sopac 

no others assigned. 6 assigned Sowestpac ready for sea by 
end of year. Assigned Hawseafron one enroute and 3 on 
shakedown. Reassign to Sopac at discretion as they report. 

27 0251 OINCPAO to COMIHJII Info OOMSOPAC . 

Most secret. Halsey has requested reenforcement bj’’ 1 or 
more carriers of the Sritish Eastern Fleet. In view ur- 
gent and immediate need for every possible increase par- 
ticularly of carriers I recommend that this idea be ex- 
plored to utmost. 

26 0814 G0I150PAG to COMINCH Info OliTCPAG. COM/JRSOPAG. CXIGEMSOPAG . 

Gomsopac to Gominch info Glncpac Coraairsopac. Handle as 
most secret. Following plan emoloyment Army fighters and 
medium bombers, OAGTUS dash 7JTTGIT area. Your 241520. L.aln- 
tain CACTUS one single engine and one P-38 fighter squadron 
dash total 50 alrnlanes. Maintain CACTUS dash 3UTTCII area two 
medium oomb squadrons dash 26 H-26 or 1-25. To be maintained 
from reserves 'POPPY which should be 50 percent for fighters 
and 25 percent for medium bombers. Attrition at rate of 20 
percent ner month for medium bombers and 50 percent per month 
for fighters. Above in no way reduces total requirement 
fighters and medium bombers Sopac area which has been pre- 
viously renorted as 7 squadrons fighters and 4 sq_uadrons 
medium bombers. Oomgensopac has by hand. 

28 0215 GTF 8 to GINCPAC 

This is nart 1 of 2 parts from GTF 8. My 150039 September. 
LONGVTE;/', securely held, guarantees our northern flank and 
its loss to the enemy could cause irretrievable harm. V/hile 
enemy commitments elsewhere rive us complete freedom of action 



(Continued on next page) 
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2B 0215 GTF 8 to Cl -TCP AG. (Continued) 



in the ALFi"^TIAlT2. assurinp' the imnree;nabilit 3 r of LOITOVIS’./ 
should be our priiaary aim. If and when enemy commitments 
elsewhere east sufficiently it is inconceivable that the 
enemy v>rill endure our constant air* attacks upon KIGIiA with- 
out counter action. The expansion of our position in the 
middle ALETJTIAITS bjr the occupation of AMJLST and the crea- 
tion of air fields there must be a further invitation to 
early enemy reaction to these new middle ALEUTIAN happen- 
inf^s. Uy 150039 September recommended full strength triang- 
ular division. Due to non availability more troops the con- 
ference v/ith DeVi/itt and Buckner produced a compromise ac- 
cepting 2 combat teams instead of the 3 v;hich were my original 
and still preferred figure. Cominch despatch 022120 stated 
Joint Chiefs of 3-taff considered 11,000 adequate. .Vrmy will 
now have 9200 at LONGVIS’.V on October 30 of which 3100 are 
Infantry, 1297 field artillery, or one combat team plus ad- 
ditional artillery. After that date the occupation of .'\IvIULST 
by U200 troops has priority in local .Amy plans. Part 2 
follows. 

2B 0225 CTF g to CITTCPAC . Part 2 of above despatch. 

This is part 2 of my 2B0215. This situation does not meet 
the local Army-Navy comnromise agreement, does not meet 
number troops anproved bj^ Joint Chiefs of Staff, is one third 
the, number of combat teams originally recommended, and one 
half the number of combat teams mentioned as basis of agree- 
ment in De'A'itt-Theobald conference. Eventually LONOVrETJ gar- 
rison is to be reenforced bj^ additional infantry regiment. 

Firmly believe that primary position of LONGYIir/'/ in AL-lSiLAiy 
situation should be recognized by bringing the defense force 
at that nlace to accepted strenp*th before initiating AI.Il^LET 
operation. Adenuate ground troops at LOIICVIE’.V far more vital 
to LONGVIS’.Y defense than a second or dispersal air field 55 
miles away which is all that AITTLET means to f.ONGVIEV/ in a 
military sense. Two. Due to reduced numbers of planes in 
Artny souadrons, the Alaskan Air Force, instead of being rein- 
forced as recommended in my 202100 September, is actually 
reduced in combatant strength. Reiterate my opinion that with 
less than the minimiom ground strength of two combat teams at 
LONGVIE'.'’ we can lose that vital position of the middle ALEUTIilNS 
at any time during these next months whenever either neutraliza- 
tion of Armj’' air forces or period of low visibility would per- 
mit the enemy to effect the landing there. Comtaskforce 8 
sends to Cincpac. 

28 1735 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COM^OPAC . 

Very secret. Increasing use of enemy submarines for scout- 
ing and general information purposes is indicated. Ne do not 
appear to be making enough similar use of ovm submarines. 
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October 30th. 

31 0206 COMSOPAG to COMGENSOPAG. Info COMAIUPOPAC. CTF 6l. CTF 64. 

Handle as most secret. Request you dispatch earliest 
practicable one Amy xnf antry Repriment reinforced less 
one battalion infantry to GAGTTIP. Gonsult Gomamnhibfor- 
sonac relative details includinp^ transportation to be 
furnished by him. Regiment will renort to Comamnhibfor- 
sopac for duty under nrincinle unity of command. Replace- 
ment rations a Naval resnonsi bility. Comgensopac has for 
action all others are info. 




01 1312 G0I>!S0PAG to GCMINGH. Info GINGPAG . 

Most secret. GTF 1? reports as follows quote HORJIET 
completely immobilized aoout 1010 GOT 26 by two torpedoes 
starboard side at forward engine room plus bomb hits for- 
ward and aft resulting complete loss power, light, water. 
Thereafter unable reestaclish. Towing operations attempted 
by NORTHAI.IPTON throughout day unsuccessful. First wire 
parted. Second cast off due repeated enemy attacks. By 
late afternoon damage so comnlete from these torpedo hits 
five bomb hits two crashed enemy planes all possibilities 
towing and salvage operations exhausted. In lat 09-41 
Long 167-35 two DD’s fired 16 torpedoes at HORNET 9 hits 
followed by 300 rounds 5 inch shells to sink her. At 2030 
6 DD’s withdrew from area with HORNET still afloat burning 
fiercely for full length. Subsequent air search indicated 
no trace. Unquote, At 1730 CTF 17 had renorted his pro- 
nosed action to destroy with which I concur and which I 
had anticinated. 



01 1050 GOMSOPAG to CTNGPAG . 

This is most secret. From best information now available 
re your 010501. Halsey talking. Enemy nlanes shot down 
115 certain. 46 nrobable total l6l. Own losses from all 
causes VF 27. VSB 24. VT 13 total 64. Personnel losses 
from two airgrouns 24. Preliminary out more detailed in- 
formation with McFALL now enroute by air to PEARL. 

02 1618 GOMINGH to GIITGPAG Info G0I/J30PAG. 







Handle with greatest secrecy. Your 012115 Office of V.'ar 
Information states that Associated Press despatch from 
NOUMEA dated October 28th passed by Gensor there contained 
news of loss of ship. News released here with approval 
of highest quarters. Loss anticipated but not positively 
known here until receint of Halsey 011312 in renly to my 
311800. 
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04 0235 GTF 16 to COT'SOPAG. CINCPAC. 

This is ultra secret. From GTF 16 to Gincpac. Gomsopac 
has by hand. Captured enemy code and note jook and de- 
coded messsfyes give following information relative to 
action 26 October. (a) An aviator’s notebook reveals he 
left KUIffi on board Tnr/OU 2 5 Sept. He sent aooard ZUDGIKU 1 
Oct. His route was KURE to SAIPAII to TliUp;. Whether by 
ship or plane unknown. (b) Senior officer probably Com- 
cardiv 1 was in SHOPv/JHJ. (c) Gomcardiv 2 present in HAY- 
AmLA. (d) Carriers peseht SHOKAJLU, ZUHjUCU, ZUIHO, 
IIAYATAKA. (e) According to notebook planes from 3 car- 
riers were comnosed as follows: GVl, 17 torpedo, 21 

bombers, 25 fighters. GV2, 19 torpedo, 21 bombers, 24 
fighters. End of part 1 of 2 parts. 

04 0252 GTF 16 to-CIHCPAG . 

This is second part from Comtaskfor I6. Ultra Secret. 'r. 
CV3. 18 torpedo, nil bombers, 7 fighters. (f) Planes fom 
RSKATA BAY took part in action probably search planes 
horizontal bombers. (g) One of surface ships present 
HAGI. (h) After launching enemy carrier believed 
kept nlanes informed his position about every half ho*^* 

(l) Presence our carrier search planes reported to er^Y 
cruiser. (J) Planes reported weather our vicinity. 

Enemy air group commander in our area appeared to dieot 
attacks by each wave as it arrived and also reportefWind 
frequently. (1) After dark enemy surface vessels sarched 
for HORNET assisted by flares from more than one p]ne. 

(m) Partly decoded message included what may be wo.is 
’’Operations nostnoned". (n) Gaptured documents for^rded 
you by air mail. End of second part. 
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I^ovember (CrCT) 

05 1524 COMING?! to CINCPAC. Info C0I.:P0PAG . 

I am becoming disturbed about raultiulication of special 
coinraands such as Gomnander 3ases Sopac Area when v;ork 
done is inextricably linked with that of Subcomserforpac . 
This is Hi Cora. Para 2. It seems to me that Conserforpac 
should have aporopriate number of deputies one of whom 
should (io much of work Comserfor is now doinf^ thus en- 
abling him to exercise more overall supervision. In case 
of Gopac should include all logistic matters including 
bases. Para three. Pe prepared to discuss these matters 
v/hen we meet , 




06 1345 GONGO^AG to GI 'G'^AG info G0T?INCI? . 

Planning and develonment bases this area is a major prob- 
lem. Functions of logistic sunoly and battle renair and 
maintenance nrovide full load for Seronsonac. Under these 
circumstances considered essential relieve Gomseron of 
base development and command. Conditions here such that 
nromut action was and is necessary to prevent snread of 
chaotic conditions particularly V/IIITlil POP.N;: . Your 060217. 



08 1505 GOMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC . 

Handle v^ith utmost secrecy . After consultation with 
Admiral Boyd regarding emnloyment of ITPJ'^GTPIOTJG in 
Pacific Fleet submit recommendation as to immediate emnloy- 
nent in Sopac (Afirm) with nresent comolenent (Baker) 
necessity of nroceeding to PEANL or other TT.S. Base for 
modifications and outfitting of torpedo snuadron with 
TB'^’s. View held here based on Halsey's desoatch that 
services of carrier urgently required now and consequently 
immediate nroblem is emnlo^mient of ILLNSTRIOTIS if and 
when she is made available. 



08 2145 CINCPAC to GO^'.GQPAG. 



U 



After consultation v/ith Boyd and Tov/ers. Most secret. 
Believe nerlod of about four weeks at P.iAPL for equipping 
with TBF’s indoctrination and training is essential to 
meet the Jans. Do you consider your nresent situation 
will permit this. Cominch 0^1505. 

09 2107 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. C0?.:AlHf^0PAC . ALL TF CON? 7QPAC. COMJAT . 

Excellent. Ultra. Indications that major operation as- 
sisted by carrier striking force slated to support movement 
Army transports to GUADALCANAL. Cine Third (Carrier 
Striking) nov/ proceeding fueling rendezvous near one north 
one fifty seven east. Cine Eleventh Air Fleet to operate 
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09 2107 CITTGPAG to CQ’TOPAG. etc . 

( Gontinued) 

against GAGTUS from Zed minus three days. Eight fleet 
to escort Army convoj’". Large movement enemy planes to „ 
KA7ILI base near Striking force to hit GAGTiTo Zed 

minus one day. Army AA Unit to embark eleven November 
proceed land GAGTUS. Tap sub to attack SLUE plane tender 
VANIl'OSO and NDENI. Zed day not known but research con- 
tinues. Air attacks on GACTUr to be augmented by Army 
Air on Zed Day. All aircraft under command of striking 
force probably on Zed minus one day. Estimate available 
combat carz'iers 21,'III0, HAYATAKA, transoort carriers IIOSHO, 
OTAllA, UNYO, but last two have not had combat air groups 
assigned in past. While this looks like a jig punch I 
am confident that you v/ith your forces will take their 
measure. 

12 0031 GINGPAG to COMINCH Info GOMSOPAC . 

Further conference with Boyd and Towers on Gomsopac 
110954. Most secret, Assinning ILLUSTRIOUS reports 
direct from Eastern Fleet with complement 36 fighters 
15 Swordfish or Albacore. Prooosals your 081505. Af- 
firm. Require replacement of British planes with Grum- 
man TBF, Baker, U.S. squadron acceptable but British 
pilots with TBF preferred. Cast. Only in view urgent 
need indicated by Halsey consider carrier could be 
equipped and personnel indoctrinated at Sopac base pro- 
viding necessary planes available there. Para, Should 
point out small offensive power this carrier with approx- 
imate complement 36 VF 15 VTB, Alternate may include 6 
SBD as deck park at cost about 9 VF, Para, In lessened 
urgency or if British Atlantic carrier furnished it should 
definitely equip and indoctrinate at Pearl or U.S. Base. 
This would be much more efficient considering minor but 
essential modifications necessary in ship and in British 
planes. Para. Boyd comments that if INDOMITABLE has large 
elevator capable taking SBD planes this ship would be in- 
valuable in Pacific operations. 

12 2037 GINGPAG to COMINCH . 

Our forces in action with enemy off SAVO ISLAND about 
0230 L (-11) this morning. Most details lacking but ap- 
parently ATLANTA and JUNEAU damaged and PORTLAND steer- 
ing inoperative from torpedo hit. At least one enemy 
unit sunk and several burning. ULTRA. Enemy relief be- 
ing sent from BUIN and his Zed day postponed. Para. 

SEAWOLF unable to catch carrier off PALAU. 
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17 1255 GOMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMPOPAC CINCLANT OPNAV . 

Utmost secret. Be#>:in, GinCLant direct WICHITA CLEVE- 
LAND SUWANNEE SANGAMON JENKINS f4UHPHv RA.DFORD WALLER 
CONWAY proceed Panama preferably but not necessarily 
in one group as soon as they can be made ready. Also 
CHENANGO when other destroyers assigned Pacflt are 
available for escort. Upon arrival Panama report 
Cincpac for duty. Advise expected departure dates. 
Para. Cincpac send 300UE and CARD to Lantflt as early 
as practicable. Present intention assign BOISE to 
Lantflt and keep Lant modern cruiser strength up to 
6 including those shaking dov/n by holding MONTPELIER 
until BOISE ready. Opnav informed. 

22 2241 CINCPAC to COMSOFAC. 



Most Secret. Your despatch 220120 Indicates plan for 
relief 1st Marine Division. KIWI “C” will soon be in 
POPPY. Your despatch 210436 indicates command relations 
CACTUS not yet settled. In order that I may have infor- 
mation required for own planning and as basis for repre- 
sentation to higher authority request early advice your 
plans for following based on forces now available to 
you. A. Relief of Marines at CACTUS. B.* Pinal command 
organization CACTUS Indicated your despatch 210456. 

C. Commander CACTUS after relief 1st Marine Division. 

D. Commander CACTUS after relief all Marines. E. Com- 
mand organization and Base Commander POPPY after ar- 
rival KIWI "C” and departure American Division. Also 
request your plans under A. to E. above based on 25th 
Division Army being made available to you with first 
Echelon of 1 regimental combat team ETD PEARL November 
25 followed by 3 other increments ETD PEARL December 
6, 15, and 31, 

23 0032 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMSOWESPAC MACARTHUR . 

Treat as ultra secret. Chief of Staff Army has by 
hand for info. Army has received urgent despatch from 
MacArthur "Is it possible to give me some Naval support 
for the North coast of NEV/ GUINEA, My submarines on 
east coast are no longer available, operational control 
having passed to South Pacific. PT boats would be in- 
valuable in existing situation. If nothing can be done 
please let me know at once as the increasing enemy Naval 
pressure may force me to revise my plan of campaign". 

Para. 2. Return 6 submarines to operational control of 
Corasowestpac area. Para. 3. Place at least 6 prefer- 
ably 8 PT boats at disposal of Corasov/espac area for 
NE'.V GUINEA operations pending arrival of boats assign- 
ed to Sowestpacfor which depart Canal Zone about mid np, . 
December. Para. 4. Carpender pass to MacArthur with ^U4 
the suggestion that time could be saved by taking up 
coordinating arrangement such as this directly with Halsey. 
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24 0330 CQMINCH to CINCPAC 

This is a reencipherment of Comsowestpac 23lil3 referred in 
our ZMT2 (NPM 5351/23) '.Vhich you had to ZPLl correction 
ZKLl begins Handle this as super secret.. Priot receipt 
cotninch 230032 L had no knowledge MacArthur ' s despatch. 

At 0600 Love (-11) 23rd 3 submarines stationed directly 
assist defense northeast coast New Guinea namely off Cape 
Ward Hunt. 1 off GASMATA and 1 north TROBRIAND enroute 
VITIAX. MacArthur was Informed of this on 19 November. 

Prom Comsowespacfor action Cominch. In addition 3 subs 
south NEW IRELAND and 3 west and south BOUGAINVELLE 
directly assist in defense NEW GUINEA. Consider contin- 
uance present method operational control submarines under 
Soupac increases flexibility and permits more adequate 
defense NEW GUINEA than would be accomplished by assignment 
of 6 submarines this area. Prior to start of BUNA campaign 
L explained to MacArthur that because most authentic 
navigational in formation shows that draft in excess 12 feet 
cannot proceed deyond Cape NELSON tov/ard BUNA and because 
of inaccurate charts destroyers cannot be sent via this 
, passage beyond Cape NELSON from MILNE BAY. X further 

explained that surface forces could not be sent into this 
general area north of the TROBRIANDS vinless adequate air 
‘ cover was available. I concur that PT boats are required 

at earliest date . 
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25v2330 COMINCH to CINCPAC. 






Handle with utmost secrecy. Contemplate taking up with 
Army practicability relief by Army of Marine Corps ground 
and air units now on garrison or defense duty in SAMOAN 
and HAV/AIIAN AREAS. If such relief were effected follow- 
ing would result: APIRM. 2 reinforced infantry regiments 
would be available for assignment to First MaramphCor as 
elements of a new division. BAKER. Release/Ssfense Battalions 
in these areas would permit their assignment to advanced 
zones of action. CAST. This relief of defenseBattalions 
would obviate necessity for organization of new defense 
and airdrome battalions in United States as now scheduled, 
DOG. Personnel thus saved would be diverted to new division 
and advance its avallabllty to summer 1943. EASY. Release 
of defense air groups would permit their assignment to 
offensive operations in other areas, Pstra, Request your 
comment and recommendations, MarCorps informed. 






905 






DECLASSIFIES 










25 2030 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

CTF 8 replying to Clncpac 242319. Estimated' total of 
7500 to 10000 mixed troops consisting of engineers, const- 
ruction, Infantry and artillery on BOODLE. 1 Battallion 
82nd Infantry of from 500 to 1000 on JACKBOOT. Possible 
coast watcher force of about 10 on western end FORMULA. 

Same number (10) may be on AL ID in SEMICHI. No other 

forces believed on any other islands. Ultra. 

26-0155 CTF 8 to CINCPAC info COMINCH 

your 252227. Am despatching surface striking force 2 crulserj 
4 modern destroyers at best sustained speed accordance my 
260014. 1 cruiser 3 destroyers sent forward from KODIAK 

yesterday at best speed to fuel LONGVIEW where other cruiser 
and destroyer join. When your ultra secrets received 
yesterday they were departing KODIAK with delayed convoy 
and were immediately detached from this escort duty. Have 
intensified air search to westward and have alerted air force 
for strongest possible air attacks to supplement surface 
attacks. Have alerted air and Navy at western bases 
against possible enemy diversive action advising Buckner of 
this. Only submarine in ATTU area alerted against enemy 
approach. Ultra. CTF 8 sends to Cincpac and for info to 
Coralnch. 

26 2305 CINCPAC to COMINCH 



Utmost secrecy. Agree in principle with relief Marine 
ground and air units Urdis 252330 to provide amphibious 
troops aircraft and defense battalions for further of- 
fensive moves. In HAWAIIAN area consider such relief 
should not be made until assured organization of Army 
units permit present scale and effectiveness of defenses 
with approximately same number of troops (about the max- 
imum that can be supported on these islands). In SAMOAN 
area including FETLOCK agree that relief be effected as 
soon as Army can made available troops of equivalent 
training and experience to marines nov/ there. It is 
recommended Army units for that area also be especially 
organized for the various tasks to avoid Increase in 
personnel v/ith attendant logistic demands. Para. In 
line with basic proposal the assignment 25th Division 
to Sopac for use CACTUS would make available almost 
immediately one Marine Amphibious Division for further 
offensive action. 
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29 1906 JOINT CHIEF OF STAFF^S to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC .COMSOWESPAC . 

This from Joint Chiefe of staff to Cincpac, Corasopac,Comsowes- 
pac area. Carpenter pass to KacArthur. Nimitz pass to 
Emmons. Halsey pass to Harmon. Para 1. 25th Army Division 
is assigned to Sopac area and will proceed to WHITE POPPY. 
Para 2. 1st Marine Division is to be relieved without 
delay, as assigned to Sowespac area and will proceed to 
AUSTRALIA for rehabilitation and employment. The purpose 
of this transfer is to provide an Amphibious Division 
for the future formation of an Amphibious Porceto carry 
out amphibious operations under the commander Sowestpac area, 
Para 3. Halsey arrange with MacArthur details of transfer 
1st Marine Division. Chief of staff Army and Comdt Marine 
Corps informed. 

30 2350 CTP 67 to COIg-QPAC Info CCMINCH. CINCPAC . 

Comtaskforce 67 reports opened fire on four ships be- 
lieved transports at CAPE Sf:PER/.NCE. Hit and fires were 
seen. Six minutes later three and perhaps four heavy 
cruisers struck by torpedoes believed fired by destroyers 
and submarines. Sjnc e then have been unable communicate 
with other shins. NORTHAMPTON burns total loss. Believe 
PENSACOLA same NEW ORLEANS proceeding to TfJLAGI 5 knots 
MITJtteapoLIS same with bow blown off three firerooms 
flooded believe HONOLULU all right. No information of 
destroyers, 

30 2350 GTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMSQV.^SPAG . 

At T( LAGI are following' PENSACOLA torpedo hit and severe 
fire damage aft, NET/iT ORLSilNS bow blown off back to 
number 2 turret. PERKINS, MAURY assisting above ships 
undamaged. MINNEAPOLIS as previously reported. L/VRDNER 
and LAMSON are with Tisdale and undamaged. No fxxrther 
word of N0RTHAI.TT0N. FLETCHER and DRAYTON reported 
separately by FLETCHER. 1 Jap cruiser seen to blow up 
and it is known additional Jap ships were destroyed as 
well as others damaged. Am collecting data. Last NPM 
number received was 604. Am unable decode messages in 
crypto channels 7 and 19. Can guard Task Force Commanders 
circuit only. 
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30 1915 GOKIIICH to C INC PAG, COI.ISOPAG . 



To be decoded by Kimitz and Halsey only. Ultra High Comnand. 

Para 1, Final decision cancelling AOLA BAY project in CTF 
62 260458 brings to climax my uneasiness of several weeks 
duration lest v/e continue to use up our fighting strength in 
virtual "Frontal” operations such as are involved in expulsion 
of enemy from CACTUS which if follov/ed in principle throughout 
CACTUS-RABAUL area will keep us busy for years, Para 2. 

It seems to me that' there are now -- see my 291906 — adequate 
Array troops in Sopac to garrison CACTUS and secure airfield 
there and "contain" enemy forces which should enable us not 
only to withdrav/ First but also Second Llarine Division latter 
for use in seizure of enemy position further northwest in 
SOLOMONS preferably one where enemy has airfield. Para 3. 
Conception sketched in preceeding para looks to "Flanking 
operation" relative to CACTUS by seizure of enemy base used 
for operations in support of CACTUS whereby latter be made 
untenable for enemy and v;hat is more important enables us to 
get on v/ith the job of clearing enemy from SOLOMON S-RABAUL. 

Para 4. Request your comment on premise that next step will 
be done by Afirm Comsopac Baker Comsowespac. 

CINCPAC- to COMSOPAC . 

01 0931 For Admiral Halsey only from Cincpac. Utmost secrecy enjoined. 

^ contemplate making following reply to Comlnch 301915. Quote. 

^ Am in complete accord as to necessity for readying oixr amphib- 
ious troops preparatory to pushing along the SUSAN area. I 
asked for the 25th Division so that it could relieve the 
Second llarine Division. Halsey is relieving 1st Marine Dlvlsior 
with American Division from POPPY. I had not contemplated 
, that the 1st Marine Division would join Sowestpac for I esti- 

mate that provided we have the necessary Naval and Air superi- 
ority we v/ill require at least 2 Divisions to capture BUIN 
(The nearest enemy base with an airfield unless he builds one 
at MUNDA or REKATA). Para. As the 1st Marine Division can 
hardly be ready until 1 Mar. there will continue to be a phase 
in which CACTUS remains an area of strong contention. All 
indications point to continued enemy moves to land reenforce- 
ments there and I believe these will Include at least one 
more major effort. Also during this period we must develop 
CACTUS-RINGBOLT as a secure Naval and Air base from v/hlch to 
launch our offensive. The foregoing plus the ALEUTIAN situation 
stresses necessity for much stronger land sea and air forces 
than are in sight for the Pacific. I urge immediate action 
to obtain them. Para. I strongly recommend that Task 2 in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area be revised to provide that Comsopac 
continue to command the forces v/hich will extend control up 
the SOLOMON CliAIN. I estimate that the bulk of the Pacific 
^ Fleet will continue to be required and I consider that a 

change of command of these forces which Halsey has v/elded into 
a v/orking organization would be most unwise. Para. Unquote. 
Request early comment. 
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03 1141 GOI/KTOPAC to COI'-ISOVranPAC . MaoAPTHTJR. Info CIITCPAG. GOMINCH . 

GTF 61. 62. 63 ! 

Durinp; operations of allied forces in the GAGTUr-RINaBOLT 
area on 8 Au^st a warning originated by the coast v/atcher 
on BOUGAIIIVILLE informed our forces of an impending Jap air 
attack. The timeliness and completeness of the warning was 
of inestimable benefit and enabled our vessels to take proper 
defensive positions in the repeat in advance of the attack. 
Please express to the Goastwatcher my deep appreciation and 
that of the officers and men engaged in the subject opera- 
tion. Well done. 

02 1958 GOMINCH to GOMSOPAG. Info GOMAIRSOPAG. GOMS’^/PAG . GINGPAG. 

Your 020400 information my 271320 as to fighter planes which 
are part of cargo of certain ships was given to show status 
and location of replacements command to let you know aoout 
when and by what transportation those planes are due to ar- 
rive in ports indicated. Para 2. Breakdown of cargoes 
reported my 271320 as follows: has 9 P38’s, 24 others. 

GOODHUE 9 P3B's. Lee 9 P3B’s. WINGATE 2 P38’s. STEELE 8 
P38’s, 1 other. LANE 9 P38’s, 8 others. ASHE 6 P38’s, 8 
others. '"'ALE 8 P38’s 28 others. Para four, Leary pass to 
MacArbhur, Para. 30. Your basic recommendations are fully 
understood by me and are under consideration of the V/ar 
Department . 

03 1313 GOMINGH to GINGPAG and Info commands concerned . 

Prospects for organization of additional raider battalions, 
your 010309, for present appear limited to: (A) Organiza- 

tion of a 3rd raider battalion at STRAV/ from GADRES of 2 
officers and 25 men each transferred from 1st and 2nd raider 
battalions with remainder of personnel recruited from units 
of defense force STRAW without replacements. (B) Establish- 
ment of raider replacement training detachment on West Goast 
in October, personnel aoout 200. Marcorps advised. Your 
comment rer'uested. 

02 0337 GTF 16 to OINGPAG Info GTE 62.17.18. GOMSOPAG. GOMINGH. CTFl . 

The present of a fast battleship in task force I6 during 
past several weeks and particularly during action on 24 August 
was a distinct asset because of her demonstrated fire power 
against attacking aircraft and her inherent strenfVth against 
possible surface contacts. From '^omtaskfor I6 action Cincpac. 
Because of. slight deficiency in speed and acceleration and 
slight inherent slowness in starting a turn the station of 
the NORTH GAROLINA in cruising disposition and particularly 
in tight screening disposition during air attacks should be 
down wind from carrier as was the case on 24 -^ug v;ith thorough- 
Iv satisfactory results. 
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04 2027 CT? 8 to CINCPAG. 






PRIBILOFF move by Japs v/ould be totally contrary to their 
technique of advance to date and contrary to sound strategy. 
Such an outlying base for them flanked from DUTCH HAIiBOR 
and subject toi^peated bombing attacks from COLD BAY 
U1!>TAK and supported as necessary by P-38’s using 

belly tanks for approach flights would always be difficult 
if not impossible to support logistically and could quickly 
be rendered untenable to enemy. PRIBILOFF airfield of 
little use to ALTilUTIAN air operations while NAZAN stagia^ 
field will be of greatest aid as it provides additional ^ 
field in direct line of operations possibly fog free in an 
area of constantly shifting local visibility conditions. 
NAZAN should be given highest possible priority consistent 
with earliest possible consolidation of FIREPLACE. At 
present stage of FIREPLACE move can not spare cruiser 
escort for PRIBILOFF operation which is so eccentric to 
FIREPLACE as to mean withdrawal of some cruisers from FIRE- 
PLACE operation. Covering FIREPLACE and NAZAN is single 
operation. At least 4 destroyers antisubmarine screen 
desirable in close support of discharging cruisers at 
PRI3IL0FFS anchored in open sea for days. 2 destroyers are 
ample at NAZAN. Weather may seriously hamper and lengthen 
period of discharge at PRIBILOFFS, If PRIBILOFF move 
decided upon recommend that priority be given FIREPLACE 
which has inadequate surface naval support at present 
against any move in force by enemy and that risk of PRIBI- 
LOFF move be accepted with 2 destroyer antisubmarine 
screen and no cruiser escort. 
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COMGEN CACTUS to CCMSOPAC Info CTF-62. GOMIRSOPAC 
T*d to CINGPAC by C0I.:3GPAS~ ^ 

ComGen CACTUS to COMSOPAC. I,Iy 041510, 042001. Twelve 
officers and 226 members crews LITTLE GREGORY reported 
rescued. Enemy force consisted of at least one cruiser 
two BD. Morning patrol sighted 15 large landing boats 
each carrying about 75 men approaching northwest coast 
CACTUS. Strafed boats sunk three. P-400s attacked them 
with bombs and light 'machine guns. Appeared to cause 
many personnel casualties. SBDs strafed bombed boats on 
beach. Believed to have destroyed several of them. One 
boat v:as destroyed by bombing. 

26 tv/ln engine bombers covered by 20 zeros approached 
position at 1245. This v;as second alert and only several 
fighters reached proper altitude. These intercepted 
planes dropped bombs 10 miles v/estward LUNGA Point. Two 
bombers one zero shot down. One P4P4 missing three 
damaged. One pilot wounded. One additional P4P4 and 
pilot lost during boat strafing operations. ■ 

COMTASKPOR 8 to JOINT CHIEPS OP STAPP 



After consideration general Buckner and I jointly recommend 
against ADAK occupation TANAGA for purposes of possible 
diversion reference para 3 comlnch 211830 of August, "/hen 
PIPlEPLACE position consolidated v;ith bombing and fighter 
planes operating therefrom the establishment of force at 
TANAGA and creation bomber airfield would be highly desir- 
able and next logical move in ALASICAN campaign. ‘J^ith 
troops and equipment for TAKAGA assembled at FIREPLACE 
and continual observation sea conditions in TANAGA Bay 
can occupy this place by infiltration using period of 
favorable weather and sea to effect short haul from FIRE- 
PLACE. Move would be covered at all times by close air 
support from FIREPLACE supplemented by required Naval 
screening forces. With such an operation in contemplation 
it appears highly undesirable to evidence Interest in 
TANAGA in advance thereof 



911 



September (CrCT) 

05 0626 COMSOPAC to GITTr^PAC 8r Info Commands Concerned . 

Refer Cominch 031313 and Cincpac 042210 nature of opera- 
tion and enemy infiltration tactics make additional raider 
battalions necessary. Stren^^th of defense force STRAW 
should not be diminished. Upp-ently need 2 divisions APD’s 
whose value for island warfare has" been proven. What is 
status of APR’S. Info radio deliver Comgen STRiiW. 



06 2246 CTO 2.9 to COMSOPAG Info COMINCH. CINCPAC . 





SOUTH DAKOTA struck uncharted 35 foot pinnacle bearing 321 
true from MALINOA light distant 5.5 miles. This an extension 
to lead in A’TPEXLAIII passage. Extensive contamination with 
salt water of fuel and feed water :)ottom tanks. Divers re- 
port numerous dents and several holes. Largest 2 square feet 
in outer skin between frames 32 and 90 starboard side. Now 
serious leakage several inner bottoms principally due dis- 
placement sea connections. No apparent derangement pro- 
pulsive machinery except clogging 1 condenser. Anticipate 
no difficulty maintaining 20 knots. No vibration observed. 

To accomplish estimate about 2 weeks in dock. Ready for sea 
morning local 8th. Recommend proceed PEARL that date. DD 
escort recommended during daylight local 8th and DD escort 
last 24 hours prior arrival PEAl^L, 



07 1020 COMSOPAG to GTF 17 Info COrAIR^OPAC . CTF 18. CINCPAC. 




Wour 070212 and 070834. "^our attention is called to my 
030736 NPM number 573 which gives you entire freedom of 
movement. In order that I may be sure you have reference 
I have had it repeated for you. My suggestion is that you 
move east of APRICOT UTTON line at good speed, 

07 0217 CT? 17 to COMPOPAC. Info COMAIRPOPAC. CTF 18. 



0 



My 070212. Analysis of DF contacts this area and flORNET 
contacts past 24 hours v;arrant followinf' conclusions. Afirm 
presence of large task force in geographical area 10 to 15 
degrees south I64 to I65 degrees east known to enemy. Baker 
approximately 9 enemy subs this area, Para. In absence of 
important tarp-ets consider current dired ive unduly restrictive 
and unnecessary hazard. To heavy ships unprotected by 
adequate number DDs as screen. Para. Foraging situation will 
be accentuated upon return Task Eorce 18 this area. Para, 
Recommend Afirm task forces operate within 300 miles radius 
CACTU'^ south lat 8 and east long I6O east and in southeast 
direction as necessary to guard CACTUP BUTTON APRICOT UTTON 
lines. Baker. Provide two DDS per heavy ship as soon as 
practicable. Cast. Provide large number anti su omarine type 
vessel to hunt subs this vital area. 
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06 2040 OTF 8 to COr.iOEN ALDKF FT RIOHAHDPQN. and Info comnands concerned 

Rased on discharging rate at FIREPLACE of 1200 tons daily 
present vessels there should ce discharged by September l3 > 

completing first phase. Assuming vessels could arrive at j 

FIREPLACE as soon as their discharge can commence increments 
of second phase could be discharged by following dates based 
on your cargo estimates for each colon 1st Sent 21, 2nd 
Sept 30, 3rd Oct 8, 4th and final October 17. 'Your ILL ADC 
Ft. Richardson 052328 improves previous time schedule but 
bottleneck now appears to oe transports and loading times at 
points of departure. Desire to help, if possible. Is there 
anything further that can be done to assist in saving time 
so vital to success of whole operation. Radio stations 
deliver, 

06 2210 COHGEN ALASKAN DEF TO COI.IALSEC 

Since sending my 060250 received follov/lng from CO TOG begin 
received message from CTF 8 outlining hls'^objections to 
garrisoning Pribilofs which Admiral Nlmitz concurred in. 

If you (Buckner) agree v/ith Theobald and Clncpac movement 
to Pribilofs will be cancelled Moses Point garrison going 
to Atka as previously planned end paraphrase. I replied to 
Dewitt saying would not occupy Pribilofs at this time but 
v/ould send Moses Point garrison to ^‘tka. At later date 
contemplate sending garrison St Paul. 

07 2206 COMSOPAG TO CGs BUTTON. CACTUS. etc. INFO COHINCH. CINCPAC . etc. 

Comalrsopac pass this to CG BUTTON. Fuller pass by hand to 
Comcixbone and CG CACTUS who is to acknowledge. Comcub 13 
has. All the above are action addressees. CG SOPAC and all 
other addressees info. From Comsopac. Plan for employment 
Cub 1 and 13 and 6th and 7th Construction Battalions follows: rj 

Afirm generally Cub 1 and 6th Construction Battalion at j 

Cactus Ringbolt. Comcub 1 report to CG CACTUS as commanding , 

officer advanced naval base CACTUS RINGBOLT. Units of Cub 1 ’ 

and 6th Const. Bn. move from BUTTON to CACTUS RINGBOLT as 
required latter place. Hospital unit Cub 1 establish at 
BUTTON. Baker generally Cub 13 and 7th Const Bn at BUTTON. ' 

Cub 13 unload and establish storage and forv'arding camp at 
TOITE POPPY. Forward material and personnel to BUTTON only 
as required latter place. Consult Staff Comsopac in this 
respect. After establishment storage and camp at ’.VIIITE POPPY 
Comcub 13 proceed to BUTTON and report CG BUTTON, under prin- 
cipal of unity of command, as commanding officer advanced 
naval base BUTTON. Hospital unit Cub 13 remain '.VIIITE POPPY 
until further orders. Cast for gialdance this general prin- ' 

cipal is established that rigid adherence to cub organization 
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07 2206 (COI>:SOPAC Continued) 



cannot be maintained. Personnel and material must go 
where most needed. Consult Comsopac staff freely this 
regard and consult Comalrsopac relative Cub aviation 
personnel and material and construction aviation facil- 
ities. Dog. ’Vhen initiated, construction activities 
at apricot will be under Comcub 13 in addition to duties 
outlined above. Easy. Comcub 1 and Comcub 13 submit 
early recoimnendations for development respective bases 
to Comsopac via base commanders and Comalrsopac. Comcub 
1 relieved of all duties in connection with Cub 13. 



08 1556 HQ, I.IARCORP TO COhSOPAC II'FO COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 



Urdis 070356 assembling 5 officers 000 enlisted ACPP for 
transfer Sopac fagtrans after 25 Sept. Also 8 officers 
and 1200 enlisted available San Diego about 20 Oct. 
Parachutists for 1st div available initial rate 30 per 
week beginning 1 Oct. Further replacement will be sent 
as available and required. Comment requested on early 
program of v;ithdrav/al of PKP officers excess in rank to 
meet urgent needs U.S. 



C 

08 1736 r/ffiSPi 



This part 1 of 2 part message. Part 1 is being transmitted 
as 082234 and 082240 and part 2 is being transmitted as 
082355. V/ith reference Secnav secret letter April 20 1942, 
subject United Kations operations in Pacific theater, 

Cominch has approved deletion paragraph 10 (c) of directive 
to CinOPaciflc Ocean areas and is recommending substitution 
of the follov;ing: Quote 10 C (l) in the exercise of command 

over armed forces v/hich the Kew Zealand government has 
assigned, or may assign, for the local defense of I'ew 
Zealand, the Nev/ Zealand Chiefs of Staff will be the agency 
throiigh which such local command is exercised. COPS USA 
informed. Quote (2) in the exercise of command the prin- 
ciples of command as set forth in paragraph 14 of ABC 1 
are applicable, ^.note (3) v/lth regard to the possible 
movement of Kev/ Zealand forces out of i«ew Zealand terri- 
tory, the following by the U S Chiefs of Staff to the 
president is self explanatory: 




08 2234 COKINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC 
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Sept. (aCT) 

08 2240 Quote proposals of the U S Chiefs of Staff (for opera- 
tions in the Pacific Ocean A.reas) nade to the President 
as U 3 Commander in Chief are subject to review by him 
from the standpoint of higher political considerations 
and to reference by him to the Pacific War Concul in 
Washington when necessary. The Interests of the nations 
whose forces or whose land possessions may be Involved 
in these military operations are further safegiiarded by 
the pov;er each nation retains to refuse the use of its 
forces for any project v/hich it considers inadvisable 
unquote the Nev/ Zealand Covernment has accepted change 
and the matter is be.ing referred to ^nlted States Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, v/hose concurrence is expected, ^nd 
Part 1. Refer to this as Comlnch 002234 




08 2355 




Part 2 of 2 part message. I'iew Zealand Government in 
accepting modification pointed out that the following 
reservations must be borne in mind: (l) New Zealand 
army equipment is of British type. (2) They must keep 
up their middle east forces. (3) They have overseas 
air force commitments for (a) training program in 
Canada, (b) Nev; Zealand squadrons in the United Kingdom. 
(4) Consultation with the Prime f^inlster in New Zealand 
if required for future movements. Upon approval by 
United States Joint Chiefs of Staff change to directive 
to CinC Pacific Ocean Areas will be Issued, ^nd 2 
part message. Refer to this as Cominch 082234. 
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09 1215 GQUIAIRPOPAC to GOLISOPAG info CI^TCPAG. 







Gomcub ONE from GAGTIF recommends SANTA ANA proceed there 
soon as possible and unload. Gomgen GAGTUS 080251. In that 
ship is 700 bundles marston and 1200 rolls sommerfield mats. 
3000 drums avf^as. Both gas and water t ankage . Power shovel. 
All urgently required. Gub ONE executive has verified local- 
ly. Estimated 1 + days required to unload v;orking 24 hours. 

He will put on board some miscellaneous equipment recently 
requested. Foregoing seems good solution if unloading time 
acceptable and I concur. Proposals my 08706 become alter- 
natives. 9 planes crashed yesterday attempting to use 
GAGTUS field which today Wednesday is practically inopera- 
tive. Situation serious and quick action necessary. 

08 0935 GOMGSN 1st NiARDIV. to GTE 62. Info GOT-ISOPAC. 




Urdis 070348. Boats landed vicinity P0038 (not Gincpac 
Grid). 3 miles west of GAPE ESPEIhiNCE. Jap force thought 
possibly 1000. Infoimation of strength and exact location 
oeing gathered by Goast Watcher. Area distant 2 days, 
liovement by trail not feasible for forces with necessary 
arms. Intend to attack as soon as APD's or other suitable 
water transportation made available to this division. 

Haiders and para troops made attack at TAIVU today. Full 
report on their return. In view this move no further action 
oeing taken your 031652 pending conference your arrival. 



08 2030 GOMINGH to CINGPAG Info GOLISOPAG. GOI.tA-vIPIIIBFORSOPAG. 



Gincpac 062015 Marcorps directed to comply my 031313 . Re- 
placements for personnel assigned raider battalion from units 
in STRAV/ will be made at time transfer is effected (about 
1 December) if situation warrants. Latest estimates on 
completion dates for APR’s (referred to in Gominch serial 
01500 of July 23 1942 as APG’s) are as follows September 
dash 23 October dash 20 November dash 7 total number involved 
50. Estimate 2 months from date completion for arrival on 
station Sopac. 



10 0202 GQTfy^/ESTSEAFRON to GINGPAG info GOMINGH. 







Gomwestseaf ron originates. RDO Hono pass to Gincpac for 
action. RDO Washn pass to Gominch for Info. From General 
DeWitt. Following is paraphrase of personal report from 
Gommanding General Alaska Defense Goimnand on FIREPLAGE 
Operation: Au.gust 26th one Army reconnaissance force landed 

from submarine in KULTO Bay AD.AK Island. Aurust 27th one Army 



(Gontinued on next page) 
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10 0202 COir.VESTSEAFRON (Continued) 





reconnaissance force landed from submarine at SliAGAK Bay. 
Reconnaissance force on ADAK observed one enemy single 
motor float plane on August 27th. Plane passed from 
Northeast to Southwest and return but apparently did not 
observe our reconnaissance force. No other reports of 
enemy observation or units. Initial garrison transported 
on BELL. SAN MIHIEL and BRANCH arrived KULUK Bay August 
30th. All troops landed on that day. Unloading of 
transports completed September 6th. Troops this incre- 
ment consist of one infantry regiment less one battalion. 
Cne antiaircraft gun battery. Three antiaircraft auto- 
matic weapons batteries. One antiaircraft searchlight 
battery. One battery coast artillery 155 millimeter gun. 
One battery field artillery 105 millimeter howitzer. One 
battery field artillery 75 millimeter pack. Force head- 
quarters. Aircraft warning platoons, and Station com- 
plement. One battalion aviation engineers less one 
company and two platoons quartermaster corps company 
arrived via barge August 31st. Total garrison now ashore 
consists of 184 officers and 4372 enlisted men. Pour 
thousand foot landing strip expected to be ready for 
operation September 10th. End paraphrased. 



10 0725 COI.AMPHFORSOPAC to COLISOPAC 
T*d by Comsopac to CINCPAC 




The situation forecast in your 100725 and nightly bom- 
bardment CACTUS-RINGBOLT indicates urgent need for 
several PacFlt submarines that area. If these are sent 
recommend SoWesPac submarines operate on line NEW 
GEORGIA ISLAND - MANNING STRAIT. 



10 1152 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 



J 



This is for Admiral Nimltz from Comsopac. Assume your 
091844 refers only to combatant naval forces which are 
organized as of 11 September as follov/s units designated 
as indicated in PacFlt Con notice 18CN-42 dated Aug. 8t 
Task Force 17 Rear Admiral Murray in HORNET, NORTH 
CAROLINA Cruisers Rear Admiral Good in NORTHAMPTON, 
PENSACOLA SA!T DIEGO and Desron 2 plus DALE. HUGHES and 
WALilE at present absent on escort assignments will be 
ordered join Taskfor 17 as soon as practicable. Task 
Force 18 Rear Admiral Noyes in WASP Cruisers Rear 
Admiral Scott in SAN FRANCISCO, SALT LAKE CITY, HELENA, 
JUITEAU and Desron 12 less WOODWORTH and MCCALLA plus 
CLARK last named temporarily absent escorting. 



(continued on next page) 
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10 1152 GOMSOP^vG to CINCPAC ( Continued) 

Task Forces 17 and 18 together comprise Task Force 61 
Rear ^idmiral Noyes. Task Force 62 Rear admiral Turner 
Transdivs 8 and 10. Transdiv 12 less CALHOUN GREGORY 
LITTLE. Transdiv 2 less ALI.IAACK IIAxRRIS. Transdiv 4 
less PROCYON and ALCYONE plus ALCHIEA. Follov/ing units 
of Minron 2: Corainron 2 in HOPKINS, ZANE TREVER, 

SOUTHARD, HOVEY. Transdivs of Task Force 62 are organi- 
zed into Divs in accord my approved dispatch 170841 of 
Au.gust. Task Force 63 Hear Admiral l«IcCain CURTISS, 
MACKINAC, MAGFARLAND, BALLARD with attached aircraft. 

Task Force 64 Rear Admiral 'Yright in MnHJEAPOLIS, BOISE, 
LEAUDER Desdiv 22 plus FARRAGUT MAGDONOUGH. Combatant 
units available SoPac area not assimed to Task Forces 
ATLANTA, liULL, AYLWIN, EENHAM Desdiv 15 less WILSON all 
of which currently or prospectively on escort assign- 
ments but later Intended in part to augment task forces. 
Also GAMBLE, BREESE, TRACY currently employed in inter- 
base and aircraft tender excort assignments. Not in- 
cluded are Task Force 11 as constituted for return to 
Pearl my 080342 and Task Group 2.12 7/hich I intend 
assign to Task Force 18 as soon as available, with 
Combatdiv 6 in WASHINGTON. ACHILLES made available 
2 months refit FULCRUM commencing mid September. MONOV/AI 
utilized for special missions of short duration. 




11 1028 C0MAIR70PAC to LIACI-CINAC info COMSQPAC. CTF 6l. 

At 0500 L (-11) tomorrow Saturday MACTCIMAC RflLLilRD depart 
APRICOT retiring to South. All flyable planes take off 
daylight. Those on search proceeding on mission. Remainder 
as a group operate in general area to South and within 60 
miles iVPRICOT. If no threatening enemy contact received 
from search planes by 0830 L (-11) Task Group 63.5 less 
search planes return APRICOT, As replacement am sending 
one plane from BUTTON forenoon tomorrow call 46V35. A 
second plane call 45^35 v/ill arrive after completing search 
sector 5. Return any 2 your nlane crews via BALLAIiD. 
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GOMIIIGH TO CIHGPAC CQMSOPAG INFO COM 12 COMSEFQR 3UBG0M 



It v/ill be possible to embark 1 Army regimental combat 
team of 43rd Infantry division approximate strength 5000 
in such a manner as to permit direct routing to White 
Poppy or diversion by you enroute. Estimate this regi- 
ment ready depart U.S. early October. Advise if this 
modification in loading Army units specified in my 
291240 August desired by you. GofS U.S, A. informed. 

13 0933 Comairsopac to C0M30PAG Info GINCPAG. GOMIiTCrl. 

When I left at 0645 L f-ll) today material situation 
CAGTU'^ OKay except for gas shortage and no Marston mat. 
Personnel very tired - no rest at night account bombard- 
ment by surface craft or by day account air alerts, 
3UTT0TI normal. Turner and McCain at BUTTON. 

14 1045 GG GAGTUS TO GOTISOPAG INTO COMINGH GINGPAG 



Enemy attacked throughout night striking at both flanks 
and rear of position. Attack on rear made in strength 
and repulsed only after severe fightings. Gontact and 
mopping up operations continued throughout day. Our 
casualties approximately 35 dead 160 wounded. Enemy 
dead exceeded 500. At 2300 cruiser and 2 D'j^s bombarded 
Dukum area little damage no casualties. Enemy' zeros 
over at 0700 0300 and 1745. 4 shot down. Our losses 1 

P4. Pilot saved. All times L (-11). 

G.g.M^ 1st Div to GOMSOPAC. CTF 62. 

15 0726 /Yout 140120 . My 141045 . Enemy struck in three areas. 

Gaptured operation man indicated attack sent off as planned. 
Success of either thrust v;ould have given him t emnorary 
possession of air field. Thrust at rear was main effort. 
Difficult to determine numbers in nifrht attacks but forces 
on ri^rht flank and rear probably exceeded 2000. Suspect 
destruction of loats b 3 '’ aircraft at SAN JORGS Island and 
CAPE E^’PERANCE as cause. At 1200 love (-11) today al- 
though numerous snipers in position patrols to flank and 
rear had only one contact. Main effort made along narrow 
ridge was stopped by 400 raiders and paratroops under 
Sdson supported by intense artillery fire only after 10 
hours hand to hand fighting during which our troops suffered 
over fifty per cent casualties. We have lost three tanks. 
Our casualties to date are 363 some of which are only 
slightly wounded. 
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14 2247 OINCPAC to CQMSOV/ESPAC Info GOMINCH. COMSO'^AC. C0MSU3PAC. 




For MacArthur from Nimitz. Plan to place one tender and six 
modern submarines under operational control Ghorraley. For 
best employment these and in view disposal of S-boats made 
by Corainch I 3 I 83 O request that as S-boats withdraw you make 
available for Pacflt sub operations that portion your area 
bounded as follows. On South by lat 23 S. On west by long 
155-E to lat 11 S thence alon;?: a line to East Cape on 
southeast OUniSA. Thence northwest along NET// GUIIJEA 
coast to longitude 142 E. Thence north to equator. 

16 0900 COMSOPAC to CTF 64. 65. Info CTF 63. 17. 18. OINCPAC. 




My information indicates -possible slackening enemy effort 
against CACTUT for next day or two while reinforcing troops 
ashore for combined repeated attempts. Consider safest 
time entrance CACTUS next 2 days. At your discretion and 
provided sufficient fuel vessels trans'div 2 to make trip 
in and then out to rendezvous, proceed CACTUS reporting 
via DD your intention and ETA CACTUS. Am dispatching 
tanker daylight 17th grid posit G 4370 (Long 160-45 E lat 
20-00 S) to arrive 10 hours L (-11) 18th thence to Grid 
Posit G 4390 (Long 160-45 E Lat 15-00) arriving daylight 
next morning. V/ill issue further orders to tanker based 
on your intended movements 



15 0i44 C0MSU3PAC to CINCPAC - T»d GOMINCH for action. 




In view of questionable value AI^GOIIAUT as a raine-laying 
submarine in enemy v/aters due to great noise of mine gear 
and vulnerability of mine tube doors and recognized future 
need for combination submarine raider unit and cargo car- 
rier propose converting to an APS by removing mine racking 
equipment welding tube door ulantes and installing bunking 
facilities to provide for approximately 176 raiders with 
equipment. Submarine now at yard due to fuel tank leaks. 
Immediate approval desired to effect work v/ithout delay in 
Navy "^ard. No further extensive alterations or Navy Yard 
work than removal mine racks welding mine tube doors and 
reballasting intended for present. 
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15 1905 CTF 8 to TF B Info CQMIMCII. CFTc^aC. FRi^lE^iAN. CrRESN^LADS . 

DeV;iTT . 

12 F_2Z(.’s 14 ^*-3^*3 and 14 P-39's conducted coordinated 
lov/ altitude bombinp: and strafina- attack on installations 
KI.9KA Harbor and on ships in harbor and vicinity. Results: 

2 mine sweepers at submarine net sunk, direct hits and near 
misses on 3 laraie carcro vessels, hits on several small ves- 
sels and barjc^es, larae fires in camp area and base, 4 
float zero flahters and 1 enemy oiolane shot down in flames, 
1 Jap 4 engined patrol plane burned on water, 3 submarines 
strafed by P-39’s with 37 millmeter guns, stores near dock 
strafed and exploded, all installations around haroor 
repeatedly strafed, total enemy casualties estimated at 
about 500 , 1 enemy zero and 1 biplane possibly escaped. 

Own casualties: 2 P-38’s collided in midair and crashed 

v/hlle attacking zero fighter, both pilots missing. Com- 
taskforce eight sends. Cominch Oincpac Freeman and Greens- 
lade all for info. Latter please inform DeWitt. 

15 1235 CTF 17 to OOMSOPAC. 





This supplements my 1st report. B3 55 escorted by DALE 
and ANDERSOil ordered to BLEACHER at 2015 (-12). Damage 

not serious. About 12 fuel tanks contaminated 120,000 
gallons unusable. Leaving heavy oil slick. None killed 
2 injured 3 unaccounted for. O’BRIEN ordered BUTTON. 

Damage localized forward chiefs quarters. No casualties. 
WAGP had 8 fighters and I 6 scouts in air. Now on HORNET 
less 1 scout water landed alonc^side DD. Pilot and pas- 
senger believed recovered. Para. Will send ’YASP planes 
BUTTON today and recover TTORITET 15 scouts now there. Para, 
Condition WASP about 1800 I>I 15 observed from air. Burning 
fiercely forward of island and slightly down by 50w with 
list to T)ort. Believe ship being abandoned. Remainder 
task force 18 standing by. Para. ’Vill operate north and 
east from BUTTON until completion fueling Friday. 
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19 0225 CTF 8 to CINGPAC Info GOT^INO'.VESTSEAFRON. 



Gontaslcfor 8 answers Cincnac I80215 with Comnowestsea- 
fron info adee. TALBOT now at yard BROOKS arriving 
shortly. Suggest conversion of these 2 ships begin at 
once. Will release DBNT HTOCPHRBYS S.U'TDS Y/ATSRS to 
nroceed designated West Coast yard about October first 
or as soon as possible after arrival LONG CILillDLSR LSMBFR- 
TON. Am sending ELLIOT V\rith HONOLULU denarting about 
September 20 th as this DMS in urgent need of structural 
repairs to be returned this force on completion overhaul. 
Ik'^ust also return LAWRENCE to Comwestseafron by October 
15th. Am having conference DeV/itt BBCKNER tomorrow sub- 
ject unk:nown to me. Coranletion present chase FIREPLACE 
operations about end October should reduce cruiser com- 
mitment but will comment more fully after conference. 

For normal operations consider four modern destroj^ers 
adequate screen for four cruisers so GIUIER KANE SANDS 
can frenuently be made available for escort duty unless 
further joint commitments develops for fall and winter. 
Cony by hand to Comalsec. 



•8 ECRE T~ ~' 

September (GCT) 

20 1949 CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 



Troops cargo debarking AXIOM SKP transports at climate 
screened by 2 DD since forenoon 19th, Troops cargo 
debarked cavern completing occupation. No report yet 
as to status of work of constiniction of fighter field, 
Buckner and I agreed task one of Fireplace project 
"Seizure and occupation” in accordance Joint Chief Staff 
directive contained in Cominch 050003 completed. Pro- 
ject now in phase of Task 2, Army forces at Longview 
have terminated statoidus task group under my command 
and assumed statoidus unit of ADC, Force now at strength 
approximately 5,000, My supporting operations air and 
surface continue unchanged, 

21 0030 CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 



CTF-8 sends to Clncpac Cominch, Intend repeated low 
altitude bombing attacks of Klska but weather has pre- 
vented repetition since September 14th attack, Klska 
harbor now netted on line from north head to south 
head prevents for present contemplated MY boat attack 
on shipping there. 



nEPmiBER (GOT) 



22' 1002 GOMSOPAG to OTF 17. 64. CINC^AG. GT? 62. 63. COMINCH. G3DIV 6. 

The follovdng reorganization of Taskforces 1? and 64 is 
effective upon joining of Task Group 66.4 with Task Force 
17 and attached units ray 201242. Tactical distri )ution of 
units ^^ITiO new taskforces will be effected when practicable 
as directed by senior task force coraraander. Afirm. Task 
Force 17 strikins: force Rear Admiral Mu^’ray in HORATET, 
WASHINGTON, NORTHA’TPTON, T’ENSAGCLi, ATLANTA, SAN DIEGO, 

JTTNEATt^ Desron 2 less O’BRIEN plus BENIIAV, BARTON and i:SADE. 
Baker, Task Force 64 screening and attack force Rear Admiral 
Scott SAN FRANCISCO, MINNEABOLI*^' , SALT LAKE CITT", CHESTER, 
BOISE, HELENA, Desron 12 less WOODV/ORTH plus NICHOLAS. 

Absent units will be directed join Taskforces soon as prac- 
ticable. 

to 

21 2207 C0NJU,g>HF0RS0PAC./G0MrTGH. HDC^S HSMG. Info CINCPAG. etc. 

Amphibious combined v/ith junrrle vmrfare in South Pacific 
shows following. Comamphforsopac sends. Need for rapid 
means to cut trails clear fields of fire and construct field 
fortifications in dense undergrowth. Japanese are making 
major attacks at night by ruse infiltration and direct 
assault. Japanese control is excellent due to effective use 
of small portable radio transmitters and receivers which are 
much superior to our own. Our yellow painted munitions are 
easily spotted by enemy. Aviation bombs are hard to conceal, 
Japanese see our brightly painted grenades either day or 
night and throw them back. Need for reducing volume of 
construction materials to be transported. Para. In view of 
foregoing recommend following. Afirm. Provide following 
tools each company three dou ole bitted axes, nine heavy duty 
pack mattocks, nine heavy duty short handled shovels, six 
heavy duty long handled shovels, two post hole diggers, two 
cross cut saws, two dash man. Baker. Dou ole present 
allowance brush hooks. Cast. Provide two commercial macheetes 
with broad hea by blade for each snuad. Dog. Increase allow- 
ance nails assorted by one ton per division. Easy. Provide 
trip flares of at least one minute duration and long burning 
illuminating projectiles for use in 60 and 81 millimeter mor- 
tars. Fox. Replace present portable radio transmitters and 
receivers with efficient v;aterproof li^htwei'-ht type. George. 
Increase allov/ance of these radios so platoon leaders have 
them. Hypo. Provide efficient portable receivers for smiad 
leaders. Inter. Eliminate yellow, red and other orirht 
colors. Paint bombs, grenades, fuel drums, and vehicles with 
nonre fleeting paint. Array combat vehicles paint suita )le 
except color should be mettled green. Jig. Provide one 
small portable sawmill with power unit per regiment. King. 
Double present allowance hand carts. Mike. Three utility 
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21 2207 G OT.^JL^TPHI PFORP O^AO (Continued) ’ 

•part for second Mardiv reconmended as follows. Love. Leave 
scout car comr^any and one fifty five millimeter howitzer 
battalion in United States. Mike. Groups three and five 
enuipnent and personal oaa:p:ap:e particular neuter clothing; be 
reduced to minimum. Nec;at. Vehicles be only those suitable 
for roucih terrain no sedans nor station wa<?ans. Option. 

Plan for five units of fire fifty days rations accompany 
troops in landinfijs plan ^^or enual amounts as reserve v/ith 
second base deoot LONGSOW. 

20 2130 GTF B to MQUTGQMBR'V. CIVCPAC. TG fj. PP.UITT. ^ICAT^D. RAJiPAY. 

This is GTF B Op Order 11-42. 0re;anization. Task Group 
B.12. Mike Division 1, PRUITT, SICARD, M0OTG0M3RY, RAt^SAY. 
Information. Own Array Forces have occupied ADAK and ATKA 
Islands and are garrisoning and constructing landing fields 
thereon. Considerable movement of friendly shipping includ- 
ing transports cargo and submarines vicinity of AL2UTIAN 
Chain. Japanese have seized KISiLA and ATTU Islands, iilnemy 
base on KIGKA Harbor, ilnemy forces in vicinity may include 
combatant ships all types plus land and seaplanes plus 
several types auxiliaries. Code name LONGVIUtV is ADi\K, and 
CAVERN is ATKA. Plan. Mine designated approaches to 
LONGVIITif and provide antisubmarine screens and escorts as 
directed. Task. Mine Division 1 lay mines in approaches to 
KULUK Bay in accordance with instructions which v/ill be 
received upon arrival LONCrVIITytf. Provide anti submarine 
coverage and escorts as directed. Proceed LONGVIEW via AI.IUKTA 
PASS, thence through point 20 miles north of NORTH CAPE 
ATKA I'^LAND, thence through noint 20 miles north of S'.'/ALLOW 
HEAD on GREAT SITTCIN INLAND, and thence to LONGVIEW. Enter 
KULUK BAY only through northern entrance and during daylight. 
Report arrival LONGVIS'.V via first airnlane returning to 
DUTCH HARBOR or Tp,TNAK. Communications. Accordance Pac 70 
except srixard NPG Fox instead of TP’M Fox. Maintain strict 
radio silence. Obtain standard communication plan LONGVIE’W 
and comnly. 
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23 1326 COMSOPAC to C0MCU3 1 and 13. COMAIRSOPAG. etc. 






The following policy is established relative to the 
employment of CUB ACORNS and Naval Construction Battalions 
in the WHITE POPPY BUTTON CACTUS RINGBOLT areas: (a) 

All materials and personnel of CUBS 1 and 13 and construc- 
tion battalions 6 and 7 now in BUTTON CACTUS RINGBOLT are 
available for any one of those bases. ACORN ONE less its 
construction battalion will be landed at BUTTON and will 
be available for same bases. Decision as to priorities of 
needs between those bases as effects aviation construction, 
facilities and operations is a function of Comairsopac. 

(c) Option ACORN ONE on arrival report to CG BUTTON under 
principle unity of command as CO Naval Advanced Base 
BUTTON, (b) CO CUB I3 designated as CO Base Construction 
Depot WHITE POPPY which includes materials and personnel 
of CUBS 1 and THIRTEEN now at WHITE POPPY and the construc- 
tion battalion accompanying ACORN ONE, This depot will 
be employed for construction of 7/HITE POPF/ base, (c) In 
general additional construction material and personnel sent 
this area will be received by the Base Construction Depot 
WHITE POPPY and will be available for movement forward by 
increments as needed, however present and future needs of 
personnel and material and extent of unloading facilities 
and congestion of port will be factors in deciding the port 
of debarkation of future shipments. Advanced areas will 
advise Comsopac as to requirements not available at BUTTON 
or in ACORN ONE, My 072206 modified to accord with above. 
Action COMCUBONE, COMAIRSOPAC, COMGEN CACTUS, COMGEN BUTTON. 
COMCUB 13 has by hand for action, Anderson pass to COM 
ACORN ONE for action. Action addees acknowledge by air- 
mailgram. Following have by hand for info COMSERONSOPAC, 
COMGENSOPAC , COIvIAIsJPHI BSOPAC . 

23 1251 COMSOPAC to VICBOPNAV. CINCPAC. Info COM 12 COMSEROI^AC. 

BUDOCKS. 



WHITE POPPY has of necessity become extremely active and 
congested port. Unloading handling storing and housing 
facilities totally inadequate or non existent. Urgent 
requirement of extreme importance to present operations is 
equipment to get large quantities of cargo from ship to 
shore. Request earliest nossi 3le shipment of following 
items robbing all available LION CUB ACORN or other stocks 
with immediate shlnraent of availa )le items. Twenty self 
j propelled barges of each of three sizes 50 ton, 100 ton 

and 250 ton. After cargo congestion of this uort has been 
relieved some of these barges will je moved forward. All 
barges desired selfpropelled type, 20 wharf units five by 



(Continued on next page) 
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23 1251 COMSOPAC (Continued) 



twelve standard. 20 bridge units. 12 five ton truck 
spares, 12 five ton crawler cranes. 6 fifteen ton 
crawler cranes, 20 five ton dtunn trucks. 40 ten wheel 
trucks ten pickup trucks. 20 jeeps auarter ton. Five 
5 ton HYSTER trucks. Two automotive repair shops. Two 
floating pile drivers complete. Piles lumber and hardware 
for foray by 500 foot pier with 60 foot piles. All above 
items to be complete with auxiliary equipment tools spare 
parts with two sets of general hand tools. Of aoove items 
pontoon and weight handling equipment will be of greatest 
immediate usefulness. 



23 2249 CINCPAC to COMINCH. COMDT MARGOI^S. Info COMSOPAC. OPNAV. etc . 

Concur recommendations Comamphi Cforsopac 21220? except 
leaving 155 mm howitzer battalion in U.S. Although im- 
mediate operations do not require this artillery because 
enemy had not yet consolidated his positions future opera- 
tions against defended places will beyond doubt require 
powerful artillery. 155 mm should be in area when needed. 
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2k 2311 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CirJCPAC. COMSWPAC . CTF 17 62 63 bL. 

Ghonnley sends. Operations 24th. 4 enemy DDs attacked by 

8 SBDs 150 miles northwest GUADALCANAL. No damage. 1215 
L (-11) 24th bombed enemy transports SHORTLAND Island and 
TONOLEH PIARBOR with B17s. 22 enemy vessels including CL 

there. Ceiling 15,000 feet. Three hits 6 near hits. 20 
enemy fi(?hting nlanes defended. 1 sure 3 possibly shot 
down. On GUADALCANAL 23rd extended ground patrols indicate 
no enemy vicinity position except stragglers. 1 Jan killed 
1 prisoner. Continued air strafing TABSAFRONGA to SAPURU. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 23rd 1 of 5 single engines 
single float planes at Manning Strait attacked S17 and was 
shot down. Bombed REKxiTA with incendiaries and 100 pound 
bombs . 

25 1456 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH COMSWPACFOR CTF 62^17-65-64 CINCPAC 

Operations 25th. On Guadalcanal 24th 1 battalion on ex- 
tended patrol made contact 4 miles to south of position 
at sunset. Fighting continued Into night when enemy with- 
drew* Our losses 7 dead 25 wounded. Enemy losses not 
yet reported. 4 enemy DDs towing landing boats were 
attacked by 2 SBDs 2100 L (-11) 24th. Despite repeated 
attacks by other SBDs and TBFs enemy ships continued 
toward Guadalcanal until 0130 when within 8 miles Cape 
Esperance were turned away. Damage unknown. Rekata Bay 
24th B-17 encountered 3 float zeros one type 95 single 
' float seaplane. Latter shot down. Carpender pass to 

MacArthur. 

25 1950 CTF-8 to TF-8 info CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

Reconnaissance Chichagof Harbor and Holtz Bay by B-24 on 
22 and 23 September drew no gun fire from either place 
planes flying as low as 200 feet. No vessels in harbor 
no sign of life ashore. Pilot reports installations 
between Chlchacof and Holts have been abandoned. No guns 
observed in emplacements. Photographs verified this ob- 
servation and in addition show dock in Chichagof Harbor 
has been removed. Original houses of village remain. 

These observations indicate that the Japanes have aban- 
doned Attu. The presence of light nine layers recently 
at Attu indicate the possibility that harbors have been 
mined. Action of enemy probably Influenced by the vul- 
nerability of small outlying garrisons. Have Issued 
orders to destroy the remaining buildings and installa- 
tions on ^ttu. This from CTF-8. NPM pass to Clncpac 
and NSS pass to Comlnch both for info. 
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26 0434 COMSOPAC TO CG POPPY INFO CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

For action CG Poppy info CG Sopac CG White Poppy 
Comgenseronsopac and Captain Dudley have by hand. 
Comsopac sends. Captain Roy Dudley is herewith tem- 
porarily designated as Commanding Officer US Naval 
Advanced Base White Poppy will report to CG Poppy for 
this duty under principal of unity of command and 
will proceed with the organization and development 
of the base which is to include the following naval 
shore activities in the port area port directors office, 
Base construction depot. Receiving Station, Naval 
supply depot. Naval aviation supply depot, naval 
ammunition depot, Mobile hospital, section base, Naval 
radio station. Radio material office. Public ^orks 
Office, Fleet post office. Naval dispensary andother 
naval activities that may be assigned, 

26 0645 CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 

CTF-8 sends. Considerable Increased activity at Klska 
many large ships in the harbor one large ship probably 
submarine tender observed south of the Island. Cause 
this Increased activity not yet apparent. Am intensi- 
fying offensive air and submarine operation and tight- 
ening coverage Fireplace while Increasing scouting 
observation until enemy intentions are determined. 



929 



O 



O 



■ 6EC RST — 
gEP*TEMBER (GOT) 

26 1256 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. CQMSOWESPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. COMINCH. 

Operations 26th. REKATA BAY 25th B17 strafed beach silenc- 
ing 2 machine gun emplacements damaging 1 single engine 
float Bi-plane on water, Same day TONOLEI HARBOR 2 B17’s 
bombed ships. Believe 1 500 pound bomb hit stern CA. In 
harbor 15 miles southeast BUKA PASSAGE 1 B17 bombed 3 ships. 
Believe 1 500 pound hit stern AV. TONOLEI HARBOR 25th B17 
saw 12 single engine float biplanes and float zeros. Shot 
down 3 in flames. Another probably. GUADANCANAL 25th 
extensive air and ground patrolling continued. Area from 
KOLI POINT to MATANIKOU RIVER free of enemy forces. All 
approaches and entire coastline covered by air search 
from 1500 to 0130 L (-11) 26th but no contact. VBCOGE 
area bombed. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

26 1259 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. VICE OPNAV, 




O 



Recommend decision as to location of South Pacific ad- 
vanced base depot be deferred as situation is changing too 
rapidly, SUVA not favored as administration would be 
difficult. An emergency advanced base denot is ceing set 
up at WHITE POPPY for CUB materials which could not be 
delivered at forv/ard bases. Vice Opnavs 241938 is the des- 
patch on which this is comment. 




26 1302 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COM 12. COMGENDEFFOR SAMOAN GROUP, etc 

Consider that Army and Marine units which may oe moved up 
to forward positions should receive Amphibious training. 
Anticipate establishing limited number of Amphibious train- 
ing groups (as equipment and personnel become available) in 
key locations in central and South Pacific areas, each to 
consist of 1 standard landing craft unit organized as 
directed Cominch serial 00811 of August 16 19A2. Should 
you concur, suggest locate your groups as follows, STRAW, 

FANTAN or WHITE POPPY, SPOONER, and COPPER. Training 
groups in South Pacific Area under general control of Com- 
amphforsopac. War Department concurs in above plan and 
suggested locations. Advise. Comsopac pass to C of S 
US Army (Sopac Theater) for info. 



26 2020 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info COMWESTSEAFRON, COMINCH. CINCPAC. etc, 

Comtaskfor 8 sends. 15 bombers and 28 nursuit attacked 
KISKA September 25. Preliminary results as reported by 
PBY: 1 AK left burning, 1 seanlane fighter shot down and 

6 out of 10 seanlane fighters destroyed on water. Photo 
KISKA HARBOR show 2 AK’s or AP’s, 2 minelayers. 8 smaller 
craft and many motor launches. Amplifying report will be . 
made when full narticulars are known here. 
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26 2330 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. COM 12. Etc. 







Comtaskforce 8 262020 am-Dlified. 9 B-24*s took part in 
attack with 11 P-39's and 17 P-40’s, 1 3-17 and 1 B-24 
photo shins. Renort hits on 1 transnort 2 suomarines 
strafed, 1 float nlane shot down and from 5 to 8 float 
planes out of 20 caupiht on surface. Shore installations 
strafed. Enemy casualties estimated 150. Only minor 
damage to our nlanes. 2nd attack attempted in afternoon 
forced to turn back due to weather. 3 B-24’s bombed shore 
installations on previous day. Extent of damage to enemy 
unknown. Stations addressed deliver locally for info to 
Cominch, Cincpac, Admirals Greenslade and Freeman and SanFran 
also to General DeWitt, 



27 1436 



COMSOPAC TO COMINCH CINCPAC COMSWPAC CTF 64 63 62 17. 




Operations 27th. 26th 8 B-17s struck shipping Palsl 
Shortland. 1 large AP hit heavily left burning probably 
sunk. 1 CA hit on stern left afire. 3 float zeros and 

3 float biplanes shot down. B-17 on patrol at Palsl 
attacked by 4 float zeros. 1 damaged forced land In 
water. B-17 on patrol Rekata Bay strafed single engine 
float biplane on beach, 26th small enemy force was con- 
tacted west l>Jatanlkau river. Was being encircled morn- 
ing 27th. Patrols on Plorlda killed 9 captured 3. 
Ghormley sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur. 27th at 
Guadalcanal 1355 Love (-11) 18 Jap bombers escorted by 
13 fighters were engaged by our fighters. Enemy losses 

4 bombers 5 fighters. All our planes returned, 1 SBD 
on ground destroyed. 




28 1326 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC COMSWPAC. CTF 62 63 64 17. 

Operations 28th. V/hile on patrol 27th plane shot down 1 
single float binlane 35 miles south GIZO, Same day B-17 
near NAIJFNAGA ISLAND attacked by Jap seaplane. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. GUADALCANAL had its 
49th air raid 28th. 25 Jap bombers 18 zeros at 1345. Our 

fighters intercepted, Japs jettisoned bombs. Jap losses 
23 bombers 1 zero. Our losses no pilots no planes no damage. 
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29 1226 CQMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWESPAC . GTE 17 62 63 6L. 




Operations 29th, On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-2yth 
enemy reinforced his position at I^TANIKAU, Operations 
continuing at last report but enemy not yet dislodged, 
Ghormley sends, Carnender pass to MacArthur, Air opera- 
tions impeded bad weather. 



30 0030 CTF 8 to TF 8. COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMGEN WPG. COM’>VESTSEAERON.etc . 






Attack on KISKA Sept 2?th by 6 B 24’ s: Dropped 48 500 pound 

bombs from altitude of 1 to 3000 feet on ships in harbor and 
shore installations, shot down 1 float zero, no further 
damaged reports as yet, no losses, most AA fire received 
from ships in harbor. Also 2?th Sept 3 bombers attacked 
enemy transport and destroyer 100 miles north KEMICHI, near 
misses in stern causing transport to stop. Night attack 
on KISKA 28 September by 8 B24's supported by 1? fighters: 

4 float zeros shot down, 1 submarine renorted sunk with 
500 pound Domb, hits and near misses by 8 500 pound bombs 
on 1 transport considered badly damaged and sinking, all 
bombing at 5000 feet, 64 500 pound bombs dropped on ships 
and shore installations, AA opposition stronger than on 
previous attack, our losses one P 39 down at sea 5 miles 
southeast LITTLE KIPKA pilot believed lost, one B-24 
hydraulic system damaged by gun fire andcracked up on 
landing 1 of crew slightly wounded, 3 destroyers left KISKA 
harbor during attack, 2nd attack launched 1058 W (plus 10) 
no reports as yet, Catalina dropped 2 charges 28th along- 
side small enemy freighter 50 miles north of BULDIR with 
possible damage to freighter. Also 28th September bombers 
burned and photographed ATTU village no opposition however 
weather plane reported being fired on from ATTU, no amplify- 
ing report but possible indication presence of lookout 
station. 
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30 2335 CTF-8 TO TF-8 INFO CINCPAC COMINCH COM-14 etc. 





Comtaskfor 8 amplified report of operations 28 Sept. 

3 B-24s destroyed with thermite bombs all buildings 
Attu village except church, heavy explosions among 
houses during fire, bombers then dropped 4 thermite 
bombs astradle freighter north of Buldlr Island also 
strafed ship silencing AA guns. 5 B-24s supported by 
16 fighters in afternoon attack on Kiska bombed shipping 
at 9000 feet, near misses, no interception, no battle 
damage. 3 B-24s bombed freighter north of Sirius Point 
at 1 to 4000 feet, near misses. Observation south of 
Kiska reports tents, stores, excavation, auxiliary 
vessel and boat in Gertrude Cove, encountered 37mm fire. 
No morning mission 29th due to weather. Deliver locally 
to Comlnch Clncpac Freeman and Greenslade all for info. 
Latter to inform Dewitt. Buckner has by hand. 



30 1022 COMAMPHFORSOPAC TO BUSHIPS OPNAV INFO CINCPAC COMINCH Etc. 







This is part 1 of Comamphf orsopac 301030. Following 
despatches not to all addees are referenced. Comtrans- 
groupsopac 232350 August. Buships 022231. RDO Washing- 
ton 032120. Com 12 230120. My 232249, 250607 and 290604. 
Incident to operations August September following land- 
ing craft have been left at bases Cactus Ringbolt Button 
Fetlock and are necessary to their operation maintenance 
and support: Tank lighters 26 tare roger 55 tare 74. 

Due weather and enemy action others have been damaged 
beyond repair. Replacement boats actually received 
form negligible proportion of above total. In addition 
to actual existing deficiency of approximately 150 boats 
(33 percent) in 18 ships of transgroups boat engines 
and spare parts are being depleted at an alarming rate. 
This due to continuous necessity utilize large number 
boats in loading unloading and shifting cargo without 
dock or adequate water transport and lack boat repair 
and maintenance facilities at forward bases. 



30 1030 
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Part two. Some boats not operatable due lack of neces- 
sary engine parts. This force as a whole therefore 
not now ready for large scale task by reason boat 
deficiencies. Para none of references indicate any 
replacement tank lighters enroute this area and this 
type is essential. Para previous request have been to 
small and have failed to envision past present and pros- 
pective needs. Para in addition to replacement existing 
deficiency of 150 landing craft, replacement plans should 
provide starter stock 50 percent spare boats latter to 
be increased to 100 percent within next 6 months plus 
additional numbers for training pools. Corresponding 

Increase in repair and maintenance facilities afloat and 
at bases this area also required. Para request this beQ, 
threated as urgent requisition and that movement boats 
and parts to this force be expedited. End, 
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01 0454 COMSOPAG TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC OPNAV, 



Request acorns 3 and 4 be shipped to White Poppy. Comlnch 
172240. Recommend plans be held In abeyance for shipment 
to Sopac area of remaining 4 acorns. Request 1 complete 
Yards and Docks component of Cub Including 1 construction 
battalion be sent to White Poppy. Lion components depend 
on approval of projects for spooner but the ctirrent Im- 
portance of bases In spooner has decreased and White 
Poppy development Is of the greatest urgency In view of 
extremely limited shore facilities. Critical Items are 
equipment for unloading and weight handling, water 
transportation, tugs, and spare parts for all such equip- 
ment. Following additional recommendations are also in 
answer to Vice Opnav 241725 regarding escort vessels. 

For major maintenance base Auckland directive for which 
has been issued by Opnav recommend surface ship repair 
component of Lion including also 1 f la ting drydock ARD 2 
type. For voyage repairs Borabora Samoa Tonga tabu and 
Noumea recommend repair facilities equivalent to an AD 
plus an ART 2 dock at Tongatabu. Vice Opnav letter 
020803 August 17 not received. 
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30 1300 COMSOPAC to CINCPAG. COMS'.YPAC . COMINCH. MacARTHIJR. TG 62.6. etc 



Operations 30th, On GUADALCANAL during 28th and 29th con- 
tinued patrol activity txit no contact. Eneay remains in 
occupation MITANIKAU line. FLORIDA patrol killed five laps 
at HARO VO. No casualties our patrol. 29th at 1400 love (-11) 
about 20 zeros followed by small group bombers approached from 
-northwest. One squadron our fighters intercepted zeros. 

Bombers jettisoned northwest SAVO and fled. Two zeros probably 
four shot down. Our loss one plane one pilot. 30th ALHENA 
reports being torpedoed while returning from CACTUS Lat 10-47 
south long I6I-I6 east. Shaft sprung. NAVAJO enroute to tow 
her. Ghormley sender Carpender pass to MacARTHUR, 

01 1716 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. 

Fires started Jap gasoline storage REKATA BAY 30th by 9 
quarter ton bombs. Operations first. 29th GUADALCA.NAL patrol 
activity only. No ground contact. Search planes destroyed 
2 float biplanes bombed AA installations REKATA Bay, 4 enemy 
boats landing supplies VISALE attacked by our search planes 
later by P-400 ’s and SBD’a. P-400 ’s bombed strafed enemy 
trucks and troops near KOKUMBONA. Yesterday's reoort air 
action GUADALCANAL should read 4 shot down probably 6, 

GHORMLEY sends. Carpender pass to MacARTHUR. GUADALCANAL 
30th usual patrols, SBD’s attacked REKATA BAY damaging 2 
float nlanes and burning dumn. SBD’s and P-400’s attacked 
supply dump KOKUT^BONA and TENARU, No nlane losses. 

01 2100 CTF-8 TO TF-8 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC COM’.VES & NORWES SEAFRON 



Attack on Klska September 30th made by 9 B-24s at altitude 
of 15000 ft. Photographs show one possible two direct hits 
one near miss on transport left burning. Three fires started 
in camp area, AA fire heavy but inaccurate. One bomber 
attacked by two pursuits. No damage to own planes. Septem- 
ber 29th photo ship dropped bombs at low level and strafed 
deck of small cargo ship which was bombed 28th north of Attu, 

No opposition or sign of life. Possibly abandoned. Photos 
taken. Comtasfor 8 sends. NSS pass to Cominch. NPM to 
Clncpac. NPC to Comnorwestseafrontler and NPG to Comwestseaf non 

01 0812 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC. 



Comsopac replying to Cominch 181236, Carrier task forces have 
now used White Poppy as replenishment anchorage on two accaslons 
Carrier anchored Great Road just inside anti torpedo net 
cruisers generally berthed Dumbea Bay due necessity use Great 
Road berths to facilitate unloading cargo ships with limited 
dock and barge facilities. Only one berth inside Great Road 
feasible for carrier or battleship, Dumbea Bay affords large 
number BAT ships berths satisfactory except no underwater 
protection. Material on hand for 2 Individual anti torpedo 
nets not yet prepared for use due employment net detail in- 
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OCTOBER (GOT) 

01 0812 (Continued) 

stalling Grdat Road and Little Entrance nets. 2 nets 
on hand expected ready v/ithin 2 weeks. Following under- 
water defense equipment requires to make safe anchorage 
for single carrier task force. A. material for 3 additional 
individual anti torpedo nets. B. Sound equipped gate 
barges to detect sub attempting entry behind ship. C. 

Small craft sound equipped to patrol in vicinity of loop. 
Simultaneous use of White Poppy as replenishment anchor- 
age by 2 carrier task groups not considered advisable. 

30 0049Z C OF S ARI^ TO CG HAWDEPT INFO CINCPAC . 

397/29th - To provide amphibious training for units your 
command in preparation for possible assumption offensive 
action in Pacific, Comlnch contemplates dispatching your 
area one standard landing craft unit capable of trans- 
porting reinforced Infantry battalion (Comlnch dispatch 
261302 NCR 9532). Your comments desired on the following 
plan for establishment of amphibious training center: 1. 
Initial location on Island of Hawaii with a view to giving 
training to units of 27th division without unnecessarily 
interfering v/ith accomplishment of assigned mission. 2. 
Movement of training center or combat units so as to 
provide rotational training of all divisions your command 
for Hawaiian Department (signed Marshall). 3. Amphibiously 
trained units echeloned forward as needed for offensive 
action. 4. Forces echeloned forward to be replaced by 
mainland units which will in turn be trained in amphibious 
and jungle warfare. Complexity of defensive organization 
on Island of Oahu fully appreciated by war department. 
However, deemed necessary to train 24th and 25th divisions 
with view toward their possible utilization elsewhere on 
offensive missions and assumption their present functions 
by less well trained division. Priority radio reply 
desired to include requirements in Army boat and shore 
units necessary to augment navy landing craft unit to 
provide training on scale you feel essential. Marshall. 
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02 1436 



02 2025 



02 2120 



03 1356 



COMSOPAC TO CTFs 17.62.65.64 CINCPAC COMINCH COMSOWESPAC 

Sopac operations. October 1st 5 SBDs 5 TBFs from GUADAL- 
CANAL attacked 4 Jap DDs lat 09-05 S, Long 158-05 E, at 
1900 L (-11). 1 DD damaged left dead in water. 3 TBPs 

failed return. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to Mac- 
Art hur. 

CTF-8 to TF 8 info CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

7 B-24s from 15,000 feet bombed seaplane base and other 
installations Kiska Harbor and main carapwtlh incendi- 
ary and demolition bombs during morning October one. 

Fires observed. Photos taken. Enemy shipping evidently 
now being routed well north of Kiska and close to track 
of Russian ships. Prom CTP-8. Stations addressed 
deliver locally to Cominch Cincpac West and Norwest Sea 
Frontier Comdrs and Comgen West Def Command. 

COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO CTF 8 CQUIWEST & NORWEST SEAFRON 

If you are not an addressee do not decode further. 

Dewitt and Theobald have agreed on the following garri- 
sons: (A) Adak about 11,000 including 2 regimental 
conbat teams 1 regiment AA artillery 15 light tanks 

8 155mm guns and 8 105mm or 75mm field guns. (B) Tanaga 
about 4,000 including 1 battalion infantry reinforced 

2 batteries auto v/eapons AA 4 155mm CA guns and 4 105mm 
or 75mm field guns, Para 2 War department considers it 
Impracticable at this time to Increase present commit- 
ments to 11th air force which are 30 heavy bombers 40 
medium bombers and 155 fighters . Pars 3 The chief of 
Staff Army and I consider that under present clrcvim- 
stances the aforementioned forces are adequate for area 
in question. 

COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMgJPAC. CTF 62. 63. 6A. 17. 

Dally dope. Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 1st October 
only one ground contact. One prisoner. P-400 ’s and 
artillery straffed small hostile groups from KOKUM BUNA 
to VISALE, Hostile plane over GUADALCANAL 2130 Love (-11), 

3 more at 0405 love 2nd. Dropped few bombs igniting gas 
dump. 80 foot boat with antenna and radio equipment 
straffed set on fire by B-iy’s reconnaissance at GREEN- 
WICH ISLAND. Reconnaissance planes REKATA BAY 2nd dropped 
ten 100 pounders. Large explosion in palm grove. October 
2nd usuai ground patrols. No contact. One prisoner. 30 
zeros followed by small group bombers our area at 1310 

no bombs dropped four zeros shot down. Our losses 6 
fighters four pilots. One SBD landed in water. Gunner 
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03 1356 COMSQPAC (Continued). 

resscued pilot killed. Two SBD»s failed to return search. 
Single hostile plane over area at 2100 and 0430. Japs 
attacked by P-4OO at NARABO, TENARO, KOKUM and POINT CRUZ. 
Crews of three TBF’s lost on first reported rescued. Morn- 
ing search disclosed large group enemy landing boats well 
camouflaged inside VIRU repeat VIRU HARBOR south coast NE'// 
GEORGIA. On afternoon third 9 enemy DD one CA sighted 
northwest of CACTUS. 7 SBD and TBF attacked cruiser and 2 
DD lat 08-32 south long 158-15 east at 1715 love with no 
apparent daraapre. Ships observed to continue on course 120 
speed 30 until 1800. Ghormley sends. Carnender pass to 
Mac ARTHUR. 

03 2010 11 B-24’s and 6 P-39’s attacked KISKA HARBOR and installa- 
tions morning of October 2nd. 25 1,000 demolition bomba 
dropped from 10,000 feet on 2 cargo ships, no direct hits 
observed. 71 500 pound demolition bombs dropped in camp 
area, hits throughout area, direct hit on hangar at seaplane 
ramp. 1 Jap biplane destroyed by B-24, 4 zero float fighters 
shot down by P-39’s. Our losses 2 killed in head on attack. 
AA fire heavier and more accurate than usual particularly 
from north HEAD. Shore stations deliver info copies. NSS 
to Cominch NPM to Cincpac NPC to Comnowestseafron. NPG to 
Comweseafron and Comgen V/DC. 

05 0211 COM.EO^VESPACFOR to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMSUBPOTOSPAC. 

Plans now developed advance base EXf40UTH GULF with further 
plans move bases northward soon as possible. Part 2 from 
Comsowespacf or action Oominch Info Oincpac Comsubsowespac. 

2 vessels Subdiv 201 have reported Cincpac and last 2 ves- 
sels this division depart SUMAC about 19th October. Recom- 
mend as follows (A) Complete transfer to Southwest Pacific 
Force of Subron 6 and 8 total 24 submarines as proposed in 
Cincpac Serial 0192 of 26 August. (B) Transfer Subdivs 21, 

22 and 202 in exchange accordance schedule proposed same 
reference. (C) Retain 3 tenders (PSLIAS, HOLLAND and 
GRIFFIN) in Southwest Pacific area. HOLLAND to be trans- 
ferred Cincpac in exchange for FULTON at date to be determined 
later. (D) In addition retain Subdiv 53 (6 S type subs) until 
additional division fleet submarines arrives to relieve 
them. (E) Complete assignment at least 30 fleet submarines 
this area at earliest date. This number to be increased to 
36 soon thereafter as possible. 
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05 0150 COMSO^VESPACFOR to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMSUBSQVrBSPAC . 

Coriiinch Serial 00928 of 6 September 1942. Minimum 30 
fleet subs plus 3 tenders required this area to comply with 
the provisions above reference as applied Southwest Pacific 
Area. 20 Fleet submarines plus 2 tenders inadequate. 

Minimum 12 subs plus 1 tender reouired adobe to support 
offensive operations in the Solomon area where major Jap 
forces and effort now concentrated. Reference GomSWPacFor 
160419 of Sept in which Gominch concurs by his I61345. 

This action Gominch info Gincpac Comsubsowespac from Com- 
sowespacfor. Consider Griffin plus docking facilities 
adobe capable cope with all logistic and repair problems 
except major overhaul and modernization. Minimum 16 subs 
plus 2 tenders required cover major supnly routes Indo 
China Philippines plus strategic shipment routes by blocade 
runners to and from Europe. Completion marine railway 
Pinafore where 1st sub just docked gives equal facilities 
that port as Adobe. Part 2 follows. 

03 2201 - C0MG3N Ist MARDIV to COMSOPAG Info COMAIRSOPAC . CTF 62. 

No ground contact. 15 landing boats attacked at VIRU HARiBOR. 
All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead at 1300. 7 

Griimmans made contact shooting down 9 certain 1 probable. 

AA shot down 2 certain 1 probable v/hen 3 zeros attempted 
strafe field. Our losses 1 Grumman pilot rescued. Jap 
bombers following zeros turned back 85 miles CACTUS. 9 
DDs 1 CA sighted 1500 by evening search Lat 08-30 South 
Long 158-20 East, Force protected by over 20 zero land 
planes. Striking force attacking 1715 opposed only by float 
biplane. No hits. Ships attacked during night. 1 hit on 
CA near SAVO. 3 DDs at MA.RAV0V0, 3 at VISALE, 3 at TASKAFOR- 
ONGA believed unloading troops and supplies. All were at- 
tacked out damage unknown, 1 SBD failed to return. Scat- 
tered bombing during night by single Jap planes. Hostile 
groups totaling 7 DD 1 CA heading Northwest picked up by 
morning search 120 miles CACTUS. Speed 20, CA smoking at 
stern. Our planes now on strike. 

05 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8. CG ALASKA DEF. RDO BREMERTON. SAN FRAN, etc, 

Comtaskfor 8 summary action Oct, 3rd, Six B-24*s supoorted by 
4 P-3g's 8 P-39’s in attack on KISKA. 5 bombers concentrated 
on hangar and camp area drooped eighty 100 pound incendiaries 
and 12 500 pound demolition bombs from 10 to 11000 feet ob- 
served hits on target. One bomber dropped 5 1000 pound bombs 
on cargo ship beached near TROUT LAGOON results unobserved. 

Our fighters shot down six twin float Jap fighters 5 at I6OOO 
feet and one vAiich attacked bombers. AA fire light and in- 
accurate. All our planes returned without damage. Shipping 
observed KISKA one medium AK beached one mile West South Head. 
One large AK beached near TROUT LAGOON. One medium AIC «Vest of 

(Continued on next page) 939 
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05 2030 CTF 8 (Oontlnued) 

North Head, Two small DDs patrolling? entrance. One AK 
second cove West T.VIN ROCKS, One AK off REYNARD cove. 

Enemy nlanes dropped 39 bombs on LONOVIEV^T at 0400 W (plus 10) 
no damage. Info radio stations pass to following local com- 
mands for info Cominch, Gincpac, Coranorwesseaf ron , Comgen WDC 
and Comwesseafron, 

Mac ARTHUR 

05 1226 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH GINCPAC COMSWPAC CTF 17,62,65.64 info/ 

Sopac operations. Guadalcanal 3rd no ground contact. 15 
Jap landing barges at Vlru harbor New Georgia attacked by 
our planes. All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead 
1300 (- 11 ) 3rd. 7 Grummans contacked shot down 9 certain 
1 probable. AA shot down 2 certain 1 probable when zeros 
attempted strafe field. Our losses 1 plane pilot saved. 

Jap bombers followed zeros turned back 85 miles from Guadal- 
canal, Jap ships consisting 1 CA 9 DDs landed reinforce- 
ments during night 3rd - 4th. Our planes attacked through- 
out night. Reported 1 hit CA near Savo. 1 SBD failed re- 
turn. Enemy ships found by morning search 120 miles north- 
yiest Guadalcanal. Consisted 1 CA smoking at stern 7 DDs, 
Ghormley sends, Carpender pass to MacArthur. Striking 
force after them secured 2 torpedo hits on CA, During 4th 
October 2 small ground contacts along Matanikau. Jap 
losses 2 killed 3 woxmded 1 prisoner. No marine casualties. 
SBDs and T-400s attacked Jap installations West Cape Tagura 
Point . 

06 2114 CTF-17 TO COMSOPAC INFO CTF 62.63.64 COMINCH GINCPAC etc. 

Results of attack Buln Faisi Tonolei area 5 October. 
Originator CTF 17. 16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo 

planes participating. Dropped 8 1000 pound bombs 32 500 
pound bombs. Extremely unfavorable weather prevented re- 
mainder attacking. Hits as follows. 1000 pounders 1 heavy 
cruiser 1 transport. 500 pounders 10,000 ton cargo 1 sea- 
plane tender 1 cargo. Near misses 1 1000 pound and 3 500 
pound on heavy cruiser. Remainder unobserved. In addition 
put 3 1000 pound bombs on runway and buildings Kleta field. 
Shot down 1 zero seaplane and 1 float type seaplane in 
target area. Strafed 10 4 engine seaplanes on water at 
Faisi believe 4 sunk . Strafed 1 cruiser and 1 destroyer 
in Shortland harbor. During TF retirement fighter combat 
patrol destroyed 2 twin engine type 97 Mitsubishi bombers. 
All aircraft recovered. No damage no losses this force. 



940 



6CT0BER (GOT) 

06 UlO COMBOPAG to CINCPAC. COMINCH. COMSWPAC. CTF 17 . 62 . 63 . 6ii..MacArthui : 

Sopac operations. B-I7s on strike morning 5th turned back 
by weather. One nlane penetrated to 3UICA bombing parking 
area. Twenty 100 lb bombs. Planes on ground reported 
damaged. Eighty eight 100 nound bombs dropped on GIZO. No 
observed results. REKATA BAY attacked by eight planes from ‘ 

GUADALCANAL morning fifth. One small plane and motor launch 
destroyed in water. Two of six enemy planes shot down. 

Beach bombed and strafed. Ghormley sends, Carpender pass 
to MacArthur. One SBD forced down SANTA ISABEL. Prep four 
hundreds attacked boats and installations TASSAFARONGA and 
MAROVOVO during day fifth. Enemy force six dog dogs ap- 
proaching from north west were attacked throughout night I 

fifth - sixth. One DD sunk and one reported damaged first 
attack. Two TBE failed return from night search. Usual 
ground patrols GUADALCANAL, Several small contacts in 
MATANIKAU RIVER area. Our casualties one killed six wounded. 

Jap losses exceed 10 killed. 

07 2025 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. GOMNWSEAFRON. etc . 

Oct 6th attack on KISKA by 8 B-24s supported by 10 P-39s and 
8 P-38s, Bombing from 10 to 12,000 feet with 500 lb demoli- 
tion bombs, 28 on hangar area, 33 on GERTRUDE COVE camp area, 

8 on large AK in harbor, 12 on large AK and corvette in 
GERTRUDE COVE, Pursuit strafing harbor area set fire to 
one of 5 zero float planes on water damaged another also 
damaged radio station, reported ship in harbor on fire and 
sinking also fire in camp area as result of bombing. All 
planes returned with minor damage to 1 B -24 and 1 P-39. ' 

Reconnaissance ATTU and AGATTU showed no signs ^of any enemy 
occunation. This is from CTF 8. NSS pass to '^ominch NPTi 
pass to Cincpac. NPC pass to Comnorwestseafron NPG pass to 
Comwestseafron and CGADC repeat CGADC, 

09 0125 CINCPAC to COMINCH 



Details of additional information urdis 071630 on existing 
situation between ^iilitary and Naval Governors SAIiIOA not 
available nor even brought to attention Cincpac. On basis 
first hand information obtained from officer teranorarily at 
PEARL from SAI.'.OA believe existing situation recuires no change 
in recommendations made my serial 0202V/ of Sept 6. Only known 
basis of unsatisfactory situation is that present Naval Gover- 
nor does not have unrestricted prestige and authority of his 
predecessors. As in HAV/AII this condition follows logically 
from present military situation and unavoldaole during emer- 
gency. Believe it undesirable to add civil administrative 
duties to military governor who is also in command of combatant 
troops and should be free to move to another area at a moments 
notice. My recommendations to specific changes proposed are 
negative to Afirm Baker and Cast. If my recommendations are 
approved will issue instructions to both governors with view 
to clarifying situation. 941 
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07 1246 COI^OPAC to GOMINCH. CINCPAC. C OM^OY/ESPAC . GTF 17. 62. 63. 64 . 

Sopac operations. Morning 5th in extremely unfavorable 
weather Task Force 17 struck BTJIN-FAISI-TONOLEI area with 
16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo planes dropping 8 
1000 pound bombs 32 500 nound bombs. Hits reoorted: 1000 

pounder each on CA and AP. 500 pounders on 10000 ton cargo 
ship, seaplane tender, cargo shin. Near misses with 1000 
nounder and 3 500 pounder on CA. Remainder unobserved. 

Also dronped 3 1000 pounders on runways and buildings 
KIETA. Shot down 1 zero seanlane 1 float type seaplane 
in target area. Straffed 10 4 engine seaplanes. Later 
believed 4 sunk. Strafed 1 cruiser 1 DD SHORTLAND HARBOR. 
During Taskforce retirement fighter natrol shot down 2 
twin engine type Mitsubishi bombers. No losses no damage 
our forces. Ghormley sends. Carnender pass to MacArthur. 

Jap SS was attacked by our patrol nlane with 4 depth bombs 
at 0850 love (-11) 6th Lat 11-22 south long 162-20 east. 

011 and bubbles anpeared. On GUADALCANAL 6th active pat- 
rolling continued. No contacts on ground. P-400 ’s bombed 
strafed probable enemy positions vicinity KOKUtlBONO . Air 
striking force located 3 returning hostile DD*s 225 miles 
northwest GUADALCA?IAL morning 6th. Did not attack due 
heavy enemy fighter coverages. 

10 0150 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. COMINCIL COMf-BNALADBF. etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 sends summary offensive air operations 
against KISKA Oct 8th. 6 B-24’s, 2 B-17’s supported by 

12 P-38's at altitude of 3400 feet dropped 12 500 lb 
demolition bombs and 57 incendiary bombs on camp area 
starting at least 3 fires. Also dropped at 3800 feet 

12 500 lb demolition bombs on cargo ship in GERTRUDE COVE. 

4 P-38’s strafed AA installations and hanger also a 
freighter and a corvette. Another mission 3-D24*s dropped 
10 1000 lb demolition bombs at 4000 feet on same ship in 
GERTRUDE COVE, photos taken damage still unreported. Own 
casualties minor injury by machine gun bullet to waist 
gunner, 1 B-24 damaged on landing, minor damage from AA 
fire to 3 R-3B’s. An nlanes returned. No enemy aircraft 
encountered. Shore stations deliver for info. Bremerton 
to Comnorwestseaf ron. San Fran to Comwestseafron and CG 
WDC. Honolulu to Cincnac and Annanolis to Corainch. 






942 




■ SECREgi - 
OCTOBER (GOT) 

11 1006 C0M30PAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH COIvIAMPHIBFORSOPAC 




C5 

O 



11 1930 

O 




Cocilnch 261302 Sept Clncpac 272039. Consopac to Cincpac. 
Turner at sea and am unable discuss subject with him. 

A most important and difficult part of Amphibious Train- 
ing is the training of officers in the intricate planning 
necessary. This cannot be accomplished in a few months. 
Of equal importance is training in the coordinated em- 
ployment of troops boats groups transport divisions 
naval gunfire support and air support. There must be 
training in the special communications technique in- 
volved. Officers must have a knowledge of transport 
loading and close acquaintance with supply problems 
prior during and after landing. Specialized equipment 
is necessary. The formation of amphibious training 
groups in Sopac area as in para 4 cominch aerial 001006 
would be but a minor step in a difficult problem. Offi- 
cers of the experience necessary for conduction the re- 
quired training cannot be spared as they are already too 
thinly spread through the Marine Divisions. Plans now 
on hand for the training of Marine Divisions Sopac area 
will actively employ all available transports. There 
will be plenty of active combat employment in this area 
other operations than effecting landings against opposi- 
tion for all army troops made available. It is believed 
that the training suggested might convert well trained 
army divisions into half trained amphibious divisions. 

If amphibious training is necessary for army troops sent 
to the Sopac area it is recommended that it be thorough 
and be done in the United States where personnel and 
facilities perhaps are available. 

CTF-8 to TASKFORCE 8 INFO CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 



Six attack missions flev/ to Klska 9 October. Total 
planes for six flights: 10 B-24, 8 B-17, 4 P-39 and 
8 P-36. Bombs dropped from low altitude, numbers and 
observed results as follows: 52 500 pound demolition 
on AK in Gertrude Cove no hits, 25 600 pounders on two 
small AKs in KISKA harbor posible hit, 40 bombs of 100 
pounds on north head also 20 of 100 pounds and 16 of 
500 pounds in hangar camp area some hits observed. 4 
P-39s strafed freighter and two gun emplacements. No 
enemy aircraft observed. Own damage: 4 bombers minor 
damage, 2 fighters damaged by AA fire, all returned to 
base. Preliminary report for 10 October 3 B-17s and 
4 P-38 attacked camp hangar area from 100 feet dropping 
45 magnesium fire bombs report large fires started, damage 
will be verified by photos taken. Three enemy planes 
observed on v/ater. No change in enemy shipping over pre- 
vious reports. From CTF 8. Info stations pass to follow- 
ing local adees, Cincpac Cominch Comnowesseafron, Com- 
westseafron and Comgen V/CD. 
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09 1316 C0I.I50PAC to GOMINCII. CINCPAC. COMSOVraSPAG . CTF 62 . 63 , 7/^ , etc . 

Sopac operations. BI7 on search SHORTLAND ISLAND 122 5L 
(-11) 8th was attacked sustained minor damage shot down 

I zero. From GIIADLCANAL 8th 7 SBD’s 4 TBF’s escorted by 

II Orummans attacked CA KIT7IJGASA Class 5 DD’s at 1800 L 
(-II) Lat 08-45 South, Long 158-30 East. 1 sure torpedo 
hit 1 probable bomb hit 4 near misses on CA reported. 3 
of 10 float biplanes shot down. 1 other probable. 1 SBD 
1 Grumman failed return. 2 search nlanes which made 
original contact shot down 1 float binlane one probable. 

Both our nilots wounded but returned to base. At 1315 L 
(-11) 9th search plane reports 1 lap BB on fire approach- 
ing BtJIN HARBOR with 4 DD escort. Ghormley sends. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 20 Grummans from COPAHSE ar- 
rived GUADALCANAL 1510 (-II) 9th. 

11 1314 COMSQPAC to C0?/iF0PAC (Admin). Info CINCPAC. 

Your 102324. Flexible situation necessitates employment 
troops where and when available and precludes formulation 
fixed future policy. 

10 1946 C0?;?30PAC to CINCPAC COMINCH COMSWPAC CTF 17.62.65.64. 

Sopac operations. Two enemy CL 4 DD lat 07-50 South 
long 157-40 E attacked by Guadalcanal air striking force 
at 0640 L(-ll) ninth. One hit on CL several near misses. 

Ship left down by bow. Probable hit reported on second 
CL but damage unknown. 3 of 15 escorting float planes 
shot down also on 9th search planes from Guadalcanal 
strafed 5 byplalnes bombed AA installations Rekata Bay. 
Results unknown. Guadalcanal ground forces supported by 
P 400s concluded on 10th a 2 day attack to west I/Iatanikau 
river. Completely mopped up area Matanlkau village - 
Point Cruz. Our troops have withdrawn to main positions 
except for strong force holding east bank Matanlkau Silver. 
Early reports states our casualties less than 100 Jap 
casualties heavy. During night 8-9th single Jap planes 
over Guadalcanal in relays from 2200 to 0215. 2 Jap DD 

attacked by 9 SBDs escorted by 12 Grummans lat 07-55 S, 
157-50 E at 1120 L(-ll) 10th. No hits. Ghormley sends. 
Carpendar pass to MacArthur. 

12 0329 CINCPAC to COMSQPAC. COMINCH . 

While in agreement with Comsopac 111006 consider proposal 
Cominch 261302 is a step in right direction to provide 
basic training without diverting AP’S from combat tasks and 
will expedite ultimate readiness of Amohibious troops for 
active combat. Concur STRAY/, SPOONER and COPPER should each 
have group. Comsopac advise which of FANTAN and’ Y/HITE POPPY 

(Continued on next page) 944 
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12 0329 C_INCPAC to COMSOPAG, GOMINGH, (Continued from preceding page) 

should have group. Attention Gominch invited that ooats 
are now required to fill authorized complements of combat 
AP and iiK in Sopao ar©a, Kecoinniend those coinplenients De 
^*lll6d prior assignment boats to amphibious training groups 
in order have AP and AK ready further offensive operations. 

12 2010 GTF 8 to TF 8 Info GOMINGH. CIITCPAC. COmORV/ESTSEAFRON. etc . 

^ Info stations pass to following local addees Gominch Gincpac 

Gomnorwestseafron Gomwestseafron and GG V/DG. GTF 8 sends. 
Amplifying attack on KIPKA 10 October by 5 Biy’s and 4 P38’s, 
In addition to 45 incendiaries which started large fires 
camp area dropped 15 demolitions 100 pound bombs in camp 
area and 6 same t 3 ’’pe on ship East of TROUT LAGOON. Fighters 
strafed AA installations. lap planes on water reported 
wrecked, 2 ships in harbor beached, 2 medium AIC’s South of 
NORTH HEAD 1 small camouflaged ship in GERTRUDE COVE. Re- 
port for 11 October 6 B24’s from 8 to 10 thousand feet 
bombed shipping and shore installations KISKA. 40 - 500 
pounders on ship East of TROUT LAGOON and ship West of SOUTH 
HEAD no hits. 2? same type bombs on camp area damage unknown. 
Only above 2 previously damaged ships still in harbor also 
1 still in GERTRUDE GOVE, Catnlina on search mission South 
of KISKA contacted small enemy AK and attacked with 2 500 
pound bombs and machine guns bombs missed received an AA hole 
in wing. Another Catalina on search North of KISICA contacted 
enemy small AK. 4 heavy bombers drooped 24 500 pounders from 
1,000 feet no hits, Catalina dropped 1 bomb which also 
missed then strafed decks v/ith machine guns, HALIBUT on 
patrol in this area then made contact and attacked on sur- 
face with torpedoes at I600 yards. Torpedoes did not de- 
tonate. Enemy vessel was Queen ship equipped v.'ith 3 guns 
forward and submerged torpedo tubes. Torpedo missed HALIBUT 
10 yards to nort. HALIBUT retired undamaged. 

12 2234 GTF 8 to GINCPAC . 

Gomtaskforce 8 reply to your 112155. Garrison strength LONG- 
VIE’.Y now 7500 . V/ill be approximately 9000 about October 23rd 
at which time original FIREPLACE project will be approximately 
completed. CLUAITE and CAVERN 750 each of v;hich is ultimate. 
AHULET 0, V/hen garrison at LONGVIE-7 reaches approximately 
11000 about 15 November plan is to start garrisbn at A7TLET 
by movement of troops from LONGViaTV. Additional troops from 
ALA^^ILAN sector will eventually bring total to 11000 troops at 
LONGVIE’V and 4000 at AliULST. Estimate fighter strip at CAVERN 
will be completed about November 10. Work continuing on ad- 
ditional strir) at LONGVIE-Y. Landing area 3300 by 100 feet 
v/ill be finished by October 18 at CLIT.IATE. 
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13 0139 GINGPAG to CTP 8 to GQMUTGH. GQIjllORTOEAPnONT. 

In view changing situation in Pacific Ocean Areas adjust- 
ment of forces must be made. Believe enemy deeply committed 
in Sopac and not prepared to carry out more than minor raids 
chiefly by submarines in Uorthern area. V/e must continue 
pressure and replace losses in Sopac and this requires all 
forces that can be assembled. The above factors and im- 
pending bad weather point reduction in Northern Force. Para. 
Propose following for your comment. A. On completion present 
patrol reduce surface forces to those actually needed for 
escort. Do not consider cruisers will be needed except as 
escorts supplied by Gincpac for imnortant troop movements. 

3. In view 1 + more S boats shortly will be added to squadron 
45 retire large submarines after present patrols completed. 
V/ould also return Captain Colclough to Pearl if you con- 
sider duties can be performed by Comdr. Gray. C. Return 
F4F4's for employment carriers or Sopac, 

12 1316 G0?iS0PAG to COMIHCH. GINCPAC. COM^QVntiSPAC . CTF 17 62 63 64 . 

Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 11th had no ground contacts. 
Patrol found abandoned -Tap 75 2 erun battery East of own 

nosition. 2 hour air alert beginning 1240 L (-11) 11th. 

Enemy planes in waves. 16 0’s then If^ bombers and 4 0's then 
B bombers 4 0*s. Bombs dropped on KOLI POINT. Shot down 8 
Jap bombers 4 0’s, V/e lost ! P-39 1 Grumman. Grumman pilot 
rescued. Our Task Force intercepted enemy surface vessels 
near SAVO ISLAND about midnight 11th. Preliminary and in- 
conclusive reports indicate enemy suffered considerable dam- 
age but details not yet confirmed. Air attack on 2 Jap 
cruisers at 1020 L (-11) 12th Lat 09 South 157-15 East re- 
sulted 1 torpedo hit several near bomb misses on 1 CA left 
dead in water burning. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 60 hundred pound and 2 1000 bombs dropped BUIcA 
airdrome by B-17 striking force. 5 of 15 0's on runway 
destroyed. Many fires started, 

14 1410 COMSOPAC to GINCPAC Info COMINCH . 

Situation midnight 14-15 local. Estimate that 6 enemy AP 
heavily supnorted b''^ surface shins will land large number of 
troops on CACTUS tonight. Enemy carriers and a force of 
cnaisers were renorted today about 25O miles north of ilALAITA. 
Our carrier group is refueling north west of POPPY. And Task 
Force 64 is at BUTTON after their recent action. Intend to 
employ the carrier group and available surface forces to pre- 
vent further large scale landings feeling that the situation 
is critical and enemy reenforcements must be stopped if our 
nosition in CACTUS is to be held. Estimate our carrier group 
can be in position to strike late afternoon 15th and Taskgroup 
17.8 can join Task Force 64 and reach the CACTUS area after- 
noon of the 16th. 
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13 2000 COMINCH to GINCPAG Info CofS ARJ^. 



''^our 070141 movement 12 B-17’s cleared earlier today, Para, 
This MTQ,GR must be considered special case incident to 
certain general allocations of Army aircraft. Para. Whole 
situation as to Army aircraft in Pacific theater is ap- 
proachinp settlement which vdien promulfrated should enable 
you to make effective disoositions but without expecting 
each allocation to involve renlacement from here. Chief of 
Staff Army has by hand. 



15 0212 COMSOPAC to'CTF 17.8. CTF 64. Info CINCPAC. CTU 62.4.5. etc . 



CTF 64 and CTO 17,8 join forces vicinity Cincpac grid posit, 
G 6295 (Long 165-30 E Lat 13-45 S) about 5 hours GOT 15 
Oct. Rear Admiral Lee assume tactical command combined 
force desirnated TF 64. Send TG 17 destroyers to SUTTON 
for fuel when considered advisable. Combined TF proceed to 
operage general area to South and West of SOLOMONS chain 
in position to intercept enemy forces approaching CACTUS 
area from westerly direction with apparent intent land 
forces or attack our position during night. Available 
enemy info is broadcast addressed all ships and bases. This 
changes my 141442. Detach units to proceed to BUTTON for 
fuel as necessary, Carpender pass to MacArthur 



15 0246 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. ALL SHIPS SOPA 



n 




Urgently need this area 1 additional Array Infantry Division, 
Present forces including 43rd Division reenforced insufficient 
to garrison present bases and therefore obviously inadequate 
support offensive operations. Have neither on hand nor in 
sight s^ifficient force to render CACTUS secure against pre- 
sent infiltration tactics. Essential that CACTUS be gar- 
risoned with a force sufficient to provide protection dis- 
persed air fields and to take a sustained and decisive of- 
fensive against hostile forces on the Island. Although full 
division with all components is required urgency of need is i 

such that division should be sent out by regimental combat 
teams as ready. Plans being prepared for use NHTW ZEALAND troops 1 
to garrison AZTEC and BLEACHER and to reinforce POPPY. Com- 
gensopac in comnlete accord. Copy by hand to him. 

14 1325 COMINCH to CINCPAC. CTF 8. Info COMTTOWEPTSEAFRON. 



Addressees only decode. Highest Quarters Interested in 
practicability of making attack on BOODLE using 2 or 3 OBB 
for bombardment v/ith an AVG and some DD’s in supnort and 
with land based air coordinated in attack. Comment. By 
hand to Admiral Leahy. 
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16 0035 COMCEN 1st MARDIV to OOMSOPAC Info CTF 62 . 

Morning air searches negative eneraj’- land concentrations 
along coast between KOKIMBONA and CAPE ESPERAIICE. Air is 
striking at them. Request 2 destroyers be made available 
at once for shore bombardment that area during daylight 
hours. Profitable targets exist and psychological effect 
on personnel here would be excellent, 

15 2125 COMINCH to CQMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. 

Assume your 11021/*. refers to evacuation transports desig- 
nated as APH’s. These ships are convoy loaded AP’s intended 
transport troops from United States and evacuate wounded 
from base hospitals on return. They do not enjoy the im- 
munity of the Geneva Conference and therefore should not 
be used as hospital ships in advanced areas except emergency 
and vdth escort. Normal troop capacity 112 officers 1200 
troops and evacuation capacity 166 serious cases remainder 
troop space for minor cases. No regular hospital ships 
available. Sopacfor authorized retain TRYON APH 1 for es- 
sential purposes and to be returned to United States earliest 
practicable date. TR’v'ON now under NTS departing West Coast 
in PHALANX 19 October. Suggest consideration demilitariz- 
ing STRATFORD for operation under Geneva Convention. Advise, 

15 1744 COM 12 to VICE OPNAV Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. SUPERS, etc. 

In view of urgency move large number Navy personnel con- 
struction battalions renlacement personnel to Pearl Harbor 
South Pacific Bases and to Comsouwestpac imperative to 
start program of converting EC2’s to carry 50 officers 1000 
troops. All transports not necessarily employed in named 
movements. Recommend 1 EC2 be allocated by V/ar Shipping 
Administration immediately followed by additional alloca- 
tions every 3 weeks until situation relieved. To relieve 
immediate situation recommend MOUITT VERNON be employed for 
shuttle trip to PEAPL before assignment to designated 
movement. Fleet personnel officer reports at least 8000 
enlisted personnel to move. Cincpac pass Serforpac. 

Info 

15 2050 CTF 8 to TF 8./CG ADC. COMINCH. CINCPAC. C0I‘iIS0V/ESEAFR0N. etc. 

9 B-24’s supported by 5 P-38’s attacked KISKA 14 Octooer, 
Dropped 180 incendiaries in camp area, made large fires 
throughout camp. P-3S’s destroyed 3 enemy float planes on 
water, no other enemy planes seen. 1 3-iy took photos and 
combed submarine area v/ith 6 500 pound bombs. Ships in 
harbor reported as follows: 2 beached vessels previously 



(Continued on next page) 
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15 0921 GO?viAIRPOPAC to CO?>lSOPAG, 

Comeirsopac sends. KERT'IODLE brings this message from 
VAIIDERGRIFT. That Jap has moved in and emplaced artillery 
of longer range than his which is shelling him positions 
and airfield at will. That enemy surface craft move at 
will in surrounding waters and shell his nositions destruc- 
tively both day and night and that he will be unable in- 
definitely to hold these positions if this continues. 

Geiger states that he can use no more aircraft until avgas 
situation improves and until destructive enemy fire on 
airfield from both land and sea is halted. So long as 
enemy ships patrol the sea area off LUNGA day and night 
I cannot see how McFARLAND or PAB barge can be brought in 
with reasonable chance of success and until this is 
changed the avgas situation cannot be improved to any 
extent. Offensive air operations limited now to strikes 
from BUTTON, 

16 0005 GOMGEN 1ST MARDIV to COMSOPAC Info CTF 62. COMAIRSOPAC . 

At daylight 15 Oct 5 enemy AP*s sighted unloading along 
coast from KUKUMBONA Westward. Escorted by 11 combatant 
vessels with constant fighters over. Our air made repeated 
attacks. Set fire to 3 ^’s one of these now sunk other 
still burning. Remaining 2 FPA but stood out with escort. 
B17’s also attacked and were observed to hit at least 1 
AP and 1 large combat ship. Air raid at II 30 AA shot down 
3 bombers. Some damage to nlanes and runways. 5 zero 
biplanes shot down in air fighting. Our combat losses 3 
F4*s 3 SBD’s 1 P-39. 4 engined seaplane bombed position 

twice during night. Naval gunfire OO 3 O to OI 3 O. 3 ships 
firing. Damage to runways planes and dumps. Gasualties 
12th and 13 th 41 dead 15 injured. Planes available ap- 
proximately 9 J’4’s 11 SBD’s 7 P-400*s and P-39’s. 

16 0025 GOMGEN 1st FiARDIV to COMSOPAG Info GTF 62: 64. GINGPAG. 

Despite destruction of 4 hostile transports and departure 
of remaining 2 estimate enemy landed a')out 10,000 troops 
yesterday on GAGTUS with considerable equipment and supplies 
bringing total force ashore to at least 15,000. Our force 
exceeds that number but more than half of it is in no condi- 
tion to undertake a protracted land campaign due to inces- 
sant hostile operations and labor connected with develop- 
ment of this base over period of 10 weeks. The situation 
demands two urgent and immediate steps; Afirm. Take and 
maintain control of sea areas adjacent to GAGTUS to pre- 
vent further enemy landings and enemy bombardment such as 
this force has taken forthe last 3 nights. Baker. Rein- 
forcement of ground forces by at least 1 division in order 
that offensive operations may be initiated to destroy hostile 
force now on GAGTUS. n/to 
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16 0812 C0M30PAC to GTE 6l. Info CINGPAC. GTE 17 62 63. 

Gomsopac sends. Your 160330. No contemplated air opera- 
tions CACTUS Area by Task Porce 17 Saturday. See my I6OO32. 
Gomairsopac and Comgen CACTUS will inform you their air 
operations as practicable. No shore bombardment by your 
force contemplated at present except as directed in my 
160722. In view of one and possibly more enemy carriers 
operate generally South of Latitude ll-i!|.5 until air search 
information from CACTUS or nlanes of Task Porce 63 indica- 
tes apnroach of suitable target. 

16 0722 GOMSOPAC to UTP 6U Info TP 6U CINGPAC. CTP 17 62 63. 

Send 2 destroyers designating them Task Unit 64.5.1 to 
proceed CACTUS arriving via LENGO CliANNEL daylight 17th, 

Direct Task' Commander contact Comgen CACTUS on arrival 
LUNGA roads to receive info bombardment targets then 
bombard enemy positions as directed by Comgen CACTUS. 

Upon completion bombardment same day Task Unit withdraw 
by most expeditious route to South and East of RSNNEL 
ISLAND awaiting further instructions. Caution enemy mines 
may be laid close inshore LENGO CHANNEL and in minable 
waters CAPE ESPERANCE-SAVO . MacFARIAND MEREDITH and VIREO 
with PAB barge in tow may be in CACTUS area or retiring 
via LENGO CHANNEL during night. 

16 0032 GOMSOPAC to CTP 17 Info CINGPAC. CTF*s 62. 63. 64. I6. CTG17.8, 

Sighting of one enemy carrier group and information of pos- 
sible presence of second group on North flank off BUTTON- 
CACTUS supply line indicates enemy effort sever that line. 

Task Force 17 operate in general area to Eastward of BUTTON 
proceeding thence by route South of ROSES to avoid detection 
by enemy carrier scouts. Strike enemy carriers when favor- 
able opportunity affords. When practicable inform me by 
plane your fuel situation. This modifies my 150402. 

16 0440 GOMSOPAC to CINGPAC Info COMINCH, 

From Gomsopac. RDO CANBERRA I60233 and 160145 also 1 CV 
to westward of NDENI. This appears to be all out enemy 
effort against CACTUS possibly other positions also. My 
forces totally Inadenuate meet situation. Urgently re- 
quest all aviation reenforcement possible. 
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15 2050 GTE 8 (Continued) 

reported, the one reported west of SOUTH H3AD now reported 
stripped of removable gear, 2 sunken ships in harbor 1 
of which has been previously reported, 3 B-26’s made 2 
torpedo attacks on ships in G-SRTIiUDE GOVS, 1 erratic run 
observed others probably hit bottom due to shallow water at 
launching point. Our losses 1 P -38 and pilot. Comtaskforce 
8 sends. Radio stations addressed deliver locally to info 
addees as follows Cominch, Cincpac, Comsowest and Norwestsea- 
frontiers Com Generals Western Defence Command CG ADC. 

15 1346 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CIHCPAG. CQII50V/ESTPAG. CTP 17 62 63 64. 

Sopac operations. 1040 L (-11) 14th search plane machine 
gunned 9 biplanes on beach RSKATA. Believed all deimaged. 
During night 13th-14th GUADALCAJTAL shelled for 1 hour 20 
minutes by 3B cruisers and DD’s. Shells identified as 14, 

12 and 8 inch. Our 5 inch scored direct hits on 3 DD’s, 
Cruiser planes overhead all night. Occasionally land bat- 
tery shelled position during night. Morning search showed 
2 large oil slicks debris and boats v/here CA and DD where 
attacked on 12th, Shelling damaged runways bomber fields 
bomber fields destroyed 1 B-iy, 5000 gals ftas. 2 0’s 1 
bomber shot down. At I 6 OO L (-11) and a^?ain at 1820 L 
(-11) 14 th enemy landing force attacked by SID’s, Near 
misses only on AP’s, 1 Grumann missing. GUADAK3AITAL 
shelled again night 14 th - 15th. Shelling ceased at 0315 D 
(-11) 15 th. No detailed report. At 0300 L (-II) 15 th 
enemy force 4 cruisers 7 or 8 DD attacked by 4 MTB vicinity 
SANDFLY passage. L nrobable hit on cruiser. At 0624 L 
(-11) 15 th GUADALCANAL reported enemy landing force in 5 
AP’s 1 AP or AK supnorted by 1 BB 2 CL’s 4 DD’s 15 miles 
northwest SAVO. Shortly after enemy began landing troops 
to westward KOIUJI-TBONA. Air strik of 5 B-17's contacted at 
1145 L (-11) 15 th. Renorted 3 direct hits on transnorts. 

2 transports burning. BB cripnled . Shot down 1 0. At 
1445 D (- 11 ) 15 th 5 D-17 ’s out for strike against enemy CV 
reported Lat 09 S Dong I 65 5 at 1351. No report yet. At 
1533 L (- 11 ) 15 th Task Unit 62 . 4.5 attacked by 9 dive 
bomb-^rs Lat 13-18 South -^ong I 63 East. No damage. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. At 1430 L (- 11 ) 15 th 
GUADALCANAL reports 3 transports beached and burning fiercely. 
Near SAVO Island 1 33 or CA which was hit by B-I 7 bomb, 1 CL 
and 5 DD’s 
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16 1326 GOaROPAC to CIIJOPAO. OOLllNCH. CQMa'^PAG. CTF 62 63 64 17. 

Sopac operations. Goiagen GUADALCANAL estimated about 
10000 J"ap troops landed GUADALCAIJAL during morning 15th. 

Morning air searches l6th from GUADALCAITAL negative. Enemy 
land concentrations observed along coast from ESPERANCE to 
KOICUMBONA. Ghorraley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

0200 L(-ll) l6th VP’s on search for enemy GV reported at- 
tack on enemy cruiser Lat 09-50 South Long 164-55 East. Be- 
lieve hits scored on cruiser bow. During afternoon l6th 
McFarland delivered 32,5000 gallons avgas to GTJADALG^UAL . 
McFarland bombed 1745 Love loth. Stern damaged proceeding 
RINGBOLT. Two Jap AP’s seven DD Lat 08-50 South Long 156-10 
East attacked by Sbd’s. One AP hit left burning. Other AP 
near misses. Continued course tov/ard GUADALCANAL. 

16 2138 C0MA.IRS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMSQPAC. COMINCH. BUAER. 

Coraairsopac sends. Strongly recommend earliest formation of { 
Navy shore based air striking group for long range offensive * 
operations this area. Groun to consist essentially 2 squad- 
rons each B-24*s. Eia^hters and tornedo-dive bombers. last 
2 equipped with latest t\nr>es nov/ beginning production. In 
meantime consider highly desirable assignment to CACTUS as 
renlacement for carrier squadrons now in process being with- 
drawn 1 each fighter. Dive bomber and torpedo snuadrons. 

These to be drawn from carrier renlacement s of sufficient 
operation basic training. Actual carrier experience not 
essential. To be assigned operationally as a group under 
air commander CACTUS, Combat experience thus gained in 
shore based status v/ill be invaluable information future 
air striking groups which definitely necessary to successful 
war this area. 

16 0106 COMSOPAG to CO 4th DF 3TN. COMGBN ROSES. CINCPAC. C0MA:.gIII BF0R3P 

Comgen ROSES pass to 00 4th Defense Battalion action. Upon 
arrival ROSES 9th Defense Battalion report Comgen ROSES for 
duty defense base ROSES under prlnciole unity of command. 

Relieve 4th defense battalion which embarks same vessels. 5 
and 3 inch batteries v/ith ammunition and present installations 
remain intact at ROSES. 155 and 90 batteries complete 
with ammunition remain a )oard shin. Battalions authorized 
exchange serviceable tentage at discretion. Rations will be 
exchanged. An other eouipment including vehicles and tanka 
remain with own organization. 

17 0800 COMSOV/ESPAC to CrUC^AC Info GONSOPAC. COMINCH . 

Cincnao 170123. An 6 fleet submarines nov/ based ABODE are 
in northeast area as follows: South TIB'.V IRELAND between 

RA.BATTL and KAVF’NG, SAIOT Gi^ORGB CHAT-TNEL, FAISI , SOUTH NEW 
GEORGIA, between NIT:f GEORGIA and CHOISEUT. ISLAND, one pro- 
ceeding southeast along north coast of SOLOMONS to round qro 
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17 0800 G0I.I80WESPAG ( Pont Inued ) ^ 

east and IBA3EL ISLAND enroute to these 

directly supnorting Soupac operations in GHOISETTL SHOHTLAND 
area. No additional fleet subs can be moved by this area 
within reasonable tine although two more enroute from PINA- 
FORE. My 300818 Sent and IAO64O October. 2 S class sub- 
marines with 12 torpedoes each can be sent patrol GAGTUS 
area ETA 2? October 12 days on station thence return A30DE 
for overhaul prior transfer your command accordance first 
reference. -^Alternative see Gincpac 092205 October and ray • 
11653 . 3 subs of Subdiv 53 can depart ADOBE 20 October with 

12 torpedoes each ETA GAGTUS 28 October remaining on station 
12 days thence proceed SUVA and Join ORIFFIN nlus other three 
submarines that division. After overhaul there tender and 6 
subs proceed PANAI.TA. Must know immediately if either plan 
desired in order permit modification torpedo loadings. Mac- 
Art hur has this. 




16 2221 CINGPAG to GTF 8 Info COMINCH. G0^!T■T0F.^^SSEAFR0N. 

Propose to reduce your cruisers to 2. Advise when present 
commitments permit and name 6 inch cruiser to go. Nue to 
overwhelming need for strength in SoPac coraxaent on relief of 
remaining 2 by RALEIGH and DETROIT. 

17 1536 COMSOPAG to COMINGH. GINCPAC. GTF 16.17. 62. 63. 64. COMSOWESTPAC . 







Sopac operations. Later report PBY attack 0245 Love (-II) 
16th states 1 torpedo hit on bow of 1 cruiser of 10 cruisers 
and DDs Lat 09-50 South, Long 164-55 East. MacFARLAND was 
attacked at 1745 Love (-11) l6th by 8 type 99 2 place dive 
bombers. Stern was blown off aft of after deck house. Now 
anchored TULAOI. 4 zeros shot down. 7 3-17*s at 1750 Love 
(-11) 16th dropped 44 500 pound bombs on enemy supplies 
K0KTR,IB0NA 3EAGH. Several fires started. 5 zero attacked 

1 3-17. 1 zero shot down. All our planes returned. B-17 

on search Lat 08-55 South, Long I6O-46 East shot down serial 
43. No ground activity GUADALCANAL l6th. Our air struck 
troop concentrations supplies and battery positions inces- 
santly throughout l6th. 14 Aichi type dive bombers and 8 
zeros over GUADALCANAL at 0745 Love (-11) 17th. 8 bombers 

2 zeros dov.ned by planes. Unknown number others shot down 

by AA. Our loss 1 plane missing. No other damage. Ghormley 
sends. Garpender pass to MacArthur. 15 twin engine bombers 
accompanied by many zeros bombed position at 1315 Love (-11) 
17th. Our planes unable gain altitude in time intercept. 

1 bomber probably shot down. Our losses none. 
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18 1426 C0M30PAC to Com 12. COiaiTCH. CINOPAC. GO^TrOTiiirPAC. etc, etc . 

Sopac operations. GTF 1? reports shot dovm 1 Kawanishi 
type 97 twin tail 4 ene;ined flyine: joat Lat l'^-20 South, 

Long 162-47 at 1255 L(-ll) 15th. •^Iso 1 ’Mitsubishi type 
97 twin engine land bomber at 0945 L (-11) l6th. In Jap 
attack 0745 L(-ll) 17th renorted yesterday AA g-ot 6 
combers. Morning 17th 2 our DD bombarded enemy positions 
’iTest of KOKUIvIBOITA. 2000 rounds fired. At least 2 ammuni- 
tion dumps set off. Many other fires started. Afternoon 
17th GUADALCAilAL search planes RSLiTA BAY attacked by 6 
float biplanes 1 float zero 1 enemy plane shot down. One 
SBD missing. GUADALCAIJAL planes made 4 attacks against 
Jap positions. GTTADAKJAITAL reported being shelled by 
single cruiser or DD night 17th-lGth. l^ire ceased 0010 
L(-ll). Again retorted heavy fire 0013 L(-ll). 1250 

L(-ll) 18th GUADALCANAL attacked by about 20 combers 20 
zeros. 8 bombers 11 zeros shot down. 2 Grummans missing. 
Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Delayed report 
TF 17 states in daylong operations l6th strafed burned 12 
float planes REKATA, destroyed fuel dump aa positions. At 
GITADALCAILVTj made 4 direct hits on beached transports set 
fires supnly dumps strafed silenced AA fired landing barges 
KOJUTMTOITA to Er'PER.AITCE . No damage no casualties own force. 

18 2359 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. Info COMINgil. C.G. 1st MarPiv. 

Suggest earnest consideration sending 9bh Defense Battalion 
direct to GAGTUF instead relieving 4th Defense Battalion 
at ROSES. This move v;ill give Vandegrift double number 
155 mm guns he requested which are badly needed. Will 
double antiaircraft nrotection .for fields, supnlies, and 
installations by both heavy and automatic v/eapons v^ich 
in secondary role will tremendously increase ground 
defense against tanks and troops, "nit also has powerful 
ground defense nower in thirty caliber machine guns. Per- 
sonnel involved much less than if units of equal fire power 
but organized for mobile offensive operations were sent 
in. Unit in ships ready for immediate movement and per- 
sonnel already acclimated to tropics. Relief 4th Defense 
v/ould be nostnoned but move considered impelled by 
critical situation and am sure personnel of 4th v/ill 
gladly contribute their part to ensure success CACTUG. 
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19 1256 GOMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAO. GOMS'mA.O. CTF I6 17 62 63 64 . 

Sopac operations. CflTADALCAITAL iBth no p;round activity. 

1250 L(-ll) 20 bombers 20 zeros dronned bombs vicinity 
defense lines. Our fisrhters intercepted shot down ll" 
zeros 8 bombers. Two Grummans lost. 7 killed 18 wounded 
by bombine:. From 2000 to 0100 love maintained S3D and 
PBY natrol over lap positions strafing bombiner. Three 
enemy CA’s lat 07-45 8outh Long 157-05 iUast at 1700 Love 
19th bombed by search planes. No hits. B-17’s out for 
strike afternoon 19th followed by PBY strike at night. 

No report on these. TIalsey sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur , 

20 1321 GOMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. C0?.i80TOPAC. CTF 62 63 64 16 17 . 

Sopac operations. 1810 Love (-11) 19th 3 DD’s with 10 float 
biplane escort northwest SAVO bombed by SBD’s. One DD ap- 
peared damaged but continued on course. One enemy plane 
destroyed. All our planes returned. Lue to oad weather 
only two of 6 PBY’s reached target 2 CA*s 2 DD’s one mile 
West POINT CRUZ at midnight 19th. From 2000 feet one plane 
got direct hit on cruiser. Two heavy explosions heard. 

Other PBY’s bombed beach POINT CRUZ to TASSAFARONGA. All 
our planes returned. On GUADALCANAL little ground activity 
19th. 15 zeros over position 1330 L (-11). 2 shot down. 

One Gr\imman lost. 0100 (-II) 20th bombed enemy DD off 
KOKTMBONE. HALSEY sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 30 
zeros over airfield at 1045 (-11) 20th followed by I6 bombers 
at 1145. 7 zeros 1 probably plus 2 combers shot down. 2 

our pilots missing, 

20 0407 C0TmH//ING 1 to C0?lAIRF0PAC . Info GOMSOPAC. SINCPAC. etc. 

Essential that reserve aircraft be maintained BUTTON area 
for replacements at CACTU*^. Past experiences have required 
5O/0 replacements SBD’s and F4F’s every 10 days. Should Jap 
pressure continue CACTUS will require 18 F4F and 18 SBD with 
100^ flight crews every 10 days. Pass to Comma rairwingspac. 
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21 1523 COMIITCH to CINGPAC Info COI^OPAC. GOI^IRPAG. 

Part 1 of 3 my 21163O. Hidom. Your 172359. Concern- 
ing' aircraft. Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved following 
forces by 1 January. 1943. J’or HET^/GAL-FIJI-EFATE-NDENI- 
GTJADALCATTAL area: 2 groups Army heavy bombers total 70 

planes. 2 groups Army fighters total I50. 1 group Army 

medium bombers total 52. 5 squadrons VPB total 60. Four 

18 plane squadrons "W-iF. Four 18 plane squadrons VMSB. 1 
squadron V?iTB. UO VOS planes. 13 Army and 36 Navy trans- 
port planes. 3 snuadrons RNZAF Hudsons and RTiZAF Vincents 
and Singanores now at STTVA. 

21 1723 Part 2 of above. Para 2. Jig Cast Sail directive also 
provides for flow of replacements personnel and material 
to meet actualities of expenditures and attrition. Para 3. 
Navy part of these increases in air strength is under con- 
trol of Cincpac. Copy of JCS directive forwarded by mail. 

To meet these and other requirements. PacFleet nool dur- 
ing October will receive following approximate totals: 

80 VF. 85 VSB. 50 VT3. 20 VPB. 7 VR and inshore patrol 
VOS 

21 1630 Here is last part of three my 21163O. Hicom. ^Hiring 
November: 125 VF. 75 VSB. 50 VTB. 75 VPB and 10 

inshore patrol VOS. Foregoing includes VOS planes for 
new squadrons VS7D lA and VS8D lA. Para four. Informa- 
tion as to availability of planes and personnel now in 
area and now enroute is known to you. Information as to 
dates of Army reenf or cements and flow of Army replacements 
other than that you have not now available but will be 
forwarded when received. Para five. Concerning other 
craft in separate despatch. Para six Halsey pass to Harmon. 

21 0517 COMSOPAC to VICE OPNAV. Info CINCPAC. Com 12. BIJDOCKS . 

Recent developments have Intensified the need for immedi- 
ate shipment of all items in Vice Opnav 131255. The unload- 
ing situation has been decidedly improved and there are 
now only 6 ships in the harbor for unloading. Com 12 
152320 to Vice Opnav states that LONGFELLOV/, ALDRICH and COLT 
will be used for shipment of construction materials. Addi- 
tional cargo ships on West Coast must be made available im- 
mediately for further shipment of materials including the 
complete Yards and Docks component of a CUB requested in 
my 010A54. The large numbers of personnel afloat and ashore 
and the ships to be supplied from this base require that a 
ma,1or supply denot be established here instead of the 
Advanced Base Supnly Depot originally contemplated. The 
total covered storage required for laval supplies is now 
estimated at one million square feet instead of the two 
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21 0517 GOIvISOPAC (Continued). 







hundred thousand square feet first recommended. Paymaster 
General concurs in this estimate. Henuest 200 more" store 
houses 40 by 100 feet be furnished for this nuruose, and 
10 more refrigerator storehouses. Reauest complete lumber 
and hardware for 160 by 600 foot pier, and 3 comulete sets 
of battalion hand tools for WIITE POP*^, BUTTON and CACTUr. 
Large number of develonments planned at V/HITS POPPY re- 
quires construction of all types of shore facilities for a 
complete Naval base including facilities for over 20,000 
men. The maximum possible urgency must be assigned to the 
development of this base. To plan and direct the activities 
of the 19th j 20 and 24th Construction Battalions which will 
be temporarily used in this area and to be Public Works Of- 
ficer of the Naval Base at WHITS POPPY request that a Captain 
or 'commander in the Civil i<ngineer Corps be immediately as- 
signed for this duty. 



21 2300 COIvIAIRSOPAC to GOMFAnVNESTCOAST . Info mSR. CINCPAG. etc. 




Here goes account critical shortage fighters South Pacific 
consideration being given to proposal load ALTALiAHA with 
aircraft to proceed direct from SAIT DIEGO. It may be nec- 
essary to: (a) Reduce AVC units to one third allowance, 

(b) Reduce VS 11 to half allowance, (c) Take some S4S’s 
from Marine Sighter Squadrons. Based on foregoing request 
recommendation as to date of readiness and approximate 
composition of cargo for ALTAIvLAHA aircraft to be in fly 
off condition. Recommendation also requested concerning 
eauipping one Marine Sighter Snuadron with S4 units and best 
pilots available for early service in Sopac. Originator 
Gomairpac for action Gomfairwestcoast . NPG pass. NSS give 
to Buaer for info. Gincpac has. 
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/ G0I'J30PAG to COKINCH. Info CINGPA3. GTF 16 17 62 63 64 U2. 

22 2246'Sopac operations. At GUADALGANAL 21st 7 bombers I5 to 20 

zeros over field 1115 L(-ll). 6 zeros shot down by Gruraans. 

1 bomber by AA. 2 bombers left smoking. 2 Grumans mis- 
sing. 4 others damaged by enemy fire. 9 killed 44 wounded. 
GUADALGANAL ground forces 21st small contact MAT.ANIPLAU. 

Laps used some 9 "ton tanks. These withdrew under artillery 
fire. Our planes continued harassing missions against enemy 
ground forces. Occupied village on RUSSELL ISLAND bombed 
strafed by 3 SBDs. 22nd several grouns enemy planes over 
GUADALGANAL 13 to 1400 L9-II) . Made contact with only 5 
due to weather. These were fixed landing gear dive bombers. 

All 5 shot down. Airfield SUTTON shelled by enemy sub 0230 
L(-ll) 23rd. Plalsey sends. Garpender pass to MacArthur. 

21 0956 G0?iA?IPHIBE0RS0PAC to GINCPAG. Info COMINGH. COT'SOVrESPAC . etc. 

Following additional information obtained from prisoners and 
diaries. Force engaged off SAVO ISLAND night October 11/12 
was proceeding GAGTUS to bombard airfield. Officer prisoner 
states FURUTAKA was second cruiser in column and not third. 

Rear Admiral Zon.ji Goto Oigaaba commanded force. Some indi- 
cation from nr j soners statements that AO BA KINUGASA FURUTUKA 
and accompanying 3 DDs were Joined by 2 light cruisers and 
other DDs. Ensign from FURUTAKA states he saw another crui- 
ser sinking ^^^ile his ships was going dov/n. FURUTjIKA sank 
stern first. Discrepancies in statements of prisoners claim- 
ing to be from SUIRAKUlvIO indicate possibility that they may 
be from different 3 DDs. Comamphibforsopac sends. Gomsopac 
has this. 

21 0942 GOMAf/IPHIBFORSOPAC to GINCPA.G. Info COMSOPAG. GOl'iAIRSOPA.C . etc . 

From prisoners statements and diaries learned that GHOKAI 
KAKO AO BA KIITOGASA FURUTAKA TATSUTA TFNRYD and 1 of 2 DDs 
took part in attack on our forces night August 8-9 off SAVO IS- 
LAND. This force came around west side SAVO ISLAND and veered 
continually left till it retired. Firing was initially to 
starboard. No Lapanese ships sunk or hit by torpedo. AO BA 
had damage to forward turret. i'AKO damafred. Statement nade 
that force came from KAVIENG or RABAUL. i^jutes of approach 
and retirement not known. 1 prisoner says that no land was 
visi )le during daytime considered probable that at least part 
of force came south of Island chain v/hich area not air scouted 
on 8th. Para. KAFO received 3 torpedo hits and sank about 
0700 love (-11) on August 10. Diary says 65I men rescued 
before KAKO sunk. Diary states AP KINR"^! I.l^U and DD MITUII 
were sunk on Auaust 25. Gomaraphforsopac sends. Gomsopac has. 

22 2129 GINGPAG to COMINGH . 

Request approval exchange DETROIT and RALEIGH for cruisers in 
TF 8 in view Theo-)eld’s 172343 and critical need for maximum 
strength in Sopac. 
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25 1450 GOIvLAIRSOPAC to COMSOPAG Info GTF 62 64 6l COMSOV/ESPAG . 

Gomairsopac sends. Results B-17 strikes today. All planes 
armed with four five hundreds. 5 olanes sent to intercept 
enemy LONG- victors at Lat OB-05 long 164-30 failed to in- 
tercept. 2nd flight 6 planes sighted 12 enemy ships 1430 
love (-11) lat 07-50 long 163-^0 course 000 speed 25 drop- 
ped at 1510 from 15500 feet on BB nil hits. Other ships 
this force not identified but no GV. Opposed by land plane 
VF and AA. Third strike 6 planes altitude 13500 at 1710 
hit force of 2 GA and 4 DD in lat 0B17 long 160 2 hits 
certain on undamaged GA. Ghip reported left dead in ivater 
burning heavily. 4 explosions noted after attack. Leader 
reports his attack was preceded at 1700 by Dauntless at- 
tack which also obtained one hit on other cruiser. All 
planes returned. Please pass to Goraffensopac. 

25 0216 COMSOPAG to GOMINCH GIJTOPAG COMPQWIilSTPAC GTF 62 6l 63 64. etc . 

Bopac operations. 3 Catalinas made night torpedo attacks 
on Jap ships SHORTL/WD TOTJOLEI area at 0245 L (-11) 23rd. 

Two torpedoes at GL anchored off MOILA POIITT one hit certain. 
One hit probable. Also 500 pound oorab hit on another GL or 
DD. Third plane attacked probable B3 one torpedo vicinity 
SRVSiTBA ISLAND results unobserved due to AA and searchlights. 
All planes returned. Night 23rd search plane contacted two 
groups enemy Naval force. 2027 L 23rd one group Lat 04-55 
South Long 164-52 Fast GV CL DD. One group GA CL and 2 
DD. GV described as flat top no island about 600 feet long. 
One Catalina with torpedo made contact with GA GL and 3 DD’s 
at 0110 L 24th Lat 06-09 South Long 164-14 Fast. Torpedo 
dropped at 400 yards on GA described as MOGAIvil class. Force 
opened v;ith AA after attack. Large explosion which may have 
been torpedo hit noted during retirement. On GUADALCANAL 
beginning IBOO L 23rd Japs laid heavy barrage on oiu* front 
lines along IIATANIKAU RIVER. All calibers including six inch. 
’•Rien barrage lifted Japs attempted river crossing in force 
with tanks and massed infantry. Four attacks thrown back with 
five large enemy tanks destroyed. Our air and artillery took 
under fire Jap force observed early morning 24th attempting 
outflank left MATANIFa^T RIVER line. One TBF shot down by 
Jap AA. Pilot gunner rescued passenger missing. Halsey 
sends. Carpenter pass to I*lacArthur. 
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24 0041 COMSOPAG to CO^:iNCE. GINCPAG. COMgQWSFPAC. GTF 16 17 62 63 64, 




Sopac operations. OUADALCAMAL renorts 16 Jap bombers about 
20 zeros over airfield 1120L (-11) 23rd. 20 zeros 1 bomber 

destroyed. 3 bombers left smoking. All our nilots safe. 
Halsey sends. Garpender pass to MacArthiir. 1315 L 23rd our 
search plane at INDISPENflBLE STRAIT shot down Jap 4 engine 
flying boat. Small groups enemy planes over GUADALGAUAL 
1300 L 23rd. Group of 5 dive bombers sighted shot down. 1 
S3D crashed take off pilot gunner killed. On ground onlj'^ 
activity artillery fire. Our artillery and air concentrated 
on enemy 155 nira position which believed damaged. 



26 0440 GTF 61 to COMSOPAG. 




My 260200. Damage EOT2RPRISS more extensive. 2 bomb hits. 
Number 1 elevator out of commission. Can operate reduced 
number planes. More details later. SOUTH DAKOTA bomb hit 
on turret 1. PORTLAND steering gear unreliable. SAN JUAN 
2 small compartments flooded. PORTER sunk. Other DD’s 
damaged. Request tanker lat 14 south, 170 east soon as 
practicable. From Comtaskfor 6l to Gomsopac. 





26 0210 GTF 61 to COM’^OPAG . 

1 carrier of SHOFAKAU Class hit by 3 1000 lbs. Other car- 
rier of same class hit by 2 5OO lbs bombs. That carrier 
smoking and being attacked by B-17’s in position latitude 07- 
05 South Lonf?itude 161-56. MOGAMI CA hit by 2 1000 lb bombs. 
1 hit and 2 near misses on BB. ENTEPlPRISE landing HORNET 
planes. This report will be amplified. ENTERPRISE attacked 
4 times. No serious damage. From Comtaskfor 6l to Comso- 
pac. Flifrht deck immobilized due to portion of HORirET group. 
Will endeavor to send extra nlanes to BITtTON. Gomtaskgroup 
17.2 252340 gives Information oh HORNET. 



26 0210 COMSOPAG to GOMSTATAG. GTF 62 42 61 63 64 CINGPAG. GOMINCH. 



'J 



Sopac operations. During 25th Jap naval forces approached 
GUADALCANAL from southwest north west and north. Others 
operating to northeast GUADAID AILIL . Few reports yet received 
from our striking forces. 1115 Love (-11) 25th lot 07-50 
south, long 160-28 east our search plane shot down Jap fly- 
ing boat. 1052 love 25th GUADALCANAL reported receiving naval 
gunfire from 2 cruisers 1 DD. 1300 love 4 SBD’s from GUADAL- 
CAl'IAL scored 1 hit 1000 pound bomb on forecastle of enemy CA 
also damaging hit or near miss on CL. GA dead in water. 

Enemy force consisted 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD. 2nd SBD strike scored 
hit on CA and near miss on GL same force at 1700 love. B-I7 
strike of 6 planes also hit this Jap f6rce at 1710 love. 2 
500 nound bomb hits certain on CL. Left dead in water burn- 



( Continued on next page) 
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26 0210 COMSOPAG to COMSWPAC. etc. (Continued) 

ing heavily. A explosions noted after attack. At REKATA BAY 

2 small AK’s with deck load vehicles and boxes strafed by 

search plane. Plane attacked by 2 float biplanes. 1 bi- 
plane shot down. On ground 24th little action along MaTAN- 
IKbUI where our position intact. Beginning midnight continu- 
ing through early morning 25th laps attacked toward airfield 
from south. Army battalion reinforced Marines and position 
held during night. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to Mac- 
Arthur. laps still attacking this area morning 25th. In 
air over GUADA14JANAL 25th enemy fighters throughout day at 
irregular intervals. 17 lap fighters shot down. 16 lap 
heavy bombers over at 1435 love 25th. 5 combers shot down. 

9 dive bombers Aichi type attacked position at 1500 love. 

Only minor damage by bombs. 2 our fip-hter pilots jumped and 
rescued, 

27 0426 Comsopac to Cincpac. Cominch. CTF 6l 62 63 64 42. etc. 

Sopac operations. B-17 on search 1020 L(-ll) 25th was at- 
tacked by 6 Nagoya landplane zeros with bellytanks. 1 zero 
down in flame. Bombardier killed. Our plane returned. 
Taskforce 64 made 'offensive sweep through area west GUADAL- 
CAJJAL evening 25th. No surface contact with enemy. Pre- 
liminary reports from Task -force 6l indicate that force got 

3 1000-pound bomb hits on 1 enemy CV. 2 500-pound bomb hits 
on another GV. Both CV's SHOKAKU class. 2 1000-pound oombs 
on GA MOGAMI class. 1 hit 2 near misses on lap BB. Halsey 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. PBY reported at 0215 

L 27th had torpedoed lap carrier result not seen, lap force 
1 CA 1 CL 4 DD which was reported under attack 25th by SBD 
twice and B-I7 strike once was again attacked by SBD's and 
P-39*s at 0700 L 26th. P-39 got 1 500-pound bomb hit on 
GA. Very near miss on GL by SBD. Both cruisers proceeding 
slowly leaving large oil slicks, lap DD which shelled 
SEI.1IN0LE morning 25th were strafed by 4 Grumraans. 1 DD also 
hit by 3 5-inch shells from LTJNGA battery. At GUADALCAilAL 
laps attacked, in force during night 25th-26th. Main attack 
down UHTGA River from South. 1 attack this sector by lap 
29th infantry penetrated lines south of airfield. Cur lines 
here restored by strong counterattack of 1 64th infantry. 
Along JIATANKAU River 7th Marines drove laps to south. During 
25th our AA shot down 1 bomber 3 zeros. Ground troops got 
1 zero. 
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27 0031 COI.tAIRSOPAC to OO’ISOPAO. Info OTF 62 6l 6k . 

Amplifying report 51 P 6 261540. At 0055 enemy force 
2 GV 1 BB 2 CA 2 CL 1 DD lat 06-51 long 165-06 course 
030 speed 20. 1 CV very large v/ith small island other 
CV smaller with flush deck. No planes on deck either 
carrier. Fish dropped at 500 yards at largest carrier. 
Results unobserved due heavy /lA. Other Catalina armed 
with 4 contact 500 ’s made steep glide bombing attack on 
CA at 0105 1< (-11) lat 04-25 -i-'ong 164-35 coui’se 080 speed 
30. 2 bombs under stern threw v/ater over ship and into 

tunnel hatch. 2 direct bomb hits fell aft stack lit up 
ship permitting identification. After retirement 2 large 
explosions seen at same location. Attack opposed by heavy 
AA until after both hits. Plane damaged but returned 
safely. No other ships in area. 3rd Catalina no contact. 

27 0045 CTF 61 to GOIl^OPAC. 

Ny (Comtaskfor 61* s) 260440. This action to Comsopac. 

Damage now determined requires following ships proceed to 
port for further examination and temporarv repairs. ICNTER- 
T’RISE PORTKIND SAN -TUAN SMITH mURY. SHAW with survivors 
of PORTER not damaged. Commanding Officer SOUTH DAICOTA 
seriously wounded. Guns of turret 2 nicked by fragments but 
may be serviceable. Following undamaged GON'^IGHAI' PRESTON 
liAHAlI CT,''’SHING. Also -TT^NEAU now with me. Additional dam- 
age ENTERPRISE. Forward gyro out. 4 feet down by the 
head. Fragment holes in sides. Number 3 and 4 bomb 
elevators out. Also 5 inch ammunition hoists to groups 1 
‘and 2. Forward 50 feet hanger deck bulged. 3 radio trans- 
mitters out. 1 DF loop shot away. Degaussing cables cut. 
Personnel casualties SNTSPRRISE 30 dead 60 wounded. PORT- 
LAND 1 steering unit out other unreliable. Vessels task 
force 17 are about to join me. 

26 0814 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINGPAC. COMAIRSOPAC . COMGENSOPAC . 

Comsopac to Cominch Info Cincpac Comairsopac. (See Pinks) 

27 0437 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info Opnav. Comserf orpac . Cominch. Supers . 

A base command separate from Seronsopac is essential this 
area for planning construction and administration. Your 
210225 and my 230837. Long known need for base construc- 
tion on large scale now reemphasized by damage to ships and 
lack of facilities for adenuate support of land based air 
and amphibious operations. If approved I plan to assign 
Captain W R Carter now in this area as Commander Naval Bases 
South Pacific Area. Request following additional personnel 
report by air: 1 Capt for aviation planning, 1 Colonel 

Marine Corps for planning land and AA defenses 1 Captain 



(Continued on next page) 
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27 0437 COMSQPAC to CINCPAC . etc . (Continued) 

CEO for advanced base planning and constructirn and 1 
Commander or Lt Comdr Specialist in each of the follow- 
ing; Aircraft maintenance, Aircraft supplies. Aerology, 
Ship ^maintenance. Radio ^''‘aterial. Radar degaussing loops 
and sono buoys, mines, nets and booms, torpedoes, ord- 
nance plus appropriate officer personnel for operation 
of South Pacific Advanced Base Depot. Ref Opnav 241938. 
Additional assistants to the Commander ^'‘aval Bases will 
be furnished from this area or requested by desoatch if 
recommended organization is approved. Early action re- 
quested. Opnav deliver Cominch Fupers and Budocks for 
info . 

28 0311 CINCPAC to COMINCH 



For Admiral King only. While not having complete picture 
believe WASP announcement somewhat premature unless cer- 
tain that Japs had full knov/ledge of it. Also immediate 
release of PORTER'S name was hard on morale of dependents 
therefore on o\jr personnel. Recommend previous policy of 
withholding name of ship until it can be announced that 
next of kin have been informed. 

23 0326 COMSQPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. CTF 61. C0MS0WE3PAC. etc . 

Further report. Sopac operations. PBY attacks early 
morning 27th states enemy force consisted 2 CV, 1 BB, 

2 CA, 2 CL, 1 DD lat 06-41 south long 165-06 east. 1 CV 
very large small island. Other CV smaller with flush 
flight deck. No planes on deck either carrier. Torpedo 
was* dropped 500 yards at larger carrier. Heavy AA. An- 
other PBY with 4 contact 500 pound bombs made steep glide 
on CA at 0105 love (-11) 27th lat 05-25 south long 161-35 
east. 2 bombs under stern throwing water over ship. 2 
direct hits aft stack. After retirement of plane, 2 large 
explosions seen. Heavy AA until after bomb hits. Plane 
damaged but returned safely. Halsey sends. Carpender 
pass to I'iacArthur. On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-27th 
numerous smal' attacks by Jap land forces. All repulsed 
outside our v;ire . Last 5 days our casualties 86 dead, 

109 wounded. Jap losses 9 tanks (14-18 tons), one reg- 
imental battery, many heavy and light machine guns. At 
least 2000 Japs killed. TREVER, ZANE report being attacked 
by 3 nev/ Jap DD while returning from GUADALCANAL 25th. 
Scored at least four hits on DD's. They report at least 
2 of these Jap ships sunk by GUADALCANAL bombers. 

28 0351 CINCPAC to COMSQPA C Info COMINCH 

Am concerned over each of defenses of BUTTON and desire 
to assist you in every v/ay to improve them. As there 
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28 0351 C INC PAG to CCMSOPAC INFO COMINCH 




v/as no basic joint plan for its establishment suggest you 
have one drav/n up for its defenses and I will submit it to 
Cominch for approval and implementation. Enroute to you 
is copy of Joint Chiefs of Staff Aircraft Plan which sets 
BUTTONS aircraft complement by January 1st as 13 Army med- 
ium bombers, 25 Army fighters, 18 VSB, 8 VOS, and 18 VP. 



28 0921 COMNAVUNIT BUTTON to COKSOPAC INFO COMAIRSOPAC, CIKCPAC 






COOLIDGE struck two mines 0930. Sank SECOND CHAKIIEL 1050 
local October 26 in about 20 fathoms. Vessel and cargo 
total loss. Army personnel on board 4604. Known loss 1 
officer, 3 men. 27 additional missing but reported seen 
ashore. Navy personnel on board 2 officers, 50 enlisted; 
all saved. Crew ship reported 290. Only loss 1 fireman. 
Survivors being temporarily based ashore. Channel open 
to normal traffic. Ship entered Channel through mined 
entrance. Master states was not notified of existence 
mine field. Picket boat with pilot stationed proper ent- 
rance could not attract attention of ship or overtake. 
Signal station ashore warned ship but ship could not kill 
headway before hitting mine. Beached turned over to port 
and slid off coral ledge into deep water one hour twenty 
minutes after hitting mine. Letter report follov/s. 
Comairsopac has by hand for Information. And passes. 
Comnavunit BUTTON originates. 



28 1001 MACARTHUR to COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC 





Can utilize to advantage from airdromes this area any 
available B-24 ' s . Re Comsopac 272330. Assume planes 
belong 90th Group. Squadron just arrived here from that 
group grounded about four days for replacement nose v/heel 
collars. Due to lack protection underneath where inter- 
ception is normally exoected consider this type di ould 
be used in night missions. Otherwise operational losses 
and damage v/ill soon reduce weight of attack below that 
which can be regularly sustained in night operations. 
Pilots of squadron just arrived here not yet competent for 
night operations under adverse weather conditions encount- 
ered here, but expect to have them ready in ten days. 

Every effort being made and will be made to hasten train- 
ing period for pilots here on arriving. Above facts given 
in order you may have complete picture of situation. Let 
me know your decision. From MacArthur to Halsey. Info 
Nimitz . 
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28 2225 CINCPAC to COMBCPAC Info COI.1INCH. 









I ) 



Ground situation at CACTUS can be turned in our favor 
only by offensive action. Our present forces have per- 
formed magnificently but their present strength appears 
to have restricted them to the defensive which may be 
fatal if enemy succeeds in building up sufficient super- 
iority on Island. Japs have favored dark: of moon for 
reinforcing their troops. Lull after intense activity 
appears to give us opportunity now for placing strong 
reinforcements on CACTUS that will permit offensive 
operations. Comment. 

29 0130 COMSOPAG to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH . 

In complete aprreement your 282225. Supplies now enroute. 

From Comsopac to Cincpac info Cominch. Force consisting 
2 raider companies, Army infantry battalion, small AA unit- 
and ACOPN 2 shortly at AOLA BAY CACTUS to develop support- 
ing airfield there. Above to be Increased in strength as 
field develops. 8th Marines land soon at KITKUl.!, landing 
coordinated with offensive launched by present garrison 
if then feasible. Marine aviation engineer battalion and 
2 batteries 155 pruns now enroute K'^JKUII. Marine replace- 
ments 1 Army regiment American Division moves “ta CACTUS as 
transnortat'ion available. Onening chase above operations 
beffins morning 30th L (-11) v;ith ships gunfire on hostile 
Installations. CACTUS will not crack. 

29 0106 COMSOPAG to COMINCH. GTF 6l 62 63 6L. CINCPAC. etc. 

V/ASHINGTCN subjected 2 submarine attacks early morning 26th. 
SoPac operations. Several torpedoes seen each attack. All 
missed. Torpedoes apparently set to explode at end of run. 

On GUADALCANilL Japs attacked 3 points on perimeter at night- 
fall 27th. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. One 
attack penetrated but position restored by counter attack. 
Other attacks stopped outside wire. GUADAKJAILIL air forces 
attacked Jap 8 gun AA battery at KOKUMBONA with SBD’s and 
PAOO’s. Battery silenced and ammunition dump and stores 
destroyed. Continued attacks on suspected field gun posi- 
tions. No fire from these 26th. GUADALCANAL air dropped 
11 100 nound 3 300 pound bombs on Jap civouac area RSCATA 
BAY 0920 L (-11) 27th. Fuel or ammunition d^Amp set afire. 

7 float planes strafed on water. Four of these^burned. 

One our pilots parachuted northwest tip YSABEL ISLAND. 

28 0330 CTF 16 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COMSOPAG. CTF 17 . 

Your 262351 following from Comtaskforce 17 ^luote ipM 803 
Oct 18. Action addressee incorrectly decoded as Comtask- 
force 17 resulted in dispatching ships of this task force. 
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2S 0330 CTF 16 to GIITCPAG (Continued). 




Mission unsuccessful. Letter and MORRIS action reoort 
for\/arded when practicable. Unquote. Comdesron 2" in MOR- 
raided patrol line about four hours 15 minutes prior 
raid by Oomdesdiv 9 in LAMSON with MAHAN. This originated 
by Gomtaskforce 16. NPM deliver to Cincpac for action and 
NSS for info Corainch. A-is© pass to Conisopac. By visual to 
Comtaskforce 17. 

28 2240 CTF 8 to TARKFORCE B. Info COMITTCIT. CINCPAC. COMWEPTPEAFRON.etc 




Comtaskforce 8 reports reconnaissance October 27. SEGTJLA: 
Northeast coast negative, one shack on west slope which was 
in ruins. GAJIELO: Grey shack observed. No traces enemy 

occupation either island nor on ATTU also scouted. Damaged 
ships KIFKA HARBOR and GFRT‘'^TDE COYS as previously reported. 
Afternoon mission of 6 B-24’s found NIBKA closed in and re- 
turned with bombs. Info stations deliver to usual local 
adees Corainch t^incpac Comwestseafron Coradc-en WDG and Coranor- 
westseafron. 



29 0251 COMSOPAC to COMAIRSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. COMAIRPAO. etc . 





Your 240221 concur necessity establishment subordinate com- 
mand. Eventually propose Comfalr each Important base In 
Sopac area. At present WHITE POPPY only such activity In 
being. Until separate C.O. provided necessary Compatwlng 
1 continue functioning as Comfalr WHITE POPPY. This by 
mallgram with copy of reference for all Info adees. 

Ref; Comalrsopac 240221 ; The rapidly Increasing Importance 
and employment of Naval Aviation In the South Pacific Area 
makes It essential that a shore based aircraft subordinate 
command be established as soon as practicable. It would 
seem logical that this command be a part of Aircraft Pacific 
Fleet, that organization being the source of aircraft supply 
In this area. Para. The duties of Commander Aircraft South 
Pacific are such that It is impracticable for that officer 
to carry out properly the administrative functions of a sub- 
ordinate command. Compatwlng ONE for the present Is function- 
ing as such for patrol aircraft within the limitations of 
his organization v/hich is in process of establishment. 
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30 0150 COnOOPAC to CCMIircn, CIHCPAO. COfiSO'C-ypAC. OTF K7 61 62 63 61 . 







Sopac operations. 'Search plane lat 13-15 South Long 162- , 

45 Sast dropped 2 oombs on <Tap eub submerged at 0735 L C 

(-11) 29th. Larsre oil slick. Ground action at GUAD/iXOANAL 
confined to small patrol contacts and moppjng up vicinity 
our position. Patrols operating West 11A.TANIKAU report several 
hundred Jap dead vicinity POIIJT CPUZ. 3 additional Jap tanks 
found destroyed. Hostile order of battle established as 
OKA Regiment 4th Infantry 29th Infantry 15th Heavy Artillery 
. Regiments and additional units not yet identified. P-400’ s 

attacked Jap troops West IIATAITHIAU . 1730 L 28th 2 P-400’ s 

destroyed 2 float planes lEPCATA BAY. 2 Jap heavy bombers 
overhead at 0400 L 29th. Hombs fell in v/ater. At 0030 L 
30th PT boat reported torpedo hit on Jap DD between ESPER- ’ »] 

ANCE and SAVO. Left dead in v/ater. Halsey sends. Car- ' 

pender pass to MacArthur. 

30 0602 C0MS0PA.C to COPiAIRSOPAG . COMGEN 1st MARDJV. COMSOV/ESTPAC . etc. 

Task Force 65 (3 cruisers 10 destroyers 3 transports) will 1 

land 8th Marines reinforced at CACTUG on 3 November to re- fl 

inforce garrison. My 291007. Details in GTE 65 OpPlan Cl 
which Conairsopac and units of TE 65 have. In air mail to ^ 

other addressees. CTF 63 provide all practicable supnort . ^ 
by air scouting and striking opnosing enemy forces. Com- 
gen CACTUS provide air coverage for TF during approach, 
retirement and while in CACTtts area. Carpender pass to *: 

J'acArthur. Request Sowespac air supnort by continued ' 

strikes against enemy forces northwest SOLO'MONS area. 

Priority of targets carriers, battleshins, other combatant ^ 

units. Action addees acknowledge. 



^ 30 1819 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COIISOPAG. CCMINCH. 

PacFlt experience to date with defensive mining not repeat 
not conducive to extension such measures. Take every prac- 
ticable step to insure that your defensive minefields are 
less dangerous to own ships than to enemy. 
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31 0534 COJ.tSOPAC to COMINCH. CIMCPAG. COMSOV/EPPAC . GT7 42. etc. 

Searchplane reports. Sopac operations. Attack on Sub lat 
13-10 south long 163-44 east. Results negative. On GUADAL- 
CANAL 29th no important ground contacts. We continued mop- 
ping up operations. Small patrol captured and damaged 2 
lap 75 mm guns west MATANUCAU. Our planes continued attack 
missions on lap nositions. 2235 L (-11) 29th S3D on patrol 
sighted 2 lap DDs vicinity TASSAFARONGA and dropped bombs. 

No damage but DDs proceeded toward RUSSELLS. 0015 L 30th 
3 S3D*s bombed DDs west RUSSELLS. No contact thereafter, 

1 SBD missing. O5IO L 30th 7 Grummans attacked REKATA BAY. 
Destroyed 3 biplanes on water 3 zero float planes 2 bi- 
planes in air. Set fire to and strafed main building and 
fuel dump. Strafed camp results unknown. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 0030 to 0845 !■ 30th 1 cruiser 
and 4 DDs bombarded lap positions GUADALCANAL. Destroyed 
artillery boats buildings, 

31 0355 GINCPAC to COMINCH info COMSOPAC. COMSUBPAC. 

Your 281735 believe our situation different from enemys 
in that area os his operations against CACTUS is quite 
thoroughly scouted by our aircraft while he has difficulty 
in projecting aircraft to southward and southeastward of 
CACiTTS. Aircraft are so much more efficient as scouts 
and submarine offensive role is so much the most effective 
emnloyment that I consider it correct to keep the majority 
of submarines in focal areas and make information mission 
secondary to attack. However, due to repetitious enemy 
denloyment during his advances I believe that emnloyment 
suggested by Halsey’s 300416 offers excellent nossibilities , 
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31 0946 CTF 62 to STUKGIS. CARITEY. MCKg/JT, Info CINCPAG. etc. 

Mission AOLA BA.Y occupation group is to construct fighter 
strip soon as nossible to be followed by bomber strip and 
to deny AOLA BAY to enemy. CTF 62 sends for delivery to 
STURGIS and CAIMEY. Command passes to Comgen CACTUS on 
completion of debarkation. Para. Plan to reinforce with 
following units: Afirm - Remainder ACORN ONE. Baker - 

One five five millimeter guns as soon as available. Cast - 
Additional infantry to bring total of one regiment less 
one battalion. Uog - One battalion field artillery. 



31 2126 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC . 



Recommend following reorganization Sopac Force. Afirm. 
Detach first Marine Corps from Amphibious Force. Baker, 
Establish Corps Commander on same echelon of command as 
Commander Amphibious Force. Cast, Joint planning between 
two commanders under control Comsopac. Dog. Comsopac 
assign units of First Corps to Amphibious Force as nec- 
essary for operations or training. On conclusion of train- 
ing exercises such units revert to Corps. V/hen deemed 
advisable after conclusion of landing phase of an opera- 
tion a task organization for the shore phase of the opera- 
tion will be established, or the Corps units will revert 
to the Corns, when and as directed by Comsopac. 
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COMSOPAC to C0I.;iI'ICK. CINCPAC. CQMSO^VESPAC etc . 

Sopac operations. 0530 L (-11) 1st 7 Gruninans at 
REICATA BAY destroyed all 5 Jap planes on beach. 

Many v/recked planes about. Straffed all buidlings, 
started fire in cocoanut grove. AA very heavy and 
accurate.. Our planes damaged but returned. 5th 
I'larines crossed I/iATAKIKAU at daybreak 1st. Attacked 
to west. Supported by B-17 ' s . Continuous attacks by 
P-400' 3 and SBD's throughout day silenced Jap artillery. 
Enemy withdrawing slowly. We have advanced about 2 
miles with relatively light casualties. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to ^^cArthur. 

COMGEN 1st MARDIV to COMSOPAC info CTF 62 etc . 

5th li'iarines crossed MTAKIKAO at daylight this morn- 
ing and attacked to the v/est. Attack supported by 
B-17 bombardments, i^onstant attacks by P-400 's and 
SBD's throughout the day silenced Jap artillery. 

Enemy withdrawing slowly taking advantage of rough 
terrain to reduce effect of air and artillery attack. 

We have pushed forward approximately 2 miles with re- 
latively light casualties. Attack followed up by 
large reserve force for use in event enemy make de- 
termined stand this side POHA river. 

COmLARDIV 1 to COMSOPAC info CCIvIAIRSOPAC etc . 

Bomber field graded 5400 feet. Take off end 1700 
feet being crovmed to receive mat. Mat laid last 
3500 feet. Fighter field one rolled grass surface 
4G00 feet long completed. Fighter number 2 graded 
3250 feet. Soil stabilization in progress prior to 
laying somerfleld mesh. 

CINCPAC to COMTNCH 



Unless there is evidence not at hand here that the 
enemy actually sav; the HORNET sink, 1 feel very strong- 
ly that yesterday's announcement was of considerable 
assistance to the enemy and correspondingly harmful 
to us in a very critical situation. 
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03 0130 GOMPOPAC to CINGPAG. COHINCJI, C0MS07/ESPACF0R. etc, 

Sopac operations. Patrol returning from AOLA on 
GUADALGANAL reported only contact with small groups 
laps to eastward our position. No ground activity 
during night first-second. S3D's harrassed lap positions 
during night. Our destroyers assisted attack west 
MATANIKAU RIVER morning 2nd by bombardment. Later 
report of damage to lap naval forces by TF 6l 26th 
states: Add 1 + 1000-pounders on 2nd TONE Glass GA. 

Ghange 1000 pounder on unidentified BB to 500 pounder 
on CL. ^ Add 1 additional torpedo hit port side same 
NACHI Glass GA, Halsey sends. Garpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. 

04 0146 COMPOPAG to GOMINCH. CIITGPAC. C0!.r0VrEPPACF0R. etc . 

On GUADALCANAL. Popac operations. Our attack continued 
with slow progress during second. One 75, 6 37 ram and 
many machine guns captured. All units advancing morn- 
ing third. Two fighters lost due operational crashes 
but pilots safe. SBD's and P-39’s completed numerous 
missions supporting ground troops. One enemy gun and 
three trucks destroyed by bombing. 3 SBD’s off 1730 
L (-11) second to attack hostile force 4 GL, 17 DD. 

None returned. 1 SBD reported enemy DD vicinity KOKm^- 
BONA at 2130 L (-11) second. Plane failed return. 

Halsey sends. Garpender pass to MacArthur. 

04 0725 Retiring CACTrj? transports for night to South INDISPENSA- 
BLE 5TR4IT to return tomorrow entering SSALARK CHANNEL 
at 0430 November 5th. Require 6 more hours. AOLA BAY 
group will continue unloading tonight estimate complete 
late tomorrow. 4 cruisers 6 destroyers remain south 09- 
12 in INDISPENSABLE STRAIT ready to strike favorable 
targets tonight. This from Callaghan. 

04 0235 GTF 62 to CTG 65.5 Info GTF 65 63. COI-ISOPAG. C0I.IGEN CACTUS . 

Gomsopac has directed Carlson and tv/o companies second 
raiders remain AOLA BAY for present and be reenforced with 
two additional companies. Para. Direct McKEAlT, MANLEY on 
completion debarkation raiders proceed at best speed to 
arrive BUTTON during daylight refuel embark two companies 
second raiders. Orders as to logistics and further move- 
ments will be issued later. Inform STURGIS and Carlson. 
Pass to McKEAN and HANLEY by hand, ^omgen CACTUS informed 
in another system. GTF 62 originator. 
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03 0015 CINGPAC to OOtvlIITCH. 



. For Admiral King only. Believe Army should retain 
defense HOLLY and increase effectiveness thereof in 
accordance v/ith recommendations being sent you separately. 

V/e need for amphibious purposes all the Marines that can 
be made available. 1 note from enclosure your ser 00935 
of 7 September that Army troops are only used for amphibious 
work due to lack of Marines, 

05 0524 GO MSOPAG to CINGPAC. GOMINGH. COMS’.VPAC. GTF 42. 6l. 62. 63 . 

Friendly SS reports. Sopac operations. 2 torpedo hits in 
MATORI Class cruiser I?n)SS?SN^ABLE 3TRMT 0415 love (-11) 
3rd. On GUADALCANAL our attack west MATANIKAU continued 
successfully. 350 Japs killed one nosition west POINT 
CRUZ. 3 field nieces twelve 37 cm, 30 machine guns cap- 
tured. Jap positions KOKtJMBONA shelled by our naval 
forces. Ni;-ht third - fourth Japs landed force 7000 
yards east KOLI POINT, Attacked at davm by battalion 7th 
Marines. Attack driven back by superior forces with artil- 
lery. Our ground troops concentrating afternoon fourth to 
destroy this hostile force. Beginning 1630 love 4th three 
planes bombed strafed area east KOLI POINT. Halsey sends, 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 
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05 2358 COMSQPAG to CONINCN. CINCPAG. COMS-.'/S^PAG . CTF 6l 62 63 64 . 

On OUADaLCAITAL Sopac operations. Marines holding captured 
positions west MATANIKAU. Enemy made strong counterattack 
this area night 4th- 5th. Repulsed with heavy Jap losses. 

On east sector Marines holding vicinity KOLI POINT while 
2 battalions Army move to envelop enemy left flank from 
south. Fighting this sector during 4th limited to patrol 
actions. Our air maintained continuous patrols over 
enemy positions. Strafed known hostile positions includ- 
ing mobile gun with ammunition trailer on road east KOKUM- 
BONA. Halsey sends, Garpender pass to MacArthur. 8th 
Marines landed reinforced G-UADALGANAL position 4th- 5th. 

AOLuA. BAY detachment now ashore, Gomgenlst MarAmph Corps 
and ComGenSoPac have. 

07 0150 COMSQ-^AC to GI^^G^AC. COimTCH. GO^lS’.YPAG. CTF 42. 6I. etc . 

During October. Sopac operations. Sonac airforces de-- 
stroyed 369 hostile aircraft. No crobables or damaged in- 
cluded. At 0400 love (-11) third MCCALLA sighted neri- 
scope close aboard submerging lat. 10-50 south long I6I- 
20 east. Attacked with deoth charges. Loud underwater 
explosions after depth charges exploded. Sub possibly 
s\mk. On GUADAI.C-ANAL morning 6th, l64th Infantry had com- 
pleted passage MALII'.BITT river and advancing to north to 
envelop hostile south flank. No large contacts this area. 

On v;est our position second marines repulsed light attacks 
west of ^OI'T? CRUZ during night 5th - 6th. TULAGI marines 
completed successful operation against Jap outpost GAPE AC- 
TROLAIE. 19 enemy killed, one captured. All radio eauio- 
ment documents arms and ammunition captured intact. Only 
two unarmed Jans escaned to bush. No marine casualties. 

1130 love 5th 27 bombers and zeros over GUADALCANAL positions 
Our fighters made no contact due cloud conditions. Bombs 
dronned near defense lines killing one, wounding five. Our 
air continuously over Jan positions. Five attacks by P-400’ s 
one by GlD’s on enemy nositions. Halsey sends. Garpender 
pass to MacArthur. 

06 2139 VO'^UAV to G0’’FQOAG info GI^^C^AO . GOM.Y^^GEAFRON. etc. 

Following Planned (A) fail MOTUIT VERTtoh for ’fNITS POPPY 
from SA'T '^EDRO about 24 •'''ovember with personnel for voy- 
age repair facilities enuivalent 1 AD, 20th, 24th, 26th, 

27th, Feebees, Mobile Hospital ’^umber 7 and casuals plus 
bag-'-a^-e tentage and galleys for all embarked -personnel. 

'^ail JTG’ITER from tptetTST'E about 19 November with essen- 
tial Seebee material and medical sup 'lies and equipment 
followed by another ship v;ith remainder Seebee cargo and 
enuivalent ad cargo. Shin '*obile Hospital Number 7 cargo 
later when v;ill not interfere with vital military supplies 







^^^overaber ( GOT ) 

06 2139 VQPNAV to C0M?0’^AC info CIMCPAG. C0?,^‘/E^EAgR0N. etc . ( Pont ’d) 

and equipment. Sta MorrjT irSiriON 6 December, nJPITED 5 Dec- 
ember. (3) Sail coalmine as scheduled (C) Sail ACORTTS 3 
and 4 when co'^struction equipment diverted to AD’s is re- 
placed requiring 30 days, and transnorts are available 
estimated middle December. Do j''ou amrove'’ Request im- 
mediate renly in order start loading. ^31’L pass to Mobile 
Hosnital 7 for info. 

07 2358 CQLIAMPHORSOFAC to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH, COI.ISOPAC. etc . 

Documents captured CACTUS indicate presence our naval forces 
has prevented landing that part 38th Div. embarked on trans- 
ports and general attack planned for Nov. 3rd therefore not 
possible. Sickness and shortage of food and ammunition in 
enemy forces noted in diaries. Our naval gun fire and air 
attacks appear very effective and decline in morale noted. 
Indications continue of presence 17th Army Headquarters on 
CACTUS. Enemy tank pnlt identified as 1st Independent Tank 
Company. 

08 0101 CQMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSV/PAC, CTF 16.42.62.63.64.65 . 

No activity, Sopac operations, on west flank GUADALCANAL 6th. 

On east flank we advanced to IvIETAPONA RIVER, 4 miles east 
KOLI POINT. No contact enemy forces. Advance to east continu- 
ing morning 7th. P-400 ’s made 7 attacks on Jap positions. 
Destroyed large ammunition dump and boat with gas drums. Con- 
tinuous SBD patrol over Jap positions. PT boats reported 2 
Jap DD off LUNGI POINT 0200 L(-ll) 7th. Claim 1 DD sunk. 

Our air reported later large oil slick boxes liferafts and 
debris vicinity NUGU ISLAND SKYLARK CHANNEL. MAJABA while 
unloading supplies to GUADALCANAL struck amidships by one 
torpedo 2 miles east LUNGA 0930 L 7th. Halsey sends. 

Carpender pass to MacArthur. At 1730 L 7th air strike con- 
sisting 7 SBD 3 TBP 8 P-39 22 F4 attacked 1 CL 10 DD at Lat. 
07-10S Long. 159-40East. 2 torpedo hits 1 1000 pound bomb 

hit 1 near miss on CL. 1 torpedo hit on DD. P-39’s shot 
down 5 float biplanes. P4*s shot down 5 float Zeros 2 float 
biplanes. 4 P4*s failed return. One pilot rescued. Enemy 
headed east 1800. Planes sav/ explosion after ships no longer 
visible. 
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09 0126 COMSOPAO to COinNCH. CINCPAG, CO?roV/SSPAGF0l^. CTF U.2 . 16, etc . 

GlTADAGiVHiUi mominp; search strafed bombed 3 beached float 
biplanes FJSKATA BAY. Destroyed 3 landing boats south Ci^PE 
ErPS^rCE. Destroyed 3 landing »ats west TASS/iFARONGA. 
Evening 8th, Sopac operations. Sighted bombed strafed 
destroyed a 2 man Jap S3 G/vPE E31 ’SRAI\tcE. GHilYLING reports 
2 torpedo hits in CHIYODA type aircraft tender. 1500 L 
(-11) 7th LANSDO’VNE bombarded suspected Jap positions east 
IvOLI POINT, On GUADALCilNAL 7th no activity in west. Our 
forces moving east from iiETAPONA RIVER but no contact. In 
attack on CL and 10 DD reported yesterday GRULII.IANS scored 
additional 2 hits 2 near misses with 100 pound bombs on Jap 
DD. P-400 *s executed 5 attacks missions Jap ground instal- 
lations. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Gom- 
gens Sopac and Oomgensopac have by hand. 

08 0020 GTG 62.4 to COr-SOPAG. Info CINCPAC. GTF l6. 64. 62. 63. 65. 

For operations against Jap light forces submit necessity 
for guns larger than 5 inch. Jap strength in torpedoes 
necessitates early effective hits which can only be made 
by larger guns. Effectiveness of 5 inch AA for sinking DD 
is doubtful. ATLAJTTA carries only about 10 percent common 
mark 3^. In order make best use of our doubtful torpedoes 
DD’s v/ith 2 or more mounts should be assigned striking 
groups. Para. For night November 2nd I would necessarily 
have called off my operation due PT boats western end SEA- 
LAIdC and at KOLI POINT. V/as ready to enter SEALAPK and 
nroceed vicinity KOLI POINT v;hen Info received that PT 
boats were stationed at both nositions. Originator Scott 
in ATLAITTA 

09 0317 COMSOPAO to COniNGH. Info GINOPAG . 

Gomsopac answers your Gominch 081500. Gan now make full 
power operate 30 fighters 27 SBD’s, 9 VTs on 24 hours 
notice. Expect complete number 1 elevator and hanger deck 
November 21st. Thereafter vessel capable operate full 
power complete air group operations indefinitely. Cog- 
nizance should be taken longitudinal slit starboard shell 
below side armor frames 123 aft to 131. 3 fuel ballast 

tanks open to sea. After pedestal number 2 hypo prep 
turbine stronger than before break. Similar strengthening 
being done all other pedestals. Info Dlncpac. 
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10 0316 GGMSOPAC to C0MS0\YS3TPAG . CINCPAC. GOMINGH. OTF 42 . 6l . 62 . et c , 

At 2150 L(-ll) 8th PT's Rot hit on 1 of 2 Jap DDs off 
EPPERATilGE. 8opac operations. 1 PT slightly damaged by 
gunfire. On GUADALCAI-TAL no activity in west. On eastern 
flank contact with enemy 3000 yards east IIETAPOITA RIVER. 

Action continuing. Horning search bombed straffed RSiCATA 
BAY. Results unknown. 1 plane failed to return. Addi- 
tional Jap landing boats filled with supplies sunk vicinity 
ESPERAIJGE. Evening search 8th sighted bombed straffed 2 
man SS beached at ESPEltANGE. Halsey sends. Garpender pass 
to MacArthur. Additional enemy air losses 7th not pre- 
viously Included Sopac summary 3 zero float planes, 1 float 
biplane . 

09 2359 GOMCtEN 1st MAIHJIV to C0I4S0PAG. Info GTF 62. GOMiURBQPAG . GG SOP^ 

On east flank a Jap force of undetermined size has been 
surrounded near TETERE. On west flank advance toward KOKGl'l- 
BOITA resumed at daylight this morning with 2 regiments at- 
tacking in column. Morning search yesterdaj'- found 2 GL and 
3 DD bearing 300 distance 180 course 300 speed 20. SANTA 
ISABEL search located 2 masted schooner radio ecuipped and 
camouflaged. 1 + attack missions by P-39s in supnort of 
ground troops. Evening searches negative. Planes avail- 
able F4FA 34, SBD3 20, P-400 2, TBF'13, F4F? 1, P-39 13. 
Reencipher ray 09224S. 

09 2045 GTF 8 to GINGPAG. Info GOMSERFORSTTBGOM. GOMSERFOPJAG . etc . . 

GTF 8 sends. Mining project LONGVIE.'^ completed. My 
110437 3ept, Except magnetic mines in KAGAIASKA STRAIT 
and TE.iAK PASS in which fields mines exploded prematurely. 

Do not propose to remine these fields at this time. NPM 
pass to Gincpac for action and Gomserfor for info. NPG 
pass to Gomserfor Subcom for Info, N3S pass to Vice Opnav 
and Gominch for info. 



11 0251 COMSOPAC to GTF 17 42 63 67. GOMINGH. GINGPAG. COI'iSOWESPAC. eto 

On GUADiiLCAIiAL, Sopac operations. East flank a Jap force 
of undetermined size has been surrounded near TETERE, On 
west flank resumed advance toward KOKUliBONA at daylight 
10th. 4 attack missions during 9th by P39*s, SOUTHARD 

I ) reports sighted attacked enemy SS lat 10-13 south, long 

W 161-09 at 0230 love (-11) 10th. At 1110 love 10th 2 

Grummans dived through formation of 15 zeros at 27,000 
feet. Shot down one, Halsey sends, Garpender pass to 
MacArthur. Comgensopac has. 
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10 2102 COMSOPAC to CTF 16 Info CINCPAC. C0M8QWBSPAG. CTF 63. 67. 

Task Force 16 sortie with all units present when ready 
about 23 hours zed 10 November, Order of sortie and zero 
hour as directed by Task Force Commander, Local mine- 
sweepers will sweep channel to one hundred fathom curve 
prior sortie. Task force provide own air coverage and 
surface antisubmarine protection. After sortie fly on 
air group. Proceed via route to west of POPPY toward 
CACTUS arriving vicinity Cincpac grid posit G4694 (Lat. 

14-00 S, Long. I6I-3O E) about 21 hours zed 12 November. 

Be prepared strike enemy targets CACTUS Area, 

10 2156 CG FIRST M4RDIV to COMSOPAC info CTF 62. COIvlAIRSOPAC. NOUtlEA . 

On West flank advance continued slov/ly in fact of increas- 
ing enemy resistance. On East flank our troops engaged 
in mopping up Jap position near TETERE, Raider battalion 
has reached BINIU and is patrolling between BALESUNA and 
METAPONA rivers. Morning search negative. Enemy planes 
approached at 1015. Fighters intercepted. One zero hot 
down. Evening search sighted five DD’s 210 miles CACTUS. 
Striking force of 17 fighters and 8 SBD’s got three near 
misses on each of two destroyers at 1815. One plane lost 
after takeoff. Pilot and gunner rescued. One pilot lost 
last week also recovered. 

11 0954 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMINCH. 




Consider situation here such that reenforcements required 
earliest possible time. Highly desirable use own air- 
craft, bombs, torpedoes, and ammunition along with our 
landing signal officers, key deck personnel, maintenance 
crews and torpedomen. If above is done believe 2 weeks 
training will suffice. Augmentation by Sopac Squadron 
will be dependent upon timely arrival of additional such 
this area. 



10 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. CGWDC. etc. 

Four P-38*s escorted by B-17 strafed and destroyed 7 float 
zeros in HOLTZ BAY ATTU 9 November. Two exploded all 
burning. Ten or 12 men observed on beach. No opposition 
no damage to own planes. Two B-26*s made low level attack 
, \ on AK in GERTRUDE COVE resulting in near misses. Two 

P-38 ’s strafed cargo ship in KI^A harcor and beach area. 
Heavy AA fire from cargo ship shooting out one engine in 
P-38, All planes returned. No changes in enemy shipping 
at KISKA. CTF 8 sends. Info stations pass to following 
local addes Cominch Cincpac Gomwesseafron CGWDC and 
C omN'/ZSeaFro n , 
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09 0334 FANTAN to COMAIRFOPAC Info CINCPAC, 

Field report on NANDI NAREV/A field follows. No runway- 
construction in progress. New dispersal area is 70% 
completed. Five heavy bomber hardstandings eind three 
dispersal roads totaling 4000 feet have been com-^leted. 

Three roads totaling 3000 feet are being stabilized. 

The last 2000 feet of road is being cleared. Renort on 
DRASA follows. The number two runvmy is 50% completed. 

Allow seven weeks to complete. Cat and fill work is be- 
ing done on the last 2000 feet. Gravel is ceing placed 
on the first 2000 feet. Gravel stabilization is 15% com- 
pleted. Report on NAUSORI aerodrome follows. The one 
four runway is completed to 5000 feet. The tile drain 
is 47% completed. The open drains are 90% comnleted. 

The 48 inch culvert has been completed. Stabilization 
is 17% completed. 

12 0635 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH. COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC . et c. 

Amphibforpac at SAN DIEGO faced with necessity of rapidly 
training for amphibious warfare third liarine division and 
possibly one Army division. Only combat loaders now 
available to Amphibforpac are two transports one freighter. 
Training cannot be carried forward at reasonable rate nor 
progress beyond elementary stage v/ithout sufficient combat 
loaders for at least a reenforced regiment preferably for 
a division. Spearhead for next Sopac advance cannot be 
sharpened without this training. Believe completion troop 
movements now in hand in your area and delivery of ten 
liberty class frelphters to you of which first is now 
enroute will materially ease your shipping situation. There- 
fore I desire that the combat loading transports and 
freighters which are permanently assigned Amphibforpac but 
doing temporary duty at present in Amphibf or sopac be re- 
turned to SAN DIEGO as soon as this can be done without 
serious prejudice to your current operations. First two 
transports and first freighter should arrive SAN DIEGO by 
20 December if practicable. It will be satisfactory for 
ships returning to leave in Amchibr-’or sopac all services ole 
landing craft and boat crews for them these shortages to 
be made good after arrival in SAN DIEGO. Advise. 

12 0059 GOyiSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWESPAC. CTF 42 I 6 17 63 . 

Referring SOUTHARD attack on lap SS. Sopac operations. 

Later reports states attack blew sub stern out of water. 

Sub surfaced 1 minute later then slid under stern 1st 
after 1 4” hit in about control room. Search made after- 
ward by HOVEY and PBY, Result negative, Halsey sends. 




(Continued on next page) 
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12 0059 C0^^S0PAC (Continued) 

Carpender pass to MacArthur. Comgensopac and Comgen SUMAC 
have. On GUADALCANAL 10th our advance continued on west 
flank. Enemy resistance there increasing. On east flank 
our troops engaged in mopping up lap positions near 
TETERE, Evening search 10th sighted 5 DDs 210 miles from 
GUADAK)ANAL, Striking force of 17 fighters 8 SBD’s got 
3 near misses on each of 2 DDs, 1 plane lost after take- 
off, Pilot and gunner rescued. At 0930 L (-11) 10 Aichi 
Type 97 dive bombers and 12 zeros attacked ships GUADAL- 
CAI'TAL, ZEILIN damaged by 3 near misses. No other damage. 

Our planes shot down 5 zeros 1 dive bomber, 2 zeros 1 
dive bomber additional probables. At 1135 L (-11) 11th 
5 zeros and 25 twin engine bombers attacked GUADALCANAL, 

Our planes shot down 6 bombers, AA downed 1 bomber. Our 
losses 7 Grummans, 2 pilots saved. Also 5 Grummans 
damaged. No other damage, 

12 2322 PORTLAND to C0M50PAC Info CTF 67. 67,4. CINCPAC. GOMINCH , 

Damage night action 12-13 November off GUADALCANAL, PORT- 
LAND, Torpedo hit aft frame 137 starboard blew large hole 
in side destroying stern. No means of steering. Minor 
damage caused by 5-inch shell hit starboard hangar no fire. 
Can use 2 outboard engines. Rudder appears jammed hard 
right, Eollowing garbled account from ATLANTA damage as 
result of night action, 6 turrets out of commission. Both 
fire rooms and forward engine rooms flooded. After engine 
room gradually flooding. Have only diesel auxiliary cower. 
Steering gear operating, Foremast gone. Ship received 
many 8-inch hits and 1 torpedo hit. Latter in number 1 
engine room port. Bridge struck. Have renuested assistance 
from CACTUS, Intend to send WORDEN and others NECUJR3 
to garble garble in case available for garble garble. If 
not available conditions of ship warrants sinking. Request 
instructions regarding. Following observed, CUSHING large 
fire visible under formast from waterline, 2 other friendly 
destroyers near TULAGI damage unknown, 

13 0115 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC. CINCPAC. ALL TF COMDRS PACIFIC, etc. 

Following essential for your information includes originator 
CTF 67 120522 refused 10 times by circuit Monitor, Para, 

Task Force 67 on arrival KUKUM 12th received fire from 
enemy shore battery. This is part one of CTF 67 130200, 

Our cruisers and destroyers heavily shelled enemy positions 
silencing battery causing many large fires and explosions. 

At TASSFARONGA found 75 landing boats some previously 
damaged. Our ships gunfire destroyed 30 large damaged others. 
Fire stopped due to enemy air attacks. 
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13 0140 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. All TF COMS PAC. COMINCH. eto . 

This is part 2 of CTF 67 130200. At 1414 12th ships this 
force plus BETFLG-EIISE LIBRA SOUTHARD HOVEY while underway 
in close disposition were attacked by about 21 Mitsubishi 
97 torpedo bombers v/hich approached low over FLORIDA during 
high and dive bombing attack on CACTUS, 9 enemy planes 
seen shot down by ships and boat gunfire others by fighters 
only 1 enemy plane seen to escape. SAN FRANCISCO was side 
swiped stern to bow by heavily burning plane battle 2 after 
control and radar destroyed causing 30 casualties. BUCHANAN 
struck by one 5-inch shell some materiel damage 6 casualties, 

A few casualties other ships from own fire. No other damage 
to our ships, Para, All troops debarked from convov Me- 
CAWLEY JACKSON completely unloaded, ADAMS 80^, CRESCiOT 
CITY 50^, HETSLTrEUSE 40^, LIBRA 20^. 



13 0200 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC. etc. 

This is part 3 master reference 130200. At 1830 force 
withdrew to east, Turner with transports and AK’s SHAW 
McCALLA, BUCHANAN, SOUTHARD, HOVEY for BCTTON, Callaghan 
with Task Group 67.4 5 cruisers, 8 destroyers, intending 
strike force reported in CTF 63 120030, If enemy was 
found in Straits Callaghan expected reenter SAVO SOUND 
through SEALARK between 230O and 0100, We were aware of 
enemy forces reported NPM 200 and CACTUS 120625. Para. 
After arrival BCiTTON SHAW McCALLA, HICHANAN available to 
you after fueling latter requires some repairs. Comsopac 
pass to Comgensopac. 

13 0428 CACTUS to COMSOPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC. CTF 67. NOUMEA, etc. 

First intelligible picture this cockpit. At 1200 love (-11) 
KONGO Class BB with 7 torpedo hits and 1-1000 pound bomb 
after part of ship burning fiercely 10 miles north SAVO 
ISLAND, 5 enemy DD’s attempting assist her, I ship be- 
lieved hostile DD beached and smoking north coast OLEVUGA 
ISLAND, 2 vessels possibly DDs steaming circles trailing 
oil just east NUGU ISLAND identity unknown. Large vessel 
ITTDISPENSABLE STRAIT type and identity unknown. CUSHING 
burning 5 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND. MONSSEN dead in 
water near CUSHING both abandoned, ATLANTA and PORTLAND 
badly damaged 10 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND proceeding 
slowly eastward, ATLANTA in tow by lOBOLINK. LAFFEY was 
sunk. 700 survivors picked up 25 percent of v^ich wounded. 
Much oil and debris and some survivors in water south of 
SAVO ISLAND. Some enemy survivors taken being questioned 
to determine name of vessel. 
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13 1730 COMSOPAC to GTF I6 Info ALL TF COMP SOPAC. CINCPAC. COMS<'/Pac . 




Proceed northwesterly remaining about 100 miles from 
SOLOMON ISLAND chain. Your objective transports expected 
moving from FAISI area toward CACTUS. See ILPM Fox Niunber 
349 TOP 130110. Intention send l^ee similar objective 
parallel to you near Island chain. Supplement BUTTON and 
CACTUS searches by your own as necessary to locate and 
destroy AP’s. CACTUS has essentials. CARPENUER pass. 



14 1020 COMSOPAC to CUADALCANAL Info CINCPAC. 









Taskfor I6 VF shot down 4 engine seanlane at 1030, Scouts 
reported 10 enemy pl^^nes encroaching us out no attack 
developed. Sent attack group hit enemy near NEW GEORGIA 
to land CACTUS, Retiring south to fuel DDs tomorrow. If 
there is an air group available CACTUS can return to pick 
it up but not advisable. No information regarding number 

that arrived from Kinkaid. Number 1 elevator out of 

commission. Has trouble with number 3. MUSTIN separated 
due change orders proceeding nearest port for fuel. 16 
VF remaining on board. No (last three groups garbled) . 

Tills is Uomtaskfor I6 140122 passed to you in another sys- 
tem by Comsopac, 

14 0716 COM NAV UNIT CACTUS to RDO TULAGI. Info COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC . 

etc . 

My 140122 air strike from CACTUS have seriously damaged 
many transports but force may proceed in reduced numbers. 

Task Force 64 may be in area this evening. Info PT’s. 

14 1058 SAN FRANCISCO to CINCPAC. COMiSOPAC. CTF 17. Info COMAIRSOPAC . 

HELENA, 

Preliminary report battle damage night action 12-13 Nov, 

Captain Young, Comdr. Crouter. Oomdr. Hubbard dead, Comdr, 
Arison (navigator) seriously wounded. Lt, Comdr. Schonland 
in command. Officers dead 11. Missing 1, Wounded 8. En- 
listed dead 63. Wounded 88, Missing 10, Staff reported 
separately. Numerous shell hits (several 14 inch bombard- 
ment) above and below water line. Superstructure riddled, 

Nav bridge battle 2 both after directors out of commission. 
Turret 2 out due flooded handling room and nossibly flooded 
magazines. Plotting room untenable due lack of ventilation, 

4 5-inch guns 3 1.1-mounts and 4 20-mm out. Engineering 
Dept, in good condition except for numerous ruptures of 
cables including degaussing 4 leaky fuel tanks and no engine 
room ventilation. After gyro out. Ship control from Conn 
and Central only. TBC transmitter nlus SC and after Radars 
out. No fighting lights, lighting efficiency about 25 per- 
cent, Got numerous hits on lap cruiser which blew up and 



(Continued on next page) 
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U 1058 SAN FRANCISCO to CINCPAC . (Continued) 

got IS main battery hits on KONGO Class battleship at 
2000 yards, 5 inch battery sank a DD. SAN FRAITCISCO 
paren night boat to TULAGI originates, Comairsopac and 
IFELENA have, 

14 1115 SAN FRANCISCO to COriSOPAC . CTF 17. CINCPAC. Info COIiAIRSOPAC . 

Originated by SAN FRANCISCO, ^ring air attack afternoon 
Nov 12 following casualties. Dead 1 officer 10 enlisted, 
V/ounded 5 officers 22 enlisted. Missing 5 enlisted of whom 
1 picked up by LAFFEY and on her during subsequent night 
action. All wounded transferred to transports except 
Comdr Grouter wdio later died of additional wounds received 
in night action. Torpedo plane flew into control aft 
putting that station after FC Radar and after machine gun 
platform out of action and damaging battle 2, GO HELENA 
and Comairsopac have this, 

14 1406 HELENA to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. CTF 67, CQMAIRSOPAG, 

Your 140925. JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by submarine at 
1109 love (-11) 14th posit 10-32 south 161-02 east, HELENA 
originating this. This information transmitted visually 
to B-17 patrol plane with instructions to forward to Com- 
sopac at 1121 love, Buchanan joined this group from Turners 
force at 1215 love, 

13 2233 CG 1st MARDIV to C0!v!F0PAC. Info CTF 62. COMAIRSOPAC. etc. 

Ground action confined to east flank where raiders con- 
tinued to attack Jap groups southwest of TETERE, At least 
eicrhty Japs killed in three contacts, 0730 fighters shot 
down eight of group 10 zeros near SAVO with loss one 
fighter, KONGO Oiass BB attacked 7 times by TBF’s and 5 
times by SBD’s, Seven torpedo hits and two 1,000 pound 
bomb hits. At 1850 BB still afloat although burning and 
smoking verj’’ little way with five DD escorting. Fighters 
straffed DD at zero nine thirty and twelve thirty, 2 recon- 
naissance flights for reported enemy CV’s negative, 1745 
near miss by SBD on probable Cast Love circling damaged 
BB, Other SBD’s failed make contact due zero weather 2 
SBD’s lost 1900 Dog Cast 3 crashed off KUKUM, Crew lost 
zero one thirty dash zero two forty enemy surface craft 
bombarded airfield. Two hits on fighter strip. One SBD 
two F4F destroyed, 17 F4F damaged but majority repairable 
today. Personnel casualties light. Pass to Comgen First 
MariiraphCorp for Info, 
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15 0355 GTF 6U to COMSQPAG. Info CINCPAC. COI^IAIRSOPAC . 

Enemy damage considerable but data incomplete, WALKE, 
PRESTON lost south SAVO. BENHAI4, G’.VIN seriously damaged 
proceeding slow speed west and south GUADALCANAL toward 
BUTTON at 0245 (-11) 15th. Present status not known, 
SOUTH DAKOTA by gunfire hits 30 dead 60 wounded. Serious 
damage battery. Fire Gontrol. Radar. Gatapult and 
planes. 5 tanks ruptured but is capable 2? knots. Navy 
yard repairs required to make effective. WASHINGTON un- 
damaged except washed out kingfishers by ovra gun blast. 
Now in company SOUTH DAKOTA nroceeding to meet DD’s your 
142358. Unless otherwise directed will send SOUTH DAI'XTA 
to WHITE POPPY escorted by 2 DD’s, Request air coverage 
lENHAI^T and GWIN and search for survivors south and west 
of SAYO, Air attack reported my 142344 nlanes withdrew 
before attack developed, 

15 0355 GOPSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info GOMINCH. C0T!S0WESPAC . 

At 1030 L 14th a convoy of 25 ships comprising 12 AP, 
and the rest escort 115 miles northwest CACTUS course 
southeast. At I6OO L (-11) 14th CACTUS reported 6 AP 
seriously damaged several DD milling around 60 miles 
northwest of SAVO ICLANI'. At 6OO L 15th, 3 AP are re- 
ported burning and abandoned in position of first con- 
tact, The same hour 4 AP unloading at TASSAFARONGA and 
CAPE ESPSRANCE, At I600 L 14th a large enemy force of 
cruisers and DD’s reported at 6-52 south I60 east course 
165 speed 17 verified by submarine. At 200 L 15th this 
force identified as 1 CL 4 CA 10 DD. At 800 L 15th 1 
CA 1 CL 2 DD 150 miles north course 0 speed 12, 3 CA 

and 8 DD missing at 1030 L 15th. Task 64 in 11-00 south 
160-45 east. My 122314 ATLANTA MONSSEN and LAFFEY sunk 
CUSHING and BARTON missing. 1400 survivors at CACTUS, 
Aircraft losses 1 fighter 2 F4F 3 SBD 1 DC-3, Enemy 
lost 8 of 10 zeros, JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by SS 
1109 E 14th at 10-32 south 161-02 east. Enemy appears 
to have suffered the following damage 1 DD sunk 1 cruiser 
blew up 1 BB KONGO or FUSO Class heavily damaged and 
unreported since afternoon 13th. Another BB damaged. 

3 cruisers heavily damaged possibly sunk. 3 ED damaged 
1 unaccounted for. This does not include damage to 
convoy and its escort nor large force cruisers and DD’s, 
Reported at I600 L 14th in 06-52 south I6O-OO east, 
Comsopac originator. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Com- 
gensopac Comgenamnhib'^orsopac info by hand. 
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15 1310 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info GQMINCH. GOIyl^Q-AfESPAC . MacARTHUR . 

C0MGEN50PAC . 

In addition to my 150355 regarding 12 AP, Five sunk 
three burning dead in water northwest of SAVO, Four 
reported unloading at GUADALCANAL are beached and imrn- 
ing there. Comsopac sends. Lee reports much damage to 
enemy but no specific information. Carpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. SOUTH DAKOTA requires Navy Yard repairs but 
still capable of 27 knots. Comgensopac has by hand for 
info. V/ASHINGTON unharmed. WALKE and PRESTON sunk. 

BENH^T and G’.'/TN seriously damaged. P0RTLA1H3 sank 1 
SHIGURI type DD night action early morning 13th. 

14 1926 VOPNAV to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. 

Delivery of aircraft and aviation material to NEW ZEALAND 
air force has been limited by combined agreements to 10 
combat squadrons for period ending April 1943. Now under 
consideration is question of allocation of aircraft pro- 
duction to various united nations for period ending April 
1943. NEW ZEALAND considers herself capable of training 
air and ground personnel up to 30 squadrons for service 
in SoPac and would prefer to employ them in that area 
rather than continue to send them overseas to EUROPEAN 
and AFRICAN theaters. Present outlook indicates feasi- 
bility of increasing all allocations above present levels. 
NEW ZEALAND’S Share of Increase would be on the order of 
50 percent which would give a grand total of 15 squadrons 
by April 1943. Any disproportionate increase in alloca- 
tion of material to NEW ZEALAND must be set by correspond- 
ing decrease of allocations to other services now in South 
Pacific. Your views on this matter are desired at an 
early date in view of studies now being made. In parti- 
cular desire your estimate of attrition based on the 15 
squadrons strength having in mind your plans for their 
employment, NEW ZEALAilD air force is being queried on 
the subject by their representatives in V/ashington. 
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15 1012 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC. Info TF COMRDS SOPAC etc . 

Preliminary report by HELENA of night action 13th by Task 
Group 67.4' now in airmail. From CTF 62. As result con- 
ference today with commanding officers ships of this groun 
present BUTTON. My preliminary evaluation enemy strength' 
and losses and certain other details follows. A eneray 
in 3 grouns totalling 2 KONGO battleships, 2 CA, 4 GL, 
about 10 destroyers. Our force nassed between right and 
center grouns. Most of the firing was at ranges of 1500 
to 4000 yards. 3 1 battleship was struck with 2 torpedoes 
seen to detonate also heavily hit set afire by 8 inch. 

This probably ship found and attacked near SAVO during 
next day. Am (not clear what finally became of this vessel. 
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15 1012 CTF 62 to COMPOPAC (continued) 

5 destroyers seen about noon assisting believed not to have 
been in this action) . Other battleshin hit with 2 torpedoes 
and gun fire. This probably ship seen at dawn with 3 des- 
troyers 40 miles distant. 

15 1015 Part two of master reference 151012 from CTF 62 . 

C 2 CA seen to blow up and sink from torpedoes and gunfire, 

D 1 NATORI seen to sink, 2 additional TEITOU or NATORI 
heavily hit and aflame; possibly these were the vessels 
seen later near NUGU ISLAND. E 1 3UBUKI, 2 or 3 other 
destroyers blew up, several set on fire, probably one of 
these later seen beached on OLSVUGA ISLAND. F Center and 
left enemy groups apparently engaged each other, then all 
remaining ceased fire and withdrew. G Believe all enemy 
vessels that escaped were hit, H. Action started at 0148 
LAFFEY seen to sink from gunfire at 0153. BARTON seen to 
blow up from gunfire and torpedo hit. At 0156 T Callaghan 
and most of staff killed within 10 minutes of start of 
action. This fact not known to other shins until action 
was over. 
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Neither Fletcher nor Obannon were hit but latter dam- 
aged by underwater exnlosion possibly denth charge from 
LAFFEY. 

16 1124 CO^ISOPAG to CINCPAC. COMIMCH. COMSOWESPAC . 

Summary of enemy damage. Evaluated by Comsonac. From 
November Sth to l6th inclusive. Carpenter hand to 
McArthur. Sunk or destroyed 1 3B, 3 OA, 2 CL, 5 
10 AP, 3 AK, 2 SS, Damaged 1 B3, 6 DD, Comgensopac 
and Comgenamphibsonac have for info by hand. Comsonac 
sends. SOLOMON, T®// BRITAIN area from all sources so 
far reported. Neither lees score nor nossible bag by 
our subs included. CACTUS reports raider patrol cantured 
large quantity ammunition and suoolies including nersonal 
effects Major General Kawacuchi. 15th November bombers 
with 8 zeros; over 6 zeros shot down, 2 others nrobable 
bombers turned back. Our air losses nil. Heavy losses 
of enemy personnel suffered from beached transoorts. 

Their operations unsuccessful. Our continuous bombings 
started series of fires still burning at dawn November l6th. 

15 2246 COIiDGEN 1ST MARDIV to COMSOPAC. Info CTF 62 etc. 

Daily dope part one. Raider patrol destroyed nip NARAUDER 
BASE VOUTEA 5 miles southwest of BINIU killing five and 
capturing large quantities of ammunition supplies and 
documents. Material recently captured near TETERE includ- 
ed personal effects Major General Kawaguchi. Morning 
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15 2246 COMDGENlST ^lARDIV to COMSQ°AC (continued) ^ 

search reported enemy force 4 CL and DDs bearing 350, | 

course 330, distance 80. O 63 O 3 enemy AK and 1 AP be- ' 

tween POHA RxVER and CAPE ESPERANCE. All destroyed by 
noon, 1 sunk, 3 completely ablaze. 1530 8 zeros" and 
10-12 dive bombers intercepted by fi^ihers. 6 zeros cer- 
tain and 2 probables shot do>vn. Bombers turned back. 

No fighters lost. 

14 1921 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC 

From COFS Array and Cominch. Addressees will deliver this 
despatch to army and navy commanders as necessary. 

Army and navy air organizations assigned to the Central 
and South Pacific areas and navy air organizations as- 
signed North Pacific are subject to deployment and re- 
distribution by Cincpac at his descretion. «J^ig, cast, 
sail confidential despatch 0418 I 9 of May is modified 
accordingly. 

The purpose of authorizing Cincnac to dispose all navy 
and army air organizations in the Central and South Pac- 
ific areas at his descretion is to allow the commander on 
the spot entire freedom in the disposition of available 
forces for t he defense of positions for which he is re- 
sponsible, Redistributions under this authority are 
limited to the forxes allotted by the war and Navy De- 
partments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis 
of creating requirements for additional units. 

14 1928 Part two of 141 Q2 8 . 

Necessary delegation to Comsopac of your mentioned au- 
thority is authorized. 

Any redistribution of air organizations made or planned 
should be reported to the vVar or Navy Department as ap- 
propriate for information and logistic purposes. 

War and Navy Departments will keep Cincpac informed of 
planned replacements and allocations of aircraft and per- 
sonnel v/hen in all respects ready for delivery can be 
loaded or flown to destination desired by Cincpac. A 
similar procedure will be followed in regard to air 
organizations made available by War or Navy Department. 
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16 0830 PORTLAND to GTF 64. etc, (Continued) 

open fire. Rolled over and sank in 30 seconds. V/ALKE 
hit by heavy calibre shells forward and in waist and 
possible torpedo, sank in about 5 minutes. MEADE, BOBO- 
LINK and YP recovered about 24 officers and about 220 
men. By hand to Comnavact SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

15 0145 MEADE to COt'g^OPAG. GTE 62. Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. etc. 

Bombarded 3 enemy transports beached on GUADALCANAL 
morning of 15th (MEADE SENDS). 600 rounds expended no 
opposition believed personnel landed prior to bombard- 
ment. Left transports burning fiercely. Recovered 
following survivors from waters off SAVO ISLAND from 
WALKE Executive and 5 officers 129 men, from PRESTON 
10 officers 121 men, from BEI^HAM one man, landed all at 
RINGBOLT. Straffed by zero 3 my crew minor wounds. 

Senior naval officer GUADALCANAL has in another system. 

16 1144 COMCOPAC. to All COMGENS SOPAC. etc. 

Following effective this date. Afirm. Marine units de- 
tached from Amphibious Force. Baker. For coordination 
of operations joint planning will be conducted by Comgen 
First Marine Amphibious Corps and Comamphibfor Sopac under 
control Comsopac. Cast, All Marine Corps organizations 
Sopac Area except Marine aviation regular ships detach- 
ments and units in STRAW area and FETLOCK assigned First 
Marine i^phibious Corps. Dog. Transportation of rein- 
forcements replacements relief units and supplies and 
eouipment to CACTUS RINGBOLT remains responsibility Gom- 
amphibf orsopac . 

14 0358 RDO CACTUS to COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Captain Jenkins senior survivor CACTUS sends. Results 
action TF 67.4 off SAVO 0200 13th. Believe BARTON and 
LAFFEY sank early in action ATLANTA sank 2015 love (-11) 
fair search 14th failed to locate MONSSEN and CUSHING lat- 
ter seen fast burning southeast of SAVO dark 13th. Rear 
Admiral Scott and entire staff killed in action except 
Lt. Murdock badly wounded. Lt. Thomas Ranr also killed. 
Comnanding officers ATLANTA, CUSHING, MONSSEN and Comdes- 
div 10 among survivors here. Approximate percentage sur- 
vivors officers and crews above vessels ATLANTA 60, CUSH- 
ING 70, LAFFEY MONSSEN 30, BARTON 10. About 25 percent 
survivors wounded many seriously. Known Jap losses two 
destroyers sunk, one badly damaged and beached. One BB 
badly damaged and later Information indicates sunk by air- 
craft. 
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16 1133 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC. Info ALL TF COMDRS SOPAG. COMINCH. CINCPAC. 

V/hatever the enemy plans with regard to major offensive 
measures it is clear that he nov/ will do what he has here- 
tofore neglected to do: Concentrate on damage to our sup- 

ply lines to CACTUS by the use of submarines, minor surface 
vessels and aircraft. Para. As the maintenance and build- 
ing up of our CACTTJS position is the cardinal feature of the 
Sopac campaign, it is recommended that every effort be 
exerted to obtain protection of our communications in the 
features and forces which we now lack. These are: About 

20 subchasers based in RINGBOLT for direct protection and 
to operate as hunting grouns in INDISPHNSABLE STRAIT 12 
VOS seanlanes in RINGBOLT and 12 in MARMASIKE STRAIT for 
the same purpose, minefields off RINGBOLT and in LENGO CHAN- 
NEL, 1 alternate carrier air group at AOLA BAY as soon as 
the field is ready, and reinforcements of destroyers with- 
drawn from regions of less imminent importance. Para. It 
is unnecessary to mention to you the requirement of carriers 
long range aircraft cruisers battleships and troops and 
their transport which ^incpac has recommended for offensive 
employment and for broadening our base of operations. Such 
forces have been indicated as available but so far have 
not been sent. Para. It is my belief that the Navy has now 
the forces which we require for our job, and I hope that 
the Navy will be able to send us these forces, here when 
they are needed in the South Pacific, to forward our final 
victory. 

17 0400 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC . 

Part two. Action and info same except Buord not info this 
part. Still from PORTLAND. After action positively iden- 
tified one NACHI Class burning until gutted and sank about 
0330 L (-11) 13th. Tentative identification one TENRYU 
Class did same. After action there were nine burning ships 
lying to of which only three could have been friendly. At 
daylight saw one Jap DD off SAVO previously reported sunk 
my 142100 and one ILAIfUNA and unidentified Jap cruiser on 
horizon, ^uring action in addition to sinking one HIBIKI 
Class DD PORTLAND hit 3B many times with 4 salvos about 
4000 yards and several hits 2 salvos one unidentified cruis- 
er. Action report follows air mail. 

(Note: Part 2 received 1st, part 1 not yet received). 

16 0830 PORTLAND to CTF 64. Info COMGOPAC. CINCPAC. CO^mVACT SOLOMONS . 

Action Comtaskfor 64 info Oomsopac and Cincpac from the 
PORTLAND. Senior uninjured survivor PRESTON Lt. (jg) Gibson 
states most of action night 14 - 15th neither PRESTON nor 
WALKE saw target when BBs opened. Both opened fire on be- 
lieved cruiser targets about 3 minutes after BBs PRESTON 
hit by 8 inch salvo plus possible torpedo 3 minutes after 



(Oontinued on next page) 
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17 0804 PORTLAND to COMBQPAC Info C INC PAG HJORD. 

Here comes part one of two parts. Action Gomsopac info 
Cincpac with 8uord info first part only. PORTLAND sends. 
Examination two fourteen inch hits PORTLAND AN8WFJD 
AARON WARD clearly indicates Japanese battleships were 
loaded with bombardment shells instantaneous fused. 

Practically no penetration and little damage. Half of 
one fourteen inch projectile base ring recovered stamped 
3687520 with 22 under last two digits. Also 142 with 
Inverted 4 over center digit QQ thats all part one. 

18 0655 GOMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COMSQWESPAC. COMGENSQFAC. etc 



Action Cincpac info Cominch and Comsowespac from Gomsopac. 
From incomplete reports ENTERPRISE planes made repeated 
attacks on enemy ships between November 13 and 15 in- 
clusive inflicting following damage. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 8 torpedo hits on BB. 3 torpedo hits on a 
CL. 4 torpedo hits 3 bomb hits 2 near misses on trans- 
ports. Gomsopac forwards. On troops and equipment 2 
500 pound bombs and 25 incendiary bombs. By hand to 
Comgensopac and First Maramphcorps for info. 



17 2205 COMDOEN 1st MARDIV to C0f!S0PAC Info CTF 62 P^ADIO NOUMEA, etc. 

No important ground activity with ref enemy landing near 
TETERE two November now estimated fifteen hundred troops 
landed. Eifdit hundred have been killed. Remainder dis- 
persed into groups working back into jungle. Force no 
longer considered to be effective due disorganization nur- 
suant to loss of supplies and repeated attacks air and 
ground. Morning searches negative except large fires 
northern tip of NE'.V GEORGIA. P-38’s and SBD’s attacked 
mission station northern NE'.V GEORGIA near ROVIANA ISLE 
reported occupied by Japs. Bombs dropped but no activity 
noted. Evening searches negative. RDO V/HITE POPPY pass 
to Comgen First Marphcorp. 
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18 2131 


CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COI.ISUBPAC. 


O 


In view, A. Effectiveness of past patrols in Empire 
waters. B. Very low present strength these patrols. 

C. Lull in enemy activity and improved situation CACTUS 
area. Propose return to Empire patrol Subron 10 subs 
now based PEARL and withdraw SILVERSIDES, PLYING PISH, 
7/AHOO from Sopac for far western patrol on completion 
present patrols and refit by SPERRY at BRISBANE. Would 
then return SPERRY to PEARL. On assumption twelve 
Sowespac submarines continue base northeast AUSTRALIA 


o 


you will have available that number for patrols SOLOMONS 
SEA. Comsowespacfor to retain a number of submarines 
from Squadron 2 to keep at 20 the total based AUSTRALIA 
pending arrival remainder Subrons 6 and 8. I also plan 
send you ARGONAUT on 23rd. English will send you her 
new characteristics as APS. Comment. 


19 0659 


CTP 64 to COMSOPAC Info ALL TP C0R©R SOPAC AREA. CINCPAC. etc. 


O 


Summary by Comtaskfor 64 of data available from WASHING- 
TON, SOUTH DAKOTA concerning night action SAVO ISLAND 
14-15 November Indicates following enemy sunk. 1 heavy 
cruiser or battleship. 3 large cruisers probably heavies. 
1 destroyer. Additional enemy ships damaged. 1 14-inch 
gun battleship hit repeatedly by 16-inch and some 5-inch. 
One cruiser and 1 destroyer burning. Observed rapid and 
accurate gunfire from own destroyers which contributed 
to sinking of 1 enemy DD and damage to other as reported 
above . 


18 2338 
O 


COMGEN 1ST ^^ARDIV to COMSO^’ACFOR Info COMAIRSOPACFOR. etc . 

Bomber field graded 5400 feet mat laid 3900 feet. Crown- 
ing comnlete to additional hundred feet. Mat construction 
to terminate at 400 feet for t ime being. 5 revetments 
comolete and sixth under construction. Drainage system 
under construction. Fighter field 2 graded four thousand 
feet. Approaches 90^ cleared, -t’our retments (probably 
revetments) under construction. Runways being graded and 
four hundred feet matted. Road system at bomber field and 
fighter field 2 being graded. One bomb resistant command 
post and two nersonnel bomb resistant shelters completed 
at bomber field. Weekly report. 


u 
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20 1135 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. C0V\B0mS^AC . etc . 

Jar oatrols were active and aggressive during the 18th. 

Our forces pushing strong outnosts preceded by natrols 
across the MATANIKAU RIVER to positions west of POINT 
CRUZ prenaratory to s:eneral attack, Comsonac relays.. 
P-38 *s from CACTUS escorted B-17 and 3-26 *s on raid to 
TONOLEI morning 18th. ■‘j’ormer shot down 3 zeros in ad- 
dition to damage of enemy reported yesterday, Carpen- 
der pass to McArthur. Ground action GUADALCANAL 19th 
limited to patrol activity covering advancement of out- 
post line. About 35 laps killed; own casualties light.. 
Burned out enemy cargo ship not previously recorded, sank 
close in shore CAPE ASTORLA^, MALAITA after an explo- 
sion time 0330 GCT/19, Comgensopac and Comgen IMAC have ^ 
by hand for info. 

20 0021 COMSUBT^AC to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. CTE L2 . etc . 

AItGONAUT departs PEARL for ^opac November 23rd. Has fol- 
lowing characteristics. In addition to crew can carry 
164 fully equipped enlisted and 6 officer troops. Avia- 
tion gas capacity 22,000 gallons. Armament 2 6 inch 53 
caliber, 5 20M'i, 4 submerged and 4 deck firing tubes, 

4 deck stowage tubes, 8 interior torpedo stowage racks. 
Ammunition 200 rounds 6 inch bombardment, 200 rounds com- 
mon, 15,000 rounds 20I.O/[, 20 torpedoes. If only 6 torpedoes 
are carried, approximately 100 tons bulk cargo can be car- 
ried in cargo space of approximately 14000 cubic feet. 

Cargo must be able to pass through circular hatch 26 inch 
diameter. 9000 miles radius at maximum surface speed 13.5 
knots. Stowage for 24 marine rubber landing boats. 3.0 
days subsistence when carrying troops. Particularly suit- 
ed as raider transport with six inch gun landing support, 
advance base seaplane tender, fueling seaplanes at sea, 
cargo carrier, bombardment of enemy positions and general 
submarine duties against bombardment of ov/n forces. 

Cincpac has for info. 

20 0923 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC. COMGENHAV/DEPT . 

Status bases OSTLER and LINEOUT not entirely clear. 
Understand garrisons have arrived or about to. He- 
comraend commanding officers report to Comsopac and assume 
status of other Sopac bases. Will forward in a few days 
my recommendations c.mcerning ultimate defenses. Com- 
manding Officer AZTEC should also report to Comsopac if 
he has not already done so. 
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21 0600 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOWESPAC . COMINCH. etc. 

CACTUS announces for 21 November. Local operations by 
Army unit vicinity POINT CRUZ in preparation for general 
attack. Numerous patrols contacts along upper tlilT^iNlKAU . 
Comsopac daily. P-39’s carried out 11 attack missions 
against enemy installations. MacArthur from Carpender. 
Comgensopac and Comgen 1I»IAC have by hand for info. 

21 0643 COilSOPAC to CINCPAC Info C 0MSU3PAC. CTF 42. COMSOV/ESPAC. 

Your 182131. NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS areas are most fertile 
hunting grounds so long as RA3AUL - FAISI - KAVEING remain 
in enemy hands and enemy forces on GUADALCANAL. Recom- 
mend no reduction in Sopac subs at present. If reduction 
is made strongly urge 14 subs minimum for patrols in 
SOLOMONS area divided 7 on patrol and 7 enroute or refit- 
ting ABODE. Comsopac sends. 

20 0925 Cincnac to Vice Onnav. Info CCMSERFORSUBCOM. COMSERONSQPAC . etc 

Subject following comments concur fully objectives suggested 
your 171939 . Slow tankers to numbSi required best fitted 
for COPPER run where convoys still in effect. Intermediate 
fast and remaining slow ships are in ALASKA cma coastal and 
Sopsc services. Five or six fast Fleet tankers have been 
kept available in Sopac area for task forces. Incident of 
ESSO RICHMOND regrettable but was primarily due to lack of 
any shore storage in forward area. We are now employing 
J". C. DONNELL as mobile storage for black oil Sopac area 
and contemplate same use for KANAV/IIA when current repairs 
completed. Hulk ERSKINE PHELPS will also help that regard. 
Principal relief will be afforded by shore tanks under con- 
struction at V/HITE POPPY ROSES and BUTTON. Unless trans- 
portation of PT boats of immediate concern do not need any 
more tankers for present other 'than those now in prospect. 
Namely. V/HITE PLAINS KAISER (AO) and PATUKSNT when ready. 
Situation may change by February as per Cincpac secret Itr 
serial 0246 of 13 November to VOpnav. In addition forego- 
ing and in furtherance your suggestions Comseronsopac here- 
by requested consider. Adopt and report on such of follow- 
ing measures as are practicable. Retain clean tanker FRANii. 

G DRUM now in area as mobile storage. Do same for such 
black oil slow commercial tankers as may be required. Do 
not use fleet tankers for mobile storages unless absolutely 
necessary and reduce those held for task forces to reasonable 
number. Employ fleet tankers so released for freighting. As 
implied by VOpnav the guiding principle should always be to 
employ the faster ships on the long hauls. 
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21 1238 Combatdiv 6 to COMSOPAC. Info COMINCH. COM^TI^AC. CINCPAC. OPNAV . 





Part 1 from *^ombatdlv 6 . Tremendous value and some limita- 
tions radar demonstrated night of 14-15 November, BB*s ob- 
tained excellent fire control results using radar range and 
radar spot plus optical bearings. Strong signals from enemy 
ships' permitted Quicker and more accurate solutions and spots 
than on target practice. Opening range 1st phase 16 and 
18000 yards illuminated by setting moon both ships hitting 
selected targets on 2nd salvos. Opening 2nd phase 6OOO to 
900 yards we used some star shells which functioned properly 
but did not add to accuracy of fire. No indication enemy 
used radar, V/hen deprived artificial illximination he anpar- 
ently ranged inaccurately on gun flashes. Hits on B 57 ob- 
tained when that ship illuminated by enemy searchlights at 
about 6000 yards. 

21 1242 Part 2, Second and final part Combatdiv 6 . Accuracy own 
fire definitely better than -Japs and superiority increased 
rapidly with range. SG radar invaluable in finding surface 
targets and coaching fire control radars on. As currently 
installed Batdiv 6 SG has wide clind arc astern. Single 
instrument found insufficient to meet fire control needs and 
supply adenuate ship control and tactical information. Most 
urgent and most important need for improvement night fighting 
efficiency BBs is provision additional SG to permit visual 
access to plan position indicator by flag and conning of- 
ficer. Elimination blind arcs also urgent and important, 

SG type radar of little value in enclosed waters as targets 
are lost in asparagus patch of land signals. Neither SC SG 
nor fire control radars could discriminate lap DD knovm to 
be lying in against SAVO ISLANDS, 



Q 22 0120 GOMSOPAC to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. 





Your 120635 if ships detached f ran Sopac in accordance with 
reference there would remain 7 AP 4 AK of vdiich BELLATRIX 
temporarily out due to battle damage LIBRA slightly damaged 
and needs docking FULLER temporarily out due to collision. 
McCAWL'EY urgently requires docking. Present shortage re- 
cuires sending chartered ship to CACTUS. Am sending remainder 
American Division ulus 6th Marines to CACTUvS and withdrawing 
1st Marine Division. Plan storing material CACTUS in pre- 
paration for next offensive move. 1st Marine Division upon 
withdrawal must go into €unphibious training. Desirable Army 
and New Zealand troops this area also receive some amphibious 
training. Even provided no further losses received ships 
now this area totally inadequate for present and planned 
operations. Liberty freighters will materially ease cargo 
shipping situation but are not transports or equipped for 
amphibious operations. Cannot transfer now or in future any 
combat loading transports or freighters without prejudice to 
operations, ^omgensopac Comgen Ff-IAC and Comamphibf’orsopac 
have by hand for info from Comsopac, 
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21 0052 OO^tSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COM INCH. 

Request all practicable efforts speed delivery PC’s and 
other listening equipped craft for base patrol and local 
escort duties Sopac. Comsopac (originator) refers Cominch 
151657 of September (Action Cincpac and Info Cominch) need 
for these units to combat submarine menance in CACTUS area 
and vicinity established bases increasingly acute. 

21 1800 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. COI^RPAC. 

Cincpac 180159. Indicate proposed relationship of sub- 
ordinate command to Comairsopac and responsi cilities to- 
ward Marine aviation in Sopac. Would additional personnel 
be required. If proposed command is established a more 
distinctive title will be required. 

22 1037 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMGENSOPAC . COMINCH. etc . 

In face of the stubborn resistance. Comsopac sends. 
MacArthur via Carpender. Our advance is continuing 
slowly on west flank. No activity on other sectors. 

Action Cincpac. Comgensopac, Comgenspac have for info. 
Enemy positions west of MATANIKAU RIVER under continuous 
attacking missions by P-39's, TBP’s and SBD's. 1 near 
miss was made on an AK in vicinity of DUNAI, NEW GEORGIA. 

22 1541 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC . 

Transfer to Pac Fit for duty soon as practicable 4 
combat loaded APs, one of them suitable for division 
flagship, plus 2 combat loaded AKs. Advise expected 
date ready to depart and names of vessels. 

22 2125 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC. COMSOWESPAC. COMSUBPAC . 

Shift of submarines to Sopac in recent emergency required 
practical abandonment of our patrol of Jap waters which 
was very effective. As of this date none of these patrol 
stations is filled and no sub is yet enroute to them. 
Consider the most critical period for CACTUS has passed. 
Unless otherwise directed I will distribute Subs Pac Fit 
as follows. ARGONAUT plus one to bring to fourteen the 
nvimber of subs available operations SOLOMONS SEA. Subron 
forty-five of 13 S boats for ALASKA and Sound School. 
Remainder Subrons POUR and TEN for Empire and TRUK patrols 
comprising about 17 submarines not under navy yard over- 
haul . 
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22 2357 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. VOPNAV. 




O 



o 





Conaopac sends to Cincpac info Comlnch, VOpnav, Comser- 
forpac, Comdespac. STERETT sustained 11 shell hits port 
aide Including 1 major caliber bombardment all above 
waterline. Number 3 handling room, gun shelter and Number 
4 handling room holed. Resultant fires v/lth ready service 
pov/der explosions caused extensive damage. Both after 
guns out necessary replace. Also both torpedo mounts out 
due direct hits require renewal. Recommend PEARL. Re- 
pairs make seaworthy completed. Vessel capable full power. 
BUCHANAN being repaired WHITE POPPY completion December 6, 
Repairs 0*BANN0N minor damage completed. Comseronsopac 
by hand. Cincpac please deliver to Comdespac. 

23 0612 COMSOPAC to ALL TF COMDRS SOPAC CTF 16.11.62.63.64. Info etc . 

Task Forces under operational control of originator Com- 
sopac are reorganized as follows r Task Force 11 Rear Ad- 
miral Ramsey in SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, COMDESRON 6 in BALCH, 
GRIDLEY MCCALL CRAVEN DUNLAP FANNING. Task Force 16 Rear 
Admiral Sherman In ENTERPRISE, SANDIEGO, Desron 2 MORRIS, 
ANDERSON HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSEL ELLET CLARK. Task Force 
64 Rear Admiral Lee in WASHINGTON, Batdlv 6 plus screen- 
ing units as assigned. Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Hill 
in MARYLAND, COLORADO, NASSAU, ALTAMAHA, FARRAGUT, DALE 
AYLWIN, HULL, MACDONOUGH, MONAGHAN. Task Force 67 Rear 
Admiral Kinkald (Rear Admiral Tisdale second in command) 
NORTHAMPTON, PENSACOLA, NEW ORLEANS, HONOLULU, HELENA, 

LAMSON, NICHOLAS, O’BANNON, FLETCHER, GRAYSON, MURY. 

The follov/ing xmits are assigned Task Force 66 (Escorts); 
LANSDOWNE, WOODWORTH, LARDNER, MCCALLA, MEADE, SHAW, 

STACK, BUCHANAN. Units not now in company will be direct- 
ed to join Task Force Commanders by originator Comsopac 
as soon as practicable. Units assigned Task Forces 62 
and 63 remain unchanged. Additional assignments to Task 
Forces will be made from units nov/ enroute. Combatant 
units in Sopac area not assigned to Task Forces will op- 
erate under orders of Comsopac, The organization herein 
prescribed is effective zero hours 24 November. 
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24 0145 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMGENSOPAC . 

Your 222241. Comsopac sends for action Cincpac. Based 
on forces now available, garrison CACTUS after relief i 

now planned v/ill consist of American Division and 2nd 
Mar Div (6th, 7th, 8th Marines) plus attached units. 

Command to senior troop commander under principal unity 
of command. Command organization be separate despatch. 

Base Commander POPPY Major General Lincoln, USA commands 
all defense forces including KIWI CAST under principal 
unity of command. If 25th Division made available plan 
send CACTUS relieve 2nd Marine Division in preparation 
further offensive action. Comgen Sopac concurs and has 
for info. 

24 0525 An enemy encampment .. Reports GUADALCANAL .. On the north 

slope Mambulo was contacted by patrol of 30 men First Marines, i 
ComSoPac Forwards.. Orange lost 5 machine guns plus | 

^ 70 killed. Our casualties 2 wounded. V.hile reorganizing I 

have temporarily halted operations on v/est flank. On 23rd ' 

SBD and P4F4 strike at MUNDA, NEW GEORGE scored IDlrect hit 
on warehouse at LAMBETI. Sighted no shipping. Air reports 
indicate Nips unloading at LIU LIU CHOISEL on 21st. Also 
1 AK unloading near MUNDA 20th and 21st. Weather prevented 
planes from reaching MUNDA. CoraGenSoPac ComGen IMAC and 
CTP 62 have by hand for info. 

25 1215 COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC info Comlnch,CTF62 ,Comsowespac ,Comgensopac 

Comsopac relays from GUADALCANAL. At three bourse love (-11) 
one enemy plane dropped bombs to the south of the field killing 
and woxmding several. No ground activity of Importance past 
twenty four hours. Shore positions of enemy harassed by nine 
individual P-39 missions. Pour bomb hits on buildings 
LAMBETI not LOMBEJI as previously reported yesterdays despatch 
NEW GEORGIA on 24th. Ten Zeros attacked bombers without damage 
our planes,. ComGenSoPac and ComGenlMAC have by hand. 

232222 COMINCH TO CINCPAC info COMSOPAC . 

Your 200923 Garrisons OSTLER, LI NEOUT each total 45 officers and 
827 men and consist Headquarters Detachment, 1 Coast Artillery 
Battery automatic weapons antiaircraft with searchlight platoon, 

1 engineer company aviation, 1 airways detachment, 1 signal anti- 
aircraft warning company plus miscellaneous service units. Both 
SS KOTA AGEONG arrived OSTLER November 8 Thence to LI NEOUT, 

Report ComGenSoPac by dispatch. New Zealnd joint staff mission 
assumes commanding officer Aztec already reported Comsopac. 
Comsopac confirms. Cincpac give to ComGen Haw Dept for info.COa 
Army has by hand. 
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26 1300 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info GOMINCH. COtlSOWBSPAC . COMGENSOPAC. etc 



Front lines area GUADALCANAL witnessed only ground activity 
for the day. Our patrols engaged in cleaning out isolated 
groups offering resistance. Daily Gomsopac info. 4 B-l7s 
dropped B 500-pound bombs enemy convoy 2 DDs and 2 AKs 1 
AO vicinity PILOPILO GANONGGA, No hits observed. Our 
bombers intercepted by 4 enemy zeros no damage resulting. 

At 0410 L (-11) 26th 2 enemy bombers over CACTUS dropped 
bombs without resultant damage. Our SBD continued nightly 
patrol over enemy lines. Oomgensopac and ComgenB.lAC have 
by hand. Action Clncpac Info Gominch. 

26 0458 CTF 62 to GOMTRANSPORT DIV 8. Info GOMINCH, CINCPAC. etc. 

Abandonment AOLA nroject approved. Form Task Unit 62.4.6 
Captain Ashe in NEVILLE, HEV^-VOOD, PRES. HAYES, FORJiAUIAUT , 
Comdesdiv 24 in LANSDOYHIE, GRAYSON, SHAW, NICHOLAS. From 
CTF 62, Task unit depart BUTTON earliest daylight Nov 
27th proceed CACTUS via east and north of SAN CRISTOBAL 
and LENGO CHANNEL to arrive 0530L (-11) 29th. Unload on 
beach extending 3000 yards east of TOGAl.^A POINT. Embarked 
personnel establish base at VOLINAVUA as directed by Com- 
gen CACTUS, On completion unloading NEVILLE, HAYES, HEY- 
WOOD return to BUTTON via same route escorted by 2 DD’s, 

Y/hen FOJ.IALHAUT unloaded at TOGAllA direct her proceed AOLA 
BAY accompanied by remaining 2 DD’s and load about 75,000 
cubic feet heavy cargo for transfer to TOGAMA POINT and 
RINGBOLT as designated by Comgen CACTUS. FOMALHAUT and 
escort return to BUTTON on completion. Op Plan Afirm 24 
covering this movement being forwarded Comadnavbase by 
air for delivery to you on arrival. 

25 0609 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC . GOMINCH. COMAIRPAC . 

Cincpac 180159 Gominch 211800. In order clarify situation 
urge following action. Afirm, Fitch’s title to be only 
Commander Task Force 63. Baker. Establish Gomairsopac at 
Y/HITE POPPY in order discharge functions outlined para 5 
of PacFlt letter 33 L-42 in Sopac area. Gomsopac the 
sender. Cast. Order aviation Rear Admiral to command 
same. The Commander of the Task Force comprising the 
combatant elements of land based aviation is a full time 
job and must be filled by the most experienced Naval aviator 
available in this area. 
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26 0247 CINCPAG to COMiriGH. Info COMSOPAC . COMAIR^OPAC . GQiMAIRPAC . 

Gomnander Fleet Aircraft NG^JI-tSA short title Gomfair NOTOfflA 
considered most distinctive title new commander. My 
180159 Gorainch 211800. Gee Gomairsopac 240221 Gomsopac 
290251 October now passed to you which basis orifjinal 
recommendation. Also ^omairsopac 242331 Gomsopac 250609 
which comment your 211800. Pronose duties Gomfair NOTIT.IEA 
v/ithin Sopac area to parallel and extend those now assigned 
Gomairpac for entire Pacific Ocean Area vrould concern all 
Naval air units and air base facilities and would for Marine 
aviation include supnly of aircraft and aviation material 
plus other administrative assistance as directed by Gomsopac, 
Agree Halsey pronosal that Fitch as Gomtaslcfor 63 exercise 
operational control over such Army Navy and Marine aircraft 
as assigned by area commander but consider present inoppor- 
tune time to reassign title Gomairsopac. Additional Flag 
Officer and Staff necessary to free Fitch of widespread 
administrative responsibilities. 



26 0632 GOMSOPAG to VIGE OPNAV Info GOMNAV. GINGPAG. 





Prior receipt of Vice Opnav serial 123739 of Oct. 13 and 
Gincpac serial 4235 of Nov I6 Gomsopac originator directed 
by his serial 5356 of November 10th all commanding generals * 
at established island bases to designate a U. S. Naval 
Officer as Port director where no Port Director had been 
regularly assigned. Port Director’s have also been in- 
structed to act as routing and reporting officers for 
merchant shipping British route and Vesca arrival signals 
are prescribed with NZNB as reporting center responsible 
to pass them to regular US and British Adees. Authority 
hereby re'^uested for Port Directors so designated to draw 
publications listed in paragranh 3 subparagraphs A through 
F of Vice Opnav Serial 0127320 of May 2nd, Mobile issuing 
office USS ARGONNE and issuing office NOB FULGRUM will be 
directed to make issues subject your approval. Names of 
Port Directors designated will be communicated to the 
Director Naval Tran snort at ion Service. Action Vice Opnav 
Information Gominch G and R Gincpac. 



25 1659 GOMINGH to GINGPAG. COMSOPAG . GOMAIR^OPAG . COM^OV/ESPAGFQR . etc . 

Refer to this as Admlraltys 1726A^24. Vour 1350 21st not 
to all addressees. Engadlne should not complete patrol 
I \ systems 2 she is to proceed to NOTTlUilA via AUSTPjtLlA as soon 

. as she is ready for sea. She is not required to emcark 

Martlets from FILr'’DINI . 3 ATHENE is aiso to be sailed for 

same destination as soon as ready. 4 Other ships are to 
come under operational control of Gincpac on arrival in 
U South Pacific Area, 
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25 1415 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC CINCLANT OPNAV BUPERS etc. 






Opnav Bupers Marcorps Informed. 4 APs and 2 AKs escorted 
by 4 PacPlt destroyers expected depart Base H mid December 
for CANAL ZOl^ where report Clncpac for duty. NTS now plan- 
ning load ALLEN with 3rd Marine Replacement Battalion and 
2nd Garrison Replacement Battalion for STRAW and cargo for 
WHITE POPPY. GEORGE CLYMER, JOHN PENN, TITANIA, ALGORAB, 
with SeeBees 25 and 37 Pontoon Assembly Depot other personnel 
and urgent cargo for WHITE POPPY. THOMAS JEFFERSON with 
personnel for CANAL ZONE thence West Coast or Army personnel 
to Sopac as desired by you. Comment. Advise also desired 
division assignments APs and AKs unless you wish retain in 
new Transdlv 18. This movement direct to Sopac should be 
considered in connection return APs and AKs to Amphforpac. 

26 2230 NAVAL ATTACHE WELLINGTON to CINCPAC 




Afirm 416-26 November. From Goddard. Just returned from 
visit to Halsey and Fitch. Neither had been able to con- 
sider RNZAF development but hope now to have time to com- 
plete my directive and formulate future requirements for 
RN21AF. Para 2. Was Informed Vice Opnav has stated inten- 
tion to expand RNZAF from ten squadrons to fifteen by April 
1944. This is no expansion since we already have sixteen 
squadrons. Under this arrangement mostly all our future 
output trained personnel will continue to be sent to England 
contrary to your wishes. Para 3. Vice Opnav further sug- 
gested that if Intended allotments of aircraft to South 
Pacific are exceeded the surplus should go exclusively to 
American Squadrons. This would effectually prevent employ- 
ing New Zealand personnel resources. Para 4. Please re- 
gard this as advance information only am sending letter by 
airmail. Please accept congratulations on great successes 
and regrets at loss of Callaghan. 0645Z/26. 



27 1254 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 



o 



50 Japs killed number of machine gvins captured in local 
operations west of POINT CRUZ. There were no other ground 
activities Comgensopab Comgen IMAC info by hand. At 2400 
26th 7 B-17's struck aerodrome at KAHILI no opposition en- 
countered. Large fires resulted at dispersal area plus 16 
hits on runway. During the night. Comsopac forwards dally 
summary from GUADALCANAL area. 2 enemy bombers dropped 
missiles near mouth of LUNGA RIVER no damage. On the 23rd 
and the 24th CACTUS bombing of KOKONGOLO mission NEW GEORGIA 
destroyed all houses that area. Nips reported hiding in bush 
during raids. Enemy explorations toward the eastern side of 
NE7/ GEORGIA are continued. On the 21st barge with 50 Japs 
was reported in BALFOUR CHANNEL near RENDOVA. Good native 
report states 3000 ORANGE at REKATA BAY. 
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HKLKM to COMTASKFOR 67 Info COMINCH CINCPiTC COMSQPAC etc . 

'14 0001 TG 67.4 engaged apparently 2 enemy forces containing BBs 
and cruisers plus DDs to SE of SAVO about 0124 bearing 
312 range 27100. We approached in long column 4 DDs, 

1 CLAA, 2 CAs, 1 CL, 1 CLAA, 4 DDs via LENGO CHANNEL on 
280 along north coast close in. Changed course to about 
310 True then 000 then 315 at 0137, then 270 closing to 
about 3000 yards of enemy. Enemy force believed coming in 
to south of SAVO from NW in 2 or 3 groups . Bearing and 
distance of groups by sail george radar from HELENA; 5 
ships 250 True range 4200 course 120 speed 20, 6 ships 315 
True range 7000, 4 large ships 290 true range 10000. At 
0143 DDs Instructed to launch torpedo attack. At 0145 
ordered to stand by to fire. At range of about 3000 yards 
to group on port bow while turning to course 270 commenced 
firing at 0148. Enemy turned on searchlights and commenced 
firing at short range just prior to our opening fire. 0158 
changed course to 000 on signal and speed 28 knots. ATLANTA 
fell out to left and believed on fire at 0210. SAN FRANCISCO 
hit heavily especially bridge area and Rear Admiral Callaghan 
and all staff but one killed. JUNEAU hit by torpedo forward 
engine room time vinknown. PORTLAND believed hit by torpedo 
and lost steering control prior to 0218. Melee resulted in 
which events uncertain but destroyers both sides very active. 
Numerous ships afire Including one large ship capsized and 
one large BB or CA stopped and completely enveloped in flames 
and passed both close aboard. At 0212 attempted to assemble 
forces remaining. At 0226 gave course 092 True speed 18 
Form 18 to ships able to comply. At 0240 contacted SAN FRAN- 
CISCO on port bow and she formed up. FLETCHER reported in 
SEALARK CHANNEL. STERRETT and O'BANNON in LENGO CHAIWEL. 
at 0310 reported condition PORTLAND to radio TULAGI and re- 
quested tow and air coverage. After transiting SEALARK 
destroyers formed screen. At daylight picked up JUNEAU in 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT near MALAITA Island, Instructed to 
join up. Took course to southward and speed 10 knots until 
SAN FRANCISCO made temporary repairs. Transferred medical 
assistance to SAN FRANCISCO and sent O'BANNON to position 
to transmit report on force position and intentions. O'BANNON 
rejoined at 1530. At 0826 course 180 speed 17 knots Zigzag 
No. 8 all speed JUNEAU could make. At 1101 torpedo fired 
from about 260 relative running on or near surface passed 
astern of HELENA and ahead SAN FRANCISCO and hit JUNEAU (then 
down 4 feet by head) on port side of fantail (location of hit 
debatable but aft) as she was Zlgglng 15 deg. to the right. 
JUNEAU was third ship in formation about 800 yards on 
quarter of SAN FRANCISCO due to steering difficulty using one 
screw and as requested by commanding officer. There was a 
single enormous explosion filling the area with debris and 
large cloud of yellow black and brown smoke. Debris fell to 
such an extent and volume as to cause belief of high level 
bombing attack. Remaining ships increased to maximum speed 
and radical course changes. As only FLETCHER and STERRETT 
screening and ships crippled continued on course and reported 
events by visual for further transmission to Comsopac via 

^ 1000 
(Continued next page) 



■&ECRST 

November (GOT) 



14 0001 (Continued) 

B-17 sighted at 1121. Within minute after explosion 
JUNEAU had completely disappeared. Debris fell and smoke 
remained for about 9 minutes. No sight or sound contact 
on submarine. SAN FRANCISCO worst material and personnel 
casualties including Captain Young. Lt. Comdr. Schonland 
now commanding. STERRETT extensive personnel and material 
casualties. Material and personnel damage various extent 
remaining ships. SAN FRANCISCO and probably STERRETT will 
require navy yard overhaul. HELENA and O'BANNON tender 
availability. All times mentioned are minus 11, 

28 0309 CTF 62 to CTU 62.4.7. CTU 62.4.6. CTU 62.4.8 Info CINCPAC etc . 

MAJABA and ALCHIBA have been torpedoed vicinity LUNGA POINT. 
From CTF 62. Indications that Jap subs are also operating in 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT. Possibility that subs enter SAVO SOUND 
at night and lie on shelf near beach at CACTUS av/aitlng early 
morning return of ships to anchorage. Suggest part of screen 
make sv/eep close in CACTUS beach prior daily arrival APs and 
AKs in unloading area. On retirement to eastward recommend 
units of screen made sweep INDISPENSABLE STRAIT ahead of 
transports. If retire to RINGBOLT desirable that units of 
screen patrol SAVO SOUND during night with view intercepting 
subs on surface, 

28 0U5 COMSOPAC to MACARTHtm VIA COMSOV/SSPAC Info COMINCH. CINCPaC . 

This despatch to General MacArthur from Admiral Halsey. 

Your 270055 and 271136. Our common objective is RA3AUL. 

Until Jap air in NET;V BRITAIN and northern SOLOMONS has 
been reduced, risk of valuable naval units in middle and 
western reaches SOLOMON SEA can only be justified by major 
enemy seaborne movement against south coast I'lE’// GUINEA or 
ATJSTRALIA itself. Seaborne supply of bases we take on north- 
ern coast of NE'// GTJII\TEA not feasible until we control SOLO- 
MON SEA, in other words RA8AUL. Pursuant foregoing and with 
history oast months in view, consider RA3AUL assault cam- 
paign must be amnhibious along the S0L0J10NS with GUINEA 
land position basically a sunnorting one only. I am cur- 
rently reinforcing CACTUS nosition and exnediting means of 
oneratinff heavy air from there. It is my belief that the 
sound nrocedure at this time is to maintain as strong a land 
and air nressure against the Jananese BUNA nosition as your 
lines of communication nerroit, and continue to extract a 
constant toll of Jananese shinning, an attritiju which if con- 
tinued at the present rate he can not long sustain. I be- 
lieve that my greatest contribution to our common effort 
would be to strengthen my nosition and resume the advance 
up the SOLOMONS as soon as nossible, while c'>ntinuing to 
maintain a naval force in being on the flank of any nos- 
sible Jananese large scale advance against AUSTRALIA or 
Southern NEW GUINEA coast. Carpender pass. 
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29 1050 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

This is MacArthur’s 271136 you asked for in your 290709. 
"MacArthur sending to donsopac. Ultra. In connection 
wilt my radio of this morning it is reported from our naval 
sources that the enemy will attemnt landing at GONA 5 AK*s 
on the night of November 29 and A AK’s on November 30 and 
reneating on the nights of December 3rd and ^ecexaoer 4th. 

The escorting naval force is reported as one cruiser and 
4 destroyers. Can you help me by a diversionary move to 
threaten his flank query? Admiral Carpender, please pass." 

29 1100 ItlAGARTHUR VIA COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

IlacArthur ’ s 270055 follows. Reference your 290709. Com- 
sopac nassing. This dispatch is for Admiral Halsey from 
General MacArthur. In my onerations in IIS'.'/ GUI^rEA my ground 
forces have driven the enemy back to a shallow beach head in 
the BTTNA GONA area. The air force has nrovided close support, 
has transported large numbers of troons and has sunplied the 
entire oneration. Pending the establishment of seaborne 
line of communications, the number of tr --ops I can emnloy 
is definitely restricted by limited capacity of air trans- 
port. The enemy is making every effort to reinforce and 
supply the garrison by sea and despite losses from air attack, 
has recentl2/^ succeeded to an extent sufficient to prevent 
my destroying his beach head. He is evidently increasing 
his efforts and is in position tomake a move of consider- 
able magnitude against TIST.V GTJITTK\. The Chief of Staff of 
the Army after discussion with the Navy in V/ashington, has 
suggested that I take up with you the detailed naval re- 
quirements for the support of my immediate operations in 
order to reach an agreement as to the practicable measures 
to be taken with the naval forces now available in our 
respective areas. I would appreciate an expression of 
your views. Carpender please pass. 

28 1235 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMAIRPAC, CO -SQPAC. COI.IAIRSQPAC. etc . 

Cincpac 260247 approved. Cincpac hereby authorized to 
establish new flag officer command in South Pacific "Pleet 
Air Command NOUMEA". Short title Faircomnouraea will be 
a subordinate command of Coraairpac and Comfairnoumea . Will 
report for duty to Comsopac. Bureaus and officers of Navy 
take necessary action. 

29 0035 GTE 8 to CINCPAC. COMTTORVJESSEAFROTT. NYMI. OPNAV, etc . 

Radio HONOLULU, pass to Cincpac - refer Oominch 272156. 
S'ollowing status of CTF 8 destroyers. 15 at present op- 
erating with TF VIZ four modern, 11 o i icluding sweepers. 
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29 0035 (continued) 

Essential duties. 3 old on nermanent escort duty between 
OCEAJ'T BU'^E and ’''niTRLAWA''''. 2 old anti-subriarine natrol 
LOrriYIEW. 3 to 4 . will be asr igned T-:0VE. Two for 

ant i-subnarine natrol. 1 to 2 screen! ig moves between 
LONGVIE'.V and AilT'LET. Minimum 3 required for screening OCE/iN 
BLUE to LOUCrVIEVr for transoorts and imnortant cargo shins. 
Movement of important cargo ships will continue indefinitely. 
At infrequent intervals and periods lasting month must main- 
tain anti-submarine patrol at CAVERII to protect discharging 
ships. Four modern destroyers now in striking force v/ith 
cruisers. Operational breakdowns old destroyers frequent, 
^resent status king at BREMERTON urgent repairs. KANE must 
follow for same when king returns. vYAS^^UT^^, PERllY opera- 
ting with cracked reduction gears which should oe repaired 
when ships can be spared. LAMHERTON has boiler completely 
burnt out. Destroyers have been operating practichily con- 
tinuously without opportunity for upkeep. Margin with respect 
to prospective demands now zero, ■‘decent net reduction in 
escort vessels to the force Including Canadian is nine. 

Renuest retention TALBOT dent with this taskforce until 
reliefs can be provided or at least until one January. 

CTF 8 sends. Radio BREMERTON pass to Comnwseafron and 
MYPS X RDO SanFran pss to Corawesseafron and N'MI X RDO An- 
napolis pass to Opnav and Cominch. 

28 1708 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMAIRSOPAC COM 12. . 

Comalrsopac 240557 from Comnavbassopac . Do you approve 
development of BUTTON into LION Base as recommended? If 
30 does this base supplement or replace development here- 
tofore stressed for WHITE POPPY? See your 210517 October 
next to last sentence. If BUTTON development is in ad- 
dition you must balance large shipping requirements against 
other shipping needs Sopac. Little additional shipping in 
prospect. If not approved as recommended specify location 
of approved components. ’^Yhat is to be division of base 
functions between BUTTON and WHITE POPPY? Rdo NOUMEA pass 
to Comnavbassopac. 
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29 1755 COMINCH to CINCPAC CINCLANT COMUSNAVFOREUROPE. COMSO’>VESPAC etc . 





Addressees promulgate following to extend commands need to 
know. Para. In event usage gas by enemy is suspected. 

Afirm. Iilake immediate dispatch report addressed for action 
to entire chain of command. Baker. Conduct immediate in- 
vestigation on spot by qualified personnel. Cast. Make 
amplifying report confirmed or not confirmed. Dog. No not 
retaliate with gas until authorized by Cominch and Cast Negat 
Option. Use of toxic gas will not be initiated by any units 
Sail commander. Undertake instruction and training to insure 
that retaliation if authorized will be effective. In pre- 
caution against Initiating use of gas under stress offensive 
materials are to be kept in ready reserve but not issued to 
combatant units. Buord will keep addressees advised regard- 
ing availability of materials. VCNO has for action Comdt 
Marcorps, Buord, Buaer Informed. 



29 1811 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC. COMSQIVESPAC . 





Answering Cominch 261230. Unless sterilizers more reliable 
than indicated by statements Doctor Michels, use of aircraft 
mines offensively this area subject same tactical drawbacks 
as mustard Inland warfare. From Comsopac. Action Cominch. 
Infer Cincpac, Comsowespac. Basically propose use aircraft 
mines offensively first in passages much used by enemy traf- 
fic and in which later resulting menace to our forces is 
acceptable; second, as anvil to interdict enemy passage in- 
cident to specific attack. First of above dependent upon 
continuing adequate reconnaissance enemy traffic at his 
bases, which lack of aerial photo reconnaissance equipment 
this area has so far prevented. No suitable opening for 
second use has presented Itself up to now. Unable be more 
specific until compaign features more clearly defined. 



30 0841 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. info 00MA^.U^HI3roNPQPAC . COMINCH. etc. 



'U 



Urdis 270145 . Comsopac sends. Torpedoing of ALCHIBil leaves 
SoPac area with 4 AiC’s, 1 of v/hich is under repair. Neces- 
sity for moving large quantities construction equipment and 
material to CACTUS and resulting from interruptions and 
damage by enemy action, results CACTUS food and ammunition 
supply critical. Even vdth temporary addition 4 noncombat 
cargo vessels, several essential carf?oes would still await 
transportation. No AK’s oah. be spared without endangering 
CACTUS position. Further losses must be expected. All 
operable AP’s except McCAWLEY (SPOONER drydocking) are engaged 
transporting troops. McCAV/LEY essential as force flagship 
due adequacy radio installations. Following is schedule for 
amphibforsopac ships. Afirm. JACKSON, ADAliS, CRESCENT CITY, 
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loaded troops for CACTUS return trip evacuate troops first 
mardiv. If 6th Marines to CACTUS these ships occupied until 
January 25. Baker, IIEVILLE, IIET'/OOD, 3ARNSTT occupied 
transporting Americal Division and 9th Defense Battalion to 
CACTUS until December 20. Cast. FULLER under repair col- 
lision estimated ready December 25. Dog. ZEILIN departs 
for V/est Coast about 1 December time of repair estimated 3 
weeks. Easy. HUITTER LIGGETT enroute CACTUS with troops 
returning BUTTC'N about 10 December. AMERICAN LEGION to load 
18th Construction Battalion for CACTUS to return BUTTON about 
December 15. Fox. McCA/YLEY due WHITE POPPY about December 
20. Additional movements anticipated are relief remainder 
First Mardiv, movement Army troops from WHITE POPPY and 
BLEACHER to CACTUS, movement Third Raiders from STRAW to 
BUTTON, training Sopac troops for amphibious operations. 
Providing movements mentioned in preceding sentence are post- 
poned, estimate that transnorts can arrive SAN DIEGO on fol- 
lowing dates. HUNTER LIGGETT on December 26. AMERICAN LEGION 
on January 1. NEVILLE, HEY'OOD, BARNETT on January 8. FULLER 
and McCAV/LEY on January 12. Four ships of Transdiv 2 on 
February 10. 





01 0335 CINCPAC to COMSOPAG Info CQMINCH. COM^TPHIIFORSOPAC . etc . 

Urdis 300841. TJEVTLLE, HEYYOOD, BARNETT designated for 
return Amphib''orpac. Since KEMIORE made available for trip 
to CACTUS assume this takes care of 9th Defense Battalion 
your item Baker. Therefore sail one of the 3 designated 
ships for SAN DIEGO now and the other two upon completion 
Item Baker to arrive about 8 January. Appreciate situation 
as regards freighters. When 2nd LIBERTY Glass freighter ar- 
rives Sopac area transfer 1 combat loader to SAN DIEGO and 
when 3rd arrives send 2nd combat loader. In addition I will 
direct retention ZEILIN on West Coast on completion repairs. 
Advise division organization desired by you. Ships which 
will remain Sopac including 5 enroute from Atlantid and 10 
liberties. Direct ships ordered SAN DIEGO leave all land- 
ing craft in Sopac area. 



01 1321 COMSOPAC to Clncpac Info CQMINCH. CCMSO’^SPAC. GTF 62 . 



O 



Yesterday’ s .activities comprised numerous patrols First 
Marines captured 6 machine guns on MAIBULO killing 15. 

Patrol 164th Infantry killed 11 captured 70 mm gun. Marine 
raiders on upper LUNGA killed 25 captured 1 75 mm gun and 
1 30 mm. Comsopac reiterates. 4 attack missions carried 
out by P-39’s against ORANGE positions. 3 biplanes and 2 
flying boats sighted REKATA BAY by morning search plane drew 
AA fire. B-17’s sighted 5 ships near KIETA 10 AK or AP 
5 DD and possible CV BtO-VN TONOLEI evening 30th. Friendly 
task force engaged with enemy near SAVO beginning 23OO love 
(-11) 30th. Unidentified planes overhead CACTUS at 2300 love 
30th and again 0400 love 1 December. Comgensopac Gomgen 1st 
Mar CTF 62 all info by hand, 1005 
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01 0645 CINGPAC to COMINGH. Info COLaSOPAC. COMSQV/ESPAC . CTF 8 . 




O 

30 0255 



Lacking suitable target areas within reach there are no plans 
in immediate prospect for use of aircraft mines in central 
Pacific. This in reply your 261230. For all other areas in- 
cluding Sowespac am strongly of opinion that this weapon should 
be used without too much stress on probable failures of steril- 
izing features hazarding our future actions. This view based 
on definite experience of British with favorable damage ratio 
of mines versus bombs even under admittedly different circum- 
stances. We should harass the enemy with every conceivable 
means. Further of note is certainty that as Japs are driven 
from any locations now held by them we will encounter more 
mine opposition. Sweeping measures undertaken concurrently 
with offensives will therefore give some degree os protection 
against own mines previously laid, 

SrAv GUADALGAITAL to GQMPQPAG Info GOMAIRSQPAQ . GINGPAG . etc . 





Gonstruction of 1000 lineal feet more coral, 15,600 lineal 
feet taxiway 8000 lineal feet road. 37 plane revetments. Gom- 
mand post shelter. Ready room shelter 67,200 lineal feet 
drainage ditch. Preparation of campsite. Installation gaso- 
line tanks necessary to complete fighter 2 field. Oonstruc- 
tion of 4000 lineal feet of Marston mat. 29,350 lineal feet 
taxiway, 36 plane revetments 8000 lineal feet roads, Gora- 
raand post shelter. Ready room shelter. 67,000 lineal feet 
drainage ditch preparation of camp site. Installation gaso- 
line tanks necessary to complete fighter 1 field. Reconstruc- 
tion of 500 lineal feet Marston mat. Gonstruction of 23,100 
lineal feet taxiway. 41 plane revetments. Gommand post 
shelter. 50,200 lineal feet drainage ditch. 10,000 lineal 
feet road improvement. Air base office. Repair shop instal- 
lation gasoline tanks. Necessary to complete bomber field. All 
of foregoing must be completed before prolonged rains estimated 
middle December if fields are to operate. No work started 
fighter 3 or YOLINAVUA fields. 



29 0110 GTF 8 to GOMINGH. Info GINGPAG. VOPNAV. 






Taskforce commander has 25 each Mark XII Mod 1 and Mark XIII 
aerial mines at DTJTGH HARBDR. No others enroute. Plan use 
Mark XIII ’s against enemy shipping concentrations GHIGHAGOF 
HARBOR, OTICRITI BAY and Pass between SOUTH HEAD and LITTLE 
KISICA. Mark XII-l»s same purpose HOLTZ BAY, MGDONALD COVE, 

Pass SOUTH HEAD to NORTH HEAD KI'^KA and possible anchorages 
in SEMIGHIS if more accurate charts received. Strong anti- 
aircraft installations KISKA HARBOR prevent mining mission 
that area until these installations reduced by bombing or 
other means. The lack of shipping in KISKA at the present time 
also militates against use mines that location. Failure mark 
XII’ s recent mine plants KAGAIASKA STRAIT and UTLVK PASS attri- 
buted strong ocean currents and 600 foot spacing. Believe cur- 
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29 0110 CTF 8 to OOMINCn. Info OINCPAG. 70PNAV. 



(Continued) 




rents reduced magnitude in areas nlanned for future use and 
revised directive for 1000 spacing will insure more successful 
perfoimance by aerial mines. Pass Vice Opnav for info, Com- 
taskforce B originator. Gominch for action. Cincpac info 
addee. 
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September 1. 



The damaged SARATOGA is enroute TOKGATABU with two 



cruisers and seven destroyers, and v/ill arrive there the 6th. 
Her power plant is uncertain and she can only make 10 knots. 
To enter the harbor she v/ill probably need the NAVAJO and 
SEMINOLE, both of v/hich are available to her. All her sur- 
viving planes except 6 VP, 8 VB, and 4 VT have been flown to 
the ROSES-BUTTON area for distribution. It seems probable 
that the sub v/hich torpedoed the SARATOGA v;as sunk by the 
luONSSEN before it could get off a report of hitting. 



some time to come the 'VASP and HORNET groups will have to re- 
main in the SOLOMONS-NF."/ CALEDONIA area indefinitely. The 
addition of the T7ASHINGT0N and SOUTH DAKOTA v/ill greatly add 
to our strength in that area. Nevertheless, the Japs are 
capable of placing superior forces in the area. 



miles east of our position on the north side of GUADALCANAL. 

It has not yet been learned how such operations can take place 
without satisfactory counter action on our part. 



a plea for more air in the GUADALCANAL area. Thus every major 
commander in the South Pacific and the Under Secretary of the 
Nav>i^ have ursred that the flow of olanes in adeouate numbers 



the use of carriers to support landings v/hen they are vulner- 
able to enemy shore based air and when the job can be more 
properly done hj our shore based air. The letter is designed 
to prevent the use of our carriers to cover landings in Tasks 
Tv/o and Three . 



Comsopac 020300 pink reques^ Ma^rthur to supply 
P-38s to the TULAGI area. And his 02(M00lrnakes a further plea 
for aircraft reinforcements, particularly fighters. 



building up a large striking force by repeated small landings 
during darkness and recommends adequate search by aircraft 



With the ElKTERPRISE and SARATOGA out of action for 



Three Jap DDs landed troops and supplies about 20 



V 

CTP-62 011237 pink joins other commanders there in 




In a letter to Cominch today CinCpac disapproves 



y 



C.G. CACTUS 012313^V;xplalns his fear of the enemy 



and DDs or L!TBs and the 7th Marines as a striking force. 



Submarines continue active in the South Pacific. 
One was seen off TULAGI today. 



In the ALEITTIANS CTP-8 reports that the REID sank 
the RRo 61 and took prisoners from her. 
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September 1 (continued) 
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The Jap forces thought northeast of the SOLOMONS 
have not been sighted for several days. It seems possible 
that the RYU JO has returned to the Empire and that one CV is 
enroute south to replace her. The recent occupation of OCEAN 
■and NAURU nov/ seems a fact. APAMAMA in the GILBERTS was prob- 
ably occupied today. Cardlv Two is still indicated in home 
v^aters . 

ClnCPac continues to keep the Army here fully in- 
formed of the current developments. 
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Sentember 2. 



y 

ConSoPac 031251/)gi ves a summary of operations for the 
day. The bombings on Cactus took place the day before. Evi- 
dently the BURRO'VS went aground a seco^ time off TULAGI and 
was hauled off by the GAMBLE. His 030736 pink gives the employ- 
ment of TP-17 while TF-18 is at lloumea for fuel and supplies. 
TF-IS arrives at Noumea tomorrov/. 




ComSoPac estimates that on August 24th local an enemy 
CV received a torpedo Damage to other units is not clear. 

ComSoPac 031141 justly praises the fine v/ork of the 
Bougainville coast v/atcher in giving timely warning of an 
approaching air raid. 

i/ 

Cominch 02195S indicates that 60 P-38s in addition 
to other planes are enroute Pacific bases. 






The DRUM in Kidv/ay from patrol off Truk and Kavieng 
reports poor hunting both places. 

Air reconnaissance of the Cuberts by the Japs con- 
tinued today. 

The C.O, at Fanning Island reports serious labor 
trouble and requests that the trouble makers be deported. 

Ihe Army reports 6 APs at Kiska, 2 of which are over 
20,000 tons. This report by Alaskan G-3 stirred up the Com- 
mander V/estern Defense. CTF-8 doubts this report as does 
CinCPac. Steps are being taken by the Army to garrison the 
Pribilofs. 



There is nothing significant about enemy moves. 




September 3 . 

y 

J C^sopac 0411l6/>gives a summary for the day in his area. 
His 040300lT^di cates his plan to put the 7th Marines in GUAUA.LGANAL 
and to nut a battalion of Army troops on TREVAMION Island (Santa 
Cruz) . 

Cominch 031313 does not give much encouragement for 
large development of raider battalions. 

/ 

CTF 16 020337 comments favorably on the employment of 
the new BBs in the carrier task forces. The best place seems to 
have them down wind from the carrier. 
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September 3, (Continued) 

The TAI-IBOR reports sinking 22000 tons off TRUK. 

There is further confirmation of the enemy occupation 
of OCEAN and NAURU Islands. This being the case, Cincpac will 
not attempt to send food to OCEAN Island. 

As the laps are apparently occupying TARAV/A Island in 
the GILBERTS, the ALBACORE, which was close by, was diverted to 
that place to take any appropriate action possible. 

The first three transports have unloaded undetected at 
ADAK Island. At w^Af^ Bay the CASCO is still aground and a sal- 
vage tug is enroute to assist. There is complete disagreement 
between the Army and the Navy concerning the activity at KISKA. 
An Army report of 2 20000 ton APs in that harbor is not relieved 
jy CTF 8. 



Cardiv 2 is still indicated in home waters. All signs 
continue to point to an all out enemy attempt to recapture TULAGI 
and GUADALCANAL. 

September 4-» 



Admiral Ghormley’s 051156 summarizes the South Pacific 
situation. 



The SOUTH DAKOTA will Join Task Force 18 on the 8th. 

So far in their operations in the South Pacific the 
combat and operational losses of P3Ys run 235^ a month. 

There is some fear by CTF 62 that the enemy will raid 
SM.iOA tonight or tomorrow. 

Comsowestpac requires replacements of ships lost in the 
TTTLAGI operation. This involves i CA and 3 DD. In addition he 
wants one destroyer division. These ships are requested to keep 
the lines open to N!ir.V GUINEA. 

To rectify landing mistakes^_^de in the initial TT’LAGI 
landing, Comamphibious SoPac 040610 S'plans an extensive rehearsal 
of a landing on September 13th. 

CTF 8 042027 objects to the Army proposal to garrison the 
PRIBILOF Islands. 



The 'Tap submarines continue to be active in the South 
Pacific. One was reported off TH'LAGI yesterday and one off BLEACHER 
today. 



A major move of Tapanese units from the Empire to the South 
Pacific in the next few days is indicated. Cardiv 2 seems in- 



volved in the move. 
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September 5. 1942. 




ComSoPac 061146 (pink) gives the summary of his opera- 
tions for that day. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA group which included the JUNEAU and 
3 DD were ordered to leave BLEACHER today to rendezvous with 
TaskPorce 18 on the 8th. When clearing the harbor the SOUTH 
DAKOTA hit a pinnacle rock and will probably require di^docking. 



The SARATOGA group arrived at BLEACHER (CTP-11 052052). 
V/hen temporary repairs are made and certain spares and stores are 
unloaded to be left there that ship will proceed to Pearl with 
1 CA, 1 CL and 5 DD as escort. ComSoPac plans to send Vice Ad- 
miral Fletcher north with the SARATOGA and make Rear Adrdral Noyes 
ComTaskFor 61. 



The WASHINGTON and 3 DDs will arrive at BLEACHER Sept. 13. 
It now appears that each Task Force 17 and 18 will have a new BB 
with them by around the 17th of September. 



Commanding General, CACTUS 051050 reports another small 
landing. It is probable that these will continue. 



The flurry caused by a report of CVs off SANOA yesterday 
was found to be the result of an error. 



CinCPac 052005 reminds ComTaskFor 1 that the BBs are 
now at Pearl to break up any attempted enemy landing in the Hawai- 
ian area. It is now probable that Task Force 1 will remain at 
Pearl during September. 

The FLYING FISH on patrol off TRUK was damaged by depth 

O cliarges and is returning to Pearl. She reports hitting a BB and 
setting it on fire. 

ComTaskFor 8 052130 advises against the occupation of 
TANAGA at the same time that the move is being made to ADAK. He 
suggests that when air support is available from ADAK the TANAGA 
occupation will be much simplified Insofar as escort is concerned. 
CinCPac concurs with ComTaskFor 3 t: at the Priblloffs should not 
be garrisoned at this time. 



0 



There is indication that at least five Jap carriers are 
in or enroute t- the RaBAUL area. This, together with continued 
evidence of large reinforcements to the area point to a major 
effort to recapture positions in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area. 
Activity in the GILBBJRTS continues. It now seems probable that 
most of that group are now or will be occupied by the e-^emy. 
ComTaskFor 8 suspects mining in the ALEUTIANS but no mines have 
been encountered there. 
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September 6th, 

Comsopac 050626 expresses his desire for more Marine Raiders. 
The 2nd Marine Raider Battalion left PBARL today for the South 
Pacific . 

Cominch 061720 pink approves the project to garrison the 
PRIBILOFS and to delay the occupation of TANAOA. 

GTF 8 feels that he has been Ptiven orders by General DeV/itt 
to provide escort to the PRIBILOFS and registered a protect to 
Cincpac. He had not yet received the directive above from Conlnch. 
Thus , a few hours delay on the part of GTF 8 v/ould have cleared 
up the matter and made his protect unnecessary. Army - Wavy com- 
mand relations in the North Pacific are not prood. 

Admiral Nimltz left PEARL for San Francisco to confer with 
Admiral King. Developments in all areas since his departure are 
summarized in GincPac 0-j23osr pink. 



There are no new enemy developments. 

September 7th. 

The day v/as generally very quiet. Gomsopac 081146 pink 
summarizes operations that area. The transports were ordered 
to return to GUADALGAKAL at daylight. 

450 Jap prisoners from, the SOLOMONS will arrive in NET"/ 
ZEALAND on the 11th. That Government will accept and be respon- 
sible for any prisoners we deliver to them during the current 
offensive . 

Gomsopac 072206 gives plans for the employment of Gubs 1 
and 13. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA v;ill come to Pearl v;lth the SARATOGA, 

NE*V ORLEANS and 5 destroyers. 

C.G. Alaska 062210 states that he v/111 defer the garri- 
soning of the PRIBILOFS. Admiral Theobald strenuously objects 
to the plan as he considers it strategically unsound. 

Fairly good information states that the Japs plan to 
attack II'DIA at the end of the present monsoon season; and that 
the MILNE BAY occupation is the first step In the attack on 
AU3TR.<i.LIA . 

The Japs are now concentrating nearly all of their sea- 
going forces for the expected attempt to recapture their posi- 




tions in the TIHjAGI area . 
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COHFEEEHCS HOTKS 




Septeabar 9, 1942. 



1. ReoitpitulatloQ of foroo« at the disposal of CoofioPao aade, 
Varifioation requestad of CooSoPao* 

2. Coraaents on aaployaent of forces by CoaSopaot 

(a) Cj^JljtMJisOU-Ji 

(b) Operations not closely knit* 

(o) Refueling aoooaplished at Inopportune tlees. 

(d) Deli^ in setting up TF 64. 

(e) Surprise attaok should not have been possible* 

(f) Distribution of Flag Officers. 

(g) Oisadrautages of alxed forces. 

3. Discussion of the use of Hew Zealand troops, eto*. also 
replaceaent of squadron under UaoArthur and his refusal to poralt. Effect 
of Lend-Lease arrangatoents to be ^ ^ eii rt ^hortly. The goal is to have all 
Anerioan equi^snent in Australia and Ee« Zealand. ConinCh related his 
efforts to get Venturas and explaixied the situation regarding air oraft 
service units, nsaely that Ecnr Zealand has surplus units and Australia 
has none. Plan is to sake siurplus units available to Ghoraley. Australia 
is siiort of air fields and facilities. The saturation point oust be main- 
tained. 

4. Connient on use of Copahee to supply planes. 
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S«pt. 9« 19i2, 
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o 

5. Commonts on Andini foroo 7th Reginant. 

6, ClnCPao to prepara Press Relesse oorerlng Broim's 
orxd.se sod Pletoher’s 101>^s3r orulse. Ptkelling arrangements to be soft- 



pedalled* 

7. Discussion of material oondition of slxips and their over- 

haul. CondnCh expressed the view that routine overhaul should be iholished 
as it is a peace tiise praotioo. oW'hauls during TTar should be only 
irium necessary* 






S. K>RTH CAROLIRA and VASHIRQTOir permanently in Pacific 

Fleet. SOUTH DAKOTA is in a different status. Discussion of soployment 
of near BB's — ma more to go to Pacific Fleet as soon as available. 

9. Pr eeab l e-e oafl e ti ea of CndLser - Carrier groups. Big DO's 

will not do as substitutes for cruisers. Effectiveness of small carriers. 
Bmployaent of PT boats and 110 - footers. Transfer of tvo 173 - footers 





to Brasil. 

10* CominCh spolce of the DE building progrmi and discussed the 
oharaoteristlos of DE's* ' (F-2 to submit mea» to Adniral on the question 
of whether or not the Aroy 9Q/ftli gxm oan be adapted to ship board use. 

11* Russo-Ji^ relatiras. Possible Ji^p moves* Plane ferry 
route. Rome - Siberia. Reluotanoe of Russians to put out information. 
Experiences of Uxurmansk convoys . German air fields in Norway* 
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COHFERZNCB NOTES 



Sopt. 9, 1942 



12* Ci^abilitlM of oxniisera. Relative advantaces of large 

versus small orulsers* 

13. Change of manbershlp of Uex]ez*al Board and effect thereof* 

FOLLOWIHa POIWTS BROUGHT UP BT REAR ADMIRAL JACOBS i 

14* ClnCPao to oheok on salvage personnel* 

15* Survivors of ships should not be sent to shore bases* 

Instead they should go to neir oonstruotlon* (This Is being done). 

IG. Aviation under now orgalnsatloa "ConAirPaa” > orders to 

aeronautioal organisation* (P<^5 to oheok on title "Commander U.S* 

Naval Air Poroes*** 

17* Discharge of MoCaleb* 

18* Relief for Anderson. Are four Admirals neoesaary In TF 17 

CinCPao says "No". 

19* Fitness reports to be more descriptive of the duties per> 

formed by officers repoz'ted upon* 

20* Is CcnDeaPao freesing his personnelT Answer i Tea^orarily 

onlyi matter is now in hand* 

21* Simplification of ration allowances* Many si^ps to go 

straight money allowances* Saving of volume of food stuffs* 

22* Cut down passengers going to Pearl Harbor by Clipper* 

Space needed for mail* 
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COHFKRBHCE NOTES 



9^ Xd42s 






25. Reouporstion Center for Flag Offloera in Horeii. 

24. Eoiploysent of xiegro peraonnel ~ will do irell in Africa. 
(Rear Admiral Jaooba has no more items. } 

25. AS a matter of policy* Flag Offioers are not to take their 
staffs with than when transferred. 

2G. Repairs to Californiat Eleotrioal material delayed. 

Predicted date of ooaq>letion October 1st. IfEST VIRGINIA had seven torpedo 
hits. Completion depends on repairs to rudder post, about January 1st. 
Will not require further dooklng until that time. Oglala goes to coast to 
be refitted as a mine layer. OKLAHC^ will be righted in November, 
follcmred by the UTAH. Guns and powder being removed from ARIZONA. 

27. (Admiral Ralsey now present.) Discussion of aircraft. 

Fleet air wings, groups. «to. 

28. KstabllshsMnt of new air fields and facilities, ffhy not 

use AroQT fields where arrangements can be madeT Discussion of trainlug 
program for 2700b planes all hands need not be trained siaaultaneovisly. 

29. Priority of repair work at Seattle. Should it be giv«\ 
to AVQ's in preference to BB'sT 
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Sapteabar 6« 1942 



1* Dispatch sent to Ghormley telling hia to get ready one regi- 

aent of Uarinea (three conbat teams) and atand by to transfer them to 



UacArthur along with one Dirision of oosibat loaded transports and attached 



AK« Admiral King remarked that Tasks 2 and Mgo out t^e window* 



2« General DeVfitt to be told that Amy troops used in occupying 

various islands in the Aleutians ')MuEt be under Navy control* 



5. 



Vice Admiral Fletcher* now en route to Pearl* is to come to 

';/vv T' IK- (c } V 



Washington* reporting to CominCh for temporary duty for about 
Halsey to take over ENTERPRISE group. 

4* The Fleet Air Command at Seattle was discussed* CinCPao 

stated that the Job was ia^ortant ohiefly because of the reported delays in 
the manning* commissioning* and fitting out of AVG's* (This question solved 
temporarily by issuing orders to Captain Qinder to report to Com 15 for 
additional duty in this connection.) Admiral Freeman notified by telephone* 

5* In connection with the Seattle Command* the status of Naval 

Air Centeriaud Naval Air Training Centers was discussed with particular 
reference to whether or not they should bo coocaaaded by Flag Officers* 
Incident to the Seattle situation* CominCh announced that aviators must be 
qualified for advancement in these cases and that they were to be promoted 
to fill billets only. Methods of determining idio should be promoted were 
also explained. '} 
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Sept* 6« 1942* 









6* Personnel items: 

(a) CominCh iuqxiired as to whether or not Hoover could ba 

usefully employed in the Paoific Fleet. CinCPao re» 
plied "Ho billet at present”. CominCh said he brought 
up the matter at this time merely for possible aocom» 
plishment at an undetermined date. 

(b) Assignment of Fletcher. Probabili'ty of various jobs in 

Washington for him was discussed. 

(c) Bernhard or McWhorter could relieve Hoover, and Buck* 

master could be used to fill in where needed. 

(d) Status of Mason. Ramsey. Bogan, and Wagner touched upon} 

also rotation of Flag Officers in general. 

7. CominCh related his efforts to reorganise the Navy Department 

and explained the present situation in that respect. 

6. To bq'^aicen up upon return to Washington: 

Should the supervision of the making ready of AVG's be exer- 
cised at CoodnCh Headquarters? 



I 

i 




9. CinCPao dwelt on the method of providing escorts in the 

Paoific Fleet, also whether or not Leary's request for more ships should be 
acted upon at this time. Decision made to do nothing about the despatch 
request but instead. Ghormley to lexid them as a 

/ aA/~-rr-C- 
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COHFERESCE HOTES 



Sept. 8, X942. 



10, CominCh dlsoussed proapeotive additions to the Fluet nrirf stated 

his opposition to overhauls in Australia. He also spoke of the effect of 
Second Front operations and the small boat building program. Inoonneotion 
therewith. CominCh spoke of the functions of the Anv-Navy }4imitions Board, 
their position with respect to priorities, and how they work, CominCh also 
explained Mr. Nelson's position as compared to General Sommerville's. Expan» 
sion of the Amy has resulted in surpluses in non»oritical materials. These 
surpluses ought to be *ised. (Also, Army fighting planes located in various 
parts of the Country), 

The formation of Task Force 64 was reviewed. Admiral King 
remarked that it was about one month lata. 

12, Consideration given to the possibility of VicC Admiral Ghorm- 
ley being unable to stand up physically. Possible reliefs for him were 
mentioned, ClnCPao stated tliat he preferred Turner, (Subsequently, CinCPao 
stated that he would check up on Vice Admiral Ghormley' s physical examixiation 
and notify CominCh of the results.) 

13. Tulagi operations - Criticisms oft 

(a) Day dispositions all right; night dispositions look bad. 
Was the best use made of the forces availalle, partiou> 
larly Flag Officers; that is, why were they absent from 
both groups? And why was not consideration given to 
the question of fatigue? 
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Sept. 8« 1942. ' 



(b) Vhen Turner retired to Ghoraley, Vendergriflf left to 
hold out by hiaself. 

(o) Wee the surprise ettsck a result of inefficiency, and 
why were not means taken to prevent Jap forces from 
getting in? 

(d) Tactical dispositions discussed by CinCPac. Captain 

McCormick stated that the delayed despatch made no 
difference, that is, it was received in time to be 
acted upon, 

(e) Overfall responsibility was Ghormlay's; immediate 

responsibility was Turner's; final judg^jment to bo 
left until receipt of completed reports, (At this 
point Major General Upshur called, followed by General 
DtfMitt). 

14. (Yloe Admirals Halsey and Oreenslade present.) Vice Admirals 
Halsey and Qreenslade explained the situation at the Supply Depot at Oak- 
land. Despatch sent to the Chief of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts to 
send a personal representative to olear the log Jam there. CominCh agreed 
that this would not solve the problem permanently. 

15. Tice Admiral Halsey spoke of the s ituation with respect to 
AVG's in Seattle. (This point previously covered.) 
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Sept. 8, 1942, 



16. Vice Adairal Halsey suggested that the Coanaander of the 
Fleet Air Detatohnent at Alaaoda be given quarters. This proposal met with 
an.eaphatio negative. Short discussion relative to status of Fleet Air 

De tatohaeuts • 

(/fa. dJintt 

17. Additional ooraraent with respect to the Supply situation, with 
reference to the possible establishnent of acre subordinate commands , 
Decision made that Commander Service Force cculd have representatives at 
Seattle, San Diego, Washington, and perhaps elsewhere, but that these repre- 
sentative 8 could not build up an organization. 

18. Should material be assembled at A«^and or Bleacher? CinCPao 
remarked that this question is acadoaio at this time because material is 
being sent to the place where it is used as fast as is possible. McCain's 
proposal touched upon. Captain McCormick read letter from Roar Admiral 
Turner to Rear Admiral Spruanoe. 

19. Should submarine type Coamanders and their staffs draw sub- 
marine pay? CoainCh read memo on this subject. Decision aade to recomnend 
yes, if the now law leaves it up to the Secretary of the Havy, otherwise 
this question to be answered in the negative. In other words, if the now 
law merely increases the figure and says nothing about any other change in 
the prior law, the same personnel now drawing this pay, and no others, will 
draw it. 

20. CoainCh remarked on the necessity of freezing certain people 

- 6 - 



SECRET 



1022 






CONFERENCE NOTES 



Sept. 8, 1942. 



in their Jobs for the duration of the war. suoh as Intelligence, Aviation, 
Submarine, and Communication jobs. As food for thought, CominCh mentioned 
the possibilii^ of establiahing "Servioee”, the idea being to detail officers 
in and out of these "Services". CominCh went on to explain the uses of 
radio intelligence and stated that it is essentially a communications 
matter and not a proper function of ONI. Copy of the treatise prepared by 
the Ensign in Redman's office to be given CinCPac and CinCLant. 

21. Upon return to Washington take up with the Army, in connec- 

tion with their route to the Southwest Pacific, what do if Canton Island is 
knocked out? 



23. 



22 . 




and Tasks 2 and 5. 



24. 



HaoArthur's release of news. It is obvioxis that the informa- 



tion he releases is obtained only from Secret despatches. 

26. Assignment of submarines in the Pacific. (Covered yesterday 



and now fully understood by CinCPac). 

26. Fitch to be ComAirPaoj Halsey to be TF Commander. (Also 



covered yesterday.) 



27. 



Releases of War news. CinCPac states that he is bedeviled by 



reporters. Wishes Elmer Davis to know that he assuMs release of war news 
to the Press means release to the enemy. CominCh replied that he fought that 
battle at leest once a diy. 






COKPERSNCE KOTBS 



Sept. 8, 1942. 



o 



0 






o 



28. Should there be a Civil Bogineer on CinCPao's Staff? 

Answer: No need for one now* but poaaibly later. Thomas already given 

additional duty as such at request of Moreell. 

29. Fraser wants a Liaison officer with New Zealand forces and 

Ohoraley. New Zealand man is a Lieutenant General. CoainCh replied that 
the matter is up to Ghoraley. Short discussion as to functions of 

Liaison officer. 

SO. Amy reinforcemnts to SoPac and SbllPac. Fourteen Squadrons 

earaarked. (Note: General Doffitt says assignment of 57 aediua bombers to 

Western Defense Command has been cancelled.) 

31. Upon retiu'u to Washington: Take up with the Amy the proper 

sition of putting at the disposal of CinCPao another Army Division for 
amphibian training to replace the Third. This division would to the 
Amphibious Force Pacific. CinCPac has no more items. 

32. ComlnCh discussed raider battalions, also the situation in 
the Karine Corps in general and disposition and distribution. 

33. Land based planes are to go to CinCPac. CinCPao notified that 
there are no more restrictions on the type of plane considered nooessa 2 *y. 
B-17*s are all right. 

34. Should raining operations be \mdertaken in the Aleutians? 

Theobald has proposed. CiiaCPao is opposed, but is investigating. Should the 
raining be done by submarine? Answer: Supply of torpedqp is a factor. 
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Sept. 8, 1942 



36, CinCPac has been requested by Ghoraley and others to set up 

an Airplane replaoonent program. As all available planes will be sent, 
there is nothing to plan at this time, 

36, The question of whether or not Fulcrum should be major air- 
plane repair base was brought up. Hot feasable at this time, 

37, Brief disoussion of the characteristlos of P-400’ s the 
best way to employ then, 

38, Prospective battle damage repairs to be effected. CinCPac 
gave approximate dates. 

39, Upon return to Hashingtonj P-1 follow up day by d^ the 
forwarding of material to repair the ENTBRPRISB, 

40, Kaneohe projects i CinCPac furnished a letter. F-33 comment 
to F-0, 

41, Hays and means b got the Any to bomb from lower altitude. 
Upon return to Washington request Army Air Force Headquarters to furnish a 
digest of High Level Bombing Instructions, When received, send copy to 
CinCPac and circulate to all other forces with ATiay units a n tt cooperation, 

42, Forwarding of casualty lists - classification thereof to be 
Secret, (Also other routine lists), 

43, CinCPac to furnish Cominoh tomorrow with complete list of 
forces at the disposal of ComSoPac. 
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44* CoalnCh reia&rked that In effecting battle damage repairs* 

bringing ships to the West Coast* thereby permitting contact with families* 
is a factor. Puget Sound now filled up. The question of where to overhaul 
the PENNSYLVANIA recently arose. The Pearl Harbor gang is excellent. 

45. CominCh told CinCPac that loss of cruisers is off-set by one 
extra^^. Short discussion followed in regard to other BB's* the NICHITA 
and TOSOOUMA* also as to how many cruisers Theobald should have. Decision 
made to make no changes until the weather gets bad. CominCh assured CinCPac 
that he would have more tools as soon as they became available. 

46. CominCh inquired as to how Dunn’s organisation is working. 
CinCPac replied that it is working all right but that he has too many 
people* namely* 13 officers and 28 men. Can Navy Yards be trusted to look 
out for the interests of the sea going forcesT Answert No. Similar situa- 
tion existing between Fleet Uaintenance in OpBav and BuShips illustrates 
that the technical people and the sea going people do not talk the saiae 
language. 









CONFB^EHCE NOTES 



0 B C « e T 



Septmaber 7, 1942. 



1 . 



Shift of Aviation Flight Coumanda disoussed. Decision 



made that Towers should be relieved by UoCain« tho fonaer to beocxae 
CooAirpac with rank of Vice Admiral. Pitch to relieve UoCain. Halsey 
to be Task Force Commander, retaining his rank of Vice Admiral but to 
be subordinate to Ohonoley. 



Incidents included Theobald's report against Buoknor and the reliefs of 
both Buckner and Butler. In this connection. Admiral King read a 
latter from Vice Admiral Freeman who recently made a tour of inspection. 
The Jlst of tlie letter is tliat bad feeling exists because of bond>ing 
lisdtations placed on Aray aviators, which has resulted in the lack of 
effective Army air support. Vice Admiral Freeman recommends complete 
support of Theobald, Despatch, originated by CinoPao, sent to Theobald 
to the affect that the J.C.S, directive is interpreted by him and CominCh 
to give him the auttiority ha desires with respeot to the Pribolofs. 

3. Admiral Nimits discussed the Aleutian situation in general 
and some points of it in particular, namely the occupation of Kiska and 
what should be done about it, also the Adok move. Admiral Nimitz does 
not feel tliat the occupation of the Pribolofs by the Japs would be 
profitable, hence does not believe they will undertake it. 

4. Admiral King read a letter covering reassignment of suh> 
marinas in tlie Pacific Fleet. This covered the transfer of SubDiv 53 to 



2 . 



Command relations in the Aleutians wore disoussed. 
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Sept. 7, 1942 








ClnoLant. Verioue Second Front operations discussed. SubDlT 201 can 
go to CoDSoPao. 

6. Admiral Riaits stated that the docking situation at 

Pearl has improred tremendously - special credit due Salvage Par-^. 

6. Personnel itezsst 

(a) Ifonroe to relieve Anderson (not decided). 

(b) Should Anderson relieve HoloesT 

(o) Who should relieve Heeton? Hevitt a possibili'ty. 

(d) Should Axulerson become Coa Eleven? 

(e) Discussion regarding oasuadties following 5B year 

old physical examination. 

7. Author!'^ for CoaSoPao to make awards on the spot. 

8. It was agreed that it would be desirable to change the 
boundary line between ConSoPao and ComSolfPao to give Qhoraley more free> 
doB. but the decision was made not to do it because of possible compli- 
cations arising from certain protests from General UcArthur. 

9. Adsdral King discussed the Coauiands in the SoWPao Force. 
Also explained the duties to be performed by Vice Adsdral Willson. 

10. Admiral King explained Admiral Leahy's duties as Chief 
of Staff to the President. 

11. Admiral Hiadts brought up the question of employment of 
battleships of Task Force 1. Gave Admiral King a copy of his despatch 
to ConTask Force 1 on this subject. 
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12. Adalral Nioitc ennouneed that the derelopaent of Kidiray 

field has progressed satisfactorily. He also stated that B-17's are 
now operating from Johnson Island. Be sure to tell Admiral Blooh. 



Adsdral King brought up the subject of Canton Island in 

.'* * / I 




13. 

oonneotion with the possibility of 
alternate route - BoraBora - Tongatabu. 

14. The details of the Kakin raid were related by Admiral 
Himits. The captured sword (with blood still on it) goes to the Naval 
Acadeny Museusu The captured machine gun to the Marine Corps Museum. 
In this connection Admiral King stated that a Third Raider Battalion 
will be formed in the South Pacific, the nucleus to be men taken frcm 
the first and second Raider Battalions. Admiral Nimits stated that he 
had recently given orders to round up the Marines in tho 14th District 
who were not doing a man's work to form such a nucleus. Admiral King 
questioned their suitability to which Adtniral Kimits replied that they 
could be used to replace those who were suitable. Admiral King said 
there would be a fourth eifter a while. 

15. Tho Under Secretary having made some oonsnent about the 
supply situation, and having intimated that it might be desirable to 
have another agency in Washington, it was decided that Admiral Calhoun 
should have a representative in the Navy Dcpar'teent to sot in the saioa 
oapaoity there as Captain Eason does for the Atlantic Fleet. Admiral 
King remarked that the supply situation in general is a matter for the 
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Peyoaater Oenorail. who. although not formally designated as suoh. acts 
in the capaoily of Fleet Supply Officer. 

16. Coeq>lioations In the Coomand relations under General 
McArthur together with liis oo^lianoe with the direotive he reoeivedi 
Items under the foregoing were the failure of General Brett to get 
along, and speculation as to what Kenny will be able to do in that capa- 
city. In this connection, the employment of Hew Zealand ships and troops 
and a question of who was responsible for t^e local defense of Hew 
Zealand was touched upon. Also, what information is due the New Zealand 
OoTernment and to what official should it be given. 

17. Captain HcCoimiok read a letter from CinoPac to CominCh 
dated Septeid>er 2nd on the subject of prospective employment of carriers. 
Copy of the letter delivered to CominCh. 

16. Revision of Tasks 2 and S Tulagi operations to be siade. 

Admiral Xing explained how these tasks were originally decided upon and 
what the various considerations were, including the part played by the 
«J.C.S. 




19. Distinction drawn between oonouniques and press releases. 
Admiral Hinits is to issue oonmuniques but if he feels a press relaese 
is desirable it should be submitted to Admiral Xing. 

20. General UpShur has appointment at 10x45 followed by 
General DsiHitt at lit 00. 
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September 8. 



Cominch 082234 gives the plan for employment of Nev/ 

Zealand forces in the v/ar. 

Cominch 082237 pink svunmarizes the Army airplanes in 
and presently 4n route to the Pacific Ocean Areas. tfc reiter- 
ates that all these planes are under control of Admiral Nimitz. 

Cincpac 081736 directs Sopac to make ready to turn over 
one regiment of experienced amphibious troops and 1 division of 
APs to I-^cArthur. 

Cominch believes that LlacArthur has a squadron of A-24s 
which are not being used for combat and suggest Ghormley get them. 

Investigation shov;s that the entrance to Bleacher is safe 
for the WASHINGTON. The 5 fathom coral head which the SOUTH DAKOTA 
hit has been buoyed. The SUI.iNER is not needeinov; to clear out the 
entrance . 

Comsopac 091146 summarizes the operations for the day in 
his Area. 

The SARATOGA can now go ahead on 4 shafts and back on 3. 

Hef?dquarters Marines 081556 is planning a replacement 
program for the South Pacific. 

Task forces 17 and 18 will join under Admiral Noyes on 
September 11th Just east of the NETi? HEBRIDIES. 

pa.'Vvo I 

The POMPANO returning from off Japan reports sinking 
1 AK, 1 DD, 1 PY. ^ 

In the north a si^^arlne v/as reported at SITKA and another 
off DIXON. General Dewitt stated that his message concerning the 
garrisoning of the Prlbilofs was not a directive to Admiral 
Theobald. The incident could and should have been avoided. A 
submarine on patrol sighted tv/o destroyers at ATTU. 

The Japanese continue to build up forces in the South 
Pacific. There are indications that the 17th army left Truk 
yesterday for Guadalcanal. The APs are escorted by DDs only. 

If this be true that army can attack Guadalcanal as early as 

3 th . 
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September 9th . 

Comsopac O 9 IOI 6 and O 9 IOI 8 plus 100255 fill pink give the 
new operating plan for the South Pacific Forces. It will be put 
in effect by despatch, presumably on the eleventh. 

There were no contacts in the South "Pacific area yesterday 
and all forces are busily engaged in strengthening positions. 

The landing field at CACTUS is inoperative today (Comairsopac 

091215). 

At least 1000 laps are estimated to have landed on N'.V 
GUADALCAMAL (C.G. 1st Marine Division 080935). Thus about 2000 
have been landed on that Island recently. The second group is 
in the vicinity of TAIYO. 

Cominch 082030 says that the 3rd Marine Raider Battalion 
will be formed at 3AI.I0A. 

The ENTERPRISE will arrive at PEjVRL for repairs tomorrow. 
The SARATOGA group, which includes the SOUTH DAKOTA, will fuel 
at BLEACHER tomorrow and depart immediately thereafter for PEARL. 
That carrier believes she can make an engine speed of 15 knots 
for the trip. 

TFl continues training at PEARL. The force is constantly 
ready to break up any attempted enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN 
area. 



Coranowestseafron 100202 gives the progress of the FIREPLACE 
operation. The ALEUTIAITS are otherwise quiet, , ^ 



September 10th 

The operations for the day in the South Pacific are sum- 
marized in his 111320 (pink). 

Because of the serious situation v/hich novr confronts Admiral 
Ghormley and because he needs the 7th Marines now at GUADALCANAL, 
he plans bo make the Gth Marines available to General MacArthur 
v/hen ordered to do so by CinCPac. That regiment will not be ready 
until October 1st (Comsopac 11051G (pink)). 

Admiral Ghormley’ s 101156 (pink) stresses the need for more 
VPs. And his 101152 gives the organization of t he South Pacific 
Force as of September 11th. 



(continued on ne:!:t page) 
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September 10th (continued) ; 

Admiral Turner (100725) suggests that Pacific Fleet sub- 
marines now be employed off the eastern NEIV GUINEA coast. In 
this connection, the only submarine now immediately available 
7/as offered to General MacArthur for patrol off SHORTLAKD Island. 
The offer was not accepted as ComSWPac is employing his own sub- 
marines to the westward of the 30L0H0KS. 

There was no news from the ALEUTIANS. 

The ENTERPRISE group arrived at Pearl. The SARATOGA group 
should depart BLEACHER today. 

Task Force 1 departs tomorrov/ for four days training off 

Oahu . 



There is some evidence that the forces for the counter at- 
tack on GUADALCANAL are nov/ approaching that area. If our in- 
formation is correct, they can be expected to arrive there in 
great strength. There is no indication of prospective Jap effort 
in any place except the South and Southwest Pacific. 






September 11 . 

CinCPac 120315 (pink) states that sending the 8th Marines 
to reinforce General ^^aciirthur la the best that can be done un- 
der the circumstances. 



GUADALCANAL 120530 (pink). Admiral Turner agrees with 
General VandeVgrlft that GUADALCANAL must have at least one more 
regiment for defense. Admiral Turner proposes to sail the 7th 
Marines to that place from ESPIRITU SANTO on the 14th, covering 
the move v/lth all task forces. His 092300 (pink) gives status 
of the 7th Marines and stresses need for troops to bring the 
Southeast SOLOMONS under firm control. 

ComSoPac 121241 summarizes the operations for the day. One 
enemy carrier and one enemy cruiser v;as sighted by our patrol 
plane during the afternoon in Lat 7-20S, Long 168-50E. This 
group v/as probably seen further South later in the afternoon. 

A flight of 15 B-17s were ordered to attack, but have not yet 
reported results. During the night at least one cruiser and 
four destroyers shelled the Marines on GUADALCANAL. 

Admiral Nimitz returned from his conference with Admiral 
King in San Francisco. It seems very difficult to interest the 
Army in the war in the Pacific. Cominch 111802 gives the status 
of one Army regiment of the 43rd Division. It can be expected ^ 
to be ready to leave the "iVest Coast early next month. br 



C 
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September 11th (Continued) 

The GUARDPISH reports slnicirog 50,000 tons of enemy shipping 
along their ore route. “ * "t 

In his 112150 (pink), CoraTaskPor 8 reports progress in the 
ADAK airfield operation. The Army found a quick way to make an 
airfield by draining Sweeper Creek. Tiie field is 9,000 feet long 
and averages 500 feet wide. A B-10 landed there today. It was 
expected that the construction of this field would take months. 

In his 112120 he gives his escort plan for the garrisoning of the 
PRIEILOPPs . 

ClnCPac has approved a plan for quite extensive defensive 
mining at ADAK. 

The enemy continues to assemble his forces for an attack on 
GUADALCANAL. There are Indications that paratroops will be em- 
ployed in an effort to capture the airfield. There is no new 
evidence of changes in the Jap deployments. 

September 12th. 



There continues to be considerable enemy surface and air 
activity in tlie Central and Northern SOLOMONS. During the after- 
noon a patrol plane sighted a good sized group of enemy cruisers 
and destroyers about 200 miles northeast of IvIALAITA. GUADALCANAL 
was shelled again last night by at least one cruiser and tv/o 
destroyers. The situation at that place is shov/n in Rear Admiral 
Turner’s 130933. A major attack on GUADALCANAL is to be expected 
in the near future . 



The plan to land the 7th Marines on GUADALCANAL, dawn Sept. 
16th, has been approved by Comlnch and CinCPac. (ComSoPac 130540 
(plnli) gives the general directive). 

The first ACORN is nov/ enroute the South Pacific and the 
second should leave the ’"est Coast September 17th. 



The ALEUTIANS were generally quiet. 



Further enemy activity in the GILBERTS is noted. 



Radio Intelligence indicates that Cardiv 2 is still in home 
vmters. The SIIOfLAKU and ZUIKAKU are still unheard. It is still 
uncertain as to v/hether or not the RYUJC was badly damaged and 
possibly sunk on August 24th. CinC Combined Fleet continues to 
show much Interest in the SOLOMONS situation. 
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September 13. 



Diaring the late morning our search planes discovered 
two enemy forces in the area to the eastward of the SOLOMONS. 

One force was composed of three BBs, four cruisers, four DDs, 
one transport heading southeast. When last seen the force v/as 
on a northerly course. 14 B-17s attacked and claim 2 hits. 

The second force v/as located about 120 miles north of the BB 
group, «.ov»4a'm< «*. l CV , Cr\)*iey ^ , atvet DO*. 

For the past two days the Japs have been attacking the 
L'larines on GUADALCANAL from the rear and flank. The attacks 
were repulsed, - enemy dead over 10 to our 1. It is believed 
that the enemy will attempt to surround the Marines and try to 
capture the airfield. An enemy bombing raid was repulsed. 

Due to approaching hostile forces our transports and 
tenders were withdrawn to the south. 

Rear Admiral Turner's plan to land the 7th Marines 
(CTF-63 140133 pink) may be delayed because of the enemy ships 
sighted during the day. 

Gomsopac 120544 again comments on the fact that P-400s 
are of little use to him. Comairsopac desires about 12 B-17Es 
from Hawaii at this time. These v/ill be sent. Eventually, when 
they can be handled in the south about 15 more v/111 be sent from 
Hawaii . 



Twenty fleet subs and tv/o tenders will be maintained 
at present in the Southwest . Pacific . The S-boats now there will 
be withdrawn. 



In the ALEUTIANS a sub was reported off SEGUAM Island. 
The CASCO has been refloated and will be towed to DUTCH HARBOR. 



The enemy continues to assemble large forces of all 
kinds for attack in the South Pacific. At least five CVs and 
four BBs may now be in the BISMARCK-SOLOMONS area. The Japs 
seem to be concentrating almost everything they have except 
their battleline in that area. A small force is now to land 
in the GILBERTS. TARAWA may be the first landing point. It 
is probably the best place in that island group. 
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September 14th . 

TF 6l composed of the V/ASP and HORNET groups under 
Rear Admiral Noyes was proceeding to the westward, speed 12, 
to rendezvous with TF 64 and 65 (7th Marines in APs and escort 
under Rear Admiral Turner) , The carrier groups had been ordered 
to cover the landing of the 7th Marines to reinforce our position 
on OTTADALCANAL . At 1440 local 15 th the WASP was torpedoes. Twelve 
minutes later the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit. Rear 
Admiral S^ott 151755 pink and CTF 17 150929 nink described the 
action and give future moves. The torpedoing was certainly done 
by one or more submarines and the subs are indicated as having 
reported results by radio. 

Gomsopacs 141350 pink summarizes the operations for 
the 14 th. Much of this has been recorded before. 

C.G. Marines 1st Div 141045 gives the details of fight- 
ing on the 13 th and 14 th. His 150226 amplifies the first re- 
port and goes on to say that after severe fighting his posi- 
tion continues to be satisfactory. If the disaster to TF 6l 
does not change our plans, the 7th Marines will be landed tomorrow 
in the vicinity of the LUNGA river. A group of 7 enemy DDs 
was heading toward GU^IDALCANAL in the afternoon and it seems 
probable that they will land reinforcements there tonight. It 
must be recorded that our surface forces in the Mouth Pacific 
have done nothing the past 30 days to prevent or interrupt these 
night landings and shellings of Marine positions. 

Cincpac 142247. It is planned to send one tender and 
six fleet submarines to operate under Vice Admiral Ghormley. The 
message also renuests part of General MacArthur's area for sub- 
marine operations. 

The WASHINGTON group leaves BIl^AGHER today for the 
active area. 

TF 1 returned to Pearl from a training cruise south of 

OAFIU. 

There was a possible submarine sighting off the 

FARALLONS. 



Rear Admiral Fitch will relieve Rear Admiral McCain 
as Comairsopac. Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral 
Pye as CTF 1. He may also relieve Rear Admiral Anderson as 
Combatships. 

The GRO’VT.ER returning from patrol reports sinking 
20,000 tons and damaging 6 OOO tons. 
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September 14 (Continued) 




In the ALEUTIAII3 photo reconnaissance shov/s 4 SS, 

3 AK at KI3KA and 1 S3, 1 Ci: and DDs at ATTU. CTP-S 150039 
gives his views concerning the strategic location of airfields 
and the need for Army troops in the llorth Pacific. 



At least 17 enemy submarines are operating in the 
SOLOLIOTTS area as advance screen and attacking group for the 
enemy surface forces thought to the north and eastward of the 
SOLOMONS. ’/Vhile enemy strength in that general area cannot be 
stated accurately, it is possible that major units include as 
many as 5 CVs and 3 BBs . The NAGATO may be in the SOLOMONS. 

September 15th . 




Comsopac 161220 pink summarizes operations for the day. 
The need for avgas at OTTADALCAiTAL is acute and the BELIATRIX will 
be sent there tomorrow to supply this need. Comsopac I609OO gives 
his estimate that the next two days are favorable for unloading 
stores, etc., in the GUADALCANAL - TITLAGI area. Because of the 
threatening situation Rear Admiral Turner did not bring in the 7th 
Marines for the planned reinforcement of our Southern SOLOMONS 
positions. 



TF 17 and units of TF IB were combined to rendezvous 
September 17 (local) and will operate to westward of the longitude 
of EFATE and v/ithin 200 miles of that base awaiting further develop- 
ments. Cruisers and DDs of TF 18 arrived at ESPIRITO SANTO where 
they will land hospital cases, then proceed to NOUMEA. 

General MacArthur sees many difficulties in PacFleet subs 
operating in his area. If any go there he would desire operational 
control. The plan to send one tender and 6 SS to Comsopac is thus 
held in abeyance for further study. The AIi/IBERJACK has been moved 
from patrol of KAVIENG to the north and east of the BOUGAINVILLE 
STR.UT area. 

Our submarine on patrol in lat 24-25 N, long 139-01 E 
sighted an enemy CV escorted by 2 DD. 



Comsubpac proposes and Gincpac approves the conversion of 
the ARGONAUT to a troop carrying submarine (Comsubpac 150144). 



The C’^TTLEFISH in the CHINA SEA reports sinking a 10,000 
ton passenger freighter and a 19,000 ton tanker. 



In the ALEUTIANS the Army air made a very successful air 
raid on KISKA (CTF 8 I51905). Thus the new airfield at ADAK has 
started to pay dividends. 



It nov/ appears that Gardiv 2 (IIITAKA and '^lAYATAKA in- 
cluded) have left home vmters for the South Pacific. There are no 
other important enemy moves. 
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September 16. 

Consopac 171216 pink summarizes the day in the South 
Pacific. The ITOIITH CAROLINA is not seriously damaged (CTP-17 
151235 pink) and v/111 arrive at TONGATABU the 19th local date. 
’When temporary repairs are completed she v/ill sail for Pearl. 

The 7th Karines are expected to arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow. 
Reports of large numbers of enemy vessels, mostly destroyers 
and auxiliaries, continue to be received from reconnaissance 
planes over the central and north SOLOKONS. 

There is continued minor enemy activity in the GIL- . 
BERTS. Because of this, consideration will be given to estab- 
lishing a landing field in the ELLICE Islands.'" 

The USS CRYSTAL grounded at KID’VAY when shifting 
berth in the lagoon. 

TF-1 continues training in the OAHU area and remains 
ready to oppose an enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN Area. 

A PBY on patrol from MIDWAY v/as attacked by a 
MITSUBISHI tv/ln engine plane 445 miles southafrst of MIDWAY. 

No damage was done to either plane. 

Comlnch proposed to convert G ODD now with TP-8 to 
APDs . Replacements would come from the Pacific Fleet. 

There is nothing new concerning enemy moves. Inter- 
est of the enemy continues to be centered in the South Pacific. 

As long as this continues there seems little chance of an attack 
on the MIDWAY- OAHU line. 

General Emmons was brought up to date on current 
happenings at a conference held by Admiral Nimitz this morning. 

General Emmons just returned from a visit in the South 
and Southwest Pa c i f 3, o . . ^,d ^ AgA f talk with General KacArthur 

the gist of which wsS^h^-fl^T IlHil/l can be taken by the 

laps any time thej’' are ready, (2) he thinks our positions in the 
SOLOMONS is. very precarious, and (3) as soon as the laps clear 
us out of the SOLOMONS they will attack HAV/AII. 
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September 17th . 

Gomsopac 181231 pink suroraarizes operations in his area 
for the day. The 8-I7 attacks and the S3D attacks were particularly 
ineffective. The NORTH CAROLINA is not badly damaged, as noted 
before. She was examined at BLEACirER and the Captain reports her 
ready for further active service but v/ith speed reduced to 24 knots. 
The 0 ’ BRINN was examined at EPPIRITO SANTO and is badly damaged. 

She will be escorted to NO^’R-SSA. The loss of the WASP is briefly 
described in Comsopac I8II40 pink. 

The enemy radio at OTJADALCANAL reported the arrival of TF 64 
and 65. About midnip“ht surface forces arrived and bombarded the 
marine position. Presumably our surface forces had departed 
shortly after dark. The unloading of fuel, food, and other needed 
material in this area is severelj'^ handicapped by enemj'" activity. At 
present the only solution seems to keep our ships away during dark- 
ness and to get them underway v/hen day air attacks are reported 
coming in. And until a better solution is found our situation will 
continue unsatisfactory. 

The HADDOCK returning from patrol in the East China Sea re- 
ports sinking 26,000 tons of freighters. 

The landing mat on SAND ISLAND, NIDV/AY, is now ready for 
emergency use. 

The Central and North Pacific areas are general quiet. 

The COPAIISE left PEARL today vdth fighter and dive bomber 
replacements for Sopac , She is also transporting personnel for 
Patwing ONE, Vice Admiral Ghorraley will oe given authority to 
retain her there as a carrier, otherwise to return her to SilN blEGO, 

No changes in Jap deployment are noted. The Inability to 
"read the mail" leaves us in the dark. 7/e can guess, but are never 
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The Pacific Ocean Areas are generally quiet. With 
the landing of the 7th Marines at GUADALCAIIAL there are about 

15.000 troops there. TP-17 was ordered to cover the retire- 
nent of TP-C5. The main problem in the TULAGI-GUADALCAKAL 
area now is to build up the airfield so that land based planes 
can cover own shipping there. 

Vice Admiral Leary arrived from AUSTRALIA and brings 
a rather depressing viev/ of the situation there. The Austral- 
ians seen to ve little enthusiasm for fighting the Japs in 
NFW GUINEA t/n>JO can probably prevent use of the PORT MORESBY 
airfields. 

The NORTH CAROLINA is now reported able to make only 
18 knots and has been ordered to PEARL. 

Comlnch 1B2200 pink gives General MacArthur's present 
estimate and wants to know v/hat the Pacific Fleet will do to 
prevent a seaborne invasion in his area. There are now about 

20.000 troops in the PORT MORESBY area and around 10,000 in 
the MILNE BAY area. 

Since the start of the v/ar our submarines in the 
Pacific Ocean have sunk approximately 1,016,000 tons of Jap 
ships . 



The Hawaiian Sea Frontier will take over the direction 
of the daily Hawaiian search on September 24th. Up to nov/ it 
has been run by the Patrol Wings under Cincpac's general direction. 

The ALEUTIANS are quiet. 

The locations of Jap carriers continues indefinite. 

It is assumed that at least four are in the area south of TRUK. 
There is no good indication of the objective of the Japs next 
move excent that it will be in the Southwestern Pacific. 
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September 19. 

Comsopac 201240 pink summarizes the day in his area, 

TP-17 will be reorganized in the near future. Meanwhile it will 
operate in the general area bounded by 13 and 20 degrees south, 

165 and 177 east prepared to take offensive action against suit- 
able enemy targets within reach. In his 201542 pink Gomlnch 
questions the employment of striking forces on a strategically 
static basis in submarine Infested waters. 

The question raised by General MacArthur regarding 
the employment of the Pacific Fleet to repel Jap landings in 
NEW GUINEA was answered by CinCPac 200145 pink. 

Minor enemy surface and plane movements continue to 
be observed by our search planes in the Central SOLOMONS and in 
the general area to the east of the SOLOMONS. Major units areWG-r-C, 
not observed within the limits of our search. 

A drydock at AUCKLAND capable of taking a damaged BB 
is under consideration. 

Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral Pye as 
CTF-1 and also assume Combatshlps on September 20th, 

CTP-0 summarizes his need for destroyers in connection 
with the withdrawal of ODDs for conversion to APDs (his 190225), 

The first phase of FIREPLACE will be regarded as completed to- 
morrow . , 



There is no new information of enemy deployments. The 
carrier locations are very much in doubt. There is some possi- 
bility that the enemy may make a raid similar to our MKIN raid 
on our staging route to the South Pacific. 



September 20. 



Only minor enemy activity is noted in Comsopac daily 
summary (211221 pink). 

CTP-8 210030 states that bad weather has prevented 
further attacks on KISKA, His 201949 reports the landing of an 
Army garrison at ST PAUL in the PRIBILOFS, and of an Army land- 
ing at ATKA. His 202100 objects to reported reduction of Army 
planes in the Alaskan Sector and gives his estimate of current 
army plane requirements. 

CinCPac 202147 pink suggests that our striking forces 
anchor at NOUMEA except when employed on specific attacks, 

APAIANA and TARAWA in the GILBERTS report continued 
enemy activity. This Indicates that those atolls are not yet 
completely occupied. CinCPac is now considering occupying 
FUNAFUTI in the ELLICE Islands where the Japs are indicated as -t 1 
going around the first of October. 1041 

Ky 

No change in enemy deployment was noted during the day. v 



Septeraber 21 



The reorganized task; forces under Vice Admiral Ghormley 
are as shovm in his 221002. Rear Admiral Hurray retains com- 
mand of TF 17 in spite of the fact that Rear Adrairal Lee in the 
WASHINGTON is senior. 

Operations in the South Pacific are as shown in 
Gomsopac 221256 pink. 

Admiral Nimitz expects to arrive in NOTJLIEA September 
2S for a conference with Admiral Ghormley. He will also inspect 
various South Pacific activities. 



Rear Admiral Turner 212207 tells of Japanese methods 
of firhting ashore and lists some of our shortcomings and makes 
recommendations to correct deficiencies. 



The 2nd Raider Rattalion will initiallv disembark at 
HSPIRITO SA^'^TO. 



OTP B 202130 rives the mining plan for ADAK. 

The SOTTTH DAKOTA and SARATOGA group arrived at PEARL 
for repairs. The NORTH CAROLINA is due at PEARL for repairs 
September 30th. 



There is no new information on location of major Jap 
units. Carrier deplo'.onent is most uncertain. There continues 
to be strong evidence of a large scale attack to recapture the 
Southern SOLOI'ONS. , 

Cincpac 220035 is a proposal for the occupation of FUNAFUTI. 
September 22 



There were no important contacts or developments in the 
South Pacific during the day. 



General MacArthur seems to expect one Marine regiment about 
October 1st. On September 8 Cincpac ordered a regiment made ready 
for duty in the SWPac but it is not yet certain that the Marines 
will be sent. All available troops in the SoPac are urgently 
needed by Admiral Ghormley at present. 

Admiral Nimitz invited General MacArthur to a conference 
in NOUMEA next week and General MacArthur invited Admiral Nimitz 
to extend his trip South to Brisbane. Neither of these officers 
feel that they can be away from their commands long enough to 
cross the Corel Sea, 



The 3rd Marine Raider Battalion was formed at SAMOA on 
September 20th. 



(Continued on next page) 
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September 22 (Continued) 

The first of 12 B-17s from OAHU to SoPac are now enroute 
and 12 more are being prepared for early despatch, 

Consopao 221226 pink gives his plan for the occupation 
of FUNAFUTI. 

The AltBERJACX on patrol off BOUGAIUVILLE STRAIT reports 
sinking one 5000 ton freighter. While there she grounded and 
suffered damage to her sound gear. 

The ALEUTIANS continued quiet. 

There is continued doubt regarding present deployment of 
Jap major units, A large number of subs are in the South Pacific 
and a good number of cruisers and destroyers are sighted in the 
SOLOMONS - NSW BRITAIN area. All evidence continues to point to 
a large attack in the near future to recapture the Southern 
SOLOMONS. 



September 23 

Comsopac 240206 pink orders the occupation of FUNAFUTI 
about October 2nd, Under Rear Admiral Turner, Rear Admiral 
Wright will command the expedition. 

Comsopac 231326 gives the general plan for the employ- 
ment of CUBS, ACORNS, and construction battalions. 

Comsopac 231251 states that the harbor of NOUMEA is very 
congested and requests weight handling and other equipment. As 
operations progress in the present offensive it becomes more and 
more apparent that facilities and equipment needed to support 
the operation were not made available initially. Cincpac 232249 
generally concurs with Rear Admiral Turners recommendations to 
perfect our amphibious efforts. 

There is some indication that GIZO and FAISI are mined, 
V/hile the day was quiet in the GUADALCATTAL - TULAGI area, all 
our moves were promptly reported by Jap radio on GUADALCANAL, 

There were possible submarine sightings by Army planes 
today - one off FAIWING ISLAND and one 240 miles SW of CANTON 
ISLAND. 

The ALEUTIANS continue quiet. 

Indications continue of Jap plans to recapture the 
southern SOLOMONS and eastern NEW GUINEA, There is some evidence 
that this operation may be delayed. 
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September 2U., 

Gominch 241630 pink concurs that^^a Marine regiment 
experienced in amphibious warfare to General MacArthur will 
depend on developments. The message also recue sts plans for 
the employment of the Army 43rd Division. 

The South Pacific is generally quiet. This may be 
the lull before the storm as all Indications continue to point 
to major Jap operations there in the very near future, TF 17 
is about to enter NOUMEAjwhile the WASHINGTON group is approach- 
ing TONGATABU. The unloading at GUADALCANAL has greatly im- 
proved in the past few days and critical shortages in the area 
have been supplied. 

The ALEUTIANS continue quiet. 



There are no changes in Jap major deployments. Ap- 
parently small garrisons are being left on the atolls in the 
GILBERTS and allied coast watchers are being captured, 

September 25 . 






Arrangements for the occupation ^oA F UNAFUTI, regarding 
air coverage are shown in Comsopac 260826f8uid 261156/"® Comair- 
sopac 251228.'^^- 



Comsopac 251456 gives operations for the 24th in his 
area. There were no major developments or contacts. The per- 
formance of the SBDs from CACTUS against approaching enemy DDs 
was not good. 

Admiral Nimitz and party were delayed at PAKvIYRA due 
to engine trouble in his plane. 

Plans are going forward to establish an advanced base 
at NOUMEA along the lines described in Comsopac 260434, 

CTF 8 251950 and 260645 indicate that the Japs have 
abandoned ATTU, Increased activity at KISKA might possibly 
indicate an abandonment there also. It is hard to see where 
the Japs have profited in their ALEUTIAN adventure. 

Indications of preparation for a major Japanese of- 
fensive in the South Pacific continue. Best guess is that they 
plan to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS , PORT MORESBY and attack 
AUSTRALIA, They are thought to be making a major effort to as- 
semble the means for this in the RABAUL area. This being the case, 
no move on the OAHU-MIU.VAY line is expected. Nor will they be 
able to launch a major attack toward INDIA. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 




Serial 02798 




September 24, 1942 



SECRET 



Prom: 

To: 



Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet 
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 



Subject: Amphibious Training of Army Troops for Operations 



1. Weather conditions in the Western Aleutians since 
the occupation by the Japanese of Kiska and Attu have been 
such that neither aircraft bombing or surface ship bombardment 
of Kiska nor submarine operations off that port have been able 
to prevent the enemy from consolidating and strengthening his 
hold in that area. 

2. There is no indication that weather conditions will 
be such as to ensure the ejection of the Japanese from Kiska 
as a result of aerial bombing to be conducted from Adak. 

3. The current stalemate has caused the neutralization 
of the considerable naval strength now assigned to Task Force 
EIGHT without a corresponding holding or reduction of Japanese 
naval forces. 

4. Information received from Commander Task Force EIGHT 
states that he has arranged with General DeWitt for Army 
garrisons of 15,000 men for Adak and 5,000 men for Tanaga. 

5. It is believed that a satisfactory solution for the 
Aleutian situation can be reached only through the ejection 

of the Japanese from Kiska and Attu. Such ejection can be 
effected only by a landing of amphibious troops. 

6. It is -therefore recommended that the Army at once 
begin the amphibious training of a suitable contingent of 
troops now in the Alaskan Area (including Adak and Tanaga) 
with a view to retaking Kiska and then Attu when suitable ships 
are available for this operation. 



^ C. 7/. NIMITZ 

’ to: 

Comtaskfor 8 
C oranorwe s se af ron 



in Kiska Area 



• OEORE T 









September 26. 



Operations for the 26th in the South Pacific are 
summarized in ComSoPac 26125^, Air offensive operations, 
particularly against enemy shipping in the SHORTLANDS and 
RABAUL areas, have been stepped up by both ComSoPac and Com- 
SWPac. Our Task Forces there, except those in the FUNAFUTI 
operation, are in port. 

Vice Chief of Naval Operations suggests SUVA as an 
advance base depot for storage of Cub and Acorn material. 
ComSoPac 261259 requests that the decision on this be deferred. 

The mall situation has, and continues to be bad in 
the South Pacific. Officers and men go for months without 
mail. The job has been sadly bungled. 

Cominch 261302 suggests that troops to be moved to 
forward positions be given amphibious training in the Central 
and South Pacific. He suggests training centers at OAHU, 
WELLINGTON, SAMOA, and NOUMEA or FIJI. 

ARD-2 will be towed at once from OAHU to NOUMEA. 

CTF-8 262020 and 262330 describes another successful 
air raid on KISKA. The ADAK field is paying good dividends. 

General MacArthur wants the marines to clean out the 
northeast coast of NEV/ GUINEA^. He has about 15,000 troops in 
that area now and seems to 5,000 marines t-o be necessary 

in addition. As previously noted, the despatch of amphibious 
troops to the Southwest Pacific from the South Pacific will 
depend on developments. No present developments indicate that 
such a plan is suitable. See his 270800 pink. 

C .G. SAMOA urges prompt action in furnishing 2500 
marines to bring his garrison up to strength and ComSoPac 
concurs. 



There are no major changes in Jap deployments, 
September 27. 




The general situation in the South Pacific is improv- 
ing, Admiral McCain, who has just been relieved as Comairsopac, 
told the morning conference that GUADALCANAL can be held if 
sufficient fighter planes and pilots can be brought in to main- 
tain present levels. The Japs are afraid of our F4F and will 
not attack them consistently. Unfortunately, the requisite 
number of VF and trained pilots are not yet in sight. Admiral 
Ghormley's 271436 summarizes the day except that during the day 
25 enemy VB covered by 0 fighters approached GUADALCANAL and 
were intercepted by our fighters v/ho shot down 23 VB and several 
0\a with no loss to themselves. A magnificent performance. 
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September 27 (Continued) 

TF-17 l3 In port at TOITE POPPY. The WASHINGTON 
group Is at TONGATABU. The ENTERPRISE group may be able to 
leave Pearl for the south about October third, 

TF-1 continues to conduct minor training exercises 
in the OAHU area. 



TF-3 continues comparatively inactive as they are 
hampered by lack of APs for training. In a recent letter Vice 
Admiral Greenslade reported that our landing boat personnel are 
definitely inferior to the Army. This is another manifestation 
of naval growing pains. 

TF-8 was quiet. 

While there are indications that the Japs will make 
an all out effort in the Southern SOLOMONS and possibly NEW 
GUINEA, there are also many signs which point to troubles that 
he is having. It seems reasonable to suppose that we have nov/ 
destroyed the cream of his naval air pilots. Also, our attri- 
tion attacks on his ships and planes must be causing them ex- 
treme difficulties. Our submarines are causing increasing 
shipping shortages. 



Admiral Nimltz and party arrived during the after 
noon at NOUMEA. 




September 28 . 



Operations on the 28th in the South Pacific are sum 
marlzed in Comsopac 281326. Admiral Nimltz apparently com- 
pleted his conference with Vice Admiral Ghormley and with 
General IifeicArthur ' s Chief of Staff and with his Air Force 
General and went on to ESPIRITO SANTO, Among the things dis- 
cussed was the employment of the 8th Marines which are ear- 
marked for the NDENI garrison and the 43rd Army division for 
the TULAGI- GUADALCANAL area (see Comsopac 290256 pink). 



The ALHENA completed unloading at GUADALCANAL. 

The unloading follows the same pattern each day: the AK with 
a DD escort unloads during daylight and departs each evening 
via the LENGO channel, returning that way in the early morn- 
ing. The Japs have observed and reported this procedure. 



The COPAHEE is having some troubles in shaking down. 

There are labor troubles at WELLINGTON. Waterfront 
workers refuse to work overtime and unloading is being unduely 
delayed. 
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September 28 (continued) 

The TROUT reports hitting a large CV off TRUK with 
two torpedoes. This may be the ZUIKAKU. Another Jap carrier 
reports being attacked by a submarine, • As this latter is 
thought to have occurred off NFJV IRELAND and as the TROUT was 
definitely off TRUK, it seems probable that two Jap carriers 
are in trouble. 



The Central and North Pacific areas are quiet. 

There is nothing to confirm the suspicion that the Japs plan 
to evacuate KISKA, 

A good RDF cut places the ClnC Air Fleet in 

the vicinity of the GREENWICH Islands, While some CVs seem 
to be leaving the South for the homeland there is no major ^ 
change in Jap Intentions noted, 

September 29, 

SoPac 291226 svimmarizes operations on the 29th in 
his area. The ALHENA was torpedoed leaving GUADALCANAL but 
not sunk. She will be towed to BUTTON, Our AKs are continu- 
ally exposed to this submarine menace, TP-17 continues in 
port waiting for suitable targets. 

Minor activity continues in the GILBERTS, All islands 
there can be considered visited by the Japs and small garrisons 
have been placed on the principal atolls. Planes were reported 
over the ELLICE Islands. 



The Central Pacific is generally quiet. Good progress 
is being made at PEARL in repair of damaged CVs and the SOUTH 
DAKOTA . 

The Army bombed KISKA again on the 27th and 28th, 

CTP-8 30030 summarizes known results. It seems confirmed 
that the Japs have abandoned ATTU and AGGATU. Withdrawal of 
some ships of TP-0 from the area may be possible soon. 

The Japs are suffering attrition losses of planes 
and ships in the SOLOMONS, They continue to land troops on 
GUADALCANAL. And they continue to bring in planes and ships 
to the general RABAUL area. KAVIENG is becoming an Important ^ 
airplane center. 
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September 30, 



There were no important contacts in the South Pacific 
during the day. Comsopac plans to employ TP-17 to strike the 
shipping in the SHORTLANDS Area on October 5th (local). His 
011302 pink . 

Comamphiblousforsopac 301022 and 301030 gives the 
need of landing boats for his operations. At present there is 
such a shortage that further major operations can not be under- 
taken. 



Comsopac 010454 gives the dlspostlon of Acorns 3 and 
4. He outlines the needs of equipment and repair facilities to 
support his operations. 

The 8th Iterlnes are now assembled at TUTUILA and are 
being trained in amphibious warfare. 

Admiral Nlmltz plans to arrive at NOUliEA tomorrow and 
at SUVA the day after. 

CTP-0 302335 amplifies the report of army bombing at 
KISKA. As an enemy plane dropped 1 - 100# bomb at ATKA yester- 
day it must be ass\imed that the FIREPLACE operations has been 
dl scovered. 



The enemy has changed his communication systems com- 
pletely. Thus, for some time now we can ejcpect very little 
Information from radio intelligence. 

October 1. 



Comsopac 301300 and 011716 give operations in his area 
for the past three days. There were no unusual happenings re- 
corded. Other sources report that an enemy DD was hit by our 
bombs and damaged north of the NEW GEORGIA group and an enemy 
cruiser is aground on a reef in TONOLEI harbor. During the past 
weeks our aircraft and submarines have inflicted quite satis- 
factory damage on enemy ships in the South and Southwest Pacific. 
During the day enemy fighters and bombers appeared over GUADAL- 
CANAL, Our fighters intercepted but lost 6 VP to the enemy’s 
4 Zeros. Comalrsopac 020050 pink suggests that B-17s from 
GUADALCANAL bomb in the SOLOMONS when the HORNET group attacks 
the BUIN area and that MacArthur hit the RABAUL area. He also 
notes that B-17s are not entirely suitable to give a CV fighter 
coverage. Comsopac concurs if the airfield at GUADALCANAL can 
take B-17s . 

Admiral Ghormley 010812 describes the use of NOUlffiA 
as a carrier replacement harbor and gives needs. 
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SEGSET 






October 1 (continued) 

KI3KA was again attacked by Army air yesterday. 
Results were not impressive and are shown in CTP-8 012100. 

General Marshall 0049Z/30 directs amphibious training 
for army units be commenced in the Hawaiian area. 



The ZUIKAKfi is probably now in Japan. Traffic analysis 
indicates that only three CVs are in the TRUK-RABAUL area. 

There are no indications as to when the enemy expects to launch 
a major attack on the Southern SOLOMONS. Change in all his 
call signs makes it impossible for R.I. to analyse current Jap 
moves. 



October 2. 



Comsopac 021436 gives operation summary for his area 
on the 1st. Nothing extraordinary happened, 

Comairsopac 030244 pink gives his Plan of cooperation 
with TF 17 for the 5th. 

CTF 62 022110 pink gives plans to attack Jap positions 
from seaward on the 5th. 

Cominch 022120 pink gives troops and planes agreed to 
for the FIREPLACE operations by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. No 
mention is made of the ATKA garrison, 

CTF 8 022025 reports Army bombing of KISKA with minor 
results. He also reports that ADAK was bombed by an enemy plane. 
No damage resulted but the airfield project there was definitely 
discovered. 

No changes are noted in Jap deployment. 

Admiral Nimltz arrived at SUVA, 

October 5 , 

ComSo Pac 031356 gives operations in that area for the 
1st. The usual shipping was noted in the SHORTLANDS AREA. 

FUNAFUTI was occupied as described in TF 62,6 - 040330. The 
planned landing of marines to the westward of the GUADALCANAL 
position was posponed at the request of CG 1st Marines, GREENWICH 
was observed by plane. Only one small non-combatant ship was 
seen in the lagoon and no air field was discovered. Thus the 
belief that this place is being used as a fleet anchorage or 
as a plane staging point is shown incorrect. 

CTF 8 - 032010 reports another Army bombing of KISKA on 
the 2nd. ^ 
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28 Sept«dber 1942. 

X. The fOllovdng estliafite of location of Orange strength 
in the Pacific is submitted. Locations are of 27 September 
1942, 



Six subsarinea. UaCHI end CruCiv 22 are in the northern 
area but probably not in vicinity of Aleutians. About one 
DesDiv is operating between Aleutians and l^pire. Attu has 
probably been abandoned. No definite estiisate of troop strength 
is possible, but troop movement out of Kisha area is indicated. 
Mot more than twenty planes of ail types. 



ZMPIRg 



HITAKA and HAYATaKA remain in the ^plre. 

30LQ;40IL-. 



Crulviv 6, Deshou 3» pert of Leshon 4» 2 oinelayera, 11th 
Seaplane Tender Civioion, a considerable number of subchasers 
and light craft. There are twelve submarines in the eighth 
fleet area. Sasebo y6 Landing ?oroa is in transports in the 
Shortlands area. 

Nlf^' aUINLA 

CruDiv 18 and a few destroyers. Air strength about 30 
planes. Troop strength 3»000-6,000. 

BPITAllt' 

OTAKA arriving in this area. SUOKaKU and Z0XKAKU are 
probably to the south of Truh. One battleship indicated in 
New Britain area and two or possibly three more are at least 
as far south as Truk. CruPiv 4 Is in the Truk lUibaul area. 
CruDiv 8 is unlocated but probably still in the southern area 
with CarDiv One. CruDiv 16 is in the liabaul area. The air 
strength Is estimated at 142 planes in the whole New Britain*' 
Solomon area. Troop strength — ^-4,00«*ln New Britain. 

EAST IirPlLS 



4ulet. 

UkH?AiAlL3 

£stimate air strength 130«140 planes. Three submarines 
in the area. 



1 
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EATTLB^ail’G 



Flag Clno Combined 



TAMOTO 



CiuC CoMbioad In Truk araa. 
rart of Gtaff in SSKDAI In 
Solooona* 

No raoant inforuatlon. Truk 
araa 9/16. 



No lnforaatlon« 

UDTSU Indioatad in iiabaul araa by 

aaaooiationa. 

Y A M A SHIHO No infoncation. 



m m X 

KAOATO 



.2 

Tg 2 

HTUOA 

PtISO 

UDSASHl 



No inforaation. Inciicatad Truk 
araa 9/16. 

No inforaation* 

No inforaation* 

£iapira* 



^tPia 3 

kONCO Truk araa - or soutb. 

EIRI.OKIUa No lata information* 

HIkl No lata infomation. ^ 

RAHDNA No lata information. Indioatad 

Truk 9/19. 



\ 
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SHCJKiAlU 

ZUI&OOJ 

4UIH0 



Truk area. 

At l»«at as far south as Truk. 
£jirouts Truk to iiiaplrs. 



;ari)iv 2 



BITAKA 

KTUJO 



KBipirs. 

Bstpirs. 

Probably sunk. 



KA3U0A BAHU 

OTAKA 

B03M0 

IAWATA BAKU 
UNYOU 



Bay bs saas ship as OTaKA. 
Tiolnity of KaTisng. 

No Infomation. 

Buy bs saas ship as DMYOU. 
trouts Kurs to Truk via 
ChlGhlJlaa and Fialpan. 
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CiUJIuaKS 






it 

ATAGO 

TAXAO 

MATA 



CruClY 5 

HAOUKO 

KTOKO 

CroPlT 6 

kinuoasa 

fUIiUTAlLl 

KAKO 



CruDlT 7 



SUZUTA 
MOO AMI 






CHIiCUUA 



Truk area or «out)i. 

Truk - riabaul az^a. 

Probably arrlYlng Smpire from Truk. 

fioae Indloatlon CruOir 5 In Palau 

area. 

No infoxKation. 

No Infonaation. 



Ho information. 
Mo Infonaation. 
r:oloiaon8 
Poasibly sunk. 



Probably dasaged. 

Mo inforaation. 

Under repairs In i;«pire. 



^tlll in Truk area or south. 
Probably still In southern area. 



CruDiv 9 

Kf^AoLll 

01 



Mo information. 
Mo infonaation. 



CjruMTjL2 

naoaIa 




Cr 

klMU 






No late Infonaation* 



Mo information. ^ 



ibaplre. 
Habaul araa. 
Rabaul area. 



CruDiv 18 



tvT^TTta 

TENT^TD 

XAEHIMA 



Involved in New Guinea oampaign. 
Rabaul area. 

Habaul area. 

Plag of 4th fleet. 



5 
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CRUI: *--.}!'. (Contlimsd) 



19 (Mii»l«y«r») 

TSUCAiU 

OXINOr^HIitA 

CruDlT 22 

^msA 

KICO 



Uiug»lgn»4 

AiUlUGAiLti 

CBOKAl 

MACHl 



£4 



Truk ar«a 9/19, no late inform tlon. j 
Truk arm 9/19 • no la to infozmtlon. | 
Dafinltaly aimk* f 



Nortkam araa. 

No lata inforaatlon. Ominato araa, 
9/19. 



Mo information. 

No raoent information, r^oloaona 9/16 • 
Rortkam araa. 

. u 



Onasaignad CL 

HJiZA 

TUBA 

&AT0R1 

KASHIl 



Indiaa araa. 

Mo lata information. Truk araa 9/19* 
Truk araa. 

Hongkong. 
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DK^iTaQY£iia 



AfcU?iA 

D«aDlv 6 
DasDlT 21 
DasDiv 24 
Daaljlv 27 



Oaahon 2 
^INTtU 

DaaDlv 1$ 
CaaDlT 16 
DaaDlY 18 
DaaDlT - 



ggfj<99 3 

ois3<DAI 



DaaDlY 11 
DaaDlv 9 
DaaDlv 20 



gfgSQft 4 

DaaDlv 2 
DaaDlv 4 
DaaDlv 8 



DaaDlv 9 




DaaDlv 22 



DaaDlv 34 






DaaDlv 23 
DaaDlv 29 
DaaDlv 30 



No lata lafonsatlon. Northam araa 9/15. 
May be anrouta Saplra to Tmk. 

Northern araa. 

New Britain araa. 

YUGUf{8 in Truk araa. filllHAT STJYU In Palao, 
i'rJ[GUKk in Truk, ABlMJ. dasoalsad. 



Kabaul araa. 

No Infomatlon. 

No lata Infonaatlon. 

One unit in iiabaul area. 

2 units with CarDlv 2. One In Saipan 
araa, I one northam araa. 

CoBadasron 3 In Soloiaons. 
shortland - Olao araa. 

No lata liLforKatlon. Probably Solostona. 
Shortlands. 

No lata Inforasatlon. Probably Soloaona. 

CoBAdaaron 4 In Shortlands araa. 

No definite Inforasatlon. 

Truk araa. 

South of Truk. 

One unit Truk. One Yokasuka. One un- 
looatad. 

Ona unit Penang. Two unlooatad. 



Aabon araa, possibly escorting toward 
Truk. 

No lata Information. Probably Seat 
Indies. 

Solomons. One unit Itorshalls. 



No late Information. 

No Infomatlon. 

Two units anrouta to v>aka. 
Two units New Guinea. 



Dasaon 10 

pasblv 7 In liabaul araa with otaka. 

DasDlv 10 Associated with CarDlv Ona. 

DasDlv 17 Habaul area. 
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^CI'ST - 



Dl:.CyTitOYii;iiS (CojQtlniMd) 



Northern area* 

Truk Zon*. 

Foraoaa ar«a» 
iialgon araa« 

Qua unit Aleutlana, two units 
Yokosuka. 












0 




Jfe 



UMA IGlfcL 



1 

31 



DssDiT 
DsaLiT 
DssDiT 13 
DssDiT 32 
DssDiT - 









iiU 

SubDlY 2 



vT5 



SubDiv 4 



Two units Truk* 0ns Saigon* 

Two units 8th float, t¥K> units 
Truk, ono Jaluit* 

Unlooatsd* 



Subi<on 

SubUlv 



2 



7 



Subriv 8 



Two units 8th fleet, one unit 
Aleutians* 

0ns unit J^aluit. Two ijopirs* 




SubDiT 12 



Two units 8th flest arsa, thrss 
units Truk. 

0ns unit 8th fleet arsa, thrss 
units Kiapirs* 



gubRon 5 
KubllT 19 

subDlT 30 



0ns unit 8th flest, 2 units 
unplaosd* 

?¥K> units Saigon 



SubRon 6 

Sutl^'iY 13 Thrss units 8th fleet arsa. 



SubiJlT 21 
SubL'iT 26 
Kubtiv 33 



Two units Truk* 

Two units ydsutiaus, one lApirs* 
Three units Aleutians. 



Sub4^ 

SubLlv 



SUbDiT 

SubDiY 



3 

14 



Thrss units Ijtpirs* 

0ns ^It Jaluit, Two :^pirs* 

Three units ezirouts Saigon to Kurs* 



8th Fleet arsa - 

Truk 

Jaluit 

:^igon 

Northern area • 
jini'outs - 

Supirs 
Unknown 
Total 



12 

10 



3 

3 
6 

4 
13 
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AIKOKU 14AHU 
AKITSACillMA 
0H1T03E 
CHITODA 
FUJIKAWA MAKU 
OOSHU MAHD 
:5 HTHO KAHU 
KAUIKAWA MAHD 
KAMITOO MARU 
KAUOZ 

KAWTO VAHU 
KATJHJJO SCARW 
KITOKAWA MABU 
LTOHS >4ARU 
NAGIF.ON mnU 
NAHUTO HiJSSJ 
NIHON MAiOJ 
MismiN maru 

HiLirilXN MAHD 
NOTOHO NkBU 

OKimu tuaa 

SANUKl kAHU 
SANYO MAHU 
#5 NaRU 

SKMDAI VAHO 
SHZNSHO MABU 
TOEI NAHU 
F2 T0IL\N BAKU 



No lata lnrorauitio&. Bellavad I^ImiuI area. 

Mo lata Infox&ation. BallaYod Naw Britain araa. 
'Jhortlanda. 

Kaplra. 

No Info raat Ion. 

Kmplra. 

Mo lata Information. 

Saipan area. 

No Information. 

Truk area. 

No information. 

No info rtoat ion. 

Marahalla. 

No lata information. 8tk float area 9/19* 

No infonmtion. 

No lata information, Truk-ralau 9/17* 

SoloBona 
Rabaul araa. 

^jiYians araa. 

Naw Britain. 

No information. 

Kabaul araa. 

In Truk - araetr tu**. — 

No informatlcm. 

Rabaul. 

No information. 

No lata information. Solooona 9/16. 

No daflnita information. 
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AKKA DIHTRIBtTTIOH 0? JAPAHBiiK AIK FORCE 



AIEUTIAIU: 



While very little infonsetion is avsileble, it is pos« 
Bible to Biake a fair guess tra& the absence of Orange air 
aetlTity that the Japanese do not have sore than 25 planes 
in the Aleutians. The 5th Air Group still appears at Kiska. 
Attu Island, which with KisJca was rated as a seaplane base, 
now appears to have been abandoned. The land based VHB re- 
ported over Adak in i»\ig\ist have not appeared since. A lib- 
eral guess of Japanese air strength in this area by plane 
types is: 

2 - hawanishi 97 four engine flying boats. 

5 ** Float type reconnaissanoe planes. 

10-15 - Float type ^(VF, 

Total - 17*22 planes. 

There is not sufficient information available to estimate 
the Japanese air strength in this area. The 40th Air Group 
appears in this area and possibly also the 33rd Air Group and 
35th Air Group, which are eigher in Malay or the Dutch Last 
Indies. Thera is some slight indication that thase groups may 
also ffiova east. Mo other information on this area is available. 

DCTCh JDU^T IHVlKil k'ta.A 



Ko recent information exists on the 23rd Air Flot which 
has been in this area except that from association it may 
operate in the fiiolofflons. The oocuoander of Takao Air Group 
was still at Kendari 9/24 with a detachment of the group at 
Truk 9/22. 3rd Air Group has not been heard from since be- 
lieved enroute New Britain about 9/12. The first attacks on 
Larwin sinoa August 30th (27V7 and 27 took place ^:aptot;bar 

25th (2 planes) and .^Teptember 26th (3 VHB). The absence of 
Japanese air attacks in this arsa and the previously reported 
movement of planes to Hew Britain make it probable that the 
former strength of about 45 V? and 45 VUB has been greatly 
reduced. Reconnaissance of Koepang on September 23rd revealed 
2 VHB and of Dilli on oeptenber 24th and 25th revealed 1 VF 
and 4 VF respectively. 
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tfF*- 

N«w Guln«a eufit be conalil«r»d with N«w Britain baoauaa 
Japanese VHB boebing i ort T-'oresby and other Allied bases in 
this area as a general rule operate from Habaul airfields. 

Only VF and reoonnaistMinee planes have been periaanently 
based in New Guinea. The 25th Air Klot still appears to be 
in oonoand of Hew Guinea air operations, but the 21st Air Plot 
nay also be operating soase planes there. Tliere is no reoent 
inforstation on 4th, Tainan and Yokohama Air Groups of the 
25th Air Division except that Yokohaaa seeics to be arranging 
for flying boat replaoeaenta from the £npire. The Japanese 
air strength in this area pi*obably does not exceed: 

10 - Type ffVF usually based at Lae or Buna. 

10 > 12 - Keconnaissanoe seaplanes. 

2 - Kawanishi 97 flying boats. 

27 - Mitsubishi types 97, or 1 VKJ3 operating 
from Habaul. 

Total 49*51. 

i^hroute: irobably one full figjhter group of 45 type 
ffVF is enroute New Guinea to replace the 
heavy louses inflicted during /ugust. 

3 ilTAIK » GOLOKOil- 

New Ireland is prlnoipelly a supply, repair, end 
asseably basa for pinnae ooaing from the Empire or dataeged 
in operations. The 21st Air Flot H. is presently at Kavieng, 
and that Air Flot is associated with both tlte iroloKons and 
New Guinea. The 26th Air Flot still appears to be the ooa* 
oand^ of air operationa in the f'oloau>ns; while the 11th .<:ee- 
plet&iv is a su>^t Important seaplane oomannd in that area. 

The 12th >oaplatej^iv Is also in the Goloisona. The 11th Air 
Fleet Conucander appears to be in this area. The ooxticander 
and a detachment of 6th /%ir Group (probably VF) is in the 
i^olonons, while additional planes of this Group are being 
or are soon to be ferried from Kisaratsu to the south by the 
YpQof-awg ^aru and the ^ulho. The 2nd llr Group and Ksnoya 
Air Group a /pear to be reoHivlng ,/lanes (probably VF) from 
Lavao via the Otakn . Toko Air Group (Vl^j is at Shortlands 
Island. 108th Ir Group is at Habaul. Other groups that 
may be in this area have not been heard during the pest week. 
The Japanese air strength in hew Ireland, exclusive of planes 
being assembled, repaired, and forwarded to Hew Britain and 
the olosons, by jisDea and types probably does not exceed: 

12*18 - eaplenca - recouuai sconce end float type VF. 

2 - Four ei;gined VF. 

Totul 1 a-20. 1062 
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Japanese planes by nuaber and types in New Britain and 
tbe Soloaons probably do not exceed: 

45 “ land type 07T» 

24 - float type 0VF. 

24 “ Reoonnaisaanoe seaplanes. 

12 - Kawanisbi 97 four engine VP. 

27 - Mitsubishi types 96, 97, or 1 VEB (excluslTs 
of the 27 VNB based at liabaul end used to 
bonb Port Moresby) • 

Total - 132 , 

Bnroute: Probably 45 type 0V?. 

54 ■* Mitsubishi type 1 VliB. 
a SDsattering of other types. 

MARg'HALLf. iJil GILbl 

The 24 th Air Flot and its Groups, 1st, 14th, and Chitose, 
were this week placed on the alert for a U.S. offensive in 
this area* There is no specific recent inforaation on these 
air ooxasiands, but they are shown still to be in the Marshalls. 
19 th Air Group is still in the Marshalls and concerned with 
the Gilberts infiltrations. The total air strength in this 
area probably does not exceed: 

9-12 - Kawanlshi 97 four engine YP. 

18-24 - Reconnaissance seaplanes with soma 
possibly VF. 

54 - Mitsubishi types 96 and 1 VHB. 

50 - (ap.rox.) type 0VF assigned to defense of 
airfields. 

Total: 131 - 140 . 

4nroute: ProlMbly none. 
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Alii FLOTILl-.^^ /vKl GiiOUI^S 

NOTE* Air dlTislonB ar* now tenaad Air yXotillas. Th« 21st - 
26th Air Divisions eppsar In this rsport as the 21st - 26th Air 
Plots. The 11th and 12th Air Divisions, bsoauss ttey ars sea- 
plane tender units, are oalled the 11th nnfl 12th oeaplat^ivs* 

The nxiaber of planes shown In any t;roup la tlie largest 
nuBber of planes known to have operated in that group at any 
tine* 

11th Air fleet - C»dr. le very active In the Solomons, par- 
ticularly In connection with Guadalcanal. 

Umdr. Ray have been at Tenlan 9/23* 

11th Seaplatendlv - Important ooRi^and in Solomons. H.l. appears 

to be at Shortlande. 



12th Ceaplatondlv - Also ap eare to be in Solomons. 

21et Air Plot - H.,. now at Davieng. Is receiving planes from 

Philippines and may already have operated some 
planes over Hew Guinea. Aceoclated with both 
New Guinea and ^olooons. 



Kanoye Air Croup 



Toko Air Croup 



iiTVP, 36VHB 



12 VP. flying 
boats 



22nd Air Plot - Ho recent lufomatlou. 
Vihoro Air Group 27VHB 



Oenzan Air Group 



27VKB 



Cosdr. at Kavleng 
and group receiving 
planes froa Philip- 
pines via Otaka. 

Coflcdr. at I hortlande 
Is. Operating In 
Bolomone. 



No recent information 
on location, /.esoolated 
with Wlsawa Air (iroup 
and may fumleh It with 
planes. 

Tokyo to Truk for 
delivery 9/23 • 



23rd Air Plot - Proa association is to operate in the '»oloffion8. 

3rd Air Group 45VP, 6V0 Ko recent information. 
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Takao Air Croup 4$VHB Condr. At Kendarl 9/2$. 

Dataohaant at Truk 9/22, 

24th Air ?lot - Marshalls • 



1st Air Group 


27VHB 


Still 


in 


>4arshalls 


14th Air Group 


12VP flying 


Still 


in 


Marshalls 




boats; 3VJ 










transports. 








Chltosa Air Group 


27VHB 


i^tUl 


in 


Marshalls 



25tk Air Flot - Contiouas to ba aotlTaly assooiata<3l with liaw 

Culnaa and basas and coaaands tUara. 




o 







4th Air Group 


27VHB 


Traffic routed by Tokyo 
to Truk for dalivary 9/23* 
Unit probably south of 
Truk near habaul. 


Tainan Air Group 


45VF, 6V0 


n m n 


Tokohana Air Group 12Vi^ flying 

boats, 6 float 
typa VF 

26th Air Flot - Kanains rary aotiva In 0 

air operations thsra* 


Arranging for V? to ba 
flown from Empire. 

olooons and in oonoand of 


6th Air Group 


VF and VB 


CosBdr. and detachment in 
Haw Britain or 5:olomons. 

Other planes of ths group 
about to laaTa Kisnatsu, 
probably on Zuiho, 


Misawa Air Group 


27VIIB 


South of Truk. May race Its 
ra info roams at a from Bihoro 
Air Group. 


Xisaratau Air Gz*oup 


27VHB 


No recant Information. 


2nd Air Group 


VF 


Aaeoclatad with Eanoya 
Air Group and Ctaka, and 
liay also ba raoaiving 
planes from that Teasel. 


$th Air Group 


r>aaplanas 


r>till at Kiaka. 


17th Air Group 


u'Saplanas 


No recent information. 
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19tti Air Group 
21st Air Group 

33rd Air Group 

35tti Air Group 

40th Air Group 

lOftth Air Group 
232nd Air Group 

;:a«ki Air Group 

2vasobo Air Group 

Gbinohuohu Air Group 

Suzuka Air Group 
Yokosuka Air Croup 



Gsaplsnaa 

;aaplanas? 



? 



? 



? 



Goaplanas (?) 
? 



? 



? 



Training Unit 
or VHB 



? 

13 >saplana8 



a] 



Marshall! - Aotivs in 
Gilbarts infiltration. 

At Truk. Aotivs with 
farrylng of pianos to 
Rabaul araa. 

Indicating possihla 
shift to Rabaxil. Not olaar 
whather this unit in y. 

£mpira, Malay, or D£l. 

Irohobly in Malay or C 

Dkl. Poaaibla that shift h 

to aabaul is sohadulad. p 

I 

In Malay, lossibla that MP 

shift to Mabaul is 
sohadxilad. 

At iiabaul. 

Appaarad for first tlaa* 
on 9/27 at Kisaratsu Air 
Station. 

In SBpii’o probably supply- 
ing looal air oovar for i 

southbound convoys. f 

Detachment nay have icovad | 

uth and appears in 
as eolation with Habaul and j 
Short lands. 

Tokyo has routad traffic 
to both Truk and Takao for 
dallYcry. 

Ifo recent information. | 

May be aboard Chitoaa in 
vicinity of ::.hortlanda. 
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SS e- .i - T • JAtMViS, AIH LOtSKS 

(:3«pt. 19'26th Inol.) 







SOLOUOHi} - Destroyed - Float Typa VF - 7 (also 3 probabla. 

Keooo. Floatplanaa - 4* 

Dasa^ad - Hecoo. Floatplanaa > 3* 



H£W auiKKA •> Daatroyad - Land typa VF - !• 

TlUOh - Laatroyad - Laud typa VF > 2 (probabla). 



ALEUTIANS - Daatroyad - Float Typa VF - ?• 

Total - Daatroyad - Float Typa YF - 14 (3 probable) ' 

Land typa VF - 1 (2 probabla) 
Raeoo. Floatplanaa - 4* 

Daaagad - Kaooo. Floatplanaa • 3« 
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COMBAT IBTSLLIQ]£BC£ 

FOTOTKIvNTH MAVAL DISTUICT 

OF jrAFAMi;aA L/.tiV FQUQM.Ji^.. Of ^igPTliMbKH 27. 



Attu and liiska. Hadlo tr&ffle baa Indio atad that aoma* 
thin^ abnoTttal is In pxx^graaa bar a, and it baa bean intarpratad 
to ba that tha anaay ibroas ara withdrawing. Aarial visual 
raoonnaiaaanoa of Attu by Task Foz'oa Aight ravaalad no aifjna 
of anai^ amd all works abandoaad. Traffic has oonnaotad tha 
liaizuru No. 3 !»paoial Ijinding Fooroa, wbioh was part of tha 
ooeupation foroa, with tha Kabaul aroa. Pras.ura in tha 
soloBons and tha i sola tad position of tha Attu - Kiska foroas 
say account Ibr this withdrawal. 



Islands occupied by tha No. 2 Coahinad Landing Force, the 
Yokosuka No. 3 -^pacial Landing Force and Yokosuka No. 6 Special 
Lauding Force, plus additimal antiaircraft troops, guard units, 
ate. 



Baru 

Naina 

Tarawa 




NY.> BRITAIN 



Haidad on 26th and probably occupied. 
Occupied. 

Occupied . 



Hadio traffic indicates a steady influx of re infer oauenta 
for the :;oloiBona area. Info jasat ion is insufi'ioient to aake e 
new estloate to replace last week's figure of troop strength, 
but it Is probable that acre troops have arrived there. 

'W The following units are at, or are connected with, ^baul: 

17th ^tPcy division (part here, part at Buna and part in 
Guadalcanal) . 

lavao 1st Landing Force (nray) is sending sKphibious troops 
to dabaul. 



8th Base Force la main identified Naval garrison of .>iabaul 
end adjacent areas. 




Aebaul ----- - 
Pondo-Ulataoao 
Gasffiata-^lllauaaz 
f aninsula - - - - 



30,000 to 35,000 
3,000 (old estioata) 
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COJiBAT IKTBLLIOaiCE 
rOtJRTFJCHTH RAVAL DISTHICT 



■■ 1 



NE^ GUIN&A - 

* B\in8-0um-Koko<la>^:;fogi araa • Oooupi»(3 by :^sobo No* 5 

Special Laadio^' Force, Yokosuka No. $ Special landing Force, 
and units of the 17th Amy L'lTislon (cavalry and probably 
infantry) - Total troops --------- 5,000 to 6,000. 



Iae-i«arkhas Valley area ------- 2,000 to 3»000. 

.alaaoua - Busxaa iiiver area ----- 2,000. 

hubo (cavalry patrols) ----- - - 900 . 




hilne Bay 



HEtf hi^LidiD - 



jieanants of Kura No. 3 
Special Landing Force. 



This area is under the 8th Base Force. 



Kavieng - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 800. 

Henainder of island and nearby islands arc guarded by 
patrols and siuill detachments therefrom. 

SOLOMONS - 



Heinforoauent 8 are bound for this area. The main units 
headed there are the Maizuru No. 4 Special Landing Force 
(probably destined to go there) and the Sasebo No. 6 Landing 
Pores, whi ch is in transports in the rhortlanda area. 




Bougainville ----------- -- 1,600. 

Buin»Faisi -- ---------- - 200. 

Olzo Island ------- - --- 300. 

Guadalcanal 

(Taivu Point) ----------- 1,400. 

(Cape i.'spat«noa) - -- -- - - -- - 1,200 



Traffic has indicated considerable activity at Kaminbo Bay 
(not ahuwn on H.O. Chart Consee. Ho. 1689, but it is a bay be- 
i tween Paul shoals and Fish Reef and is about 3 milss west of 
* Cape ir.sperano e ) . This bay is the main landing plaoa for rein- 
foroemante and supplies for the Cape ^>speranoe Force. At present 
this force is re^ueutiog supplies of food as their staples are 
sufficient for five days. 

] The Taivu Point Force apparently consists uf Navy troops 



under the cosar.and of Lieutenant Kawaguchi. 
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COKBaT INTjSLLIOZNCK 
FOtRTiENTK HAYAL L’ISTEICT 



1 

- )he;cE i r 



OLOMQKS (Contd) - 



The Cape 2spera&oe Force le aeae up of Navy troops, cce 
battalion (Aoba Unit) of iixay and a pioneer unit* Lieut ooant 
Kawamoto is in chares of the navy there. 



Kalaita - Sioall detachment total xoo 

oanta Isabel 

(Mufu Point) - -- -- -- -- - ---- - X 50 

(Vikanara Point) --------- ---- xoo 

(Hekata bay) -- - - -- -- -- - -- - xqo 

Total Troops 48,850 to 55,850 



LOCATIOM Of LPiiglFIG UWITT. 

Navel L'peoial Landing Forces (each about 1200 saen ) 



#2 Combined Gilberts. 

Kure Ho. 3 ---------- - j'arts at Guadalcanal and 

Hilne Bay. 

Kure Ho. 5 O\jmdaloanal 

iiaiauru Ho. 1. No information. 

L'aixum No. 2--------- - No inform tion. 

Uaizuru No. 3”“" - -- - -- - >fas at Tiska now may be 

bound for i^baul. 

Baizuru No .4- May be bound for Guadal- 

canal. 

r'asebo No.l - -- -- -- -- -No Information, 
rasebo No. 2 ----------No information. 

;}'asebo No. 3 - -- -- -- -- - wo information* 

"Jasebo No. 5 -At 5ma. 

Jaaebo Ko.6 ----------in transports in Short- 

lands area. 

Sasebo No. 8 - -- -- -- -- - in .'hanehai. 

Yokosuka No. 3 --------- Gilberts area. 

Yokosuka No. 4 - -- -- -- -- in Taka (Forxoosa) on 23rd. 

Yokosuka No. 5 --------- Buna. 

Yokosuka No. 6 --------- Gilberts. 



ar^Y unit:: 



16th Division 



17th Division - -- -- -- -- - 
Davao '‘‘peciel lading Force - - - 



No new infbrmation but was 
oomeoted with Amb<w and 
Pal au. 

Parts at - Guadalcanal -Buna* 
Nubo-Habaul . 

ending amphibious troops to 
Rabaul. 
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E3TIMTE OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES 
October 1, 1942. 




1 . Preliminary . 

Much of the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities for the 
month of August continues to remain valid and Is not repeated. 

2. Brief of Events during September. 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC. 



The SARATOGA was torpedoed on August 30 and proceeded 
to PEARL for repair. On September 5 the SOUTH DAKOTA hit a 
pinnacle rock at BLEACHER and also came to PEARL for repair. 

On the 16th the WASP was hit and sunk by Submarine torpedoes 
and the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit and proceeded 
to PEARL for repair. 

In the Southern SOLOMONS our position has been 
strengthened by landing the 7th Marines on GUADALCANAL. Plane 
strength there Is now nearly at a satisfactory level. The 
maintenance of logistic supply to the TULAGI area continued 
to be difficult. On September 29th the ALHENA was torpedoed 
leaving GUADALCANAL. We have been unable to prevent the Japs 
from bombarding our positions and from landing troops on either 
flank of the Marine GUADALCANAL position. Jap borblng of the 
position has been almost completely prevented. 

The enemy mopped up the GILBERTS Islands and landed 
small garrisons on the main Islands. 

On September 13th enemy major forces made their only 
appearance In reach of our search to the east and north of the 
SOLOMONS. The enemy turned back before our land-based air 
could attack with satisfactory results and before our striking 
forces could reach them. 

Large enemy reinforcements to the RABAUL area con- 
tinued throughout the month. Except In NI7.V GUINEA and the 
landings on GUADALCANAL, they remain In the general RABAUL area. 
Indications continued that they were assembling forces for an 
all out effort In the South Pacific. 

IHirlng the month It has become almost certain that 
RYUJO was sunk on August 24th. On September 28th one of our 
submarines probably badly damaged one carrier. Planes have re- 
ported hitting cruisers, destroyers, and aiixlllarles but the 
amount of damage done Is uncertain. 
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The enemy used the PAISI-BUIN area as an assembly 
point for cruisers, destroyers, transports and other atixll- 
larles. This area was the jump off point for troop carrying 
destroyers bound for GUADALCANAL. Airfields at KAVIENG, BUKA, 
and KIETA were being improved. 

The Japs advanced over the OWEN STANLEY mountain 
range in Eastern NEW GUINEA to within about 15 miles of the 
PORT MORESBY airfields. At that point allied resistance 
stiffened, and by the end of the month the enemy was retreat- 
ing. At MILNE BA.Y the enemy landed in some force but were 
unable to capture the airfield, and later withdrew. 



CENTRAL PACIFIC. 



The area was generally quiet during the month. Good 
progress was made in strengthening defenses at MIDWAY. Those 
defenses will serve as a model for JOHNSTON, PALMYRA and CANTON. 



Our submarines have been very successful in destroy- 
ing enemy shipping but the numbers on patrol in enemy home 
waters continues small. 



NORTH PACIFIC. 





The airfield on ADAK was first used on the 11th, and 
the first phase of the FIREPLACE operation was completed on 
September 20th. The Army has placed a garrison on ST. PAUL 
Island and plans to garrison TANAGA Island. Each time weather 
has permitted, KISKA has been successfully bombed and strafed 
from the new field at ADAK. The Japs have evacuated ATTU and 
AGGATU. 



3 . The Situation. 



(a) Enemy. For the past six or seven weeks the Japs 
have been assembling planes, troops and ships in the general 
RABAUL area. There are no indications whatever of a move in 
any other direction. 




V/hile the Japs may wish to start such an effort in 
the near future, there is evidence that they are having their 
troubles. Our planes and submarines are taking increasing 
toll of their forces. On GUADALCANAL our Marines invariably' 
have throv/n back attackers with heavy enemy losses. The Japs 
may have lost the services of 3 CV, 1 BB, several cruisers, 
destroyers and auxiliaries during the month. Their aircraft 
losses have been heavy in August and September. All this has 
definitely slowed up their preparations. 
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An estimate of Japanese strength in the Pacific as 
of September 28, 1942 is appended. 

The enemy is copying our communication methods with 
good success. As a result, we continue to be unacle to read 
his mail to any great extent. 

(b) Own. V/e retain TP-l at PEARL for the purpose of 
breaking up any enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN SEA FRONTIER. 

As of October 1st the ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA, SOUTH DAKOTA, and 
NORTH CAROLINA are under repair at PEARL. With them are cruiser 
and destroyer escorts. The ENTERPRISE group can reach the 
SOLOMONS area by about the middle of October. In the South 
Pacific TF-17 waits in port for a suitable target. 

While we think that our OAHU-MIDWAY line is vulner- 
able to raids, there seems little probability of a major land- 
ing. The battleships at PEARL probably could prevent a land- 
ing in the area. This situation will improve when more air 
striking forces, properly trained and indoctrinated, are 
stationed in the Hawaiian Islands, 

The situation in the ALEUTIANS is obscure. It has 
always been hard to understand how Japan could profit much in 
the occupation of KISKA and ATTU, Complete evacuation there 
would be no surprise. Meanwhile TF-8 will continue to cover 
Army seaborne movements while remaining ready to strike any 
enemy within reach. 

While the situation in the South Pacific has im- 
proved considerably in the past month, it is far from satis- 
factory. We are strengthening our positions in the Southern 
SOLOMONS but the logistic and personnel replacement programs 
remain to be put on a satisfactory basis. It is hoped that 
the Army 43rd Division can relieve the Marines in the TULAGI 
area soon, but probably not during October. No additional 
marines will arrive in the area until after the end of the 
month. The harbors at NOUMEA and ESPIRITU SANTO are overcrowded 
and unloading facilities are most primitive. Measures to im- 
prove this condition will hardly be effective in October. Un- 
loading facilities in the TULAGI area are meagre, and to date 
we have been unable to provide adequate protection for our AKs 
during the unloading period. There are no planes in sight to 
take care of combat and operational losses in the area beyond 
about October 30th, The airfield at GUADALCANAL with necessary 
facilities such as underground gas storage, dispersal areas, 
repair facilities, etc., will not be complete during October. 

It is, however, now in good use. 
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Our submarine offensive against the Jap trade in 
her ov/n waters continues at a low ebb because of the shortage 
of Pacific Fleet Submarines, which is aggravated by necessary 
diversions of boats to ALASKA and the MNDATES. In October 
we hope to commence laying mines in focal points of Jap trade. 

4 . Threats to Japan. 

The UNITED STATES continues to be the only real 
threat to Japan. The start of our offensive in the South 
Pacific evidently has caused serious repercussions, and prob- 
ably cuased the enemy to abandon plans in any other theatre 
until that threat is removed. There is good reason to believe 
that our own offensive nipped in the bud the Jap plan to cut 
our lines of communications to AUSTRALIA. As ovir greatest 
threat to Japanese interests now is via the South Pacific, it 
seems most unlikely that they will move tov/ard INDIA or SIBERIA 
or toward any other place in the Pacific until their South 
Pacific flank is secured. 

HAWAII is always a threat to Japan in that it is an 
advanced base for supplies and operations. They will always 
desire to damage our MIDWAY- OAHU- SAMOA line in order to decrease 
our overall Pacific capabilities. 

It does not seem probable that Japan takes the 
threat from the UNITED STATES via the ALEUTIANS very seriously. 

'AHiether Jape^ knows it or not, they need have no fear 
from AUSTRALIA at the moment. The Australians do not even 
feel sure of being able to hold NEW GUINEA nov/. However, Japan 
knows that eventually large forces can get underway from AUS- 
TRALIA and threaten seriously all of their gains Inside the 
MALAY BARRIER. 

GREAT BRITAIN, at present, is unable to threaten 
Japan's Indian Ocean Front. That front only can become danger- 
ous when GREAT BRITAIN is free of her commitments in EUROPE and 
the Near East, 

Today RUSSIA is entirely too occupied with GERMANY 
to permit her to open the SIBERIAN front. But should the GERMAN 
situation change radically in favor of the RUSSIANS, there v/ould 
be a chance of a threat by opening SIBERIAN air bases to the 
Allies. It is significant that RUSSIA has opened a radio chan- 
nel with us and has finally begun an exchange of information. 

Because of the many uncertainties throughout the 
world today it is hard to speculate very far into the future. 
Suffice to say that for October Japan considers our activities 
in the SOLOMONS her major threat while still remaining very 
sensitive to possible moves for bombing the Empire, 1074 
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5. Broad Cottrses of Action. 



There is overwhelming evidence that the enemy's in- 
tention is to try to cut us off from AUSTRALIA and then capture 
or neutralize that continent. 

Other broad courses of action within enemy capabili- 
ties remain the same as for September, and include: 

(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY. 

(b) An extension in the ALEUTIANS. 

(c) An attack on Western AUSTRALIA.”^ 

(d) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOUMEA.*^ 

(e) An offensive toward INDIA. 

(f) An attack on RUSSIA. 

6 . Most Probable Enemy Intention. 

The enemy's most probable next moves are the recapture 
of the Southern SOLOMONS, and the extension of control in NEW 
GUINEA . 



It now seems that the effort in the SOLOMONS and in 
NEW GUINEA will be in the nature of a gradual infiltration 
followed by a major assault. Whether the final effort in the 
SOLOMONS will be concurrent with that in NEW GUINEA is not 
known. 



Before any grand assault we can expect the following 
to continue; 

(a) Submarine reconnaissance in the SOLOMONS AREA 

and along our lines of communications to the South. 

While the submarines may now have the primary duty of 
reconnaissance, it has been shown that they can and will attack 
Important targets. During October the enemy is estimated to be 
capable of maintaining no less than twenty submarines in the 
area for this purpose. It is indicated a total of 32 submarines 
could be made available for this duty. 

(b) Air attacks on our positions and shipping using 
shore based air. 



Our recent successes in repelling bombing attacks on 
GUADALCANAL has reduced the enemy capacity to continue this 
form of attack, but has not eliminated the danger. 
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As of October 1st the following shore based air is 
indicated as in or enroute to the NEW BRITAIN-SOLOMONS area 
and could be made available for this duty; 

108 - VHB 
90 - VP 

To these it is possible to add, from the MRSHALLS and GILBERTS, 
about 

54 - VHB 
50 - VP 

It is difficult to estimate the ability of the enemy 
to maintain such levels in the area as that ability depends on 
rate of losses and other clrcvimstances . If losses are exessive 
they would have great difficulty. 

(c ) Occasionally shell our shore positions in the 
SOLOMONS . 



This has been possible in the past and will undoubt- 
edly continue. The shelling usually takes place at night and 
may be incidental to landing of small numbers of Infiltration 
troops , 



As many as 16 cruisers could be made available for 
this duty but only if the usual striking force escort were to 
be employed. The same situation applies to eighteen Desdlvs 
estimated in the TRUK-RABAUL area on October 1st, While no 
such numbers are believed possible, the main thing is that 
there are ample cruisers and destroyers for this job. Sub- 
marines may be employed likewise also. 

If we are able to cause sufficient losses to the 
enemy cruisers and destroyers at their jump off points, and 
enroute, it seems probable that operations of this type will 
cease to be profitable. 

(d) Attacks in the p;eneral area from ESPIRITU SANTO, 
north, on our transports, freighters and escorts, 
both day and nicrht; especially while unloading, 
or at anchor. 



These attacks are always to be expected from sub- 
marines. It is quite possible that the enemy will employ 
cruisers, destroyers, and motor torpedo boats, if he thinks 
circumstances warrant. Should he detect a large enough target 
within reach of a CV or BB striking force he may attempt a 
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raid. However, it does not seem likely that he will risk any 
major striking force within reach of our effective shore based 
air. The most likely attempt would be to make a high speed 
attack with cruisers or destroyers based on advance information 
of our movements . 

During the all out attack we should expect carrier 
raids on our advance positions such as ESPIRITU SANTO and ROSES 
to break up our line of supply. The all out attack most prob- 
ably would include a determined effort to neutralize the 
GUADALCANAL airfield. 

As matters now stand, it does not seem necessary for 
OPJ^NGE to employ carriers to cover the landing of troops on 
the east coast of NEW GUINEA. The Japs have the capacity to 
make a large landing on eastern NEW GUINEA, and at the same 
time make an assault on the Southern SOLOMONS. If they con- 
tinue to land sizeable forces at night on GUADALCANAL they will 
build up a force which can assist in an assault by attacking 
on all sides of our position there at the same time. If this 
were a night attack they would hardly emoloy carriers to cover 
the landing at GUADALCANAL. 

When and if an all out attack occurs it seems most 
probable that:- 

(1) The landing will be at night, the transports, 
barges, etc., escorted by cruisers and destroyers. 

(2) CV striking forces covered by BB groups and 
preceded by submarine scouts will attack our air- 
fields, shipping, and installations at BUTTON and 
possibly ROSES. 

(3) SANTA CRUZ Islands v/lll be occupied if we 
are not already there, - in which case the enemy 
would be expected to attack that position. 

There are many varieties of such an operation and 
it would only be a guess to set down details. 

7 . In spite of the fact that enemy intentions appear 
clear it is desirable to list other operations within the 
capacity of the enemy during October. 

. Our estimate of enemy locations shows that it is 
possible to concentrate sizeable forces almost any place in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas during October. We knov/ that the 
great part of his Navy is serviceable and that logistic and 
other considerations make it possible for him to do much harm 
in widely separated places. While the following are not con- 
sidered probable they are discussed briefly. 
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(a ) A raid on PEARL HARBOR, 

At the moment fine targets are presented at PEARL. 

Our defenses have Improved hut there Is no assurance that a 
well timed raid could not get in. We might well suppose that 
the cost to the enemy would not be acceptable. On the other 

hand, if he could hit our ships in dry dock and our tank farms 

he might be willing to accept anything our Army air could give 

him. We have not, on October 1st, a force adequate to repel a 

strong carrier raid. Nor will v/e be able to meet 4 enemy CV 
groups in the HAWAIIAN area on equal terms during the month. 

But to make such a raid the Japs v;ould have to give 
up or postpone any powerful attack in the SOLOMONS. They could 
do this; and because of the RI situation we would hardly find 
out what v/as up until too late. 

Althoxxgh this is again stated as not probable, the 
mere possibility Indicates stiffening the search and alertness 
conditions^ at least vintll the enemy further commits himself. 

It must be'^ remembered that major forces have not been located 
for some time. 

(b) A raid on MIDWAY or JOHNSTON. 



Such an operation would be in the nature of a 
diversion, but unless made in strength which he can hardly 
afford at this time, there would be little profit in the ad- 
venture . 



(c ) At attempt to capture MIDWAY. 

This has been a Jap objective and still must 
figure in their plans. While he must know that we have im- 
proved our defenses there, he may think that his moves in the 
South Pacific have diverted sufficient forces to permit success 
on the second attempt. 

(d) Light raids on our staging points south of OAHU. 

These are always within enemy capabilities. In 
fact they are easily possible as a diversion now. 
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October 3rd Cont*d . 

The central pacific was quiet. The BBs of TP 1 are 
at sea off OAHU for training and will return to PEABL tomorrow. 



No changes of enemy deployments were noted, 
October Uth , 



W 



So far as is known TF 17 did not attack shipping in the 
BUIN area today as planned. Bad weather may oe the reason. The 
COPAHEE will fly in reinforcements of VFs to GUADALCATJAL during 
the coming week. The enemy continues to land reinforcements at 
GUADALCANAL during the night from destroyers. It is not known 
here why our surface forces have been unable to break this up. 



In his 2 part 050211 General MacArthur explains his 
need for a minimum of 30 fleet submarines in his area. These 
cannot be supplied by Cincpac without severe reduction of patrols 
off JAPAN. 

The occupation of the PRI3IL0FS was completed. Midget 
subs on a marine railway were seen at KISKA. 



As the old BBs of TF 1 urgently require modernization, 
Gincpac will recommend a program to start in the near future. 
Among other things, the removal of the 5”/51 battery, conning 
tower, and boat cranes is to be accomnlished. 



There are no changes noted in enemy deoloyments, 
October 5th. 









Admiral Nlmltz returned from his inspection trip in the 
South Pacific, In general he feels that the situation is favorable. 

_ He desires continual pressure on the Japs to prevent them from 
thinking of adventures in other areas and to prevent them from 
getting set to re-capture the Southern SOLOMONS. There are quite 
a few rough soots in the South Pacific set up. The expeditious 
handlying of supplies is the greatest need at the present. 
Communications are poor, - the Japs have not yet been prevented 
from landing troops on GUADALCANAL. This later fault may be 
corrected by Admiral Scott when he arrives in the area (see 
Comsopac 051202 pink for operations of CTP 64) 



No word has been received regarding the planned attack 
on the shipping in the BUIN-PAISI area by TP 17. The weather may 
have prevented air operations. Reports of that area indicate that 
all ships left the area yesterday but returned in greater numbers 
to-day. 



Com Gen 1st Marines 032201 gives a summary of his 
activities on the 3rd, 
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October 5th (Cont*t) 



It seems probable that our occupation of PUNAPUTI has 
been discovered by the enemy as one of his 4 engine patrol 
planes was sighted from there. 

CTP-8 052030 gives the results of an Army bombing of 
KISKA on the 3rd. In the ALEUTIANS the CALDWELL was damaged in 
a collision with the SPICA and will have to be docked. 



There is no new of Jap deplojrments . 
October 6th. 









At his regular morning conference, which was attended 
by General Emmons and Vice Admirals Halsey, Leary and Calhoun, 

Admiral Nimltz recounted his visit to the South Pacific in con- 
siderable detail. The Jlst of the remarks was to the effect 
that the general situation is not bad and the many difficulties 
are being overcome gradually. 

shi'fis io/Sc-S 

Comsopac 070306 pink i^e^uests one army regiment, for 
use at GUADALCANAL. He also expresses his desire to increase 
the army garrison at ESPIRITU SANTO to strength of one infantry 
regiment. 



Comlnch 062000 questions the employment of VP at 
CHRISTMAS, TONGATABU and CANTON. Cincpac believes that plenty 
of VPs should be in advanced areas. 

Comsopac 051226 gives the stmimary for the 4th and 
CTP-17 062114 gives results of the bombing of the BUIN area. 

At that place results were modest, probably because of adverse 
weather . 



Task Porce 17 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate 
generally between NEW ZEALAND and AUSTRALIA. Thus that force 
is a running sub target and is too far south to be used offen- 
sively, The Cincpac would be pleased to see that force at 
anchor in ESPIRITU SANTO lintll needed for further offensive 
operations . 

Task Porce 64 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate 
to the south and east of GUADALCANAL. As it has the job of 
breaking up the enemy landings at GUADALCANAL, it looks like 
it is poorly placed. A better initial position would be gen- 
erally to the westward of GUADALCAN,^ L , 



The ALHENA arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO where an examin- 
ation of her damage is being made. This again demonstrates 
the need of salvage vessels in the active areas. 



CTP-8 reports an unsuccessful 
north of KISKA by three B-24s. 



attack on a freighter 

1080 
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October 6th (Cont’d) 




Continued lack of information regarding enemy moves 
because of call sign changes makes it difficult to make good 
predictions regarding the timing of enemy moves. However, 
there is nothing to indicate that he has abandoned the idea 
of recapturing the Southern SOLOMONS as soon as possible. 

October 7. 




The day was generally quiet. In the South Pacific 
the usual movementj of cruisers and destroyers were sighted by 
our search planes in the Central and North SOLOMONS Area. 
Admiral Ghormley's 061410 summarizes the 5th and 6th of October. 

The query concerning the uses of fighters in rear 
positions which was made by Cominch is partially answered by 
Comsopac 081229 pink and Clncpac 080333 pink. 

CTF-17 does not believe his ships were sighted on his 
recent trip to bomb the BUIN area. 

An examination of the ALHENA shows that she will re- 
quire docking. 

TF-8 072025 gives the results of bombing KISKA on the 
6th. Results were minor. 



Call sign recoveries still do not permit traffic 
analysis. This condition may improve during the next month. 
As long as this condition continues we will not expect much 
from RI. 
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Comsopac 0 815 26 gives the surainary in his area for 
the 7th. The daily arrival of troop carrying destroyers at 
GUADALCANAL continues in spite of our air attacks. During 
the afternoon of the 7th one CA was reported hit by one 
bomb and one torpedo. The repeated movement of enemy light 
vessels into range of our shore based air despite recent 
damage is an Indication of the determination of the enemy 
to land troops and supplies on GUADALCANAL. Large numbers 
of cruisers, destroyers, and auxiliaries in the SHORTLANDS 
area show that place as the advanced jump off point. TF-64 
is not yet in position to Intercept these approaching ships. 

Rear Admiral Turner will command an expedition to 
land an Army regiment at GUADALCANAL and is scheduled to 
arrive there the 13th. TF-61, 63 and 64 will cover the move. 

On the 15th the VIREO, JAMESTOWN, a MTB division will arrive 
and be stationed in the TULAGI area. 

TF-1 continues at PEARL, conducting training off 
OAHU and prepared to repel landings in the HAWAIIAN area. 
TF-16 is preparing to sail for the South Pacific on about 
the 16th, 



TF-8 is quiet. It has been suggested to Comlnch 
that the LOUISVILLE of that force be sent to the Southwest 
Pacific to replace the CHICAGO. 

Traffic analysis of the enemy is still not possible. 
However, sightings in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Area shows 
the presence of a good number of cruisers, destroyers, trans- 
ports, freighters and miscellaneous smaller types. The major 
units are not located by any means, but 4 BB and 3 CVs with 
screening vessels are believed in the TRUK - RABAUL general 
area , 

October 9 

Comsopac 071246 gives a summary of operations. These 
are new two days late, but intercepts here keep us well informed 
The pressure by air attacks on the enemy shipping in the central 
SOLOMONS continues with gratifying results. However, the in- 
ability of our surface groups to intercept the enemy apnroach- 
ing GUADALCANAL is disappointing. It is hoped that MTBs arriv- 
ing in the area the 12th or 13th will be able to get in some 
attacks. 



’ The CHICAGO v/ill be renlaced by a GA from the Pacific 
Fleet. 

The Commandant, Marine Corns, will send 20 officers 
and 1000 recruits monthly to SATIOA to nrovide replacements in 
the South Pacific, 1 noo 
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Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

I’LAGSHII’ OF THK COMMA.NDEU IN CHIEF 

October 10, 194£ 



MSMORAITOUM FOR WAH PLANS: 



Subject: Suggested Changes in Air Strength — Alaska, 

1, The Army (ELEVEIPTH Air Force) now have in 

Alaska: 

146 Fighters 

50 Medium bombers (including 22 attached from 

R.C.A.F. ) 

28 H eavy bombers 
224 Total 

As components of the BLEVSNIH Air Force these aircraft are not 
within the Jurisdiction of CinOPao, Aside from this fact, however, 
the present strength can certainly not be called a generous pro- 
vision to resist sudden attack or to maintain present scale of 
effort against the enemy. 

2. The area of Alaska is provided with a fairly adequate 
airways system permitting the ready transfer of all types of air- 
craft throughout the area. This has the effect of reducing the 
over-all total required to maintain an adequate defense. Unless 

and until some important change occurs in the strategic situation.-A^*-*.-^ 
it is recommended that the present Array air strength be maintained. 

3, The Navy now has in Alaska a total of 

• 12 F4F-4 Fighters (ex-COPAHSE) 

35 PBY-5 and PBY-5A Patrol Planes (PatWing 4) 

These latter comprise 4 squadrons of which it is the indicated 
intention of ComPatWing to return one squadron to the West 
Coast during the bad winter weather period beginning about 
1 November. 

4. Again considering the importance of the area, 
it is considered decidedly unwise to reduce the patrol plane 
strength available there. In the event of a thr^t fjom the 
westward the Defense Forces would undoubtedly rely ’^rapletely 
on Navy VP planes for search operations. Dependence could not 
be properly placed on aircraft of this type, if available, being 
flown up from the West Coast after the throat had developed. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 



Subject: Suggested Changes in Air Strength — Alaska. 



5. On the other hand, the basing of carrier type 

fighters in the Alaskan Area is not justified except to aeet 
some ioDiediate urgency. That situation has long since ceased 
to exist and the Navy fighters should accordingly be returned 
to their normal employment in the carrier force at the earliest 
possible date. 



R. A. 0F3TTS 



Qirpptpni 



PROPOSED REDUCTIOIT OF NQRTtlEigl FORGE 






October 11, 1942, 






1, The Northern Force, Task Force EIGHT, was formed by '' 
direction of Comlnoh to oppose an expected enemy major attack 
af^alnst Dutch Harbor and possibly Alaska, The compooitlon and 
force commander are as assigned by Clncpac who was governed 
largely by the restriction of employing forces which had not 
been sent to the Coral Sea, 

2, Though the enemy occupied three Western Aleutians, no 
major enemy threat developed. In fact he soon reduced his sur- 
face forces to a very weak nucleus and has never been able to 
maintain aircraft of suitable types and numbers to constitute 
much of a threat. He has now abandoned ATTU and AGATTU and Is 
beaten down regularly at KISKA by strong air attacks. He Is 
deeply Involved In the South Pacific and we have every hope of 
keeping him so, 

3, Therefore there Is little llkllhood of a strong enemy 
effort In the Northern area for some time to come. Feasible 
operations of the enemy appear to be: 

(a) Air operations from KISKA employing seaplane types, 
and, if he Is able to complete a landing field, land planes, 
(The feasibility of completing a field suitable for heavy 
bombers Is very doubtful, ) 

(b) Submarine patrols off our bases and on our line of 
communications, 

(c) Cruiser raids for bombardment and against our oc»n- 
municatlons, (Destroyers might be used if fueled at KISKA.) 

(d) Mining off our bases and/or to deny unoccupied 
base sites, 

(e) Commando raids, 

4, Our air base at ADAK may bo considered to be v/ell 
established and Is held by a strong garrison (llOOO), A strong- 
ly held outnost (4000) Is being placed on TAJTAOA and another 
(about 2000) on the PRIBIIDFS, There may be a garrison and 
fighter strip on ATKA, These and the Army aircraft appear 
ample to handle the minor activities the enemy may undertake, 
with the exception of submarine and surface raider attacks on 
communications, Wp should also keep some pressure with our 
submarines on the enemy’s communications. Now that there is 
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PROPOSED REDUCTION OF NORTHS RIT FORGE 



only one terminal for enemy shipping the number of submarines 
which can be profitably employed in this way has been decreased. 
Also any defensive deplojment of submarines would have little 
chance of encountering targets. 

5. A factor not yet mentioned is the weather. This will 
have a tendency to decrease all operations, and will shortly 
prevent operation of seaplanes, 

6. This all leads to the conviction that the Northern 
Force should be reduced and perhaps abolished as such. Enemy 
submarine action is regarded as certain. Therefore A/S escorts 
must be provided, 

(a) It is considered that Rear Admiral Theobald’s 
estimate on the number required must be obtained and given full 
consideration, 

(b) The throat of surface raiders is so small that 
there is doubt whether any cruisers should be left in the area. 

If, say two, were based at PEARL they could act as effectively 
against raiders as they could from KODIAK, S'* cruisers would be 
preferred. We need the 6" for our night work against Japanese 
light forces in the GUADALCANAL area. 

(c) Navy aircraft should be reduced. 95 is studying 
this, Corapatwing POUR has recently made proposals for a rota- 
tion of squadrons, 

(d) Comsubpao will make recommendations as to submarines. 
The S-boats offer quite a problem. There are nine of them being 
rotated between DAN DIEGO and DUTCH HARBOR, They have been very 
ineffective but they may have been "pepped up" some and have not 
been able to demonstrate it because of lack of targets. In any 
case, if we remove all large submarines we would be decreasing 

our submarine strength there much more than mere numbers v/ould 
show. There is only one good submarine "beat" and that is the 
vicinity of KISKA, The S-boats ought to be able to handle it, 
but perhaps we should keep one certainly effective unit on sta- 
tion in the ALEUTIANS, With such a reduction it must be deter- 
mined whether Captain Colclough will continue to be needed, 

(e) Should the Northern Force be abolished and Rear 
Admiral Theobald bo withdrawn? I believe the regular sea fron- 
tier command set-up can handle the reduced forces. If "fleet 
opposed Invasion" status Is continued it should be made con- 
sistent with other sea frontiers - Navy control Army bombers and 
scouts; Army control the fighters. 
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October 9 (Continued) 

Ten EC2 type ships will be sent to the South Pacific 
at the rate of three per month, starting October, 

KISKA was bombed again on the 8th as shown in CTF 8 

100150 . 

No changes in enemy plans or intentions are noted to- 
day. Jap interest continues to center in the MS'// BRITAIN - y-f/ 

SOLOMONS area. ^ 

October 10. 



Shortly before midnight TF-64.2 intercepted an enemy 
force thought to contain 2 cruisers and 6 destroyers west of SAVO 
Island. Reslults are not in yet. During the day the Japs made 
strong but harmless bombing attacks on GUADALCANAL. Their plane 
losses were roughly the ratio 4 to 1 of ours. Our Marines now 
have their battle position on the west of the MATANIKAU river. 

The operations for the 8th and 9th are summarized by 
ComSoPac in his 091316. His 111314 states that the situation will 
permit him to give a fixed policy in the assignment of troops. 

He also has a shortage of communication personnel in his area and 
requests CinCPac to supply deficiencies. 

Acorn One has been assigned to NDENI and Acorn Two to 
ESPIRITU SANTO. 

The AMBER JACK sank the No. 3 TONAU MARU (whale factory 
ship) in KAVIENG Harbor. As a result of DI the AMBERJACK was 
also ordered to intercept an AK enroute PONAPE. The AK was sunk. 

The ZUIiCAKU, escorted by one cruiser and one destroyer, 
was sighted by one of our submarines to the northwest of TRUK 
and heading tov/ard that place. 

In the SW Pacific the Japs are trying to evacuate re- 
maining troops at MILNE in submarines. Also, there is reported 
a serious lack of torpedoes in that area and the submarines are 
now being sent on mining missions. 

C.G. SAMOA has inspected P’UNAFUTI and finds that the 
defenses are coming along fine and that preparations are going 
ahead to construct a landing strip. 

The North Pacific was quiet. Admiral Theobald com- 
plains that air bombs supplied to him are poor. He reports that 
three hits on ships at KISKA last month v/ere duds. 
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October 10 (Continued). 



The Japs continue to suffer losses and damage from 
our air attacks in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Area, but in spite 
of that indications continue of preparations for an assault on 
GUADALCANAL in the near future. The sighting of the ZUIKAKU 
confirms the belief that she made a trip home. 



October 11. 



The results of the engagement between Task Force 64.2 
off SAVO Island yesterday are not known completely today. It 
appears that the DUNCAN was sunk, the BOISE severely damaged, 
the other cruiser^g jD^^i^tly damaged. The enemy may have lost 
four DD and one CA damped. During the following daylight 
period our air froin GUADALCANAL may have sunk one cruiser, and 
damaged two destroyers. TF-64.2 is retiring to ESPIRITU SANTO. 

Comsopac 101946 summarizes the activities of his area 
for the 9th and 10th. There were no important developments 
reported. 



Comsopac 111006 and Cincpac 120329 comment on amphib- 
ious training in the South Pacific. 

As the situation has now changed materially in the 
Pacific Ocean Areas, and especially in the North Pacific, con- 
sideration is being given to a reduction of TF-8. Attached is 
the whole story. CTF-8 111930 amplifies the report of the 
bombing of KISKA on the 9th. Army bombing was very poor in 
spite of favorable circumstances. The HALIBUT ran into what 
he reports as a decoy (a maru type, guns, 2000 tons) 50 miles 
no a nth "Of Island. His torpedo attack v/as not successful. 

PTTT ^ 

The CALIFORNIA left PEARL for BREMERTON yesterday. 

The WEST VIRGINIA will follow in about a month. The NYPS 
thinks they can put these ships in service after 5-| months 
overhaul . 



There are some indications that the Japs have under- 
estimated our strength in the SOLOMONS, and are now gathering 
considerably more army strength from the PHILIPPINES and the 
NEI. In this case they would not attempt an all out attack 
for some time. Meanwhile our attrition successes are bound 
to effect seriously any plans they may have. In any event we 
feel quite sure that Japan is so deeply committed in the *^outh 
Pacific that they cannot undertake any major adventures in any 
other area. 
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October 12 



Fragmentary reports do not permit accurate assessment 



of the damage inflicted on the enemy intercepted by Rear Admiral 
■'Scott's Force in the 2nd battle of SAVO I^LAI'ID, The estimate to- 
day is one cruiser sunk:, one cruiser damaged, four destroyers 
sunk or damaged, small transport probably sunk. Our damage was 
DUNCAN sunk; BOISE badly damaged; HELENA, SALT LAKE CITY and 
FARENHOLT slightly damaged. 



CANAL in the early morning and was able to unload the transports 
and depart in the evening. He was interrupted by two air raids, 
and shelling from enemy shore positions on his ships and our shore 
positions. No damage was done to ships but the CUADALCiiNAL air- 
field was damaged by bombs to the extent that heavy bombers could 
use it only in emergency. Toward midnight enemy ships commenced 
a bombardment of the Marine position. 



TF 17 was evidently sighted West of llENNEL ISLAND and 
reported by the enemy. The Y/ASHINGTON group Northwest of SAN 
CRISTOBAL was sighted and reported also. 



ification of his status resulting from General Marshall’s order 
to C.G. Hawaii to stop the move of the second group of B-17s from 
HAWAII to the South Pacific. A follow up was sent. 



CTF 8 122010. The new Army garrisons in the ALEUTIANS and PRIBILOFS 
are shown in CTF 8 122234. We now find that the Army plans an 
airfield on St, PAUL ISLAND. Cincpac 130139 crystalizes views 
here on a reduction of TF 8. 



BUIN-FAISI area. There continues to be no doubt in the mind of 
Cincpac that the enemy is proceeding along the lines shown in 
the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities dated October 1, 1942. 



landed to the eastward of our main position on GUADALCANAL and 
successfully attacked small enemy outposts. Also on that day 
our CACTUS planes (l) bombed 3 DD badly damaging one, (2) attacked 
a CA getting one torpedo hit, (3) again attacked the same CA and 
2 screening DDs causing the CA to be abandoned and badly damaging 
one DD . 



Rear Admiral Turner brought one Army regiment to GUADAL- 



Comsopac 121316 gives the summary for his area 



Corainch has not yet renlied to Cincpac request for clar- 



KISKA was bombed on both the 10th and 11th as renorted in 



A large concentration of enemy ships is reported in the 




October 13 



On the 11th (local date) a marine battalion from TULAGI 
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October 13th (Continued) 



On the 12th local B-iVs bombed BUKA causing minor damage. 
Again on the 13th (local) B-17s bombed the BUKA airfield and 
attacked shipping in the BUIN harbor. Of the 36 vessels reported 
in that vicinity one AK v/as damaged. All of theses vessels were 
seen still there the n^xt morning by a coastwatcher and included 

2 CA, 3 CL, 10 DD, 1 AV. 

The heavy gunfire on GUADALCANAL noted yesterday continued 
for 70 minutes during the night 13-14th local causing very heavy 
damage to planes on the field. During the middle of the day there 
were two bombing attacks on the airfield causing additional damage, 
but the field was in service for all but the biggest planes. 

T6r 62 . wa s enroute GUADALCANAL with supplies including 
avgas. IHie to approaching enemy the AKs were turned back and the 
VIREO towing PAB barges loaded with avgas and escorted by the 
MEREDITH was ordered to continue to GUADALCANAL. The McFARLAND 
was also ordered to bring in a deck load of avgas. 

During the morning search planes discovered three enemy 
forces. One consisting of 6 AP, 1 CL, 7 DD and covered by 1 BB, 

3 CL, 4 DD was tracked along the east coast of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND 
and heading for GUADALCANAL. Six B-l7s attacked this force in 

the late afternoon. The^se^nd force about 400 miles N.E. of 
GUADALCANAL, and on sou«¥%«^y courses consisted of carriers es- 
corted by BBs, CAs, and DDs . That force was not sighted again 
during the day. A third force consisting of cruisers and DDs 
apparently scouting in advance of the carrier group was sighted 
during the morning about 225 miles northeast of GUADALCANAL. 

As a result of these sightings Comsopac ordered: TF-64 

(SAN FRANCISCO, CHESTER, HELENA, LANSDCWNE, LARDNER, McCALLA, 
BUCHANAN, AARON WARD, LAFFEY) to proceed toward GUADALCANAL 
(got underway daybreack 15th local); TF-17 to proceed tov/ard 
GUADALCANAL as soon as fuel permits; TF-17. 8 proceed ESPIRITU 
SANTOS for fuel and report readiness to depart. 

The above indicates that the enemy has commenced his 
major offensive. Because our surface forces need fuel, our 
lack of adequate avgas at GUADALCANAL (to be flov/n in), and 
recent heavy loss of planes, our position is not favorable to 
prevent a major enemy landing. Planes left are^ 3BD, 4 P-400, 

2 P-39; 10 SBDs were flown in during the afternoon. 

A vH 

The positions of our forces in the area hak^been discovered 
by the enemy. 

The TROUT reports that she got tv;o hits on the OTAKA on 
September 28th in the TRUK area. 

The ACHILLES and LEANDER are to go to ENGLAl'ID for a 4^ 
months refit. 
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October 15th (Continued) 

Cominch 132000 indicates that there will soon be an 
agreement on the use of Army airplanes in the Pacific Ocean 
areas. 73— 11-^ , 

TF-IG is at sea off OAPiU training and will probably de- 
part for the South Pacific on the 16th. TF-1 continues train- 
ing and readiness for PEARL. 



CTF-8 140230 pink recommends withdrawal of TF-8 from the 
North Pacific about November 1st and turning over the job to 
Comnorwest seafront . 




October lAth 

After midnight an enemy force commenced shelling our 
position on GUADALCANAL heavily. Damage done was not reoorted. 
During night the six enemy transoorts started landing to* the 
westward of our position. The landing was covered by*-^ BB g r ou p 
west of SAVO and screened by cruisers and destroyers. During 
the morning search the CV striking force seen yesterday was 
located Northeast of SAIT CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 

During the morning a group of^B-iys attacked the trans- 
ports and ships at GUADALCANAL setting three on fire so badly 
that they were beached, and hitting a BB. 

As the day ended all enemy forces in the GUADALCANAL area 
were retiring. The CV group moves are not clear and may be 
moving on ESPIRITU SANTO. 

TF 17 was probably fueling during the day and may be in 
a position to strike tomorrow. TF 17.8 fueled at ESPIRITU S/dTTO 
and departed at 8 p.m. (local) to rendezvous with TF 64, where 
the forces will merge as TF 64 under Rear Admiral Lee. Comsopac 
150212. This force cannot get to the GUADALCANAL area before 
day after tomorrow. Because of a possible enemy raid, all ship- 
ping at ESPIRITU SANTO got underway toward the South. 

The gasoline situation at GUADALCANAL continues critical. 

The VIREO towing a PAB barge, and screened by the MEREDITH, can 
arrive there tomorrow morning. 

Motor torpedo boats attacked the DDs protecting the enemy 
APs at GUADALCANAL. Roeul te' were— observed . ^ 

A submarine shelled ESPIRITU SANTO last night. 

Our AKs which were turned back from the TULAGI area yes- 
terday were bombed but not damaged. 
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October 14th (Continued) 




Corasopac 1502i(.6 feels that he needs another Amy division 
for present operations. Gincpac concurs. 

Our cruiser action in the GILBERTS (PORTLAND and SAN ,TUAN) 
caused the Japs some uneasy inonents. Results have not been re- 
ported. 



Highest quarters would be pleased to have T\ISKA shelled 
by our old BBs. (Cominoh U1325). CTF 8 151025, in answer to a 
query on the operation from Gincpac, states that it is feasible. 




The Japanese may be expected to reorganize their forces 
during the next few days. There is no indication that they have 
abandoned their efforts to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS', or . 
that they are planning anything in other areas. 

October 15th 

The days reports indicate that the enemy nov; has two ma jor ^ 
forces in the South Pacific. In the central and northern SOLOMONS 
forces are: 

Off NE BOUGAIIWILLE ISLAl^: 

1 BB, 2 CA, 2 DD, 1 AV. 



At BUKA: 

2 CA, 2 CL, 8 DD, 3 AV, 



10 auxiliaries 



At BUIN - FAISI: 

3 BB, 2 CV, 3 CA, 5 CL, 



10 DD, 14 auxiliaries 





o 



Along the l65th meridian (east) as far south as 11-00 S: 

2 BB, 1 CV, 17 cruisers and destroyers. 

In view of the above enemy deployment TF 64 was ordered 
to operate generally South of Lat 11-45 S. Cornsopac 160812. He 
is also sending two DDs to bombard enemy at GUADALCANAL (his 
160722). Cornsopac has aslced that the vessels in the BUIN-FAISI 
area be attacked by SVfPac air, which General Mac^Vrthur promises to 
do. Cornsopac 160032 orders TF I7 to operate to eastward of SSPIRITU 
SAOTO, Cornsopac I604AO considers his present forces inadequate 
for his tasks. 

There is some indication that the LUNGA area may have 
been mined by the enemy on the 12th (local). 

The HOVEY reports capturing 4 officers and 70 men, survivors 
of the 2nd Battle of SAVO. Preliminary statements of these prisoners 
are not credj|rable. 
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October 15th (Continued) 

Comalrsopac 150921 gives the critical situation at GUADALCANAL. 
Comgen 1st IvIarDiv 160005 describes action on yesterday; and his 
160035 tells of enemy land concentrations. Also his 160025 tells 
of needs to relieve his present situation. He requests 1 battery 
of 155 mm guns be sent to him as soon as possible. 

Air strength at GUADALCANAL was increased today by 7 SBD and 
four R4D1 . The shortage of planes and gasoline there now will 
almost preclude offensive action. 

It now appears that v/e are unable to control the sea area 
in the GUADALCANAL area. Thus our supply of the positions will 
only be done at great expense to us. The situation is not hope- 
less, but it is certainly critical. 

The McFarland did a splendid piece of work in delivering 
gasoline and ammunition to GUADALCANAL today. As she was about 
to leave she received a bomb hit on her stern which knocked out 
her steering gear. It now seems probable that the MEREDITH was 
lost and the VIREC towing avgas to GUADALCANAL was damaged by 
enemy al r . 

Comlnch 152125 describes APHs . They are not hospital 
ships under the Geneva Conventions. Com 12 151744 tells of send- 
ing EC2 ships to Sopac. 

CTP 8 152050 describes a bombing attack on KISKA the 14th. 
Results v/ere minor. 

Cincpac 160455 pink does not recommend use of B3s to shell 



There is no doubt now that Japs are making an all out effort 
in the SOLOMONS, e ' ' ' f their Navy. 



October l6th 

Just as the McFARLAND was ready to leave GUADA.LCANAL in the 
evening she was hit by a bomb on the stern. 350 drums of avgas in 
a barge alongside was also exploded. About 20000 gals, reached the 
shore. V/hile enroute GUADALCANAL tov/ing a barge with 2000 drums 
avgas the VIREO was damaged by an air attack and unable to continue 
the tow. The MEREDITH, escorting, is unreported and suspected miss- 
ing. The the acute avgas shortage continues. The HOVEY and SOUTHARD 
are scheduled to arrive with deck loads of avgas on the 19th local. 
There is also a critical shortage of bombs - which may have to be 
flovm in. The AI.i3ERJACK is now enroute ESPIRITU SANTO to be fitted 
to carry gas. 

During the night the Marines at GUADALCA!IAL were shelled by 
cruiser or a destroyer. The results of our bombardment of enemy 



KISKA 
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October l6th (Gontinued) 
positions by 2 DDs is not yet known. 

Sopac 151346 gives his summary for the Hth and 15th, and 
his 161326 suramarlzes the situation to the l6th local. 

Comairsopac I62138 describes air needs for his command and 
Gomsopac I7123O gives what he considers necessary to reinforce his 
position. 

The New Zealand Army has agreed to garrison BLEAGIiER and will 
have a reinforced KH/I ready about November 7th. 

The lELLATRIX arrived at ESPIRITN SANTO and reports some damage 
from an air attack two days ago, which also forced her to cast a 
PAB barge adrift. 

Gomsopac I6OIO6 deals with the relief of the 4th defense bat- 
talion with the 9th at EFATE. 

It has been decided to send about 50 Army fighters from the 
Central Pacific area to the South Pacific in the immediate future. 

Gomsopac 170800 is a nronosal for the employment of submarines 
to supnort Sopac current operations. Two Pacific Fleet subs will 
be sent to Oeneral MacArthur to assist his coverage of the SHCRTLAJJDS- 
FAISI area. 

Gincpac 162221 proposes a reduction of TF 8 forces in ALASivA. 
Cominch approves an immediate reduction of the cruisers to two. 

This will permit reinforcement to Sopac. CTF 8 reports that 3 3-26’ s 
got hits on a ship in GERTRUDE COVE, KI55KA. Also that Array bombers 
probably sank one DD and damaged another ,just north of EISKA. 

The deployment of the .Tap forces in the South Pacific is un- 
certain. Some forces have left the BUIN area and the GV striking 
force thought north of NDSNI is unreported. 
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October 17th . 

The Admiral's conference this morning was attended 
by General Emmons and Rear Admiral Bagley. These officers 
v/ere brought up to date on the situation in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas . 



The day in the South Pacific is summarized in 
Comsopac 171536. 

Our DDs, previously mentioned , report having fired 
1000 rounds per ship into the Jap positions at GUADALCANAL. 
Also, during thftTday TP17 planes attacked the same positions 
Incessantly. REKATA was also attacked by TF17 planes, Admiral 
Nimitz will urge Comsopac to repeat the bombardment daily when 
feasible. 



The Japs launched what must be to them a very dis- 
appointing air attack on GUADALCANAL today. Of the 14 bombers 
attacking, 8 were shot down by our fighters and 6 v/ere shot down 
by AA. 



A total of 50 Army fighters will be sent to the 
Sopac from the Central Pacific. 25 were ordered sent by General 
Marshall and 25 v/111 be sent by Cincpac. 

The VIREO will be towed to port and her barge will 
be towed to GUADALCANAL by the SEMINOLE arriving the 19th local. 

Comsopac is flylnK emergency gas and ammunition to 

GUADALCANAL . 



It seems most probable that T'^64 v/as seen by the 

enemy today. 



The SAN JUAN reports sinking two small Jap patrol 
boats when retiring from their raid on the GILBERTS and the 
patrol lines to the Soxith. Two officers and 14 men v/ere cap- 
ture. ’Ve v/111 continue to raid that l-’ne with our ships en- 
route to and from the Sopac . 

The SWPac bombers are having much better success 
in bombing enemy ships in the SOLOMONS and NKY BRITAIN. 

TP16 is enroute to the South Pacific via a point 
to the westward of PUNAPUTI where it will fuel. 

Two fleet subs from PEARL may be sent to operate 
under General McArthur in the near future in order to provide 
denser coverage of the SHORTLAND - PAISI area. 

The position of the main enemy forces in the South 
Pacific is obscure. It is not thouaht, however, that they have , 
withdrawn from the general area. ' 
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Comsopac lf^l350 pink. Vice Admiral IlalF.ey relieved Vice 
Admiral Ghomley as Commander South Pacific Force and South Pacific 
Area. On the evening of the 15th Admiral Nimitz conferred v/ith 
members of his staff concerning relieving Admiral Ghormley. It 
was felt that Admiral Ghormley has not been successful for several 
reasons and that the critical situation there requires a more ag- 
gressive Commander. The following morning, after having received 
authority from Admiral King to make the change, a decision was 
made to e:^ect^ the chanfre upon the arrival of Admiral Halsey who 
was enroute'i'by *^ir . Rear Admiral Kinkaid will thus .retain com- 
mand of TF 16. See. Cii^cpcc- it n,Hr f k; 

The G.G. Hawaiian Department has been directed by General 
Marshall (October l6th) to select one infantry division from his 
command for movement to the South or Sfi Pacific and to report 
earliest date of readiness of the first regimental combat team. 

Also General Marshall prefers General Collins as division com- 
mander as General Pennel is too old. Early replacement this 
division will not be possiole. 

The Sopac situation to the IBth was summarized in Comso- 
pac I81426. Generally the day (19th local) was quiet. There were 
no contacts ashore on GUADiOLCAIJAL reported. V/hile 40 vessels were 
sighted in the SHORTHANDS area, the location of major enemy units 
was in doubt. 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers were reported enroute 
to attack GUADALCANAL and CTF 64 was ordered to intercept. How- 
ever, he was fueling V/est of ESPIRITU SAi^TO and was unaale to 
comnlv. The SOUTHARD delivered almost 10,000 gallons avgas to 
GTTADALC-ANAL. The SEMINOLE towed the VIRSO bar^^e with 2000 drums 
of avgas aboard into the area but went to TULAGI because of the 
approaching enemy. No bombardment was renorted last night, but 
some troops and sunnlies may have been landed. Apparently the 
VIREO was abandoned by her crew because of fear of an air attack. 
The crew embarked on the MEREDITH which was sunk by aerial tor- 
pedoes and bombs shortly thereafter. The abandoning of the VIRSO 
is not understood. It looks like a disgraceful procedure, TF 64 
• cpnMnues to be trailed by enemy planes. RENNEL and SAVO ISLANDS 
"-'‘^it^^ccupied by small enemy garrisons. 

The S'V Pacific air sent 22 3-17’ s to bomb the enemy in 
the SHORTHANDS area. Results were minor. The SCULPIN reported 
sinking two tankers on the ISth. 

CTF 64 estimates that in the second battle of SAVO he 
sank 3 CA, 4 DD, and nossloly 1 CL and one more DD, These figures 
seem high because of the number of cruisers and destroyers seen 
and attacked by planes the following day. 

The P0RTL.AND reports engaging two DDs and two marus in her 
raid of the GILBERTS. No sinkings were reported. The attacks 
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October 18th (Continued) 



were not pressed home because of fear of air attack. 

The Army in Washins;ton has anproved Admiral Ilimitz's 
orders to send 25 P-39's from GHPISTOIAS to the Couth Pacific. 



TF 1 has been ordered to prepare a plan to bombard WAKE 
at an early date - the date dependent upon availability of 1 XA¥ 
and 1 GL(AA) to be added to the bombardment group. 



Cincpac 1S2359 urges that the 9th defense battalion be 
sent directly to G-UADALGANAL instead of relieving the 4th at SPATE. 

GTF 8 gives the minor results of a bombing of KISKA on 
the 17th. Gominch has approved the immediate reduction to two 
of TF 8 cruisers but reserves decision on withdrawal of other 
forces and of Rear Admiral Theobald. The Army plans to increase 
the garrisons at ADAK and TANAGA to 15000 and 5000 respectively. 



There are no changes noted in enemy deployments. 
October 19th 




Sopac operations to the 20th are summarized in his I 91256 . 

About 9 p.ra. local the CHESTER was torpedoed South of SAN 
CRISTOBAL. She reports being without power and a tug and DD es- 
corts were provided. 

GTF 64 sent part of his force to HSPIRITU SANTO to fuel, 
and the remainder will fuel there in the next few days. GTF 17 
is operating to the East of EPPIRITU SANTO. TF I 6 is enroute 
South. 

In his 191954 Cominch directed Gorasowestpac to nlace and 
maintain 12 fleet subs under operational control of Corasonac. Also 
in his 201540 he desires Cincpac to reinforce Sopac submarines. 

There were two air raids on GTTADALC.ANAL. Of the 30 zeros 
and 16 bombers involved 7 zeros and 2 bombers were shot down. We 
lost two pilots. 

The O’BRIEN broke in two and sank today while enroute 
PEARL for renairs, after being torpedoed last month. 

'While the supply of avgas and )ombs to GUADALCATTAL is still 
critical, enough is oeint-- sent in to permit operations to continue. 
The A^’BSRJACK will arrive with a small cargo of gas on the 25 th. 

The 12 B-17’s for the Sopac have left OAHTJ. This brings 
the total transferred recently up to 24. Also from OAHU was the 
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October IQth (Continued) 

first of the 19th bombardment frroup (B-24’s) ^oing to AUSTRALIA. 

In the BUIN area yesterday were at least 1 B3, 1 AV, 

8 cruisers, 8 DD, 8 AK*s, At RABAUL were 34 lar<?e vessels and 
22 of medium size. In that group v;as 1 CV and 1 AV. Thus we now 
have the nosition of most strenf'th in the area except it is 
probable that 3 BBs, 2 CV, with usual flotilla are somenlace in 
the general TRUK-TIABATIL area. 

Vw> 

October 20th 



Sopac operations for the 20th are summarized in his 

201321. 



The CHESTER is making 6 knots under own steam and at 
that rate should arrive at ESPIRITU SANTO day after tomorrow. 

Coraair ONE 200407 indicates the shortage of planes at 
GUADALCANAL. The rate of attrition there is extremely high. 

Much damage to planes was caused by recent enemy shelling. 

Yesterday the Marines repulsed a minor attempt to cross 
the I.IATAITIKAU RIVER. 

Cincpac 202215 and 202309 describe a plan to send 12 
Pac Fleet subs to the Sopac. This is an emergency move to pro- 
vide dense coverage in the active area, and complies with Cominch 
desire noted yesterday, 

RENNELL ISLAND is not occunied by the -Japs, 

The Fighting French High Commissioner has left NOUMEA 
for good^ i a- tho QT> ir n i O ' H. of -^ omo op a e. ^ 

The GROUPER returning from natrol in the EAST CHINA SEA 
reports sinking 12,000 tons of marus (2 shins). 

The very large concentration of Jan ships at PA3AUL ap- 
parently continues. Photos do not show a CV there as reported 
yesterday. There is very good indication that the Japs are hav- 
ing to slow up their plans for an attack in force on GUADALCANAL 
because of large attrition losses. 

Cincpac nointed out to Cominch that now is a golden 
opportunity for the British Eastern "^leet to take action on the 
Jap west flank. 
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October 21st 







Vice Admiral Halsey wi 11 move ashore at NOTn-ISLl occupy- 
inp; certain buildings vacated by the Fighting FrA®<3d£u High Com- 
missioner. Gominch annroves talcing over this French property as 
a military necessity (his 211540 pink). 

Gominch concurs in Cincpac nroposal for Hritish action 
(Gominch 211400 pink) and passed the message along to the Admiralty. 

In a 3 part ( 211630 ) Gominch gives the present plan for 
Army and Navy air support to the Sopac operations. 

TF 16 and TF 17 will ioin as TF 6l under Rear Admiral 
Kinkaid at 0300 OGT October 24th and make a sweep around north 
SANTA CRUZ IPLAN’DS, thence southwesterly east of SAN CRISTOBAL to 
the Coral Sea area in position to intercept enemy forces . approach- 
ing our positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

The INDIANA, COLUMBIA, DeHAVEN, and SAURLEY have been 
ordered to the Pacific Fleet and v/ill depart Atlantic ports for 
the Canal Zone no later than November 10th. 

Gominch 211631 pink summarizes the MTB situation in the 

Pacific. 

Comsopac 210517 tells of needs of a major supply base 
at NOTJIvffiA. Goraairsopac 212300 tells of needs of VF planes in 
the forward areas. 

There is a shortage of Marines in the STRAY/ area and at 

FUNAFUTI. 

The 25th Army Division at OAHU has been ordered to move 
to the South or S'/.H^ac starting November 15. 

The PORTER sighted an enemy merchant type vessel of aoout 
5,000 tons, anparently armed with several guns, 4" or larger, near 
the GILBERT INLANDS. In an engafl:ement vi^hich followed the PORTER 
fired about 1200 rounds without sinkinfr the vessel. No damage was 
done to the "SORTER. 

Gominch has approved the withdrawal of the COPAHEE VF 
souadron from ALASKA and cancelled the directive to maintain one ^ 
fighter division in ALASKA. 
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Gomsopac2^2246 summarizes operations in his area. The 
use of tanks and small artillery by the enemy on GUADALCANAL in- 
dicates the ability of the Japs to land good sized weip:hts. There 
have been indications of towing lighters to GUADALGAIIAL by destroyers. 

PBYs attacked shipping in the 3H0RTLAND area early in the 
morning. Although one plane reported a torpedo hit, DI indicates 
no damage. 



A search plane reported sighting an enemy task force about 
350 miles NE of liALAITA about 10 in the morning (local). This was 
indicated to be a CV striking force on southerly courses. The search 
kept the force fairly well under observation during the day. Dur- 
ing the following night a search plane reported making radar contact 
in that general vicinity. One hour later the same plane reported 9 
ships, of which one was believed to be a C7, and that he dropped his 
torpedo but failed to get a hit. V/hen last observed the force was 
reported on course 260 speed 20 - which would permit it to be in a 
fly off position for GUADALCAIJAL next daylight'. This is the first 
time in several days that we have been able to get much light on 
Jap deployments. The RABAUL and SHORTLANDS areas continued to be 
well filled with Jap ships, most of which were auxiliaries. The 
(Combined total in those areas was 93 vessels. From all indications 
the enemy seems about ready to start his long expected all out at- 
tack on GUADALGANAL. The next three or four days are critical. 

GTJADALGA.NAL reported three flights of planes coming in 
from the northwest during the middle of the day but no report of 
bombing was received. 

Gomairsopac welcomes the Army P-39’s but points out that 
if they are not the riTTG series they are no good as fighters but 
excellent for ground strafing. Uhile the flow of planes to the 
area cannot be considered satisfactory, it is improving. In the 
GUADALGAIIAL area there is enough avgas (over 100,000 gals) to keep 
General Geiger’s planes filled, there is not enough to operate 
B-17’s; nor is there any immediate prospect of so doing. Avgas 
and ammunition still arrives there in driblets. 

A crew was put on the VIREO. That ship, with PAB //6 in 
tow, is now enroute EBPIRITU SANTO. 

TF 6l^ will hardly be in a position to intercept enemy forces 
in the SOLOIIONS before late afternoon of the 25th local. TF 64 
could be off GUADALGANAL on the 25th. Thus, should the enemy strike 
tomorrow air and submarines will be the only opposition. 



Comamphibforsopac 210956 gives information from prisoners 
on the 2nd Battle of SAVO. General DeGaulle has fully agreed to 
the assignment of necessary buildings at N0UI.IEA to Gorasopac. Gover- 
nor Monchamps was authorized to negotiate any other matters with 
Gomsopac. In a verj’- cordial conversation with Gomnaveu he empha- 
sized his desire for full cooperation with U. G. About time. 






(Continued on next page) 
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October 22 nd. (Continued) 

Tt is possible that the poor shootin#^ reported yesterday 
and attributed to the PORTSR was done by Condesron Tv'/O in the MORIHS, 

TF 1 continues at PEARL engaged in training and upkeep 
while being prepared to repel landing attempts in the Hawaiian Area, 

In the ALETTTIAN 9 enemy submarines were active. One fired 
torpedoes at the DOLPHIN which missed. The S -32 reports hitting 
2 AKs with torpedoes in the vicinity of PAR/J.^TJoHIRO and claims 
one probably sunk and one damaged. The cruisers of TF 8 completed 
a 10 day sweep as far west as ATTU. Results were negative, Cinc- 
pac 222129 requests Oominch apnroval to exchange the DETROIT and 
RALEIGH for cruisers of TF 8 . 

r<\aM.Y 

7 /e are still v/ithout definite news of th« major units of 
the enemy which are thought to be in the general oopac area. If 
our guess is correct they can throw more ships, planes, and troops 
into the vital area than we can. And this situation will continue 
for the next few weeks. Having inferior forces we must count 
heavily on attrition, but losing no chance to come to grips with 
the enemy under the principle of calculated risk, 

October 23 rd . 

Operations in the South Pacific are summarized in Gonao- 
pac 240041. The very fine work of our Marine pilots in shooting 
down the enemy planes is most encouraging. Rain during the day 
made the airfield unsuitable for heavy planes. There is much vrark 
to be done to provide all-weather fields in the area and several 
other locations are under consideration. 

General KacArthur reports good success in air raids in the 
RA 3 AUL area. Among other targets claimed hit he reports setting 
a tanker on fire. If this is verified it is bound to slow up the 
enemy somewhat. 

The submarine concentration in the active area is begin- 
ning to shape up with the arrival of two Pacific Fleet subs from 
TRUK. Ten more are to follow from PEAiiL, leaving before the end 
of this month. 

Both TF 61 and TF 64 will be in position to strike the 
enemy in the Southern SOLOMONS by late tomorrow. 

The logistic support of our positions in the Southern 
SOLOMONS is proceeding, ^t the difficulties of unloading and the 
great risk to ships involved continues. 

The CHESTER probably arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO for emergency 
repairs today. 



(Continued on next page) 
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October 23rd { Continued ) 

Our search plane from OAHU reported sighting a submarine 
about 500 miles southwest of that place. If this can be verified 
it may be the forerunner of projected enemy operations in the 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier. R. I. also gives indication of some sort 
of a raid. A raid in the near future, probablj’- at MIDWAY, is con- 
sidered a Dossibility. All signs continue to point to the commence- 
ment of major operations in the South Pacific v/ithin the next two 
or three days. If these signs are right, a raid in the IIA7/AIIA1T 
area or along our exnosed positions to the South will be a minor 
hit and run affair. 

The exchange of the DETROIT and RALSIGII for TF 8 cruisers 
has been approved by Cominch and will be effected as soon as pos- 
sible, 

October 2Ath. 

Reports of enemy contacts from search planes in the South 
Pacific during the morning were confusing. One force composed of 
3Bs, CAs, and DDs v/as renorted I 40 miles IJE of the OUADALCAriAL air- 
field. 130 miles to the eastward of that group a second force was 
reported. This was reported to be 2 BB, 2 CV, 2 CA, 2 CL, and at 
least 4 DD. A third force stated to be comnosed of nine ships was 
reported 210 miles TIE OUADALC;\NAL. Off the east coast of SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAI® a force composed of 1 3B, 3 CL, and 2 DD was reported. 
Off the west coast of MALilTA a force of two cruisers and three 
destroyers was reported. While the picture is not clear, enough 
was reported to show a typical major enemy move toward the south. 

TF 61 was too far SuHf to attack. TF 64 was ordered to strike any 
forces encountered in the vic|\^ijtVj,pf. GUADALCANAL. That force made 
a sweep of the GUADALGAIvAL area^ut railed to make contact with the 
enemy and withdrew, B-17’s were ordered to strike the forces nearest 
GUADALCANAL, nrobably because they were the immediate threat. Re- 
sults are shown in Comairsopac 251450. During the morning our posi- 
tion on GUADALCANAL was shelled by two cruisers and one destroyer. 

As that group was retiring to the northward Marine SBD’s attacked 
and reported one cruiser obviously damaged. As enemy might attempt 
night landings. General Vandergrift ordered motor torpedo boats 
from TULAGI to strike the enemy anproaching GUADALCANAL after dark. 
During the afternoon enemy nlanes were renorted heading tov/ard 
GUADALCANAL. 

A Catalina night radar search and torpedo strike was ordered 
from ERPIRITU SANTO to the N’.V. 

One souadron of the 90th bombardment groun (3-24*s) pre- 
viously ordered to AUSTRALIA is to renort to General Harmon for 
temnorary duty by orders from General Marshall, 
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October 24th. (Continued) 

The 8th Marines have been ordered to EFATE and 
should arrive there October 30th. 

Sopac 250216 gives the summary of operations in that 
area to the 24th, 

Admiral O-hormley arrived at PEARL today enroute to Y/ash- 

ington. 



A submarine was reported 320 miles west of OAHU. This 
may be the same one sirhted yesterday about 500 miles of OAHU. 

Two DDs from TF I6 raided the enemy patrol line south of 
the OILBERTS on the 22nd and sank two small patrol vessels. It 
now appears that a DD of TF 17 also raided the same patrol line 
on the same day. 

The Army nlanes made a minor air attack on KIPKA during 

the day. 



October 25th . 






In the early morning TF 6l was about 150 miles soiitheast 
of the enemy striking forces noted yesterday in the area to the 
eastv/ard of the SOLOMONS. Both forces had good knowledge of the 
approximate position and composition of each other. Our position 
and strength seemed quite favorable. Shortly before 7 a.m. local 
an enemy shore based patrol plane made an accurate contact report 
of TF 61. The enemy immediately launched a carrier strike which 
was able to find TF* 6l without further search. Presumably our 
carrier strike was launched at about the same time but there is 
some evidence that it had to search before locating the target. 

A little after 9 a.m. local the enemy started air attacks on TF 6I. 
The HORNET was severely damaged by bombs and torpedoes and was 
taken in tow by the NORTHHAMPTON. A preliminary report of damage 
to other vessels is p^iven in CTF 6l 260440. Damage inflicted by 
our CV planes is shown in CTF 6l 260210. B-17’s from EGPIRITU 

SANTO were also ordered to attack but the account of damage in- 
flicted is not in. After the first attack TF 6l commenced retire- 
ment to the southeast. During the afternoon the enemy CV ulanes 
attacked the HOPIIET again with bombs and torpedoes causing such 
serious damage that CTF 17 decided to sink the carrier with own 
torpedoes. As the day ended the enemy>k;seeraed to be retiring to 
the northwest and all of our task force^v/er e retiring ot^ southerly 

courses. ^ ^^cc^t for one 1*0 rc^ con^'^ 

taining BB’s which was attempting to intercept our 

7 force during the 

('-'ontinued on next page; 
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October 25th . (Continued) 

For the first time in bhe ^South Pacific our CV task forces 
were able to operate under'*a*’'te^Vc?n umbrella and the enemy 
strength and disposition was reported frequently. The Japs have 
always had this advantage in the area. During the past two days 
there has been a front along the northern part of the search area 
which has reduced the efficiency of the search. 

No report of enemy plane losses has been received but they 
must have been very heavy. If the percentage of loss approaches 
that of previous recent engagements (and it should as we have 
been loading our ships with AA), the three enemy CV's thought to 
have been in the battle today will be unable to do much more 
damage soon. 

At daylight TP 64 presumably was retiring from GUADALCANAL. 
During the morning Comsopac ordered all TP to strike the enemy. 
Later in the day TP 64 was ordered to retire to the southward. 

The enemy group which shelled GUADALCANAL on the 24th also 
sank the SEMINOLE and a yp at TULAGI. The SEMINOLE was fitted 
for salvage and her loss is serious. 

VJiile entering ESPIRITU SANTO the COCLIDGE, with one reg- 
imental combat team of the 43rd Army Division embarked, struck 
one or more mines >and sank. Vftille she probably struck our own 
mine field, there is a possibility that enemy mines are respons- 
ible as a Jap sub was in the vicinity recently. 

General Harmon is holding usable B-17*s at PANTAN for 
emergency combat. Those held were enroute from AUSTRALIA to 
OAHU. 

Operations proceeding the battle in the South Pacific are 
summarized in Comsopac 260210. 

The SARGO returning from patrol off the CHINA coast reports 
sinking one 7000 ton freighter with torpedos and gunfire. The 
STURGEON returning from patrol in the PAISI - ST GEORGES channel 
area reported sinking one loaded 10,000 ton tanker and one 7000 
ton freighter. The NAUTILUS clearing patrol area off Eastern 
HONSHU reports sinking 22000 tons enemy shipping. 

The CHESTER will be able to leave ESPIRITU SANTO about 
October 29th under her own power. Due to extensive damage she 
will be able to make only seven knots. She will go to SYDNEY 
for temporary repairs. 

There were no Important contacts in the Central or North 
Pacific erea. The landinr strip on ST PAUL ISLAND is now 100 
feet wide by 2300 feet long. The SPERRY and PULTON leave PEARL 
for the South Pacific tomorrow. 

Although the enemy has stiffened considerable damage recently 
in the general SOLOMONS area there is no Indication that he has 

(Continued on next page) 
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October 25th. (Continued) 



abandoned his plan to recapture GUADALCANAL. The Jap subs are 
ordered to search for and attack our forces in the area. Due 
to the strength in the South, no major operations in any other 
area are considered probable at this time. Small nuisance 
raids in the Central Pacific area are possible. 




October 26th. 



The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Department, and the Commander 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier, were present at Gincpac morning conference 
when events of the previous day were reviewed. Admiral Himitz 
continues to keep his principal subordinates fully informed of 
develonments in the Pacific Ocean .-Vreas. 



The mornina: search from E^^IHITH SAT'TTO discovered groups 
of the enemy about 36 O miles to the eastward of GUADALCyJIAL. At 
least two 33s, 1 CV, several cruisers and destroyers v;ere reported. 
All v/ere on northerly courses at fairly high speed. Operations 
in the Sopac area are summarized in Gomsopac 270426, which includes 
a night attack by PBYs on an enemy carrier, which is also reported 
by Gomairsopac in his 27003 I. TF 6l reports further details 

of damage to his force in his 270045. After delivering PTs and 
avgas to GUADALCANAL the TREVEK and ZAND engaged three enemy DDs at 
long range and escaped with minor damage mainly because the Marine 
pilots joined the battle and are credited with sinking two of the 
enemy DDs. TF 61 and TF 64 retired during the day toward fueling 
positions . 

TF 64.2 (Rear Admiral '"cott in ATMINTA, 4 DDs) is ordered 
to bombard enemy positions on GUADAXGANAL on the morning of the 
29 th and 30 th (local). 

General Mec/irthur is renuested by Admiral Halsey to make 
maximum bombing effort day and night ap'ainst shins in the 3UIN-FAISI- 
TO NOLEI area. 

Admiral Halsey requests carrier reinforcement from the 
British Eastern Fleet. Gincpac concurs and urges Gominch to ex- 
nlore the idea (Gincpac 270251 nink) . 

During the afternoon 14 H-17s attacked the enemy east of 
the -SOLOMON^. Nil hits. 

Gomsopac 260P14 gives the nlan for the emolo^atient of Army 
fighters and medium bombers in the GTTADALGANAL-SSPIRITU SANTO area. 



(Continued on next page) 



1105 



o 



n 



-e gCR CT — - 

October 26th . (Continued) 

Comsopac 270437 sets forth his views for setting up a 
base command separate from Seronsopac, 

There were no developments of note in the Central and 
north Pacific areas. 

During the day a force composed of battleships and other 
combatant vessels was reported by our planes in a position to 
the eastward of the 3AJITA CRUZ I3LAITDS, The force was reported 
to be enemy, but was later identified as units of Task Force 6l. 

October 27th, 



Lieut. General Emmons, Rear Admiral Bagley, and Vice Admir 
Towers attended the morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

Comsopac 2R0326 amplifies his report of operations for the 
previous days. The enemy reported that a unit had received a 
torpedo hit about the time of the PBY attack. V/hile the enemy 
usually reports "no damage" or "minor damage" in such cases, we 
know from past experience that damage inflicted is often much 
greater than reported. 

T.G. 64.2 (Rear Admiral Scott in ATLAIITA, AARON V/Al®, BENIIAM, 
LARDNSH, FLETCHER) will be unable to shell the Laps on GUADALCANAL 
on the 29 th as requested and is now ordered to shell on the 30th 
only. 

The McFarland will be used to service seaplane s,"i^^u el and 
gas storage be an alternate radio station, and other services at 
•FJLAGI. it is planned to mount her 4 inch guns on shore for har- 
bor defense. There are indications that she has been discovered 
by the enemy. 

TF 61 is proceeding to NCUTiSA, fueling enroute. TF 64 less 
TG 64.2 was enroute to a fueling rendezvous west of ESPIRITU SANTO. 
At 3-20 a.m. and at 5:30 a.m., 2?th local, the V.'ASHINGTCN was at- 
tacked by submarines. Several torpedoes were fired in each at- 
tack and all missed. Because of the known submarine menace east 
of ES:^IRITU SANTO Comsopac ordered the WASHINGTON and 2 DD to 
NGfR.OSA for fuel, and the other vessels in company to SSPIRITU SANTO 
for fuel. TF 64.2 will also fuel at SSPIRITT^ SANTO on their ar- 
rival there November 1st (local). 

The inexcusable loss of the COOLIDOE is described in Comnav- 
unit BI^tTON 280921. The existence of a mine field at ESPIRITU 
SANTO has been made known v/idely, especially after the loss of the 
TUCKER in the same locality. 




(Gontinued on next page) 
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October 27th. (Continued) 

Consopac offered B-21+3 from his area to General MacArthur 
to increase bombing of enemy ships in the ?IEV^ BRITAIN-?^OLOMONS, 
General MacArthur renlied that he could use the nlanes to ad- 
vantap-e v/ith reservations listed in his 281001. 

The approved loint Chiefs of Staff aircraft plan for the 
active Sopac area has been received by mail. Cincpac 280351 sug- 
gests that Comsopac have a nlan drawn un for the defense of E3PIRITU 
SANTO which Cincpac will submit to Cominch for aanroval and im- 
plementation. The lack of strength there is cause for concern. 

The logistic support of our nositions in the Southern SOLO- 
MONS continues, but the risk and difficulties are great. 

The Commandant, U. S. L.arine Corps, inaugurated the auxiliary 
landing strip at V/ALLIS ISL.'VND vdien he landed there in a PHT5A 
on October 26th (local). 

Cominch has stated that as a general rule exchange of in- 
formation will be direct between our liaison officer and the CinC, 
Eastern Fleet. 

The THIGGEH returning from patrol off 3UNG0 CHANNEL reports 
sinking one 10,000 ton AO and one 5,000 ton AK. While our sub- 
marines have had fine success, there are a few spotty performances. 
For example, recently off TRUK two of our submarines each missed 
a fine chance to press home attacks on enemy carriers, 

CTF 8 280215 and 280255 (pinks) expresses his views on the 
needed strength and disposition of Army troops in the ALEUTIANS. 

e» e-sT >0 S 

Cincpac 280311 Iiihn1?~tirr hnliiliiitywe is the 

somewhat premature announcement of the loss of the V/ASP, and of 
the loss of the PORTER before it could be announced that next of 
kin informed. 

Cominch 281735 (pink) deals with the use of our submarines 
for scouting and general information purposes. 

Although the main enemy strength has retired to the north 
beyond our air search there is no indication that the Japs have 
abandoned plans to recapture GUADALCANAL. It seems probable that 
damage inflicted and fuel needs have made it necessary to retire 
for the time being. Further attempts to land troops on GUADAL- 
CAIJAL are to be expected. 
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.October ?Rth. 



Events of the previous day were discussed at Admiral 
Nimitz's morning conference. Lieut. General Emmons and TF Com- 
manders now at PEAEL were present. 

Cincpac 2^^2225 remarks on the present lull in the South Pac- 
ific area v^hich apnears to ffive \is the opnortunity for placing 
strong reinforcements on GUADALCANAL. Comsopac 29OI3O is in 
complete agreement and sives his nlans for troop movements start- 
ing on the 30th (local). 

Comsopac 290IO6 is a summary for his area. Land onera- 
tions on GUADALCANAL during the 2?th (local) are described. 

The logistic support of Southern '^CL')MONS positions is 
being stepped up. On the 28th (local) there were 45,000 gallons 
avgas at GTTADALCANAL and 4,900 gallons avgas at TTTIA.GI. 

The SCULPIIT, returning from patrol in the NEW BRITAIN - 
BOUGAINVILLE area, reports the probable sinking of 1 - 9200 AO, 

1 - 10000 -A?, 1 - large AO, 1 - 4000 AK. 

A total of 43 ships including 2 B3, 1 XCV, 2 AiU?s, 1 (re- 
ported) CC, 2 GA, 8 CL, 1 DD, 12 marus were reported in the SHORT- 
LANDS area. 

V/e now have the story of our destroyer raids on the enemy 
patrol line south of the GILBERTS: CTF 16 280330. 

The DRUM reported sinking four APC while on patrol off 

HONSHU. 



It appears that the KENDRICK on a shakedown trip was at- 
tacked by a submarine off the WASHINGTON Coast. 

CTF 8 282240 gives results of reconnaissance in the V/estern 
ALEITTIANS . 



Some of the enemy strength in the South Pacific is located 
in the SHORTLANDS area and the remainder is believed to be refuel- 
ing and reorp-anizing to the northv/ard of our searches. It con- 
tinues to anpear probable that the enemy will continue with plans 
to recapture GUADALCANAL, 
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October 29th 



As is usual, present at Admiral Ilimitz’s morning con- 
ference v/ere the principal subordinate commanders now at PEARL. 
TF commanders at PEARL are thus given a good picture of current 
operations. 

The day was quiet in the South Pacific. Oorasopao 300150 
summarizes the 29 th local. 

Plans have been completed to reinforce O-TJADALC ANAL , and 
to construct an alternate landing strip in the vicinitj^ of AOLA 
BAY. It is nlanned that the Bth Marines will be landed to rein- 
force the garrison November 3 rd (local) and that part of the 5 th 
Marine Defense Battalion, 1 BN lL7th Infantry, 1 battery FA, 

2 COs 2nd Marine raiders, and 500 ACORN personnel will be landed 
at AOLA the same day. (See Comsopac 3 OO 602 for escorts and co- 
operation by other Sopac and S’//Pac forces). 

The 0.0. LION jf-l will nroceed to Sonac and assist in 
formulating recommendations and execution of a graduated move- 
ment of that LION to the South Pacific. 

The Central Pacific v.’as quiet. TF 1 continues training 
in the HAWAIIAN Area, basing at PEARL. TF 11 has been formed 
under Rear Admiral Ramsey and will be ready to proceed South in 
the near future. 

Cincpac 30 IBI 9 deals %'/ith defensive mines. Experience 
to date is not conducive to extension of this method of warfare. 

Three enemy cruisers were sighted v;ell to the westv»ard 
of the ALEUTIANS and were observed on a westerly course. These 
cruisers may have made a sweep into the Bearing Sea. 

Nothing new is reported concerning enemy deployments or 
intentions. 
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October 30th . 

Following the usual morning conference the question of 
sending certain old BBs of TF 1 to the South Pacific was discussed. 
While no decision was reached it was considered feasible to send 
two BBs to operate either with or without ACVs, If BBs are sent 
the MAHYLAilD and COLORADO probably will be the first to go. 

The day was extremely quiet in all areas. In the South 
Pacific our forces were refueling, refitting, and reorganizing. 

The enemy is presumed to be doing the same. Gomsonac gives a 
summary to the morning of the 30th (local) in his ^0534. The 
S'W Pacific air continued attacks on enemy shins in the SHORTLAND 
and RABAUL areas. Two direct hits are claimed on a probable CA 
in the former place. These attacks are valuable for several 
reasons. Army pilots are trained in navigation and combing; re- 
ported hits and near misses nay inflict imnortant damage; the 
enemy is not permitted to rest secure in the harbors. 

Cincpac 310355 gives views on the emnlo^.nnent of submarines 
in the SOLOMONS area. 

Consopac 310206 pink requests Comgensonac to dispatch 
earliest practicable one Army Infantry regiment reinforced, less 
one battalion, to GUADALCANAL. 

Due to shipning, the departure of the first combat team 
of the 25th Army Division from OAHU to the ilouth Pacific is now 
delayed until November 25th, and the second team should leave 
early in December. 

There is no news of enemy major units in the South Pacific. 
Five enemy DDs are scheduled to land reinforcements at GUADALCAl'JAL 
November 2nd (local), Cominch points out that enemy actions may 
well be linked with our national elections due next Tuesday. 




1110 






O 






October 31st 

The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Oenartment , and TF comman- 
ders at PEARL where present at the mornins; conference held by 
Admiral Nimitz. 

The story of the loss of the HORNET is told in Comsopac 
011312 pink. The noor torpedo shooting by our DDs is not under- 
stood. Also, as the two enemy and nine own torpedoes failed to 
sink the carrier, there is a suggestion that we should push sal- I 
vage measures in the hope of saving wounded ships. Comsopac > 

011050 pink gives his estimate of enemy plane losses and a summary 
of own plane losses in the October 26th engagement. We still are 
not fully informed of our own damage on that day. For example, 
it was learned today for the first time that the MAHAN has serious 
damage forward, and the SAN LUAN requires docking. 

Com.sopac is now giving his sucmarines good infoimation of 
enemy movements. This should be beneficial. 

Tomorrow two AKs and one AP will arrive at GUADALCANAL 
with supnlies including 8 - 155 ram guns. 

A task group has been sent to intercept 5 enemy DDs ex- 
pected to arrive at GIJADAIUAITAL tomorrow night. 

CTF 62 31094-6 describes the AOLA HAY project. A fighter, 
then a bomber strip will be constructed as soon as nossible. 

Comsopac 312126 recommends a reorganization of this force. 
This has to do with the -Aranhibious Force. 

The landing strin at FJNAFUTI is now 3500 feet long. This 
is a very quick construction job. 

The KINGFISH reports sinking 12,000 tons of enerav shin- 
ping off HONSHU. 



A submarine vras reported by a plane 120 miles 3V/ of OAHU. 



There are no new enemy developments. 
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November 1st 

General Emmons and the TF commanders present at PEARL 
attended the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

The events of the previous day were reviewed. 

Gomsopac 012359 is an operations summary. Gomgen 1st 
MarDiv 010515 reports the crossing of the I.TAT;INIKAU RIVER by 
the 5th Marines. A large force of enemy cruisers and destroyers 
was sighted by our search planes during the afternoon about 
100 miles NE of IFABEL ISLAND. Gomsopac estimated that the 
force intended to make a sweep through INDISPENSABLE STRAIT to 
attack our surface forces. TF 65 was ordered to attack but was 
unable to intercept the enemy during the night, and so rejoined 
the transport group. The transport group had been ordered to 
retire tov/ard SSPIRITN SANTO. In the absence of enemy contacts, 
the landings planned for the 3rd will take place on the 4th (local). 

During the night the FULLER and GOID^TGHAIv! were in col- 
lision. The destroyer has a flooded fireroom and speed reduced 
to 10 knots. She was directed to seek shelter inshore at MALAITA. 
The MILLER damage was slight. 

Coramardiv 1 010501 gives the progress of landing strips 
at GUADALCANAL. 



Gincpac notified Gomsopac of the probable use of MOIIAV/K 
BAY in the S^VALLOVI ISLANDS by the enemy during the .last enemy 
advance. This information was noted in RI and raa^ nave been 
seen by Gomsopac. 

BleftcKey 

The SUI.INER will complete the surve;/" and have new charts 
ready November 5th. '' 



Gincpac 012115 gives viev/s on the press announcements 
regarding the HOPJJET. 



The sighting of enemy forces to the eastv/ard of the 
SOLOMONS is not good evidence of the resumption of the all out . 
offensive toward the SOLOMONS. As the enemy knew of our moves 
off GUADALGANAL the day before it seems likely that the force 
sighted v/as ordered to make a sweep to the south in order to 
destroy inferior forces. No CVs or BBs were observed within . ^ 

our search area yesterday. 
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IiJLyljpi.m lilnotoon Cilao 


Laypra) 


-.■.'.wGAnu 


^ak area O/l0* 
wuadaloarml oroa 10/2D« 


mo 


Oainato cuMa 9/^i 
Jnixi&to opoa 0/10* 


cn<»CAX 

SACSI 


Palao area 9/S0« * 

S^iortlond I« lCv22* 
ijalobto area O/do* 


-un^'i 

IWSCRI 

KA.i3II 


• , • 

Tln:v area Jfi/lC* 

TPiOc opoa 
lini: area 10/4« 

Sln^jMre az^ IQ/17* 













Tamili cL*s mu?onTiZ) sioaKa) is AiiSOTiAss xo/29 raoiuBEr taha 
nao, AsmMkrn 




Q 







HIT 



Oolnato nrea 0/l9» 



« wi ^ iJiXti/L 



ag. V<y . ^^ 

inSKI 

iXASucm 

mAi‘.xm 



if iT-i fc..« i 



HATJiOEAnU 

Ii'irZ3^IK0 



Ho Inl'oraBtl m. 

Yolcosuka 9/17 • 

Depcrtinc JTure for 36^?an lOA* 
?71th Cor^v Too 0/26» 



Ilort? rrn (irop. lO/LSi 
nbrtiiflm aroE !^/l3« 

Oeilnato area 0^4 » des^ja^^ed* 



I)o3l>'lv Tv^anter-i^our 
3tEUKAZ3 

•.*-i..' ;JITi 

AHIAKE 

rocuit: 

a3inAT3uxu 



3 Greti 9/l7. 

Siaali ’JJ H/iUTILlc; 

Sabaal area 9/^9 ; 

Ftflib&ul ar«a 9/l7« 

G'jadalcon&I 10/29* 

How arltaln 9/24* 

!3aaacod* Qua aloanal 9/7* 
ohortlandfl ax*da 0/30* 

Palao oroa oocortloG 10/lm 



Two 



Itebaul aroa 10/2* 



wc^Aao 

ITROOHIO 



Aacl^nad I^t Indio a Foroa 3/U« 
HO InTarc&tlazU 
Ho InfoxTSitlan* 

Fc^albly imnk* 




TQKI?SUru\SE 

AKATSTBOlZE 

Tua^mAz:?. 



OniMJrtO d/5m 
-’vOCortinG lilirJO 9/7* 

PS?obaMy jcndoi? overhaul S/25* 
Tae*nl£ area O/O. 

TrtCs area In Aucust* 




Bisuai 



nalzuru repair fl 2 Aim 

nabaia 0/D3. 

Dadly ilrinacod lilska 7/5* 



III u>/.^ 

'TkFjz/^:i 

yAKzrZim. 



Tru!c area Q/^5* 
iJlth Cardlv Too 9/S5* 
YbkortuiaB. lO/l* 
Harttiom area 0/25m * 
Cardlv Tiro j/bs. 



Dosltoii 

jAjl 



Coada3x*on Tlipoe'ln :;oloea9n8 XO/20* 
Shartlonds 3/^0* 



DoBVdv 11 

i-usuio: 

3niE*\:raKi 

J^WKTjaO 



Cxadomilv 11 oolm'ina 10/20. 

At 3mdlalo£Bml Vc. 

Ssyo laijsnd 10/^« 

S&VD Islacul I0/^» 
nabCLol area IG/^* 



Dofi^'lv 13 

<«. « .i*4 4 . . 

icrAi:;i:i 

urusiivi 



Condosdlv 19 saortlsnds 3/C7. 
Do InTiJrtaatlcaa. ■ 

ZUIEO 

Halmul az»aa 
Ghot*t2ja:idB d/^« 



DoaDlv .10 

A3A1AHI 

YGC.'J?! 



CrXKloadlv 20 In AHASAHI. 
aitor tland QyCG. 

Possibly sunk. 

Enrouto Sltre l/2Q. 



-^sea.p, 

yUTMCHI 

sjiXJiiAm 

hatvOsj^kl: 




Ha/AKI 

2IAOICAZS 

A2AG^ 



Candoax*cin 4 in Golocaoxw 10/1. 
Pi*obably cari’ylac flas Caodee^n 4. 

Ccoadesdiv 2 In 'Truk az*oa 0/35. 

?s*uk itroa 9/33 ; 

Txnik area 3/23V 
Truk area 3/34i 
Truk area 9/33. 

CoBdasdlv 4 Ilabaul Oy^O. 

Otti Ploet aroa’O/iO. 

Truk aroa 9/C4.’ 

Dano{];od or sunk. 

Truk aroa 9/C3. 



ASATIIO 



03II10 

incirEGiiio 



CoEKlasuiv 0 'jiOkos\iIai O/lC. 

TrUk QTOG. 9/2G. 

r^aoortlnc rolfloeuka'to Saipan 10/1. 
lUGcaasar In Aucust* 

Foasibly sunk. 



DoaDlv 9 



KiaEGtl20 

ASAOIK'; 



Cisadoadlv 9 ascortl^ Sln^japora 9/G3. 
Truk oroa In Auc»i®t. 
ssaplro area in Auguat. 

Guol; 1550 Aucruot 20 til In OoloBons* 



% 
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. 7 ' 








DesDlv 5 



w^Ts Tjcv: 

mnwji2z 

ASATAZi: 






Coaacioadlv 5 In AiSbon area 9/20 • 
Saipan aroa lO/l* 
salGon area in Aliquot# 

3al£.:oa In Aur^ot* 
area 9/25» 





EAOA7ST3E2 

KIIiA?3UKl 



SATSUKI 



In Salcoii CL^a 9/27* 
liapiro 9/L9« 

•jQr^«fco SinGapor® to litolre oAo# 

v;tLU» 9/>o, ' 

Solcon 9/l2« 



® 

OflKASE 

AK23JASE 

YUKAZE 

YAKAZIS 



Soloi3c^ 9/^4* 

Solaoi^^ria - Ifov Guinea 9/S0« 
Solota^ns « Ile^ Gulxwa 0/S0« 
Soloaono 10/2« * 

With U0S20 Wu 
IlarsCiallfl g/27» 



2>canon C 

■■■ 

O DeaDiy 2S 

HUiiAZUKI 

KISAJUGI 



Deeron 0 disbanded 17 July* 
Paltto 9/20. 



Sunk at T'-Oa^. 

Soijth China In Auc^ist* 
Possibly suxik* 



p o | 01v 29 r^scortlnc: PoIm*- Rabaia lOA# 

on':: i^alao area lo/l* 

ASAlJAOl Truk aroa 10 / 4 . 

Q ^:^sa lOA-., 

H ^oteV ' t>bd?l3n C desbended but Ivare to 

i>caolv SO acc'junt Tea* tlioco 2Da. 

' 3cw GzOnoa 9/2?; 

lEUKI Ktm C-uInoa 0/57. 

Doakoa 10 



. >/\, .. u* W 

^ UASAirAZF. 

( \ usaio 

W /JC301I0 
IjQtOlV 10 

uhziomo 

O IbASAO’atO 

rOGTSlO 



C >jaao»div 7*ep.cortln0 OIIYOir 9/2D. 
Habaul 9/s5. 
iftnak o/c7. ’ 

Raba\a O/ni. 
soiorrais la Aucrust. 

Condeaclv 10 YolomikPi. 9/SO. 

Saipan 0/7» 

Ikq?l 2 n;< In Aunist. 

Yokosuka IQ/lm 

With Cardlv 1 in Au£:uBt* 
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o 



DegClv 17 

ICfOKhTIE 

I^i^AKA-iai 

Doa!.>lv3 

atSii-v ;»■ 

lTvf!73ju 

msrjKAzi; 

KAlJCmZS 

rSlTA 



O 



O 



3«s.)lv 

KmirZAJlA 

SA5^ 

DoaPiv o2 

' 'A 

^o' ■■ ' 
ASAG&O 

DcaDlv -»- 

SAiVJWZE 

OKlFJi.^ 

aHI(«ASB 

CSK»0 






'sJ 



SScKO 

myoDiXii 

Hi\TA3UQA 

OiSLUII 

rujiaua: 

KrcoTL'm 

Z'^iSLiLM 
ARAT3UKI 
TIAKATiiiaa 
IIA73U3UEI 
rjBfifrjuia: r 

g^ e . 

AKITOUS" 



jj3?::or;n3 



'W/^ 



Cocsdoseiv 17 aroa 9/r}7* 

Bo Ixiioraatim; 

Tr* Jk us'd*! '^/zs* 

l^YlX'Q Potna^ad at Guadalcanal 0/20 

jQiiil • 



CiciloadlY 1 ?r^ 9/25* 
Bo Infaroatlqn** 
Iloff^rajshXo G/CO* ' 
Gtilnato area IC/li 
oalaato area 10/1* 

B6 InToen^itlozi* 



lio lnf<3B?i3atla£U 
Bo Ixiforiaatlaa^ 

Ho laforcML l.ion# 

roriioaa &j*»a eacortinc 9/29* 
roTEiosc ar«a 9/?3* 

Uo inl^Dmation* 
nscortlng In Aucuat. 

• * • 

Cosidoodlv S2 escacptinr In S*C* Asia G>^9* 
3olcon 0/27m * ' 

Bo Lifoiruxtlon* 

SiQc<exn«e ar«c 0/I4* 



Golpan 9/X>* 

Pk^Ito 0/27; 
li§>lro G/27* 

PfalAo o.'ioocrtlJiC IQ/U 
Bo(r*to,om co*oa O/CD* 



Probably la liip^’O/SQ* 
eroa 0/C3* 

South Ouna 0/2C** 
Sln^axxarc in J\i»* 

116 inTomatloa^ 
no taTomatlxKi* 

Bo iriTonafetloa# 

Ho inTanaatlcaic 
IPo Infomation; 

ITo Inforstatlon; 

JJo Infox^Clon* 

Ucpiro O/lm 
liortlicrn. urea 9/2C* 
Barshalls 9/21* 
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n 

Q-XXir^'OV 

C 3ub:;.>;i 1 

- T-V 

I-G2 

I-^ 



Ixx a2*or. 10/20 • 
ICuro oroa 10/4 



^Jk aroa 10/4 • * 
alcoo aroa 10/4« 
Truk oroa 10/4# 




1-17 

I-IO 




1-25 and I-2C 



Jhlult 10/4. ' . , .'.>.V 

At or noar Jalult on 10/20* ‘ ' - 

new IXrltftln - 3olacK>ns 10/4* 

Trulc 10/4. • 

SS^^W^S’^DiV 2 and SubDlT 4 dolatad* 






TSf 



^Jh)ncatQd« 



ii’jb'->lv 7 

7T -r” "*' 

1-2 

1-3 




y>^ 



.V e 



1-7 

1-5 



1-17.. 

I-:7C 

I-7C 

1-0 



0 oodeoouc^ Xfllaod l(yi5« 
Ooodonour; . Idl&nd 10/29« 
aabnul lO/sO* 



Xolaasul^a 10/4* 

5o1s3c&^)8 10/7* 

Here lirlta^a - SolOEwm 10/4* 

Ojimibrm’O rinboul aret IC/ll* 
E**o 10 / 4 . 



Truk 10/4 • 
Tr*.jk 10/4* ■ 
3aa a ?>i 
Pooaibly Truk 
•iknik 10/4* 



Poaolbly TnSs - TM 
- liewBrttaln 10/4« 



Britain 



3Ub )lv 12 

"T -m " ^ saaobo 10/4. 

T^"ir*o f'-.n 



1-172 

i-iee 


■^aoaul - uolonma 
sura lQ/4* * 
Sasebo 10/4» 


I-IGQ 


SiibHon 3 


^ 1 

tJllOCAtod* 


ZvibDLv 10 

^ 1-156 


Rad>aul - Solodcaas 
tSnlocatou* 


1-150 


I&ilocatad* 



10/4* 



J 

I 



10^. 



ao- 
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nMUkA 

1-122 

1-123 





no-c 5 
r *’^— 63 
RO-d 



O 

RO-64 

no-co 









Salcon 10/4* * 
!fo iaTox^aatlanv 
Saigon 10/4. 





’%5» 






•( 



4 



^^1 

Rabaul - Solaooo* 10/4« • '^''*3^ 

Rabaxil - Solodona 10/4i '/ 

Rabaul - SoloEXone 10/4 • ' .4; ^ 



'j: 

: M 



Kur« 10 / 4 ; 
Kira 10/4 • 



Oolnato az^oa 10/4* 

Kura 10/4 • 

Gtelndto area 10/4» 
otsik* 



Ikavtli^im az*ea 10/4* 
IkxrthMm area 10/4 • 
Tlorthom oraa 10/4* 



OubR-n 0 

o 

I-IO 

I-IG 

1-22 

1-24 



Y(^8uk& 10/4* 



YoIo>3uIsa 10/4» 

Yokotsn^ 10 / 4 * 

^linpcsnsabxe Straits Patrol 10/l39« 



Yolcosuloi 10/4 • 
Jalxiit 10/4* 
aspire 10/4* 




V 14 




1-28 

I-CO 

1-30 



•■us 



1-36 

no-100 

I-I 0 S 

nO-lQ2 

1-152 
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Salran 10/4» ■ 

Ho InTaznation* 
Saigon 10/4; 
Salgoa 10/4« 



Fitting out In 
Pitting out in Hay* 
Fitting out lA August 
Solotsjns 10/2 • 
l^iloccLtod* 

Was atrlcksn txraa the 
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Havy List Q/1/42* 



I 





AIKQKU SAHU 
AKI73U3HIKA MAOT 
C2U705E 
caiyoDui 
FTJJIKA’JA U^JKJ 
003mi K/wW 

l?G Hltro B/JIO 

SAHZEA^VA UAHIT 
KAKI2UU SlAJOJ 
KAKOl 
KAlfTO BAHU 
KArsUJO KAHIT 
KirOKA’.JA 2AJHT 
BAKU 

BAGISOir EAiro 
XZAnU70 BAKU 
naioH 

maiiuti HAoii: 

yorono 

BI30HII7 
0KI73 KAHU 
SAITJia EAHU 
3A5Y0 MAaU 
GUUU fiAHtJ 
S:IKA3A HAaU 
anuDAi HAT^J 
SHPlGnO BARB 
^2 T02IAB UATSCr 



nal>aul 3/20# 

SoXiLiins O/DO*' 

Solonr^na ijo/lQm 

Truk 10 / a . ■ 

YokoBiiIs. O/O. 

BaraJiftlls jp/21. 

Ool:aaona 0^0. 

Yokom^ 10/1 • 

Bar them ama «yiG« 

Oaipftn area 10/27 probably onx*oute Jspau. 
rjmdari o/21. 
nabaul 10/l« 

Ybkoauka Ilay be'darsi^ed. 

ruibayl - Solcamnd O/lO. 

Bow Dritaln 3/L3. 

3S»uk area*9/l7. 
rut ^ lOA . * 

Rabaol 10/1; 

Habaul 10/2. ’ 

Soloaorw lo/lo. 

Oaaebo 9/l2« 

Yokosuka lO/ZOm . 

Bula croa lO/b. 

Cwoutc to Hal;dul 9/l9. 

Rabaul in July. 

7o arz’lvo niOaaul 13/: frcaa shortlaada* 
in JUly. 

Truk area 10/24 anrouta to Slnoaporo* 



e 



0 
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\Li.iU 7 IAi;C 

‘■>.>en last; dbsorvod 'm October C4, Uiorc v«r^ still no Ja'cnoos 

% SI /IT* TT'fsiJj** 



planes at Klsla. 

A.^ A 

lio inforaa tion* 



* icloat InT/naction ifbr an ontiaate or Japanese air statarth. 
’■falch liwovor. Is not bollovod to be 2he Condr. of ttia J22nd ’ 

3 ’rrl;ao All* Group appeared to b© at Truk 10/2e, Tl'ifi 

Air Gtoup wac still. In the D*b»I« IQ/V, and CSth Air Groiw was 
at Ajaljon ^slbly enrouto How Britain lOA’. Darrin was raided October 
^th and 25th b^ only 3 pianos and October 20 by 1 piano, Durinc 
^ October very few pianos bavo boon soon on 21c»r and Anbon. Tb« lar-'-eat 
ambor soon at on^ ms tlr» was 3 /VI’ at Dllll on Octaber C and 
Oc tober 19 and C /VP at Koopang on October 7 and G, 



It ' Ar 






O 



*^nHuTi ic iemt InTo irjatlon fbr an o atlas, to of Japan ?>80 air ctrenntJi 
to tills area. The 25t5i Air Plot which roraorly had cacnand of opera- 
Wona m tlito area Ijis aovod to U» Golenkos and no Air'ITLot eoTKsars to 
have talaea its place. 9p to and Includlnc October 29th, the only Japan<fc 
eoo air ral**c 'in iyi-t tiosreaby during Octob-'r weco on October 22 (3 VII3)- 
October 20 (2 VHD) and October 29 (2 VHB). There was ono raid on 
Sllno Bay on October 22 (3 VHB) by -robably the saao planes which 
raided l»ort IJOrosby Uiat sano day. n October 5, there appeared to 
be as nany as 20 /VP at Buna and Lac, but since tJicn, 4 has been 
Iho larcost ni«t>cr soon at ny one liEjo. It appears that p actlcally* 
all JaxHinoeo planes ibroerly to H<nr Cutooa have moved to the Golocwns. 

The 25 Ux Air i'ioc app are bo have aaouosd cotsaand of operations 
in t!ie Soloiaons. The Coadr. of thtt 2Gt!i Air Plot appoarot’ ■’t Tr.?k 
10/30. Both nf; has boon heard fr.n l^e fist Air riot during the 
past' week but It Is -'robably still to tlilo area. Since October 
2Sto, the Japenoao air attacks on GuadoXcunal appear to have slowed 
down cinaldorabl:j, T!ilc nay be due o bod eoatoer or to the d©- 



7 27 # 

structlDn of 37 /n? over 0 adaloar^ on October 23 cad 25tii. "he 
heavy losses sto i'ored by Japanese an- ©or to liavo Iiad sir» offoct. 
At Buka on October 30&, there were 21 /VP and 6 VHB (7 if tJxo 27 
reported Cjoaazod) as coc^xjred wlt2i GC on October 3rd, iJo o 'toll con- 
centration as the 71 at Lalcuaal October 9th has been coon 

recently, 5 'nee October 13 liZxcn 11 VHB end intense activity were 
I'epcE’ted at Havlonc. hat baoo lias a osiav^d £;reatcr inporbanco as on 
air base than ever x/oforo, Por e:Ta 2 nl.n thoro wore 3 VT and 22 VH3 
at Kavlenc ojU'ricsld on Octc^cr 1C ar^ 3 VP and 10 VHB on October 2Cth. 
It Is pooolblo that the Japanese cr© nos* flytor, YJ3 to itovl n to 
pro tool tSto: fron tlie Iwjavy ai:^it rai s tlmt laavo been ^xlCo m HabaidL. 
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HbuTe Is not aiifriolfliiit ZjaTozmtltm to ootlaats JaponmBo cdr 
strongt^ In tl^Io aroik but It probably Is no srsator or not &a {praat 
as roportoU las vock* 






60 type ^ 

45 Vm 
10 fox** anrlne V? 

24 float plsnsB 
TOTAL'W 

B6to t'l&t tins does nal Inclndo oorrlcr snd ottaer s!ilp«bas:d alroroft* 






an 1 tliG Ist^ 14H|^.lHth and Chitose Air Gz*oqp« 
ore still vsry active in this oz^* ^sotlVi and 19th appear to be 
oonduotlnc extensive ' so &z*eh (^rations Ibi^HeStPleot units Tr6sx 
the Gilberts tho beadqfjartcrs for this ^tivi^ at UskliU! 
Chitose Air Qrox^ appears at Uille* 2he 24th Air Plot is closi 
associated viUi mjor oocnaanda in the SolocKma but ^lis ia protjiq 
dm to 8oax*ch operations and not to tlie mov^snt of planes frot4 
area to toe Solooona* Zaere is tio Indioation of any Inoreaao or 
deoroGoe Sn air strength in this area vlzidh for sotm tine bos been 
rep<n*ted to bet 



% 





T02A 



IS foist* «»(;lno ‘ flying boats ^ 

24 seaplm<>s 

34 wsrin oo^no VHD 
30 (a ppT<MC«) VP 

OCTOT 






> 

0 



4 














r* P 










( 



■ *. ^ 
•‘is 



I 
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o 



aid aih c»oura 

Uucai of Ui» iafoiTXitioa on thooe air laiits Is too old to bo of 

O ^^at value and’ciiould bo accepted ulth caution ana with. ron«^d to 
Iho datoo clvcsi. 



rac i; or of 



Pf ^ any ;youo 

-\s _k^ to : Uavo <^raloa ^Wi -r 'u 



togpgt 



to at any oaf 



Ut; 3 :i r.lr rioofc 




11 w' 'I ?‘.ear>lat^ 

ICtl^ :;^eg>lat.-:ndjLv 
21st Air Hot 



Kanoya Air Group 




Toko Air Qrcn^ 
.‘,JL : lot 



O 



3rd Air Group 
Ttl^o Air C-rou 

23rd Air l^Lot 
miioro Air Gro^ 



Oonzan Air Group 



24t!i Air 




lot Air Groto 






Continues to be on active iajos* coooend la tiia Sol» 
otaons Its c:«itrol station at Habcul* 

C<»jtinuco active In tJio Soloaana. 

GolcBS^ona 0/2S* 

Soloaaona 10/21 at rfiich tlrao It Indicated that It 
had aalf 13 planes available ibr attacktur Ous(L- 
alcanol. 

27 VP, 36 VH3 Ccadr, at Eavloac O/SO. ’ i 

dctacloont at Gabonc 0/23 m 

12 V? nyii^-; boats Ccetlr, In Babaul 10/20 • CJroup 

oporatlnc ia the Solocions* 

Appeared to bC at Eoopane lO.a. but traffic routed 
to TnH: lO/oC. 

4S VF, C VO At IJutea Paasa^'^o 0/50. 

4C VED Indicat'd as bolnn at Truk 

10/26. 

Xodloatod a possible aovo south, froa l^^lre «sn 10/30 

27 VHB Jtebaul area 9/13. 

27 VHB Coodr. at Rebaul 0/1 but group 

Indicated In li^lre 9/17 and 
possibly Truk or souta 9/23, 

Still active In thfc KanCialls and Ollbcrts but 

also no., closely as^clated with oajor corsaands 

In the Goloaons probably In connection at th scodt* 

Ing; but possibly aovLnc units to that area. 

« 

IG V!‘, 27 V2D Still in KamfiTiills, Asaocl^ 

atod with rmotto and r> 03 sl» 
bly a dotochsasnt at Ilalxlru 
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Air, riot (conuj 




14tli Air 3ron> 



a:: VP riylnc '^ate 
5 VJ tronaports 



Chltoso Air Group '27 VUD 



•w»*» 

■ r-'.ts 








C n^ir* at Haldn 10/2G« ' De-> 
taditaGnt at Waka 10/2C. Ci»»- 

ducting 3oo2*dhoa aoutb r2*om 
the Cilborta* 

Caaeir. at Kllle 10/29. 



gbtli /.Ir, ;'lpt Solocsjzis. A;*pear& to have ehcrr-j^ of attacl^ an 

Oufldalcaaal. jn lO/lC either Kisaratsu ap Hisaarm 
Air Group wAo tnsicarorred fron the 26th Air Plot 
to tiio 2Gth. 




4th Air Group 



27 VIS 



7elnan Air Group 45 VP, C VO 



O 

Yohohcaa Air Grp. 12 VP flylae loata 

6 VF float pianos 



Ilabaul croa 9/23. On 0/L4 
It wan propoBod to return 
unit to li^lre £op latent tjpe 
ploj^Do on c iralotlon of the 
IlOresby Coc^lgn. 

« 

CoKulr. In Hebaul ttr&a 9 / 23 # 
I^\>bably still oporGtIi]c ^ 
Sow auln^.a or tix& Golon ns. 

nabaul area S/OO. M 0/l4 it 
«ofi proposed to T»obum this 
unit to the lik3^)iro for latest 
t 7 .e plaaoG on conpldtion of 
tiio ilorosbv Canpai^n. 




2 Cth A> not 

dtii itlr (Srotq? 



Stic prolwibly boon roplaoed by 26 ’ll Air Plot as tes^ ’ / 
operating h^d In tlie Solocunn. Cmur. at Tr-dc 

VF, VD Still active In Solotaonn lO/lD# 



Eloiuvitau Air Orp.27 VUB 



Uloova Air Groiflr* 27 VIS 



0 



Ad-Iltioraal Cr-npa 




VF, VS 
Seaplanes 



At liGbaul 10/30 <nd on I 0 /I 6 
olthor tJ Is fpMUp or lilsawa 
Group UGB transferiyHi to 
the 25th Air Plot. 

Ih Ral^ul ax*ea ab ut 9/23, and 
an lO/lC olth«» this croup or 
IGLsoratsu Ovoxxp wan troncK * 
forrod to the 25th Air Plot. 



At Bidsa Passace 9/c9. 

Gtlll at rifiSsa or north lo/l. 



VP flylzxi ..boats 

-IC- 



m and possibly propazN. 

Inc to CP to Ilarsholls 9/29. 
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2nd Air Croi^ 
5th Air Group 
lltJi Air Grot?) 



rs ' 


•» 




0 


Additional OirjuM 
16th Air Group 


Seaplanes 




I7tii Air Groi^) 


detp lanes 




loth Air Qvo\sp 


SoGplanos 




19th Air Group 


Beoploneo 




Gist Air Group 


TSo data 


0 




olst Air Gx>oup 


770 data 




SCrd Air Group 


?o data 


0 


35tl^ Air Group 


21 V2D 




40th Air Oroxxp 


Ho data 


© 


2SQnd Air GroT^) 


Ho data 




7olat Air Oroi^ 


Ho data 




7*5Snd Air Gvoxss^ 


Ho data 


\ 


7SSrd Air Groiq? 


Ho data 


0 




Chlnikai Air Group 


Ik> data 




Saekl Air Group 


Ho data 


'O 


Sasebo Air Gxoip 


Ho data 



UolloTOd at Palao* 

Believed at ^-sSc* 

Dello5r9d at Saipan* . 

Vca?y active In loortfsalla and 
Cilno: ta* Detachoent at 
Slokin 10/22. 

Coi3r>* at Truk lO/LS and u g ot y 
probably still active in f a> - 
fy opore-tiona fToa ikiplare to 
Tfabaul* 

DiUippIne ^oealblUtx 

of tranfll'cr to 5ev Britain 
area 9/BO* 

Still In Z)*!s*I*I poaslblT ■ I 

Jojokvta, 10/7 • I 

D«E*I* unit* I^bablv still | 
thcra but Indicated at 
Ard>on 10/7 and possibly niovlng 
to Iiabaiu^ 

( 

Uclay az*oa 0/10. 

Coei<k** at Klsaratsu 0/3O* 

Hay be on air base and z3ot 
an olr , ;r^;Q>* 

! 

Ccxalr* Indicated at Rabaul 
10/l9 but Ofoxjp ndt t!»j?c and 
location doubtful* 

«Jn 10/20 a.^:pcared to bo 'a new 
Epynp possibly at *;alao* 

On 10/25 appeared to be 6 now 
pooalbly at .labaul* 

Ubdes* die Oalnato ‘Derense 
Porco CoQSoand O/O. 

In Tiaplr© th o<mvoy O/SO* 



At lea&t c deta<^uaant 5p. * 
!t boul-*3olai3aus area 9/^* 
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•17- 



qrpxiofl (oontM) 




Slilnohllzu Air Grp« VlID or a tralx>> 

Inc 



POTolbly rsnic 9/C3« 




’ - 



Sustfla Air Ho lata 



3->uth oT Truk 10/l« 



Yokoaulsi Air Gxrp» Gaaplcnoa 



Probably *at Habaul or in 
Sol nou8« 



O 
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AS oczmizi ca..:T io»i2 




^^^2hla sirr-^LTi^ is anio iq? rpon c2ata avallBblo up to 1200- October 01, 
13^ and iMily conooma voo^els of 500 tons o3P over ao far as con 
bo verlf Jjod and only vessels xtxldl;i aro prlmrily !ici*tfiantsMin (voarels 
^r>sc maos oaxnv’^® "llaru® suffix}, oltl^oucJi s:«3q of tsbsn ttj?o 
mvEl au::lllarloo« 



7ho Ibllowing sinkings 02 *o all vcrlfiod, eltlior bf reliable witness, 
oapturod OocucKints esp translated orDoy clapatohoe. r>upllcation 
ban be<sn ollnlnatod as for as osslblo and "probable'* elaklj^ ore 
not llstod* 






rnsjn 



o 









tv. 

T 

13. iiArsj 

0. :anKO isinu 

^s. I'^X. • . .tlAIlU 
3. jtiKo yjim 
C; HAKQDAT3 I^AHIT 
7. HOJO'M/JUr 

a; no... iium 

9; EA, ,/jcir.u mini 

10. liASAH UAHU 

n. XEijo iL\nn 
12 ; ksi::ai: haot 
in; laarcnj suru 
k; K.^rdn: ha^u 
id; KonnYa saku 
ic; S/.U0 mrnj 

17; LI3B0IJ HAinj 
Vii LOIDOH IVOTCr 
i:-; hatstoi nAHU 
:3o; 3^-in;;; n\rnj 
21; 2EI.,.. Si'jn; 
22. n-'JTi; 



23. SOKAOU IdAHn 
24 ; HDlTrEVE>20 MAnU 
20. KARU 

2C. nmiA tsAna 
27. BASASAKI SARU 
2D. HA3KA1 MAHU 

29. ms. '.AH UkSU 

30. UlSHin HARU 

31. KAZ.«.E^irA BARU 

32. nxu... KAntJ 

33. RASmO UAmj 
34 ; smnano iiaru 
55; soKiroaiii KARu 

3C; 3R •UAU 2AitTJ 

37 ; 2hDT20XQ 
3o; -2 as^o mmj 
39 ; :7.xjo lann 

40. TAIiAQASA IIARU 

*n.; Tr-nBAir iitnu 

42. HARD 

43. zinrsnCrciasu} n'Rir 
44 ; 7 JSAU HARD #2 

45 ; ::c5rcsiARA hard 
46. V7AI310 HARD 



LI-;:? ( 3 ) DHX. ir:iFX;o as ?o ntiz: 



W 

O 



6 slilps sunk In January 
3 blps sonic in Pebrud^ 
10 slilps sunk in IlarGih 

3 ships sunk In Aparll 
20 chips sunk in Hay 

4 ships sui^ In Jisia 
C ships sunk in July 

19 ships sunk in Au~uot 
13 ships sux3k In Ocptschsr 
Xolilpo sunk in October 



- 20 - 



121 70T/J. 
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- aiLa::rrs a:l;a 

TOZQtttHA BIW?U 
SA2ITATO lUnU 



"^Tr\ 



HWJU Cl 



'Oil 



am- /uTig 

? UAHU 
? MARTJ 

D&ismn siARu 



TBIEO jmxj 



Wiir2Al UAHU 
TXillBI KARU 
BATAVIA Uhm 



Am'jn iwRU 

T-:«An UAii^ #s 



SBAjrOSAI HARB 
DAIX’n EtMlU 
mciil HABU 
AFRICA IJAIB 

HAIonASAH KARB 
sAnoni KARU 



I4.^nu i)oy.2L7.rra 



Acrouod oa r*®r 340°, GCOO Kto« 
froa Bjao Ic. 

330 tons* Arrlv&a roroKL Octm 31at 
a*l:*, dtpax*t8 roxnam Oot* 51 
Arrlvoo Jaluit IIov* oXHi. 

PO ar P'10 AiT»lv*d 3oru Is. Oct. 2Gth 
fbr reearmloaonoo or patrol (tet;^).} 



Oct. 29th onroutc Yokos’xka via 
Chichi jlDft* 

departed 3alpaa Oot* 30th arriving 
I'ruk irov* 2nd* 

•departs Danicok for Osaka Oot* ? 
wtvh oar^ of 7200 tons C03J oxni. 
Ooparts anlcok for Itobo Oot. T 
with 1060 ;;onaral carco, 7500 tons 
cold oro* 

Deports 3enk6k fw Robs Oot. 7 
rltti carco 3000 tons rlcs. 

.Dsporta Bsrdcok for Osaka Oct. 7 
with 4000 tons of rlos. 

(Recular Indo China * TOaplrs nsi) 
/^Ivsd Osaka froia Omkolc Oot 7 
with 13130 tons rios and gensral esrgo* 
imports 7 Bep I ts ' port for 7 Indo China 
po«^(0ct* 30Ux7). 

Dsparts t^siuikok fOr Osaka - Kol>s Oct. 7 
with 9000 tons oC rloo* 

(naculsr linsr «• Japan to Southssaa « 
Indo C!ilna). Bas ons*c>uts 3ou^ 3sas to 
Kuro - .’^oobo Oct. 15th with ^00 tons 
of rlvo. *\rrlvlac Slngapors Rov.7 frto 
Truk via i^alao, l^lkpapan, -^oorabaya* 
lisports ITov. lOtJx rkt^asaldL for 
Yaiigtae i»lvor port* 

Departs .ilankok late Oet. for Yokc^^aiaa 
with 9200 tons of rlee. 

Departs TlaxTkok. late Oct* for Tokyo 
wltli 9100 tons of rice* 

Departed Sol^pn Oct* 2Cth for Tokyo 
with 4000 to:iA of rice and 5120 tons 
gonoral oarco* 

Deportod DanI:ok Oct. 7 fat* Yolaihoaa 
with 0500 tons rice. 

Arrived Yokosulai vicinity Oct* 30tiu 
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(coatd) 

D03F. »vnx7 
KYOKSO HAHU 








'>epai’t*d HagRoakl Oot* 29tii Xbr 
3!iQZ)G^i« Japan - China foiry* 
ArrlTad Yi^ooaxika aroa Oct* 30&* 



TidE - it;>; oi;i:r:A 



■* 




HIPPOfH UAHtr 
nrocATJA BARa 
'ZAKTTSAGA BARU 
ttlBimoSAH S&S^X 
SSnOlAI BAR? 



TlKLk vleini^ Oot* 26 th* . 

S2iortlond Oct* SOtli* 

Bahaul 'Tlolnl^ Oot* 29ttu 
Expect^'S. to arrive Habaul Oot* Slat* 
Due oxriva Rahaul frcm Ol^rtlond 
Rbv* and via 3-07S - 163-^K* 






Sleeted In harbor Oot* 29th U« 8000 ton olaaa AKa* 1. ISOOO 
ton olaaa A?:* Oot* SOth AO^ 2 , AS, 2, A?* 



HALAX AR;A 




•"■••Ooiram Bloolsada 
Staanar 



D«pax*ted 3enko!c oct* 50th vlth eerra 
of rhbbeii», tin* oop:>er* ahoUao and 
tanGoton* 








• 2S » 



1134 



Xm ALACrA 

Klaka • no cbaoco* Occupation £t>i'*oo ap- 
paara to coaalat of ono infantary arosiaaont, 
areinfoarcaa, one naval laudine foarce (Ua» 
isuxni J3) and cuard xmits* 



Troop ataroneth 3,000 - 

2* GiL3;j:i2s 

leader the Ctta Daae r^ce, t^ieae islands 
az*e occi^led by the Yokosuka 3 atvi a 
snail port of tiae YokosUiUi ,7C Special 
Landinc l^’oaroeB- and the 62ad, 63ni, C4tdi 
and C3th C uc»ra rorcos • 



4,000 



llakint 

C&nd Cuai*d rooroa - 

Gth Special Landlnn -^onco C!o«o 

Btati^ unlmown) 

Total - 



Abeaexaat 

CJ^id, SSard, and C4th Gisu*d I'oirces ■* 

mint 

G2ad Guard I'crce 

3. 3I3IAAHCK - GOLOIIOi; ATIIJl 

Lack of ground activity by the Japanese on 
v'luadalosnal since the repulse of U^ir 
attacks on our linos and attmapted aov«<- 
ssmt oi noaro reini’orcononta to GuadaloarMO. 
in-’^lcate that the Japanese ^Ave lost tlie 
initiative* 

References to ttw foots tlv&L vez*y few nov 
loiits aprieared In radio traffic during 
the past woole and that annoclattons^th 
convoys uoz’o rare socoo to indicate tliat 
•d» forces to fl;.ht the bautlc In the 
Solomns cr© alx*oady In this area* 

Yaci» Indications of novcrvnts of Ureops 
via Palao voro seen, but tJ^y so li>- 
doflnite tJxat no conclusion could ba drawn* 



00 




270 



120 
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CA^txarod docucsonts daTinlboly plaood tha 
21fit Independont T^lxcd Hrira^ in the 
Kol3)da ctroa^ imd thus elin^atod that 
os a TOinT^xMoaont £ov the JOp* 
anose faroos in the Solancme* 

TIxc TorLl Detacbcient (lat ^-atytallon a20th 
InTantr/. 3Dth I>lvlalon) «hlch was noted 
freqijontl;^ as beirv> <3n boajrd oz*ulaer8 
■Odcas lo be aaoolcated rK>x*o irlth the IXma- 
KoTtodd az*ea ^an with i 'xuxdaloanaX* 

Uoro of the 2nd Division Ims been ident- 
ITied oa beiri^ on Dtiadalcanal* 

Several landings of reini'ox'oefaents on 
Guadalcanal vozn» sl itcaaptoA., and were ro» 
pxileed and stietlior or not any fr«ah 
troops 0ot a:horo is not ascertainable • 

units of the AkatsUlci Txiroe. the nature 
of wtjLlch is tndotenaizsdf still ap;>oar 
at Palao and aro an unpezslic table factor* 

. (A) units recently arrived in this sreat 










■1^ - - 




uone* 

(B) l^ts alx*eady in the sroa and capable 
of x*einroroi^ the Solootonst 

At PAbauli 



17th Aray (less units in Bow dulnoa 

end Guadalcanal) 20^000 

Sni Anoy division (leas units on 

Guadalcanal and onroute there) - * • 450C 10,000 



(Spread in strenetZx uo to uacortulaty 
as to ehetber it Is a triangular or a 
square division) 



2 units of the Abatsuhl r<>x*co (Bos* 

2043 and G1C7) » 

Qteasg^i Antl»Alrera*'t :^tt (probably 
a ro::lacat or loss) - T 

rhB*e Ifo* C dpoclal LaadtoE roj»ce - - 1,500 

Ho* 2 Tobu lirlcode 7,000 



- 24 « 
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In 3uliv*FAl3l-oIv5r*tlakl8 Az*oas 

-■Ucatsuld. unit (tH>llev©<I be evchv»or 
reclaent or 3nd Division) 500 

Dasobo ^6 3pelcal liRpOlng Pore© 1;000 

jToIco3u!ai Sb. C 5 ;mc 1«1 Lcntllnc '^oroo 1,500 

Dauobo Ilo« 20 (rloiUod) iTpoclstl Lmtl» 

livj 1 once 1,200 1,500 

Total rolnfOrcerasnla poodily avallabla 30,700 49,000 

(C) unite aasociatod with ^hle area in;U- 
oatluc th,olr pocalble trurisfer to 
tl'JLfl areas 

Davao 1st Laadlnc rpreo (/jciy) ? 

ICtli Division (lio now InTomatlon on 

tiila anlt) 25,000 

Dotal poaclblo s^olnTorcenonts 25,000 

(:Sils figure not Includod In total 
troop atrenctii of this area). 



(D) units already on Guadalcanal* Orn^lsati<m Tnblo i 

Stronctii 

I 



unit a of Second Ivlslcsn* 

4th Reclaont (Inrantry) 

29th :<or:lnoat (Inftivtry) 

2nd Ploid Artlllory Ho:::lr)cnt - - - « 
124 t2i (Olai) nojliaont (InTcntiv) 
loth Division - 

15Ui TIoavy ilrtlHory Rcr.lTsnt - - « - 
28^1 (Edd) nofjinsnl of 7tti Division- 
!!lscolI&neoue U^ts* 

Aoba Da'tallon 

laasna Force i/1530 (Ro'^lTont t)- - - - 
’tawa.jncM DotasAnoat - 
r:ltacMTO. 'iataolrerit - -- -- -- -- 
Ilaa«aoto Dotacljsaeat - -- -- -- -- 
Sasaki Datbillon ---------- 

units #C170 and C171 rsoatanki . ore© 
v.o!'iya nylnc r Co* - -- -- -- -- 
Davy Special Lanllrt- I’orocs* 
auro iJb, 5 — — - -- -- - 

Kalzuru Do, 4 ----------- 

2’’lontr?Drs (Setsuoi) --------- 

Less eovlnated laaios - - - -- -- - 
Troop otrenoth ----------- 



-25- 



2^000 

2,000 

2,500 



2,000 

2;500(?) 

2,000 

*600 

2,000 

? 

? 

? 

600 

? 

170 

liCOO 

1,000 

(1.500) 

■tslSTrri'iuD 

7 a -000 Mua 
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(E) Oarrlaona in 31 trau»!>»:^lc 3 aon 3 Area# 



Hew Srltuin 

'j-aaoata - 50 

::ab«ul — - - — _. 4,000 

ralaroa - 50 

Tilers ere prol^ably ot?.»r artall ^lo- 
toc>r»nta at Ptmdja ancj r>n the 
UlUaisaflt t^eninsula* 

Total 4,100 - 4200 

Hev Ireland 

KAvierc 000 




Ronaloxlcr or Inlond and nearby lolonds 
pix»tectod by simll. patrolo ai»G do- 
tao!imnto« 





o 



ColoQona 

Jouealnvlll© 

(Buka) 1,000 

(Sothana) - 000 

(Hlota) - - -.--I '100 

( Buln) 1:G00 

o,Stk) 

Hew Goorc^ 

! Vlal Ilarbor) 200 

Hcndova leland) - 50 

■Jlcldian Ai'.chca»Rce ) 50 

IrinGala) 50 

Glso) 500 

^So 




»•- 



(jalalta (snail detaohnents totalling) 

rtuuBsoll loland 

Santa loati. 

|l!ufu ?olnt) 
iYHccnarc Point) 

.Relceto 3«y) 



Total Gorrisc»a TiTOopa 



100 

50 

150 

100 






0,100 to 0,200 



Total Tpoope in flolorwna area proper 

(Totela orDandF) 21,100 to 21,200 



Total fcroope In llmrnrcliz - 

Oolocions area (Totals of 3,0 and E) 59,000 to 70,200 
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.;una-ooaa^!tokCKla aroa. :sroopo b«r« aro 

tiao 21st Irul«:iondont 3ri0od« conulstln^ - . 

or t»o lnfaitz *7 re^laontc 144 th and 41st^ 
onrlnoor ro^-lwcut (15th), oovaltrj, 
and the ono laountnln curi artillory ro£> "S* 

Ixaont (JJrd). less loosoo, ajvi two Itevy 
Special Lojvilat: roi?cos (Saaebo j 5 and 
VoIroBidsa k' 5} ^^Ich arc r>]^bably Li\ the 
3uoa &rea« Relnror' eriohts havo been 
isoving up to the rront hoire and one b&>- 
tf?llon (J^t hattollon (Kox*l) or the 220th 
InT* 30 ti\ Olv) la ap^azHantly bound !iex*o« 

'2otGl troops - — C,000 

Lae - Uarldisn Valley - 2,000 3,000 

ITXjO IjOOO 

Solarnttua - I3uam niver ---------- 2,000 

rei*r:uson Islsj-Vd (Sasebo jrS S*L,F, ) « • - • 200 

rotol troops - 11,000 - 32 ,000 

Total tj»ooj>a In South - 70,003 to 02,200 

Poacf lo Relnforcotaents - - -- -- 23. OX 



TOTAL 90,000 to 107,000 

L0Q/IJI0I3) 03 3>\:GI.'I0 UKIJ3 

Uavy Special Landinc Por*cos (about 1000 sten each}* 
jpuro j5 - Inerrectlve -lue to 

casualties. 

ruro - Guadalcanal 

rmx) j,?G- — — nabaul 

Ilaisuzni f3 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- iU.ska 

lialsuru „'4 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- Cu&clalcanal 

Gasebo j?5 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - Duna ai'oa, Perruoon 

Ialmd» 

Scaebo ^6----- - -- -- -- -- -- -- Juln 

Sasebo ^8 - -- -- -- - 

Tokosuica 1---------- - -- -- -- ikdcaasar area* 

Tokosulca - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- Gilberts 
YolrosulsQ ^*4----------- - -- -- - ralcao 

Yokoauka i'G---- - - -- - -- - -- -- - ".una 

Yokosuka Port at i?uln and 

part in Gilberts 

Gosebo i"20 - - -(Picked) - -- -- -- -- - O’Jiln 



27 ' 
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Arsay aaltc: 



17i:i Arr.jy Tvabaul 

Parto at-- - - 'Guadalcanal - I3una- 

r-okoda 



DlvlEl<»ia 

2nd (Sendai or okl} 

Ilaadq.nrtars 

4^1 Lafantry Horlocnt - -- - 
23 -lx mfontry nbnlnont - 
2nd riftld Artllloxy Hcf Ijacmt - 
raka^iaalxi rixr. rjo^ibnaat - 
ISaloncc - 

21st Inoopondont Slxod Prlrar© 

' 

13 Uh 



124 t2x (Oka) Infantry Horilnpnt - - - . 
30th 

lilt (^.orl) Oattallon, 220th Infantry 
Hosiaont 



'Guadalcanal 
Cuadal canal 
Guadalcanal 
•"■-uadalcanal (?) 
luculalonnol 
3uia - ralal 
Taboul 
rolcoda Area 
fhllllplneB por- 
uapa part at 
Paloo 

Guadalcanal 



On erulsora in 
^iaraarcka area 
bound for Dxzna 



Detacl'uientfi (of varyhx: slxoo) 

Aoba Davtollon - cuaualconal 

Akatauki Forco 

Coti-andlnr Oiflcor - nabaid. 

l%xlt IIo» ^040 — — — — — — LJag>ii»e 

lailt ITo, 2942 - Manila 

unit ITo* 2943 — — - .^baul 

IBrilt 3fo« <^1G7 — — — - — Habaul 

tftilt no* C168 — - — — i>aj)ira 

Itoit Ho* C171 — — — Guadalcanal 

TJhit !7o» C17S — — — — — Shortlands oroa 

loa a Force 

Corrandlnr Officer - Habaul 

Unit Ho* 13o9 (Hoc* 7) - -- -- -- -- -- - GxR'lalcanal 
rawBipxolil Dotnehnont Guadalcanal 

KltarrjTG I’orco - Otjadalconal 

3avao rirot Lar.dlnG force P&lao 

■-/aklyc. Z-iVGlaocr Co* - Giakdalccnal 

nc* 1 Yobu Dri^do - Gabaul 

Okacakl /untl-Aix»craft l&ilt - -- -- -- -- - Aboard aliip, 

Solomzu aroc* 



4i:.4 
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ESTIMATE OF EIJEI>rr CAPABILITIES 

No^} I, iq 

1 . Brief of Events during October, 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC . (All dates Hawaiian Time) 

On October 1 It was estimated that 3 enemy CVs 
and 4-6 B3s plus cruisers and DDs were operating In the TRUK - 
RABAUL area, FUNAFUTI was occupied by us on that day. Admiral 
Nlmltz and certain members of his staff returned to PEARL from 
an Inspection of the South Pacific on the 4th. TF 17 carrier 
planes raided the BUIN - FAISI area on the 5th. Damage to 
enemy was only moderate because of extremely bad weather In 
the target area, but we suffered no losses. On the night of 
lO-llth TF 64.2 intercepted an enemy force off SAVO ISLAND. 
Damage inflicted seems to be - 1 cruiser sunk, 3 cruisers bad- 
ly damaged or sunk, 4 DDs probably sunk. We lost the DUNCAN; 
the BOISE was badly damaged; and some other ships involved were 
slightly damaged. On October 12th one army regiment arrived to 
reinforce GUADALCANAL garrison. On the 13th large forces v/ere 
sighted east of the SOLOMONS approaching GUADALCANAL. No strik- 
ing force engagement resulted, but during the next day six APs 
landing troops on the NW coast of GUADALCANAL were attacked by 
our planes setting three on fire so badly that they had to be 
beached. On the 15th the enemy v/as estimated to have the fol- 
lowing combatant ships In the general RABAUL - SOLOMONS area; 

6 BB, 3 CV, 7 CA, 7 CL, about 30 DDs. On the 16th the McFARLAND 
at GUADALCANAL v;as severely damaged by a bomb hit. The VIREO, 
towing a PAB barge load of avgas to GUADALCANAL, and escorted 
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by the MEREDITH, was abandoned due to fear of an air attack. 

The VIREO crew cut the tow adrift and embarked in the MEREDITH. 
Sometime thereafter, the IffiREDITH v/as lost in an ai r attack. 

The VIREO and barge v;ere salvaged. On the 17th the SAN JUAN 
and PORTLAND raided a Jap patrol line so\ith of the GILBERTS. 

On the 18th Vice Admiral Halsey relieved Vice Admiral Ghormley 
as Comsopac. The CHESTER was torpedoed south of SAN CRISTOBAL 
on the 19th. Also on that day the O’BRIEN, enroute to PEARL 
for repairs, broke in tv?o and sank. On the 21st three DDs 
raided the enemy patrol line south of the GILBERTS. TPs 16 
and 17 joined up as TP 61 on the 22nd. On the 23rd a major 
move of the enemy tov/ard the southern SOLOMONS was discovered. 
The next day the forces were within our search. The SEMINOLE 
at TULAGI was sunk by gunfire. On the 25th air contact was 
made between the approaching enemy and TP 61. In the air duel 
which followed damage Inflicted is estimated as: 2 CV, 1 BB, 

several cruisers and destroyers damaged. (Later reports indi- 
cate fair chance of 1 large CV being sunk.) Our damage was: 
HORNET lost, PORTER lost; SOUTH DAKOTA and ENTERPRISE damaged; 
several other vessels slightly damaged. The enemy is believed 
to have lost twice as many planes as we: 130 to 65. After 

this battle both sides retired to fuel and reorganize. 

On October 20th it was decided to send 12 submarines 
from Submarines Pacific to the South Pacific. These, plus 
12 from SW Pacific, were placed under CTP 42 who in turn was 
placed under Comsopac for operational control. 

During the month the enemy continued to land reinforce- 
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ments on GUADALCANAL; make air raids on our positions there; 
shell our airfield; and several times attempted to penetrate 
our positions. The i'^arines did a splendid job of repulsing all 
attacks and keeping the position and airfield intact, Iklarlne 
pilots and own submarines inflicted severe attrition losses on 
the enemy in the SOLOMONS area. SW Pacific planes were of as- 
sistance in scouting and damaging enemy shipping. Toward the 
end of the month these activities plus our surface action had 
greatly reduced the surface activity in the vicinity of GUADAL- 
CANAL. But in spite of this the enemy has established, and been 
able to support in some degree, a strong force on the Island. 

Our difficulties in providing logistic supply to the GUADALCANAL 
area continued throughout the month. We have been able tempo- 
rarily to control the sea off GUADALCANAL. Our control of the 
air there has been temporary. Enemy submarines were extremely 
active along our supply line to the southern SOLOMONS. 

As the month ended there was no indication that the 
enemy had abandoned plans to recapture GUADALCANAL. 

NBV GUINEA . 

The Jap offensive over the STANLEY MOUNTAINS toward 
PT. MORESBY was stopped only when the advance had reached within 
a few miles of the northernmost PT. MORESBY airfield. During 
the month this offensive has been beaten back slowly and at 
the end of the month allied troops had recaptured KOKODA and 
v;ere advancing toward BUNA . Some American troops have been 
transported to the battle area by air. 

After repulsing a Jap landing in the MILNE BAY area. 
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the allied forces on the eastern tip of NE*? GUINEA and adjacent 
islands have been engaged in mopping up small enemy detachments. 

Several small enemy landings have been made during the 
month on northeastern NEW GUI^IEA but at no point have new im- 
portant positions been established. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC . 

The area was generally quiet during the month. Our 
submarine successes on patrol in Japanese home waters continued. 
During the month 12 fleet submarines were ordered to the South 
Pacific to operate under Comsopac. The Army was ordered to 
transfer the 25th Division from the iiawalian area to the South 
or SW Pacific. The Army ^^awaiian Air transferred 24 heavy bomb- 
ers and 50 fighters to the South Pacific. 

NORTH PACIFIC . 

In the ALEUTIANS the major activity was bombing of KISKA 
by Army planes from ADAK. While some success v/as achieved, the 
Japs were not forced to abandon KISKA, nor were our submarines 
able to find many targets. The^r^di^ .however, abandon ATTU and 
AGATTU. Some pressure was brought on Cincpac to use BBs to 
bombard KISPU^. Authority to reduce the cruisers in TF 8 to 
two - the RALEIGH and DETROIT - was approved by Comlnch. The 
garrison at ST. PAUL was established. 

At the end of the month the Japs hold KISKA but their 
position is believed to be almost untenable. Our positions 
seem reasonably secure with fairly sizeable garrisons. 

2 . The Situation . 

(a) Enemy . Since the middle of August the Japs have 
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been assembling troops and ships in the general RA.BAUL area. 
During the last days of October they were turned back, tempo- 
rarily at least, in what appeared to be another start of an all 
out offensive in the South Pacific. 

There is good reason to believe that the enemy will con- 
tinue the attempt to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS, and if 
successful, will try to extend his control along the island chain 
to NET// CALEDONIA. Also, he may be expected to attempt to capture 
the remainder of NSY\f GUINEA. 

Our continued pressure in the SOLOMONS area by all 
forces has caused the enemy losses and delays, but in spite of 
that he may consider himself in a favorable position. Our 
pressure also has the effect of forcing him to a maximum effort 
in the South Pacific and thus prevents him from undertaking any 
sizeable operations elsewhere. 

An estimate of enemy strength as of November 2nd is 
appended, 

(b) Own . TP 1 continues at PBARL for the purpose of 
opposing attempted enemy landings in the Hawaiian area, TP 11 
is at PEARL, and will be ready to depart for the South Pacific 
about the middle of the month when torpedo damage repairs to 
the SARATOGA and NORTH CAROLINA are completed. TP 17 has been 
broken up due to the loss of the HORNET and damage to the SOUTH 
DAIvOTA. TP 16 is not fit for battle as a CV striking force 
until the battle damage to the ENTERPRISE is repaired. The V/A3H- 
INGTON, undamaged cruisers and destroyers, and land based air 
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in the South Pacific are available to keep the lines of communica- 
tions open to the GUADALCANAL area, and to intercept the enemy- 
approaching that area. W’e have 24 submarines available for opera- 
tions in the South Pacific under Admiral Halsey. 

Our air strength in the South Pacific is not adequate 
to meet completely all demands. We can, however, provide an 
adequate search and can defend the GUADALCANAL air field. V7e are 
unable to count on the Army pilots to find and severely damage 
the enemy. Improvement in the air situation is to be expected 
as times goes on. When adequate numbers of planes in the area 
becomes a fact and when the GUADALCANAL airfield is ready in all 
respects for all-weather operations, and when supporting fields 
are constructed, the situation may permit the resumption of the 
offensive. 

Most of the Marines in the GUADALCANAL area are tired 
and reouire relief as soon as possible so that they can rest, 
reorganize, and reequip. The present strength (November 1st) at 
GUADALCANAL v/ill not permit an offensive to wipe out the enemy 
on the island, but this may be possible after the arrival of re- 
placements and reinforcements of about 14000 troops by about the 
10th, - making a total of around 35000 on the Island. There are 
several movements of troops toward the South Pacific in the offing, 
but as troops arriving are needed for offensive, adequate relief 
for tired troops does not seem probable during November. 

The logistic problem in the South Pacific continues to 

be cause for serious concern. Movements of fuel, food, and 
equipment to the GUADALC-i\NAL area are extremely difficult and 
are undertaken with considerable risk. Handling facilities at 
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all South Pacific ports and beaches are far short of require- 
ments. Small fast freighters to run supplies to CACTUS from 
BUTTON do not exist; therefore large and valuable combat loaded 
freighters have to be employed. 

While our situation in the Southern SOLOMONS is far from 
satisfactory, it is far from hopeless. It is critical, but the 
determination, efficiency, and morale of our people there is so 
fine that even the most pessimistic critics must concede that 
we will win out in the end. 

The OAHU - MIDWAY - FIJI line is still vulnerable to 
raids, but no probability of serious landing attempts is seen. 

The ALETJtiaJI situation should give but little concern 
during November. 

3. Broad Courses of Action. 

Overwhelming evidence continues to point to but one 
broad course of action at this time, i. e. to cut us off from 
AUSTRALIA and then capture or neutralize that continent. How- 
ever, in spite of this belief, it is necessary to list and brief- 
ly to discuss other feasible courses. 

If the enemy continues present large concentrations in 
the TRUIv - RABAUL - SOLOMONS area he will be unable to strike 
in force elsewhere. But the enemy has the capacity to make minor 
raids elsewhere in the Pacific and still retain superiority in 
the active area. 

Assuming that major forces are moved to another theatre 
during November, the following courses of action are within 
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enemy capabilities: 

(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY. 

Always a suitable target, but in view of the bitter 
experience in June, the enemy will be unlikely to make such 
an attempt unless under more favorable circumstances, i.e, 
assured absence of, or after defeat of, our striking forces, 
plus security in the South. It seems most improbable that 
the enemy can assemble necessary forces and arrive off MID- 
WAY during November. Nevertheless, major enemy forces are 
unreported since October 26th. It is thus physically pos- 
sible for the following to be at KIDV/AY on about November 
seventh - at least 6 B3 and 3 CV, with supporting cruisers 
and destroyers escorting and covering a major landing 
force, 

(b) An attack on Western AUSTRALIA. 

The enemy can shift his strength to the westward and 
to jump off from the NEI toward NW AUSTR.ALIA. This might 
happen if the enemy found losses too great in the SOLOMONS 
to be acceptable. Such a course seems most improbable. 

(c) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOTJMEA. 

The advantages which might accrue include: damage 

to our positions and installations of such magnitude as to 
disrupt temporaril 3 ^ our lines of supply to the South Pacific; 
and, to force a diversion which would relieve our pressure 
on the SOLOMONS and thus delay seriously our offensive. 

Raids on points near the active area are quite pos- 
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sible, but as the distance from RA.BATIL increases the proba- 
bility of raids decreases. 

(d) An extension in the ALHTJTIANS, 

Considered most improbable because (l) coming bad 
weather; (2) merely holding KISKA may require all available 
resources; (3) the enemy is aware of our ADAK position. 

(e) An offensive toward INDIA. 

No doubt this is an ultimate aim of the Japanese. 

It cannot take place (with naval support) until the Pacific 
flank is secure. Therefore, we can dismiss this course 
for the month of November. 

(f) An attack on RUSSIA. 

The stiffened Russian defense, especially at STALIN- 
GRAD, must have caused repercussions in JAPAN. \'le do not 
think that JAPAN will attack RUSSIA until a German victory 
over RUSSIA in EUROPE is a sure thing. And even then there 
is no assurance of such an attack. 

4. Most Probable Enemy Intention . 

For the month of November we conclude that the most prob- 
able move continues to be the recapture of the Southern SOLOMONS, 
and the extension of control in NE’jV GUINEA. 

It is now definite that the enemy suffered heavy attri- 
tion losses during October, and considerable damage to strik- 
ing forces on October 25th. Thus, they could not continue what 
seems to have been the start of a grand scale attack on GUADAL- 
CANAL. On the 1st of November the striking forces are to the 
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northward of our search. Some major enemy units will have to 
retire for repair and will be out of action during the month. 
Enemy plane losses in October were excessive. 

’■Thile the enemy may still retain the balance of sea 
power in the SOLOMONS area, the margin seems too small to risk 
a grand offensive. It is considered more probable that the 
enemy will - for November - be content to: 

(a) Strengthen positions and continue fighting on shore 
at CrUADALCAITAL and NEW GUINEA. 

(b) Make air attacks on our positions and shipping in 
the SOLOMONS, NET.V GUINEA, and that part of AUSTRALIA in 
reach. 

(c) Attack our communications to the SOLOMONS with 
submarines and surface vessels. 

(d) Shell our shore positions in the SOLOMONS, 

(e) Possibly raid^ our position at SSPIRITU SANTO. 

These operations will be along the lines discussed in 

last month's estimate, - remembering that the capacity of the 
enemy to conduct such operations has been reduced by October 

I 

losses. The remark applies to the operations listed in para- 
graph 7 of the October Estimate, 
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November 2nd. 

Lieut. General Holcomb, USMC, was present at the usual 
morning conference. 

Sopac operations are in his 03OI3O. Unloading of our AKs 
in the TULAGI -GUADALCANAL area proceeded during the day without 
serious interruptions. As noted yesterday, the landing of the 
8th Marines and the AGCRN group is now planned for the 4th (local). 
During the night the enemj'’ succeeded in landing a fair - rmmboi » "- o f 
troops in the vicinity of KOLI, GUADALCANAL. 

The PLUNGER reported two hits on an enemy CL in INDISPENSl- 
BLS STRAIT. 

The SUI'INER has been ordered to survey FUI'IAPUTI, At that 
place four PTs arrived for duty there. 

The Central and North Pacific Areas were nuiet. 

There is no new information regarding enemy deployments 
or intentions. 

Cominch 021618 pink is an explanation of the release of 
the news of the HORNET sinking. ^ 



November 3rd . 

Lieut. General Holcomb, USMC, Lieut. General Emmons, USA, 

Major General Lutes, USA, and TF commanders were present at the 
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. Captain McFall 
told of the HORNET engagement on October 25th. 

The operations in the Sopac are reported in Gomsopac 
040146. The transport group arrived at GUADALCANAL without meet- 
ing opposition and commenced unloading. (CTF 65 040725 and CTF 62 
040235). The ^Marines were moving troops to deal with the enemy 
landing made near KOLI yesterday and are holding the line to the 
west of our position. * 

CTF 61 040235 pink gives information on the enemy line-up 
for the battle of October 25th. 

The general situation at GUADALCANAL is not unfavorable. ‘ 

We have had no real interruption in providing logistic support 
and sending in reinforcements. Apparently the enemy knows exactly 
what we are doing but is unable to do much about it. Planes 
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November 3rd, (Continued) 

reported approaching in the past two days are not reported as 
having arrived. It is hoped that our escorts arriving with the 
transoorts and freighters will shell the enemy positions as 
often as possible. The situation v/ill not always permit this, 
out whenever done it helps our Marines. 

AIiD-2 arrived at NOTJlvEEA. 

Both the GHKSTER and SAN JUAN are being sent to SYDNEY 
for repairs. 

It now anpears that the COOLIDGS cannot be salvaged, but 
a properly equipped expedition can salvage much of the cargo. 

General Marshall has ordered General Emmons t o move 
immediately to AUSTRALIA for permanent assignment 15 replacement 
B-21^.3 with 17 combat crews. 

Gincpac 030015 pink deals v/ith increase of effectiveness 
of defense at GANTON. 

The '.VHALS has completed the first Pac Fleet offensive 
mining mission by making a plant of contact mines in the eastern 
part of TCII ^ttido. That sub also reports five torpedo hits in 
four freighters. 

It seems probable that "'T foundered in the vicinity 
of LAYSAN ISLAND. 

There are some indications that the enemy will attempt to 
resume his all out attack on GUADAIUANAL in the near future. V/e 
believe that he has superior sea power in the area, but may not i 
know it . ^ 
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November 4th . 



At his morning conference, which was attended by General 
Holcomb and TF commanders at PSAIiL, Admiral Nimitz read extracts 
from a letter written by Admiral Halsey on October 31st. The 
following were high points: (a) The day before the battle of 

October 25 th, the EilTFIIPRISE had operational losses which amounted 
to 12 planes; (b) fighter control during the battle was not too 
good; (c) heavy damage is believed inflicted on the enemy during 
the battle - maybe a CV was sunk; (d) the PORTER was lost due to 
a battle freak - hit by a broaching circling enemy torpedo; (e) 
an enemy plane landed on the forecastle of the SMITH causing an 
enormoiis fire but the ship kept right on fighting; (f) while en- 
route NOUMEA the MAHAN collided with the SOUTH DAKOTA; (g) the 
SOUTH DAKOTA is not seriously damaged, but may have to return to 
PEARL because of collision damage; (h) Admiral Halsey will not keep 
GVs and 3Bs at sea continuously in submarine infested waters; (i) 
logistics in the South Pacific is a headache. 

The day in the South Pacific was generally quiet. V/e 
were engaged in reinforcing our SOLOMONS positions and the enemy 
was thought to be reorganizing for another southward push. Comso- 
pac 050524 is a summary to the evening of the 4th (local). During 
the night two enemy ships were reported in the vicinity of CAPE 
*ES.PERAIIGE , Comsopac has requested the NE7 ZEALAND axithorities to 
provide NEW ZEALAND troops for the replacement of one U. S. in- 
fantry battalion and regimental headouarters at TONGATABU. This 
is in addition to NS’// ZEALAND troops previousl 3 ,^ requested. Trans- 
portation could be available at V'rSLLINGTON on November 18th. 

It seems indicated that the loss of the COOLIDGE was due 
to negligence and disobedience of orders on the part of the Master 
of that vessel. Comsopac is investigating. 

There was a possi ale sub contact 10 miles south of'KOKO 

HEAD. 



The S-31 reports sinking 1 large CM off PAItAI.IUSHIRO - 
again demonstrating that S-boats skillfully handled can inflict 
important damage on the enemy. 

A nightly dispersal from the anchorage in the BUIN-FAISI 
area is reported. A photograph shows a CV at RABAUL on the after- 
noon of the 5th (local). There are no further indications of 
major enemy moves. 

The following is a summary of damage inflicted by car- 
riers of TF 61 on October 25th, as reported by CTF 6 I: 

SHOKAJCU Class CV - 2 - 500/^ bomb hits 
2nd Do - 4 to 6 lOOOv bomb hits 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 4th , 



( Continued) 



KONGO Class B3 
Unidentified CL 
ATAGO Class CA 

TONE Glass CA 
2nd Do 
NACHI Class CA 



2 - lOOO/r bomb hits 
1 - 500// bomb hit 

1 - possible torpedo hit 
1 - possible 500r bomb hit 
5 - 500# bomb hits 
4 - 1000# bomb hits 

3 - tornedo hits 



Planes destroyed: 

Certain 67; probable 23, total 90. 

There is still doubt as to the source of the press re- 
lease concerning the HORNET, 
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November $th . 

Comsopac 052358 is a suiniaary of operations in that area 
to the 5th local. As there is increasing delay in receiving 
action and battle reports from Admiral Halsey he was requested 
to pass these along promptly in addition to his daily summary. 
Communication facilities available to Admiral Halsey are not 
good but Constant effort for improvement is being made. 

The day was quiet, so far as is known. A flight of 
enemy planes reported heading for CTTAHALCANAL is unreported. A 
enemy group of 1 cruiser and l6 DDs was sighted heading tov/ard 
the SHOHTLAND area during the day by search planes. One XCV, 

4 DD, several smaller combatant craft, and 31 maru type were 
reported at RABAHL. 

There is urgent need for 3000 men or balanced ratings 
in the South Pacific Area. 

Two enemy ships, thought DDs, were reported about 10 
miles north of our nosit ion at GUADALCANAL. 



Unloading of all APs in the CrUADALCANAL area was com- 
pleted by early morning of the 6th (local). Further movements 
of troops and supplies to the area are underway. 

The GONYNGHA^'i is being patched by the NAVAJO at M/ILAITA 
and should leave for ESPIPITU S.ANTO in the next day or so. 

Gominch (051524 pink) is disturbed about the multiplica- 
tion of special commands in the Sopac area and desires Admiral 
Nimitz tae discuss the matter with him at the next meeting. 



At the request of Comsopac the SUTvINclu will report to 
him for survey duty - probably at SFPIRITU SANTO. 



Comsopac assumes that the 3rd Raider Battalion v;ill be 
ready for duty assigned on December 1st. 



The Central Pacific and North Pacific areas were quiet. 
In the ALEUTIANS GTF 8 reports that weather conditions have 
become so severe that fueling at sea is nov/ rarely possicle. 



There are no new enemy developments. 




u 
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Novenber 6th. ^ 

General Emmons and the usual Task Force Commanders v/ere 
present at the morning conference held by Admiral Nlmitz. The 
general situation in the Pacific Ocean Areas was reviewed. 

During the late afternoon planes from GUADALCANAL attack- 
ed an enemy force of 1 CL and 10 DDs discovered approaching GUADAL- 
CANAL about 60 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLAND and obtained 2 
torpedo hits and one 1000# bomb hit on the CL, 1 torpedo hit on 
a DD, and shot down 12 enemy planes. Our losses v/ere four P4P4s 
and three pilots. It is indicated that enemy ships had on board 
a relief force to be landed near TASSAPARONGA POINT. 

The MAJABA was torpedoed v/hlle discharging cargo in the 
vicinity of LUNGA POINT, and was beached. All ammunition had been 
landed. Eye witnesses believe a midget or very small enemy sub 
v/as responsible. 

Comsopac 070150 gives operations to the morning of the 
6th (local). 

Comsopac 061345 is comment on Cominch message regarding 
the multiplication of base commands in his area. 

During the day Comsopac reorganized two major task forces. 
TP 16 under Rear Admiral Kinkald is the new CV force and TP 65 
under Rear Admiral Callaghan is the new cruiser force. 

Vice Opnav 062139 gives the loading of Seebees, etc., 
in the KT . VERNON and JUPITER for NOUI.IEA to arrive early in 
December, and the plans for sailing the COALMINE movement and 
ACORNS 3 and 4 for Sopac . 

The 147th infantry less two battalions is scheduled to 
arrive at AOLA BAY from TONGATABU during the last half of Novem- 
ber. ’.Then this outfit arrives there will be over 2000 Army troops 
at AOLA BAY. 

A submarine was reported off the North Coast of CALIFOR- 
NIA. 



Present indications are that the planting of minefields 
at ADAK v/ill be completed tomorrow. Photographs indicate minor 
enemy activity at ATTU. 

The enemy continues to reinforce and supply troops at 
GUADALCANAL. It may well be that v/hen the number of troops landed 
1s considered sufficient, the enemy will make a coordinated at- 
tack on our positions, employing surface ships, air, and ground 
troops to the limit of their resources in the general area. {^r 
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Novemtier 7th. 

At 1730 local a force of 4 CL's and 5 DD’s was sighted 
about 125 miles north of GUADALCANAL and apparently headed for 
that place. Last night and again the night before PT boats off 
GUADALCANAL report hitting enemy DD's. Comsopac 080101 summarizes 
operations in his area to the afternoon of the 7th local. A 2- 
man sub is claimed sunlc by a plane off CAPE ESPERANCE. This may 
be the sub that hit the MAJABA off LUNGA. Rear Admiral Turner 
will command TF 67 and expects to land reinforcements at GUADAL- 
CANAL on the 12th local. This move involves one Army regiment, 
one Marine aviation engineer battalion, and 2000 Miarine replace- 
ments--a total of about 6000 men. Tv;o companies of Marine 2nd 
Raider Battalion were landed at AOLA BAY during the day. Good 
progress is being made on the airfields at GUADALCANAL, and the 
tank farm for avgas there should be unloaded in the near future. 

Comamphibf orsopac 072358 deals with enemy troops at 
GUADALCANAL as learned from captured documents. 

Comsopac 290251 gives plans for air base commands in 

his area. 



There is some evidence of mining off LUNGA and the 
HOVEY has been ordered to sweep the area on the 10th (local). 
She will also deliver a deck load of avgas to add to the meagre 
supply. 



In the Central Pacific the only activity above routine 
is the search for a PBY5A down off JOHNSTON and a B-24 down en- 
route OAHU to CANTON. 

Seven float 0 VF were sighted at HOLTZ BAY, ATTU, 
yesterday. This is not taken as a resumption of enemy activi- 
ty there. Enemy subs continue small activity in the central 
Aleutians. There are indications of some personnel trouble 
with merchant vessels in ALASKA which is being investigated. 

The GRAYTjING reports getting tv/o torpedo hits in a 
CHIYODA class AV off TRUK. 

There is nothing new concerning enemy deployments or 
intentions. It continues almost certain that main enemy interest 
is in the Southern SOLOMONS. i 
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November 8th 



At the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, 
and attended today by General Emmons and TF Commanders, Rear 
Admiral ■ Hurray , who was recently CTE 17, told of his activities 
in October - especially on the 5th and 25th. The poor performance 
of our DD torpedoes was commented on and is a matter of serious 
concern. Admiral Nimitz congratulated Admiral Hurray for the 
fine work done by TE 17. 

The day in the South Pacific was quiet. Oonsopac 090126 
is the operations summary. Admiral Scott comments on the present 
employment of the ATL/INTA in his 080020. Also, he points to a 
disadvantage in the employment of PTs north of GUADALCANAL. The 
EDGAR ALLEN POE is reported to have been torpedoed south of 
NOTTl.lEA. GomsoTb90347 gives further details on the condition of 
the ENTERPRISE. Vice Admiral Halsey has closed his administra- 
tive office at AUCKLAND and is consolidating his staff at NOUfiSA. 

The RALEIGH made a sweep along the reported position 
of an enemy patrol line south of the GILBERTS with negative re- 
sults. • 



There is strong indication of a grand scale* offensive 
aimed at GUADALCANAL to be undertaken by the enemy in the very 
near future. 

The following is an estimate of the maximum enemy sur- 
face combatant force that can be emnloyed in the SOLOI/iON area for 
the offensive in the next week: 

4 BB, 2 CV, 5 CA, 6 CL, 21 DD. 

It must be noted that some of these units may have some damage. 

Our surface force available to opnose that offensive 
is: 



2 B3 (one damaged), 1 CV (deimaged), 4 OA, 4 OL, 

33 DD (some required for escort). 

Cominch O81505 pink and Cinopac 082145 pink deals with 
the employment of the ILLUSTRIOUS in the Pacific Fleet. 



Clncpac 092107 pink gives an estimate of enemy inten- 
tions in the SOLOMONS. 
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November 9th. 



At the usual morning conference Rear Admiral Mason told 
of the attack on the HORNET which resulted in her loss. 

ConsoDac 100316 is the operations summary for that area. 

Army 'hoo-n m oving nnr t , wn T »< i thn pant fow 

days haife succeeded in surrounding a Jap force of undetermined 
size in the vicinity of TETERE. (Comgen 1st Marines 092359). 

A group of 5 DD’s was sighted and attacked by the evening air 
search just off the northeast coast of NE'.V GEORGIA and these 
ships arrived in the vicinity of CAPE ESPERAKCE at 2230 (local). 
The ATLANTA group will arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow, and Rear 
Admiral Turner's group of reinforcements are scheduled to arrive 
the day after. His support group is preceding the AP's and is 
due to arrive one hour before midnight. The SOUTHARD reports the 
probable sinking of a Jap sub betv/een SAN CRISTOBAL and GUADAL- 
CANAL. The FLETCHER reports a possible sub contact to the east 
of SAN CRISTOBAL. 

General MacArthur will comply with the request of Com- 
sopac for maximum air effort against shipping in the BUIN-PAISI- 
TONOLEI area during the period 11-14 November (local) inclusive. 
Today at least 61 ships were reported by a coast watcher in that 
area including six cruisers and 33 DD's. Another coast watcher 
report from that area states four probable BB's there. 

Comsonac has requested that eight P-38's be flov/n from 
AUSTMLIA to GUADALCANAL at once. 

During the day subs were reported sighted off SAN PEDRO 
and near DUTCH HARBOR. CTP 8 reports the ADAK mining project 
completed in his 092045. 

It is generally believed that Zed day for the landing 
of enemy Army troops on GUADALCANAL is November 13th local. This - 
is expected to be a major effort to recapture GUADALCANAL. TP 61 
has been put on one hours sailing notice at NOUiUSA, but if the 
attack starts as belleved^lt will have to get underway at once 
to intercept. 
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November 10th . 

Sopac operations through the 10th local are in Comsopac 
110251 . Comsopac 102102 ordered TF I 6 to sortie at 10 a.m. today 
from NOUMEA and proceed toward GUADALCANAL. Two air attacks were 
made by the enemy this morning. The enemy lost a total of 5 zeros 
and 8 bombers out of 17 zeros and 35 bombers attacking. We lost 
7 F 4 F 4 and five pilots. The ZEILIN was damaged by three near mis- 
ses in the first attack but was able to start for ESPIRITU SANTO. 

No other damage was reported. Comgen 1st Mardiv 102156 reports 
ground activities and the air strike on 5 210 miles north of 

GUADALCANAL on the evening of the 10th (local). Just before mid- 
night Rear Admiral Callaghan’s force arrived off the Marine posi- 
tion and continued to the westward of GUADALCANAL without making 
enemy contacts. The APs under Rear Admiral Turner are due at 
GUADALCANAL at dawn tomorrow. TF 67 approaching GUADALCANAL has 
been sighted and reported by enemy search planes. 

Comsopac has ordered three of his subs to the vicinity 
of a point 75 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLAND, 

TF 66 has been fomed as an escort force. CTF 66 will be 
the administrative type commander for destroyers. South Pacific, 

Comsopac 110954 believes that two weeks training for a 
British CV will suffice if we use our own aircraft, bombs, key 
personnel, etc. 

The 9th Defense Battalion which arrived at NOUMEA today 
has been assigned to TF 62 for duty at GUADALCANAL, 

Enemy submarines continue active in the SOLOMONS area. 

One was reported I 5 miles east of LUNGA POINT. 

Cominch has approved the reorganization of the Sopac Mar- 
ines as outlined in Comsopac 312126. 

The SEAWOLF reported sighting a large CV and 2 DD depart- 
ing from PALAU for the South during the late afternoon. 

CTF 8 reports an air attack on enemy planes at ATTU and 
a minor air attack at KISKA, There are indications of renewed 
enemy activity in that area. This may be in the nature of a diver- 
sion. ATTU is mentioned and minor activity reported by sub recon- 
naissance on AMCHITKA. 



If our reading of the mail is correct, today is Z minus 
2 day and the striking forces will attack GUADALCANAL tomorrow. 
There are no indications of raids or other major enemy activities 
in the Pacific except as noted above in the ALEUTIANS, 



As a result of our landing in North Africa on the 7th, 
Vichy France broke diplomatic relations with us at 1930 on November 



8th, 
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November 11th 

General Emmons and TF commanders at PEARL attended the 
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

Gomsopac 120059 is the operations summary for that area. 

The good news of the day is that 20 to 25 enemy torpedo bombers 
escorted by 8 zeros were shot down by our planes and AA when 
they attacked our shipping off GUADALCANAL. Rear Admiral Turner’s 
force arrived as scheduled and was attacked in the early afternoon. 
Other flights were reported coming in but it is not reported whe- 
ther or not they arrived. Rear Admiral Callaghan’s force made two 
sweeps to the westward then took a covering position to the west- 
ward of SAVO, The APs and AKs were expected to retire from the 
area during the night of the 12th (local). 

Our search planes reported the following enemy forces 
during the day: 2 3B or CA, 1 cruiser, 6 DD, 270 miles northeast 

of ISABEL ISLAND; 5 DD 110 miles north of ISABEL; 2 CV, 2 DD west 
of GUADALCANAL, There were several enemy search plane contacts in 
the SOLOMONS area. An enemy sub was reported north of LUNGA POINT, 

Fragmentary reports have begun to arrive indicating a 
battle near SAVO during the night. The PORTLAND steering engine 
was disabled and a tov/ renuested, and the ATLANTA said she needed 
assistance. Other known details are in Cincpac 122037 pink. 

Cincpac 120031 pink is further information on the employ- 
ment of the ILLUSTRIOUS, 

FANTAN 090334 is a report of airfield construction at SUVA, 

ComS’.VPac reports that a small Allied corvette engaged 
two enemy raiders at 19-50 S, 92-40 E. One raider was reported hit 
and afire and the corvette was damaged. 

The landing field at FUNAFUTI was out in commission by 
ComGen STRAW on November 8, It is now 250’ x 3500’ , and will be 
extended to 300’ x 6000’ , 

The 147th Infantry is now loaded in the PRESIDENT HAYES 
at BLEACHER. 

The first section of TF 11 will depart PEARL for the 
south tomorrow and the second section will leave when the NORTH 
CAROLINA is ready - about the 17th. 

CTF 8 reports a medium tanker and one DD at HOLTZ BAY. 

There are several indications of renewed enemy activity in the 
ALEUTIANS, but because of great enemy activity in the SOLOMONS it 
is believed that no major effort is probable in the north. 

Cincpac 120635 indicates the need for APs and AKs for ^ 
training purposes on the West Coast, 
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November 12th 



General Eminons and Task Force Commanders at PEARL were 
present at the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimltz, 

All present v/ere brought up to date regarding current operations. 

The day in the South Pacific was one of great activity. 

As noted yesterday, a battle was working up in the vicinity of 
SAVO ISLAND. CTP 67 had completed a good percentage of unload- 
ing and departed during the evening. His three part 130115 reports 
the shelling of enemy positions by cruisers and destroyers at 
GUADALCANAL during the unloading, and of air attacks, and of 
percentage of \mloadlng. Rear Admiral Callaghan's cruiser and 
destroyer group were to intercept the enemy approaching GUADAL- 
CANAL. Rear Admiral Scott in the ATLANTA v/ith 4 DD of Desron 12 
joined Rear Admiral Callaghan. 

At ^310, local, off LUNGA POINT, the PORTLAND requested 
air coverage and tow, having been hit by a torpedo. At 0705, local, 
the HEIEKA originated a message, as senior ship, saying that the 
HELENA, SAN FRANCISCO, JUl^EAU, C'BANNON, FEETCHER and SipS’PETTwe re 
proceeding tov/ard ESTIRITU SANTO at 15 knots. All these ships are 
reported damaged. By 10. a.m. local, Comsopac had accounted for all 
his ships except the ATLANTA and 5 DDs . Shortly thereafter Comsopac 
gave details of the damage to the PORTLAND and ATLANTA in his 122322. 
By 1100 the AARON WARD reported being tov/ed to TULAGI for examination 
of damage to engines and boilers. By the afternoon the ATLANTA v/as 
sinking and had to be abandoned^ Comsopac 4p.ve those on the spot 
authority to use discretion in destroying tne ALTANTA. The PORT- 
LAND was being towed to TIXAGI at this tine. At 1755, local, 
there were about 1400 survivors of Rear Admiral Callaghan's force 
ashore at GUADALCANAL. During the evening RDO TULAGI asked 
whether or not to torpedo the MONSSEN. The extent of damage to 
two other DDs is not completely reported. Preliminary information ‘ 
of damage Inflicted on the enemy includes the disabling of one 
KONGO Class BB and one CL by torpedoes and bombs. One enem;^^shlp 
was reported blovm tip. 

As the results of the morning a^r searcl^es came in^ the 
following enemy forces were reported: 

KONGO Class BE vicinity of SAVO. 

1 BB, 3 DD - 40 miles north of GUADALCANAL. 

1 CV, 1 BB, 3 DD - 230 miles northest of GUADALACANAL , 
v/ith 3 cruisers and at least 4 DDs about 50 
miles to the eastv/ard of this CV group. 

10 AP, 12 cruisers and destroyers heading toward and 
about 50 miles from BUIN. 

1 BE, 3 DD - 45 miles north of LUUIGA with 1 BB, 1 cruiser 
4 DD near that position about I .4 hours later^ . 

CV\ 11B2 
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Hovenber 12th (Cont'd) 

2 CA, 1 DD - 330 miles northeast of I.IALAITA. 

In the afternoon there was reported: 

1 BB, 1 DD - 150 miles north of and heading toward 
GUADALCANAL . 

1 CV east of MLAITA. 

A large ship 60 miles north of GUADALACANAL. 

TF 16 had been ordered to support GUADALCANAL and the 
v/ithdrawal of our damaged units, operating to the south of SOLOMONS. 

As a result of these sightings TF 64 was formed with 2 BBs and 4 
DDs to prevent the bombardment of our GUADALCANAL position during 
the coming night. The remainder of TF 16 was directed to continue 
operations to the southwest of GUADALCANAL, striking suitable 
targets. TF 64 cannot reach an intercepting position before 0800 
local tomorrow but the ENTERPRISE group will be in a position to 
strike in the GUADAIiACANAL area at daylight tomorrov/. The 
ENTERPRISE flew in some planes to GUADALACANAL, probably because 
her damage (VO^o effective estimated) will not permit her to 
operate all of her planes effectively. 

Comairsopac stated he v/ould attack enem^^ cruisers if 
they approached VANIKORO with SBDs and TBFs from ESPITIRU SANTO. 

During the day two strikes of B-17s were launched. 

The first strike of 8 B-lVs failed to get hits on the BB northwest 
of GUADALCANAL, and the other strike is not reported. 

At least five enemy plane strikes v/ere made on GUADAL- 
CANAL. None were reported reaching that place. 

During the day it became doubtful if there were any 
enemy CVs in the SOLOMONS area. 

Air forces from the SW Pacific attacked shipping in the 
BUIN area with good results, and Admiral Halsey requested further 
attacks on the APs, He also requested that 18 B-24s be alerted 
in the S'V Pacific for a flight to ESPIRITU SANTO, or EFATE, or 
NE’.V CALEDONIA, as designated later. 

During the evening GUADALCANAL directed the sinking of 
the ATLANTA tomorrow at daylight. 

Shortly after midnight GUADALCANAL reported being heavily 
shelled by naval gunfire. The last shelling there caused serious 
damage and so this report causes much concern. 

The enemy has postponed Z day until the 14th (Local). 

Thus tomorrow may be another very exciting day, ^e continue to 
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November 12th . (Continued) 

be optimistic. Our forces will be in good position to come to 
grips with the enemy, and if gunfire did not put HENDERSON field 
out of commission, our Marine pilots should make the landing 
extremely costly. ^ 

The FINBACK reports sinking 27,000 tons enemy shloping 
to the east of FORMOSA. 



The pilot of the Rickenbacker plane which landed at sea 
three weeks ago was rescued today off FUNAFUTI. As other personnel 
are thought in rubber boats near the position where the pilot was ^ 
rescued, there seems some chance of saving them. 



November 13th . 

Continuing with the narrative of yesterday Comsopac 
130428 describes some results SAVO action. The ATLANTA was 
sunk by our forces after damage received from the enemy had 
completely wrecked her. It is found from enemy survivors that 
our forces may have engaged two enemy groups, - 1st 2 BB, 1 CL, 

6 DDs; 2nd 2 BBs, 2 CAs. The PORTLAND and AARON WAI'tD arrived 
at TULAGI for temnorary repairs to permit them to withdraw. The 
MONSSEN probably was torpedoed by our own forces. 

Morning searches discovered the following enemy forces: 

(1) A convoy of 12 AP off the northern coast off the north 
coast of NEW GEORGIA headed southeast, 

(2) A group of 25 ships southwest of ISABEL ISLAND headed 
southeast, 

( 3 ) 5 ships (one damaged) 75 miles northeast ISABEL ISLAND 
headed northwest, 

(4) A "large force" of cruisers and DDs 60 miles northeast 
of ISABEL ISLAND headed south, 

(5) 2 BB, 1 CL, 11 DD Just off the east coast of NE.V GEOR- 
GIA on southeast heading, 

(6) 1 BB, 1 CL, 2 DD 60 miles south of SHORTLAND ISLAND and 
heading to that place, 

( 7 ) Several enemy patrol planes. 

Other minor contacts were made. 




(Continued on next page) 
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November 13th , 



{ Continued) 




Photos yesterday show one direct hit and two near mis- 
ses by 3-17s in first drop on B3 of the FUSO Class, and a second 
drop claims three hits. 

The orders for TF l6 and TF 6U are shown in Comsopac 

131730. 




Both the planes from the ENTERPRISE (See Comsopac 14- 
1020) and from GUADALCANAL attacked enemy forces approaching in 
the vicinity of the NE’.V GEORGIA group. As a result of these air 
attacks Comgen CACTUS reported 11 enemy AP, 6 of which were dam- 
aged, and several DDs were milling around 60 miles northwest of 
SAVO at 1600 local and asked CTF 64 if he could strike. The re- 
sults of B-17 and PBY strikes during the day waiounot reported. 
ComNavUnit CACTUS 140716 is his belief of enemy conditions. 



As GUADALCANAL planes operated successfully during the 
day it is assumed that last ni^ts shelling did not seriously 
damage the airfield. 




The FLYING FI55H made an unsuccessful attack on the force 
of cruisers and DDs northeast of ISABEL, CTF 42 readjusted sub 
positions in the hopes of getting the cripnies, or any other 
prime targets. 

At 1903 local CTF 64 stated he would enter east of RUS- 
SEL at 2200. At 2000 a plane reported a naval battle to the 
westward of RUSSEL ISLAl-TD. This report is not understood. CTF 
64 reported being off LUNGA at 2245. -A-t 2322 CTF 64 reported 
"engaging enemy". 

SAN FRANCISCO damage and casualties are reported in 
his I4IO5B and 141115. The loss of the JUNEAU by enemy torpe- 
does is reported in the HELENA’S 141406. It is certain that 
Captain Young of the SAN FRAITCISCO was killed, but no report has 
been made concerning Rear Admiral Callaghan, 

Comgen 1st MarDiv 132233 reports activities on the 12- 

13 local. 







The first NEW ZEALAND troops to garrison NOUMEA should 
arrive there November l6th. 

The PRESIDENT HAYES with Army troops from BLEACHER em- 
barked has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO, 

For the first time in this campaign P-3Bs and B-26s are 
reported at GUADALCANAL, 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 13th . (Continued) 

The personnel of the Rickenbacker plane, except one man 
who died at sea, have been saved. 



The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 



As the day ends it seems most probable that while we 
have suffered severe losses in ships and personnel, our gallant 
shipmates have again thwarted the enemy. If so, this may well ^ 
be the decisive battle of this campaign. . 



November 14th. 

General Emmons and the usual Task Force Gommanders 
were present at Admiral Nimitz’s morning conference. 




As previously noted our BB group had been ordered to 
parallel the SOLOMONS 50 miles to the westward and the ENTER- 
PRISE group to parallel 100 miles to the westward. The subse- 
quent action of our BB group is described in CTF 6A 150355. 
Probably because the ENTERPRISE damage would not permit her 
planes to operate efficiently, 54 were flown off to GUADALCANAL, 
At the end of the day the BBs and the ENTERPRISE were returning 
to NOUMEA and the ENTERPRISE planes will proceed to ESPIRITU 
SANTO as soon as conditions warrant, Comsopac 150355 and 151310 
give damage to own and enemy forces. The MEADE and air bombard- 
ment are credited with the destruction of all four enemy AKs 
beached in the vicinity of TASSAFARONGA POINT. V/hile a great 
many of the details of the events of the day in the general GUAD- 
ALCANAL area are not yet known, it is certain that TF 67, 64 , 
and 16 inflicted such heavy damage on the enemy that the push 
was completely broken up and the enemy was forced to retire. 

During the retirement of TF 64 the WASHINGTON and SOUTH 
DAKOTA were attacked by enemy air, 

A summary of our losses and damage is: 

Lost: ATLAITTA, JUNEAU, MONSSEN, V/ALKE, LAFFEY, PRESTON. 



Probably lost: BARTON, CUSHING. 



Severely damaged: SOUTH DAKOTA, SAN FRANCISCO, 

Damaged: HELENA, FLETCHER, O’BANNON, STERRETT, 
GWIN, AARON WARD. 



PORTLAND. 

HEmiAM, 

lies 



(Continued on next page) 










November 14.th. (Continued) 

Personnel loss is not known, but includes Rear Admiral 
Callaghan and three of his staff, and Captain Young - all of 
whom were in the SAN FRANCISCO and were killed during the night 
action of TF 6?. 

The enemy losses are not accurately known. It is safe 
to assume at least the following: 

3 

Sunk: 12 AP(AK), 3 CA, 9 DD. 

Severely damaged: 1 BB, 

Damaged: 1 BB, several cruisers and DDs. 

SW Pac air is expected to strike damaged ships reported 
entering the BUIN-FAISI area. 

We still have to hear of what was accomplished by TF 
63, TF 42, GUADALCANAL air, and the PTs, 

The INDIANA group arrived at BALBOA and will proceed at 
once to the South Pacific, 

Batdiv 4 has been diverted to NANDI, The SARATOGA 
group will cross the equator next Monday, 

The MANLEY and McKEAN will land 2 companies of the 2nd 
Raider Battalion at AO LA BAY and will also tow 4 PTs to TULAGI, 

We are two days behind on reports from General Vande- 
grift. No major land action is reported. 

Vice Opnav 141926 gives plans for NEvY ZEALAITD air em- 
. ployment and requests CinC Pac and Comsopac views. 

The Central Pacific area was quiet. 

In the North Pacific AA fire was encountered by our 
planes at ATTU and landing barges were sighted. Possible enemy 
radio activity was reported at AJiCHITKA, ^ 
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November 1 5th. 



General Emmons and the Task Force Commanders at Pearl were 
present at the usual morning conference. 



It is now definite that the enemy offensive was completely 
stopped. It is probable that damage we inflicted on the enemy 
is greater than received by us. As striking forces of both 
sides have retired from the GUADALCANAL area and can hardly be 
in large scale action in the near future, it appears that now 
is the time to move in supplies and to relieve the tired Marine 
amphibious troops. CTP 62 has already started a movement of 
supplies to GUADALCANAL. 

The ENTERPRISE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WASHINGTON, and screening 
DDs are enroute NOUMEA. The NORTIIAMPTON, PENSACOLA, and 3 DDs 
(TP 16.6) are at ESPIRITU SANTO waiting orders where they will 
be Joined by the LEANDER. The PORTLAND and AARON WARD are mak- 
ing temporary repairs at TULAGI. The BENHAM and GWIN are limp- 
ing tov/ard ESPIRITU SANTO and are being escorted by the SHAW 
and NICHOLAS. 

CTP 62 151012 (2 parts) gives results of recent action 
after conference with commanding officers engaged. Comsopac 
161124 also summarizes resxxlts of the battle. 

Comgen 1st Marines 152246 reports action on GUADALCANAL, 
including air activity. 

C.O.S. Army & Cominch 141928 (2 parts) gives procedure 
for distribution, allocation, and replacement of aircraft in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

Because of a report of sighting an enemy land plane by 
our search plane 675 miles NW OAHU, condition ONE was ordered 
at midnight. The enemy threat did not materialize and normal 
conditions of alert were resumed about eight hours later. 



Except for two reports of enemy submarines the Central 
and North Pacific areas were quiet. 
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November l6th. 



As the Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, the 
Commander, Hawaiian Sea Frontier, and Task Force Commeinders at 
PEARL are either present in person or represented at the daily 
morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, notation will not be 
made except to note absentees. 

There was no action with the enemy in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas yesterday except minor air and submarine contacts. During 
this lull in the South Pacific both the enemy and ourselves are 
commencing to regroup, and to plan for the repair of damaged ships. 
Major logistic support for the GUADALCANAL area is underway. 

Rear Admiral Turner expresses his views regarding the 
force necessary to protect our lines of communications to advance 
positions in his CTF 62 I6II33. 

The action of the PORTLAND in the 3rd Battle of SAVO 
is in his 2 part »lo8<> + and I704OO. The PORTLAND also sends 
(I6O830) the account of the senior survivor of the PRESTON, Cap- 
tain Jenkins, senior survivor on GUADALCANAL describes other 
losses and personnel casualties (RDO CACTUS 140358). The MEADE 
150145 reports bombardment of enemy APs (AKs?) and the rescue of 
survivors. 



An enemy AK was reported stopped and smoking just west 
of SAVO ISLAND. 

The Marine reorganization in the South Pacific is made 
effective by Comsopac I6II44. 

Cincpac has delegated to ^omsopac authority for deploy- 
ment and redistribution of Army and Na-'/y air organizations in 
the South Pacific Area. 

Two enemy submarines were reported sighted off CAPE 
HINCHEN3R00K, ALASKA. 

There is indication that the enemy is again becoming 
active in the BUNA area. So far the move of forces to that area 
is of a minor nature. It is believed, however, that if the enemy 
can find the means, they will plan to capture all of NITJV GUINEA, 
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November 17th . 

The only enemy action of note in the Pacific during 
the da 3 '- is the movement of troops and air to the vicinity of 
BUNA, iJEW GUINEA, It appears that the enemy is reinforcing 
the position there. 

The report of ENTERPRISE plane operations between 
November 13 and 15 inclusive is in Comsopac 180655. 

Comgen Mardiv 172205 reports GUADALCANAL operations. 

The PORTLAND will require the services of a tug when 
she leaves TULAGI, That ship recommends repairs be accomplished 
at SYDNEY. 



The delivery of supplies of all kinds to the GUADAL- 
CANAL area is now underway on a large scale. 

The WICHITA, CLEVELAND, SUWANNEE, SANGAITON, JENKINS, 
MURPHY, RADFORD, V/ALLER and COfMAY have been ordered to pro- 
ceed to the Pacific for duty at an earlj'^ date. The BOISE will 
remain in the Atlantic. Cominch 180255 pink. 



CTF 8 has been directed to submit a plan as early as 
practicable for expulsion of Japs from the ALET’TIANS. The plan 
will also include consideration of early occupation of AMCHITKA 
to deny it to the enemy as an air field site. 



Aside from minor enemy moves toward KISKA and BUNA, 
there is no new information of enemy deployment or intentions. 



November 18th. 







Again the day was quiet in the South and Southwest Pa- 
cific except for minor activity in the BUNA area. Our logistic 
movements to the SOLOMONS are proceeding satisfactorily accord- 
ing to plan, and when completed and bulk avgas storage instal- 
led much greater strength of our positions will result. 



In his 190659 CTF 64 reports damage Inflicted during 
the night of 14-15 local. As some of this was predicted and 
reported by Comsopac, we are not yet ready to estimate enemy 
losses. It seems quite probable that damage inflicted is con- 
siderably greater than the preliminary fragmentary reports in- 
dicated. It may even be that our forces in the south have in- 
flicted decisive damage for this phase of the campaign. In any 
event we can reasonably assume that with the arrival of TP 11 
in the near future and the strengthening of GUADALCANAL now in 
progress that we can expect to control both the sea and air in 
the Southern SOLOMONS. If the 25th Army Division can be sent 
in to GUADALCANAL to relieve the 1st Marine Division, the Marines 
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November 18th . (Continued) 

can rest, reequip, and prepare for the next step. As the sit- 
uation now stands there seems to be a good chance to starve 
out the Japs on GUADALCANAL, 

There were no new developments in the Central or North 
Pacific areas. 



In Clncpac 182131 is a plan to withdraw Pacific Fleet 
submarines from the South Pacific area in order to increase ^ 

patrols in Empire waters. 



November 19th . 




The South Pacific continues quiet. Logistic support 
of GUADALCANAL is proceeding according to plan. The present 
development of airplane fields at GUADALCAIJAL is in Coragen 1st 
Mardiv 182338. Comsopac 201135 is a summary to the 19th local. 
It is now learned that damage inflicted on the enemy on Nov- 
ember 14-15 by TF 64 was not Included in prter damage reports 
made by Admiral ilalsey. On this basis a tentative estimate 
damage to the enemy November 8-16 is 





Sunk 




Damaged 








(a) 




Total 


(a) 




Total 


BB 


1 


1* 


2* 


1 


1 


2 


CA 


3 


3 


6 






1 


CL 


2 




2 


«• 






DD 


5 


1 


6 


6 


1 


7 


AP 


10 


- 


10 


— 


- 


- 


AK 


3 




3 








SS 


2 


— 


2 

31 


— 




10 



* BB or GA 
** Tyne not stated 



The remodeled ARGONAUT will leave PEARL about the 23rd 
for the South Pacific. Her new capabilities are shown in Com- 
subpac 200021. 

• The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. Cinc- 

pac 200923 requests clarification of the status of the bases 
OSTLER and LIIffiOUT. 



The center of enemy interest in the South has shifted 
from GUADALGAI'IAL to the BUNA area, but there is nothing yet to 
indicate anything like a major move toward NE*.*/ GUINEA. There 
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November 19th . (Continued) 



is nothing new learned of enemy deployments or intentions, 
except some activity at MUNDA, N©V GEORGIA and the indica- 
tions of further strengthening at BUKA. ^ 



submarine and air activity was noted but in interest con- 

tinued to be the logistic supply of our SOLOMONS positions and 
the repair of damaged combatant units. Comsopac 210600 refers 
to plans for the 21st (local), A flight of enemy planes were 
reported coming in to CACTUS but no arrival report was received, 
Comsopac urges that Pacific Fleet submarines remain in his area 
(his 210643). 

The tanker situation in the Sopac area is discussed in 
Gincpac 200925. 



in the Central and North Pacific areas. The logistic supnort of 
GUADALCANAL is proceeding according to plan without opposition. 
No report of land operations on GUADALCANAL was received during 
the day. Minor enemy activity continues in the BUNA area. The 
enemy is landing some troops and materials at MUNDA, NIT/V GUINEA. 
The Japs are to try to land troops and supplies on GUADAIAJANAL 
from submarines. 



his part in the 3rd Battle of Savo and stresses the importance 
of radar in night action, 

Comsopac 220120 comments on need of present APs and AKs 
in his area. 



Consideration is being given to convert 5 additional ODDs 



November 20th 




The day in the South Pacific was 




Some enemy 



The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

Rear Admiral Giffen’s force will leave the east for 



the Canal Zone, enroute to the Pacific, on December 5th. 
There are no new enemy developments. 






November 21 




The South Pacific continues quiet, as is also the case 



Corabatdiv SIX 211238 (2 parts) discusses the gunnery of 



Comsopac 210052 reauests speed in delivery of PCs to his 



area 



Cominch 211800 desires further information on Cincpac 
proposal to establish ComairsopecSub«>*'A. 



to APDs for use in the South Pacific. 

There were no new enemy developments 




■^.r:RVT_ 



November 22 



The South Pacific continues quiet. Air searches were 
negative. Complete coverage was not possible due to bad 
weather. 



Comsopac 221037 is a summary of the day at GUADAL- 
CANAL. Logistic support is going in, including turkeys for 
Thanksgiving . 

The BENHAM received a torpedo hit during the night 
of 14-15 November off SAVO. During the following afternoon 
the ship was thought breaking up and the crew was transferred 
to the GWIN who sank the BENHAM by gvinflre. 

There is the possibility that the Japs are using 
captured Allied planes to trail our forces. 

Comsopac 222357 gives progress of repair to STERETT, 
BUCHANAN, and O'BANNON. The PORTLAND is underway for SYDNEY 
after temporary repairs at TULAGI, 

Comsopac 230612 is the Task Force reorganization of 
the forces under his command, 

Comlnch 230032 pink directs the return of 6 subs to 
Comsowespac and that 6 preferably 8 PT boats be placed at the 
disposal of MacArthur in response to the latter’s request. 

Clncpac 222125 is a proposal for redistribution of 
Pacific Fleet subs, 

pKopoi'eJ 

Clncpac 222241 requests information of command 

relations at GUADALCANAL. 



Comlnch 221541 directs the transfer of 4 APs and 2 AKs 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Fleet. This will ease the 
training problem of TF 3. 

The enemy continues active in the BUNA and MUNDA area. 
There is some indication that Jap CVs have returned to JAPAN 
for reorganizing, refitting and training, 

CamA 
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November 23rd. 



There were no new developments In any Pacific Ocean kre&t, 
today. Because of expected enemy submarine pperations off 
GUADALCANAL, Com Gen 1st Marines requests EmSfei forces in 
additional to the PT's. 



The SOUTH DAKOTA will go to NEW YORK for battle damage 
repair, and the SAN FRANCISCO will go to MARE ISLAND. 

The proposed command set up at GUADALCANAL is shown in 
ComSoPac's 240145. 



The enemy is planning reinforcements to the BUNA, MUNDA, 
and GUADALCANAL area by destroyers. As previously mentioned, 
subs have been ordered to bring supplies and troops to GUADAL- 
CANAL. It is evident that the enemy is in no position to 
dispute our command of the sea area in the Southern SOLOMONS 
at this time. 



November 2Ath . 

As has been noted for several days, the enenwjj^fc-^est in 
the South and Southwest Pacific concerns: (1) The BUNA relief 

force, (2) Logistic support of GUADALCANAL by submarines and DDs, 
(3) strengthening the IvlUNDA position. 

Our logistic support of GUADALCANAL continues in a satis- 
factory manner. Comsopac 240525 and 251215 summarize activities 
in the Southern SOLOMONS. At 0320 the 26th (^local) enemy planes 
were reported over GUADALCANAL. 

Comsopac believes that the SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS occupation 
should "fe continue^ to be held in abeyance because of construc- 
tion difficulties and desirability of avoiding dissipation of 
effort. 

In the SW Pacific the allied troops are pressing the enemy 
in the BUNA area. Of a reported group of 1 CL and 4 DDs attacked 
by S'/TPac air to the southwest of NET.'/ BRITAIN, two DDs are reported 
hit and burning. 

The NORTH CAROLINA has been sent to SUVA to join other 3Bs 
there. The MINNEAPOLIS, PERKINS, and Dj&^YTON will join TF 6? 
at ESPIRITU SANTO. 

The LOUISVILLE, FRAZER, and GANSEVOORT depart PEARL for the 
South tomorrow escorting APs loaded v/ith the first combat team 
of the 25th Infantry Division. 
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November 24th (Continued) 

Cominch 232222 describes the LI>3E0UT and OSTLER garrisons. 

Cincpac plans for the seizure and occupation of KISFZA, and 
an estimate for the resumption of the Sopac offensive are under- 



November 25th . 

There were no major activities in the Pacific today. 

Comsopac 261300 is a summary for hishrea. The AO LA project 
has been abandoned. Apparently the new unloading point is 3000 
yards east of T0CxA.ATA Point. (CTF 62 260458). Comsopac 250609 
urges that Admiral Fitch's title be CTF 63 only and a rear admiral 
be ordered as Comairsopac at NOTJTvtEA. Cincpac comments on this 
in his 260247 to Cominch. The nort director setup in the South 
Pacific is outlined in Comsopac 260632. 

The master of the COOLIDOE will be brought to trial. Both 
Army and Navy have jurisdiction. 

Cominch 240330 (pink) relays SWPac despatch to Cincpac show- 
ing that Admiral Carpender was not consulted by General MacArthur 
prior to his recent request to Washington for Naval forces. It 
also gives sub distribution in support of NSW GUINEA. 

Cominch 252330 (pink) suggests possibility of relief of Marines 
in SAMOA and IIAV/AII by the Army, 



A tanker wa^at tacked off San Francisco Bay today by an enemy 
submarine. 

CTF 8 252030 (pink) gives his estimate of enemy troop strength 
in the western ALETTTIAI'IS, The estimate seems a bit high. Cominch 
desires a report and recommendations of landing field possibilities 
on AMCHITKA. The Army recommended against occupation for that 
purpose in the early fall. CTF 8 will make a survey as soon as 
possible. 

CTF 8 260155 (pink) 2 CLs and 4 DDs to intercept a convoy 
Indicated now enroute KISKA. 

Cominch 251659 indicates British units may soon report to 
South Pacific for duty. 

The Army Signal Corns seems to think action imminent at RABAUL, 
Here it is believed that no major enemy activity in the South 
Pacific can take place in the next two or three weeks. , ' 



way. 
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November 26 

Comsopac 271254 is the dally summary of his area. 

The report of 3000 Japs at REKA.TA is a much larger force than 
had been estimated there. At 0434/28th local (-11) enemy planes 
were reported over CACTUS, There is some doubt concerning the 
combat readiness of the 43rd Division, location of the Amerlcal 
Division and 9th Defense Battalion, and the 1st Raider Battalion, 
Comsopac has been requested to keep Cincpac Informed of these and 
the organization and strength of future troop movements, 

Cominch 251415 is sending 4 APs and 2 AKs to the Pac- 
ific, leaving the east coast mid December, As 3 AP and 2 AKs are 
to be loaded for the South Pacific it seems best to send them as 
planned. The need for APs and AKs in TF 3 for training is urgent. 
Until the planned training there is completed no troops will be 
available to oust the Japs from the ALEUTIANS, Because of this 
Admiral Halsey has been asked to comment on the Immediate release 
to TP 3 of 3 AP and 2 AK, 

NA WELLINGTON 262230 gives Commodore Goddards views 
on Nev/ Zealand air. 

The reported submarine sighting off SAN FRANCISCO 
yesterday now appears quite doubtful, 

Cincpac 262305 pink agrees in principle with the re- 
lief of Marine ground and air units at SAMOA and HAWAII mentioned 
yesterday. 



In the ALEUTIANS, the enemy convoy believed enroute 
to SEKICHI has been delayed 2 or 3 days, CTP 8 is attempting to 
Intercept with 2 CL and 4 DD, working with PBY search. 



There are no new enemy developments. 






November 27 






There were no major contacts with enemy units during 
the day. Various sightings indicate an AK afire to the westward 
of NFiV GEORGIA, This damaged ship is in a small group of DDs and 
Marus apparently standing toward the SHORTLAKDS area. The ALCHIBA 
was torpedoed off LUNGA today. The ship was beached and when last 
reported was on fire forward but unloading continued from the after 
hatches, CTP 62 280309 suggests sweeps to reduce the hazard of un- 
loading. 



The INDIANA will join up with other BBs at FIJI and the 
COLUMBIA will go to ESPIRITU SANTO to join the force under Rear 
Admiral Wright, 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 27 (Continued) 



The HELENA 140001 gives additional details regarding 
the 3rd Battle of Savo, including details of the loss of the 
JUIIEAU. 

Ground activity continues in the BUNA area. Neither 
side is indicated having the upper hand. 



In the North Pacific Rear Admiral Smith with 2 CL and 
4 DD is making a sweep toward ATTU in the hope of intercepting an 
enemy convoy which is indicated bringing reinforcements and sup- 
plies to the Western ALEUTIANS. B-26*s were ordered to attack a 
small AK reported in HOLTZ BAY. The planes reported 3 hits leav- 
ing the AK on fire and sinking. The air search which covered 
ATTU and SEMICHI reported negative results except for sighting 
the above AK aground. A possible sub was also reported. 

There are no new enemy developments. 



November 28th. 




The South Pacific was generally quiet during the day. 

As it is believed that an enemy convoy indicated as eight DDs wd 
6 APs will attempt to land food at GUADALCANAL tomorrow, CTF 6? 
was ordered, to proceed from ESPIRITU SANTO with available cruisers 
and DDs to Intercept. 

■ ny Co^^o pc4C- 

ENTEItPRISE engine repairs are now completed and the 
ship can make full power. As battle damage repairs are not yet 
permanently made, there will be some reduction in the reliability 
of air operations. No yard overhaul is proposed at this time. 

The COLUMBIA at BLEACHER has turbine trouble v/hich reduces her 
speed to 20 knots. The ship v;ill arrive at NOUlfflA December 2 
( local) , 



Comsopac 280145, 291050 (passing Mac Arthur’s 271136), 
and MacArthur’s 29IIOO discuss Naval requirements to support N®7 
GUINEA operations. 

The enemy continues to receive damage from S'.VPac air 
in attempts to run convoys to the B^^na area. A DD was reported 
hit west of NEIY BRITAIN and the group, of which this was one, 
turned back, 

Cominch 281235 authorizes "Fleet Air Command, Noumea". 

CTF 8 290035 outlines destroj'-er needs for the North 
Pacific Force. Those vessels are now operating at maximum capacity 
and without a reserve number to permit needed overhauls. A sub 
was reported southwest of BITKA. 

The German auxiliary "RAJ^'SES’' enroute KOBE to Germany 
was intercepted by the ADELAIDE. The Germans scuttled their ship. 
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November 28th . (Continued) 



Aside from the Jap attempts to feed and reinforce posi- 
tions at NE’.V GUINEA, GUADALCANAL and the ALIffTIANS, there is 
nothing new known of enemy denloyments or intentions. ^ 

November 29th ^ 



During the night the first reports, came from Rear Admiral 
Wright (CTF 67). That force had been ordered from ESPIRITU SANTO 
to Intercept an enemy force of eight DDs, plus possible 6 APs, off 
GUADALCANAL. Act^n between surface forces commenced about 1030 
p.m. local. Of Adi'rals Wright’s force of 4 CA, 1 CL, 6 DD, the 
first damage reoor'^s are: MINNEAPOLIS, 2 torpedo hits; NORTHAMPTON, 
on fire aft looks like total loss; NEW ORLEANS, torpedoed; 
PENSACOLA, uncertain; HONOLULU, not reported. As is usually the 
case we get bad newsflrst; enemy damage is not reported. ComSoPac 
ordered CTP 11 to proceed at once toward GUADALCANAL (SARATOGA, 

SAN JUAN, DESRON 6). TP 65 (MARYLAND, COLORADO, NORTH CAROLINA, 
HULL, MONAGHAM) were placed on 2 hours notice. 

¥he MAC PARLAND, which was badly damaged sometime ago in 
an airc attack off LUNGA, is enroute ESpIRITU SANTO. 

The ALCHIBA is still afire forward, and aground off LUNGA. 
Salvage is being investigated. 

COMINCH 291906 (Pink) gives the destination of the 25th 
DIVISION. It also states that the 1st Marine Division will be 
sent to AUSTRALIA. 



COMSOPAC 291811 gives his plans for aerial mining. He is 
not ready now for such an offensive compalgn. 

COMINCH 281708 discusses base developments in South Pacific, 
ComSoPac is asked whether or not he approves the development of 
BUTTON into a LION base. 



COMINCH 291755 deals with the employment of gas in warfare. 
Gas warfare is forbidden to be initiated by any U.S. Commander. 

The extent of the enemy move to the ALEUTIANS is in doubt. 
Plve convoys are believed to be enroute. Except for this move, 
and the known activities in the NEW GUINEA area nothing significant 
is known of enemy olans or developments, . ^ 
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November 30th 

Comtaskfor 67 301730 and 302350 pink describes what is 
now known of yesterdays action. Many iranortant details are yet 
to be reported. Rear Admiral Tisdale will arrive at BUTTON in 
the HONOLULU tomorrow and will be able to make further report. 

Cominch Soltis' pink is uneasy regarding^tfie ^^uth Pacific 
campaign and requests comment from Cincpac. A tentative answer 
to Cominch is in Cincpac 010931 pink to Comsopac, ~ ja i for the 
latter’s comment. 

In answer to Cincpac proposal to sail 3 -AP and 2 AK to 
San Diego to meet urgent training requirements, Comsopac sent 
his 3OO84I. Because of the necessity for CTF 3 to start train- 
ing on a much larger scale than now underway, Cincpac directed 
3 APs to return to San Diego in his 010335. 

Comsopac 011321 gives CACTUS activities. 

The PORTLAND is making satisfactory progress toward 
SYDNEY. The NAVAJO, which was accompanying the PORTLAND, has 
been ordered to CACRJS for salvage. 

Cincpac 010645 gives views on aerial offensive mining 
in the Pacific. It is believed that we should harass the enemy 
with every conceivable means. 

The work remaining to be done on the CACTUS airfields 
is in GUADALCANAL 300255 . 

The SARATOGA has turbine trouble which reduces ship 
speed to 27 knots. Repairs are beyond the capacity of the ship’s 
force. So far as is known today the SARATOGA task force is still 
proceeding to CACTUS, but other SoPac combatant units have been 
returned to 12 hours notice. 

Returning from patrol off NEW GEORGIA the GRiU/IPUS re- 
ports (1) 18 October - possible hit in CL; (2) 6 November - 1 hit 
in DD; (3) 9 November - 2 hits in DD. The TROUT fired 5 torpedoes 
at a BB north of MALAITA on 13 November but all missed, 

CTF 8 290110 gives his aerial offensive mining plans. 

Some evidence is beginning to come in of another push 
toward CACTUS, It may be that the enemy will employ CVs when 
and if it takes place. The enemy contimies to be active in the 
NEW GUINEA area jut no large scale move in that direction is 
noted. 




In the ALETJTIAiJS the enemy moves are not clear. It seems 
probable that convoys now enroute the Western ALEUTIANS are bring- 
ing in reinforcements and replacements. Photos show that the 
enemy is there to stay until ousted by troops. 



it the 



03 0521 CIKGPAC to COmCH 



For Admiral King only. Highest secrecy. Had given full 
consideration to disadvantages raised hy your 011605 as 
to operating Batdiv 3 in Sopac . Logistics can be met. 

I have had the AA batteries of Batdiv 3 increased by ad- 
dition of 2 40 MM quads and 46 20 Ii^M guns per ^ip, mak- 
ing them comparable to those of Batdiv 4. These AA bat- 
teries will of course be improved when they receive their 
remaining 40 MM guns and replace 5" -25s with 5” -38 but 
their underwater defense will not be satisfactory until 
third deck centerline compartments are made watertight. 

It was with all t is in mind I decided in view of the mili- 
tary situation these ships should go to Sopac. My 232047 
and Halsey's 250522. It is probable that the enemy will 
make at least one more powerful move against CACTUS in- 
cluding more of his battleships than he used last time. 

The need for additional gun power to defeat this move has 
been accentuated by recent losses in heavy cruiser strength. 
I consider this situation more acute than those in the past 
which led to suggestions for use of OBB. Your 272058 of 
April and 121750 of August. Para. I believe that decision 
should be made now whether we shall lay up all OBB for 
lengthy modernization or whether we shall keep available 
and utilize some in situations where their hitting power 
may be the deciding factor. Will await your further advice 
before cancelling transfer of Batdiv 3 one ship at least 
of Tiriilch will be required as part of escort for troop con- 
voy departing December 6. 

02 2155 CIKCPAG to COMGEUHAWDEPT . COMHA'VSFAFRON Info ASP PEaRL etc . 

'/Vhlle situation at present does not indicate probability / 
any major Jap attack Hawaiian area o first anniversary of | 
Battle of Pearl Harbor, possibility exists of acts of sabo+ 
tage by misguided local Japanese or of minor shelling by i( 
submarines. Desire modified alert effective from prior i 
dark 5 December to after daylight 7 December with special : 
emphasis on sabotage directed against ships or shore in- ' 
stallatlons. BlackoiJt exceptions made to expedite work 
on damaged ships and movements Important cargoes are not 
rescinded but excepted activities be particularly alert 
to blackout promptly if later ordered. 

C0I1FK)PAC to CO!.. INCH Info C INC FAC . 

02 0637 'to be decoded by Oomlnch and C'.ncpac only. Ultra high 

command. Your 301915. Concur conception therein. BUIN 
at present key ORAHuE position in SUSAN. To take this near 
future requlres;A CACTUS, RINGBOLT development ot support 
planned surface operations .B Neutralize or take MUNDA and 
REKATA as may be needed later. C Increased air surface 
and shipping available. Para. Relative above, enemy 



(continued) 
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02 0637 (continued) 

continues efforts reenforce CACTUS. He has not abandoned 
it. Securing all development that position and RINGBOLT 
continue absorb available Sopac effort and are progressing 
too slowly. Reenforcement and more shipping needed now. 

Lack anti-sub craft is grave v/eakness. Jap activity MUN- 
DA , REKATA, BUIN obscure due inadequate reconnaissance 
which difficult and slow due lack of means and v/eather. 
Consider Mardlv 1 required for move on RUIN. Para. Army 
troops now here plus 25th Division adequate to garrison 
back areas and CACTUS provided EUIN offensive is gotten 
underway promptly. In this connection it is essential that 
next offensive will not be undertaken until ships and troops 
are available to exploit immediately initial landing and 
follow through otherwise a 2nd CACTUS may result. Para, 
Operations involve directly and mainly Sopac forces, bases, 
and communications. Command should be located accordingly 
regardless of who it is. 



03 1740 C0I.IINCH to CINCPAC 



Decode only for Admiral Nlmitz. Ultra Secret, Last para- 
graph your 030521 think only sound course 1s to continue 
modernization and rehabilitation of OBB’s as underway in 
TENNESSEE and CALIFORNIA which must be adjusted to Navy 
Yard capabilities after consideration new construction and 
battle damage repairs. Para. However only acute needs 
such as now exist in Sopac should cause us to unduly expose 
OBB’s which have not been modernized. 

04 0253 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CTF 1 

Treat with utmost Secrecy, Due to non -water tightness of 
centerline compartments of 3rd deck of NEW MEXICO and MISS- 
ISSIPPI, I desire that they not be unnecessarily exposed 
to underwater damage unless they are required in an urgent 
situation. Under present conditions I consider that opera- 
ting them west of FANTAN one would result in such exposure. 
Their AA battery now consists of 8 5" -25s, 4 1,1 quads, 

2 40 filli quads and 46 20 T.M guns. Half of their secondary 
battery has been removed, Para. Suggest on his arrival 
FANTAN you liave Leary confer with you on BB employment. 
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00 0112 CTF 0 to CINQ PAG 

Radio HONOLULU pass to Cincpac from Gomtaskforce 8. 

Ultra. Ordered late afternoon air attack 2 ships ex- 
pected ATTU todaj’- without awaiting scouting contact. 

Secondary objective KISJvA shipping and land instal- 
lations in event ATTU attack not made. ’Veather prevent- 
ed operation now scheduled early tomorrow. Cruisers 
fueling LONOVIE"/ tonight. ’.Veather holds. McLorrls 
UlQIAK today. Unless enemy info requires differing ac- 
tion, will return flagship ACAK tomorrow night to ac- 
complish flag relief. 

090502 COI.ISQPAC to ALL US NAVAL SHIPS SOPAC . Info CINPAC COKINCH ETC . 

The following reorganization of Sopac task forces is 
effective immediately for all units in company with Task 
Force Commanders. Absent units v/ill be directed to join 
by Comsopac, originator, as soon as practicable. Task 
Forces 11 and 16, no change from organization in my 230612 
November except delete CLARK from Desron 2 and Task Force 
16. Task Force 64, Rear Admiral Lee in WASHINGTON, NORTH 
CAROLINA, INDIANA, MALTIY, CUI.MINGS plus additional destroy- 
ers as nay be assigned. Task Force 65, Rear Admiral I.Iason 
in NASSAU, ALTAMAHA, Combatdiv 4 in I.IARYLAND, COLORADO, 
Comdesron 12, WOODWORTH, BUCHANAN, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER, 

MCCALLA, GRAYSON. Task Force 67, Rear Admiral Alnsv/orth 
Task Force Commander in LOUISVILLE, Rear Admiral Tisdale 
second in command in HONOLULU, HELENA, COLUMBIA, Comdesron 
5, SHAW, LAMSON, PERKINS, DRAYTON, NICHOLAS, FLETCHER, 

OBANNON, DE HAVEN, SAUFLEY. The following units will oper- 
ate directly under Comsopac PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW 
ORLEANS, HULL, MONAGHAN, FARRAGUT, MEADE, STACK, LANG, 

FRAZIER, GANSEVOORT. Comsopac will act as Comtaskfor 66 
using group and unit designations that force for units 
operating under his direct control. Task Forces 62 and 63 
are not affected by this reorganization. Comseronsopac 
and Comdespac have by hand for info. Interested Bases 
Sopac have also for action in another system. 

09 0506 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH 



Handle as most secret. Mining plans vicinity CAPE ESPERANCE 
CACTUS recommended for approval as follows, one standard 
field of 340 Mark Six mines fitted with five hundred fathoms 
m.ooring wire, floats and mines at standard depths against 
surface ships as soon as prepared at 'TEST LOCH be loaded on 
four light minelayers and sent WHITE POPPY soon as practic- 
able. Comsopac sends to Cincpac action, Cominch info. 
Recommend approximate location of field one mile northeast 
entrance of TElfAMBA RIVER long axis field 040. Foregoing 
after consultation Captain Hull. This field designed cur- 
tail infiltration Jap troops and supplies northwest our 
position on CACTUS. 
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09 2145 COKINCH to GTNCPAC Info COMSOPAC. GOMGE!'; 1ST riARAL^PHCORPS etc . 

Utmost secret. In connection my 191645 October you are 
authorized to transfer 10th Defense Battalion to Sopac as 
relief of 4th nov/ in ROSES when transportation can be ar- 
ranged. If 10th is utilized, f.iarcorps will make available 
to you SAN DIEGO about 10 January; 12th for transfer to 
PEARL as replacement for 10th. 12th will be retrained to 
full strength in January. Shoiild you utilize 10th, Inform 
desired date to sail in order arrange transportation. 

NPI/. deliver; action Cincpac. NXZ for info, Corasopac, Com- 
gen 1st Mararnphcorps . Marcorps has by hand; originator 
Cominch. 

11 2007 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC 

Utmost secret. Request comment Cominch 092145. Tenth 
Defense Battalion consists mainly personnel with year or 
more experience bases Hawaiian area and expected ready 
depart PEARL 1 January. Equipped with 155, 90, 40, and 
20 MM, plus machine guns, tanks, and other Defense Battalion 
equipment; strength 50 officers, 1113 enlisted. 

14 0932 COMSOPAC to COMGEN CACTUP Info CTE 62 63 COICGEN^OPAC. etc. 

It is imnortant. Ultra. That action renorts be promptly 
made, by preliminary and one or more amplifying dispatches 
when necessary, your 122352 was first report on action 
off 8AY0 nip-ht of 11th? 26 hours earlier than your time 

group we had fairlj>^ complete renort from zeal sources. 
Necessary that Zed 6 Zed Class 5 Addes be advised in ad- 
vance of use of surface forces in GUADAI,CANAL - FLORIDA 
area. This not to restrict your discretion but to avoid 
nossibillty of conflict between forces your command and 
those of other commanders. Prior to receipt of your 130320 
regarding ground reconnaissance at KATilMBO had received 
report through TOIPJO that 3 RLUE DD covered by ?T bombarded 
the area and landed raiders at MA1?V0V0 the morning of 12th. 

If true originator should have been informed of plan or 
orders to our force. Pass to Comadnavbase CACTUS by hand. 
Action to Comgen CACTUS from COMSOPAC who has given to 
Comgen Sopac and CTF 62 for info. 
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16 0424 COMSOPAC to CIKCPAC 

Highest secret. Critical shortage destroyers herewith out- 
lined. Due limited unloading areas beaches and equipment 
CACTUS, RINGBOLT movements cannot be lumped in large convoys. 
Small frequent groups into and out of that area make heavy 
drain on escorts. Tl:iis situation unavoidable for some time 
to come and the movements must continue. Lack of maintenance 
opportunity increasingly apparent in material casualties. 
Further serious consequence of hand to mouth condition is 
impracticability retaining any emblance of division and 
squadron organization. Comdespac suggests Besron 29 be 
ordered here for escort work. If you can do so earnestly 
• recommend this at once. Relief so afforded v/ill permit some 
permanency in destroyer assignment and training v/ith task 
forces and will be reflected in marked increase in battle 
effectiveness of those forces. I knov/ that you are acutely 
aware my need for the ships, however, the foregoing may clarify 
your picture somewhat. At present part of our heavy strik- 
ing forces are immobilized and remainder suffer gravely re- 
duced battle efficiency due to what I have outlined. 

16 0435 CINCPAC to COL’.SCPAC Info COMINCE 

Am sending 190 mines in JAI.IES RUMSEY (most secret) Depart- 
ing 17th. Comindiv 1 in TRACY and MONTGOMERY both loaded 
with mines accompany. I do not aoprove plan proposed your 
090506 as it auoears to restrict our possible future move- 
m.ents in that area. I will approve fields laid off enemy 
landing beaches v/hich you v/111 not want to use in future 
yourself and in depths of not over 200 fathoms. 

15 1959 CINCPAC to CTF 0 Info COMINCH 

Utmost secret. Expect directive from joint chiefs of staff 
cancelir.g occupation TANAGA and ordering occupation AI.'CHITKA. 
De prepared carry out latter task at earliest practicable 
date after receipt of orders. 

15 1650 COIvIINCII to CINCPAC Info COIuSOPACFOR 

Ultra secret. Advise Cominch as to strength of all -units of 
all services, less aviation, v/hlch are now in CACTUS-RINGBOLT 
\7iien various units are relieved inform Cominch as to their 
Strength and the amount and type of organizational military 
equipment not withdrawn. This information essential for 
material and personnel planning. Limited supplies amphibious 
j material available for MarDlvs necessitates serviceable equip 

ment and weapons this type should be withdrawn if and when 
practicable. NiarCorps informed. 
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17 0510 COMSOPAC to C0I.IS07/ESPAC Info CIKCPAC, GOI.IINCH . 

This from Comsopac. Strategic location of WOODLARK ISLAND 
as advanced air base for operations Northern COPiAL SEA be- 
lieved to offer possibilities. Such preliminary Information 
as available here indicates relative ease of establishment 
field. Subsequent logistic support does not appear to 
present too great difficulties. Request I be furnished, 
for information, any recent topographical survey information 
visual and photographic reconnaissance Information also any 
other useful data available. This is ultra. 

17 0327 CINCPAC to CQKSOPAC 

Your 160424. Have reduced vessels assigned ocean escort to 
minimum compatible with task. I v/111 continue policy of 
sending you all I can but regret none in sight except DD’s 
now under repair, 

18 1315 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMWESEAFRON . COMNORWESEAFRON. etc . 

Treat this as most secret. The Joint Chiefs of Staff direct 
that if reconnaissance of AMCHITKA shows that a satisfactory 
airfield can be constructed there<xi in a reasonable time, the 
following directive will be executed; Comwestseafron pass 
to DEWITT. Objective. Occupation of AMCHITICA at earliest 
date. Purpose. 0,^e, to render KISKA untenable as an operat- 
ing base for the enemy. Two, to provide an advanced base for 
possible operation against KISKA. Tasks. Aflrm, seize and 
occupy AMCHITKA and build airfield thereon. Baker, train force 
for assault and occupation of KISKA, The Army assault units 
as assigned by the War Department can be trained in SAN DIEGO. 
No Marine amphibious units are available for this operation. 
General Instructions, Cincoac in conjunction with Coragen 
Western Defense Command form plan for occupying AMCHITKA to 
be executed on earliest date. Cincoac furnish CTF 8 immediate- 
ly 1 AP combat load for first troops to land in occuoation of 
AMCHITKA. Report target days for AMCHITKA occupation and 
outline of plan and means required for this operation and 
for future occupation of KISKA. Code name for AMCHITKA op- 
eration is CROWBAR. , Occupation of TANAGA suspended in 
accordance with Clncpac. 

18 2321 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH. COMNORTOSTSEAFRON . etc . 

Utmost secrecy. Comlnch 181315. On assumption that TERRAIN 
at AMCHITKA proves suitable and that directive for its oc- 
cupation will be issued by Clncpac and Uomgen Western Defense, 

I desire you continue detailed plans in conjunction with such 
Army agency as may be designated by Lieut. General De V/itt. 
Consideration will be given to requests by you for forces in 
addition to those now at your disposal but beyond the one AP 
very little is immediately available. De Witt is being ad- 
dressed separately regarding troops. Greenslade pass to De 
Witt. 
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18 2345 CINCPAC to COMWESEAFRONT Info COMNORWESEAFRONT . etc . 

For General De Witt. Most secret. Referring to Cominch 
181315 and my 182321 to Theobald which is being passed to 
you. After final aoproval of AMCHITKA project and determ- 
ination of forces to be employed, I visualize that our joint 
directive for that project will assign the task and make 
available the forces decided upon. CTF 8 will be assigned 
the naval task by me and I presume will command all forces 
until the amphibious phase is completed. If you concur, 
please Inform him of the agency with whom he will deal in 
preparing detailed plans. Would also aopreciate information 
as to your plan for the garrison and whether all units are 
now available to you. 

19 0320 COM 12 to CINCPAC 



Pass to Clncpac for action; treat as most secret. Com 12 
sending. Paraphrase of despatch sent by Lieut. General 
DeWitt to Chief of Staff as follows after conference v/lth 
Cincpac and staff, Admiral Klnkald and staff, officers Corn- 
inch, recommend adoption following General Plan as basis 
preparation detailed olan for reduction and occupation 
BOCDLE. Occupy FORMULA at once v;ith garrison formerly 
destined for AMULET supplemented by additional units from 
LONGVIEW if necessary. Plan to use 184th Infantry after 
BOODLE is reduced with units from LONGVIE’-V, FORMULA and 
other ADC garrisons as occupational force, BOODLE. 35th 
Division to be designated task force BOODLE reduction and 
brought up to full strength. General Corlett and General 
Landrum to be returned from BRONZE and assigned as division 
and ass’t. division commanders that division, both having 
served with division in amphibious training. Second part 
follows four minutes later. 

19 0324 COM 12 to CINCPAC 



Most Secret for action Clncoac; second part my 190320 says 
Com 12. Both officers familiar with Alaskan conditions and 
have worked joint exercises with Marine amphibious forces. 
Present location 35th Division, LOS ANGELKS and its early 
relief from Western Defense Command will facilitate train- 
ing of specific force for reduction of BOODLE. Training can 
be initiated Immediately under Admiral Rockwell provided 
given first priority by Cincpac, 184 Infantry now intensive 
training should be sent OCEAN BLUE immediately for accli- 
matization and training in preparation occupational task. 
Recommend approval of above as basis for preparation de- 
tailed plan. Request authorization take necessary measures 
Implement plan coordination and collaboration with Kinkaid 
and Rockwell who have seen this message and concur para- 
phrase ends /reference Cominch 181315 War Department direct- 
ive therein your concurrence requested in working out plans 
directly with Admirals Kinkaid and Rockwell subject to your 
approval. DeWitt. 
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19 0215 CINCPAC to C0CTE3EAFR0K Info COMINCH, C0I,:AMPHIF0RPAC 

For General De’Vitt, Most secret. Studies by: my staff and 
CTP 8 indicate probable 10,000 enemy at KISKA and that 2 
divisions v/111 be required for its capt\ire. Request your 
comment and that I be kept informed of situation as to 
availability of troops for the KISKA operation. Rear Ad- 
miral ^pruance, my Chief of Staff, will confer with you im- 
mediately on his arrival SAN FRANCISCO tomorrow, 

19 2048 DEWITT to CINCPAC 



This from DeWltt to Cincpac. Answering your 182345 concur 
in designation Comtaskfor 8 as commander all forces FORMULA 
project until amphibious phase is completed, “Conferring with 
Admiral Kinkald here today and will inform him detailed 
plans will be worked out between him and Commanding General 
Alaska Defense Command, All units are now available to me 
for occupation FORr.fULA and are assembled LONGVIEV/ except bat- 
talion of general service or combat engineers. Initial gar- 
rison to consist 1 battalion infantry, 2 A'V batteries AA, 1 
battery 105 MM howitzer, 1 battalion engineers combat or 
general service, 1 battalion construction engineers aviation, 
1 battery 155 MM gun. Engineer battalion general service 
or combat will be made available in Alaska Defense Command 
for movement to FORMULA , 

22 0557 CI NCPAC to Cqvr.VESEAFRONT 

For Lieut, General De'"ltt, Aa indicated in my 212137 I 
concur yo\ir 202304. Following is tentative text of dispatch 
which I propose that we issue as our joint plan. "Objective, 
occupation of AHCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose, to im- 
mediately deny AMCIIITKA to enemy and utilize it as soon as 
possible in air operations against enemy forces and KISKA 
Installations, Task, seize and occupy AKCHITKA and build 
airfield thereon. In command. Commander Northern Force 
(TF 8) Pacific Fleet, Forces assigned, Task Force Eight 
plus INDIANAPOLIS, DE'^VEY, WORDEN, KALK, GILLESPIE, MID- 
DLETON. Army garrison of about blank thousand plus con- 
struction and transportation forces as designated by CG 
Western Defense Command. Para. Target date January blank. 
Command of Army forces less aircraft will revert to Army 
when CG FORMULA Informs CTF 8 he is ready to take over. 

Code name of this operation is CROWBAR," Request you 
give me information to substitute for above blanks and also 
any other suggestions to make the plan acceptable to you. 

If no appreciable disagreement exists, I suggest you in- 
clude your approval and I will issue the dispatch as com- 
ing from us both. 
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21 2238 CDMGEN ALASKAN DEFENSE COM CTF 8 to CIKCPAC. C0CT8ST3EAFR0N .etc ■ 

Buckner and Theobald concur that enemy discovery of CROW- 
BO’V operation must be almost immediate. Threat to BOODLE 
created thereby assures early and continuing maximum enemy 
reaction. ’Vith force herein recommended, shape of island 
confines our held position within fairly narrow limits 
near southern end of island. Subject only to our air ac- 
tion enemy thus has opportunity to infiltrated forces at 
will by barges, submarine and other transportation Inllow 
visibility to unoccupied middle and northern sections of 
Island. It is recognized that our supporting naval surface 
forces will be weak. Our occupation force must therefore 
be strong enough to assure our control of area within 
artillery range of contemplated airfields. These con- 
siderations dictate that mlnlimim force desirable is 2 full 
regiments of infantry, 2 batteries of 155’ s, 4 batteries 
75 's, 1 regiment anti-aircraft plus construction and ser- 
vice troops. This full strength must be fully available 
Dog day. Commanding General Alaskan Defense Command and 
Commander Task Force 8 Jointly send. N!ost Secret. Radio 
HONOLULU deliver to Cincpac for action and Corawestseafron 
deliver to Commanding General V/estern Defense Command for 
action, 

19 1906 COMINCH to CINCPAC Ir^fo COKSOPAC. 1ST VAR ANPHIEIOUS CORPS. etc . 

Handle this as super secret. Non addressees do not decode 
begin Cincpac 170545 and 180151 Comsopac 181056. Disregard 
my 162115. NTS provide transportation for Twelfth Defense 
Battalion with. its normal equipment and supplies from SAN 
DIEGO to COPPER and if transportation can not be furnished 
by Cincpac for Tenth Defense Battalion from COPPER to port 
in Sopac designated by Cincpac. Twelfth Defense Battalion 
will load SAN DIEGO 4th January or as soon thereafter as 
transportation can be made available. Marine Corps issue 
necessary movement order Twelfth Defense Battalion. Cincpac 
advise whether transportation is or is not required for 
Tenth Defense Battalion. Marcorps and Opnav Informed. 

23 0016 DeWITT to CINCPAC Info COM/ESEAFRON . 

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cincpac handle as 
most secret Com 12 sending for Gen DeV/itt. Army Garrison 
strength at FORIiULA 6,000 including approximately 800 in 
engineer aviation construction battalion and same munber 
in air combat and service units expected to be stationed at 
FORMULA upon completion construction air base. Engineer 
construction battalion aviation armed organically with 
rifles machine guns both 30 and 50 caliber and 37 millimeter 
guns and available for combat if needed. Tarf'et date 
January 5th in which Adm Kinkaid concurs. Comweseafron has 
by hand. 
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25 2050 COMGEN WEST DEF COMI.'IAKD to C INC PAG . 

C 12095 this answers your 242149. To Admiral Nimitz from 
Gen De Witt. C of S from Alaska Defense Command here a fev/ 
days ago and brovight Buckner's estimate of minimum force 
desirable for FORMULA project which was approximately same 
strength and composition as outlined in Theobalds dispatch 
212238 sent jointly to you and me. Consider minimum garrison 
necessary as outlined in my reply to your 182345 and so in- 
formed Buckner. This is force of Six thousand strength as 
contained in our joint dispatch Implementing CROWBAR project. 
In discussion with Klnkald just prior to his departure for 
north, which was attended by Admiral Smith who had just re- 
turned from ALASKA, various matters connected with CROWBAR 
project were discussed including the possibility of prompt 
retaliation by enemy. It was consensus of all present at 
conference that enemy would doubtless attempt to interfere 
with CROWBAR operation utilizing all possible means includ- 
ing submarines and possible barging of troops from KISKA. 

No one at any time expressed confidence that movement would 
be unopposed or that Navy could prevent anything coming to 
either PORtUJLA or LONGVIEW. Klnkaid stated it was Navy job 
to do everything possible to prevent enemy action Interfering 
with movement and occupation of FORMULA and both he and 
Smith considered that effective measures with Naval forces 
available could be taken to seriously interfere with possible 
enemy barging operations from KISKA. It may become necessary 
to augment FORMULA force later. This can only be done at 
expense of other ALASKAN garrisons and in absence of present 
unloading facilities FORMULA reinforcements should not be 
scheduled pending change in present estimate of Immediate 
enemy capabilities. 

26 0612 COMSOPAC to COMSOWESPAC Info COMIRSOPAC, CINCPAC . 

In regard to Clncpac 250303. Comsopac speaks. CACTUS gas 
situation will not yet permit repeated heavy long range 
strikes from there. Further impracticable give fighter 
coverage CACTUS to RABAUL hence night strikes only can be 
made. Can send you 18 fortresses, 9 B-26 and 8 Llghtenings 
to operate temporarily from Sowespac against RABAUL shipping. 
Request your opinion and desires in this regard. Very secret 
Comgensopac has by hand for info. 

27 1750 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

Hlcom Hicom. Only for addressee. Your repeated and long 
continued indication of carrier training activities in 
ORANGE waters may repeat may Involve rehearsals of operations 
directed against HAWAII - MIDWAY line or elsewhere other 
than South or Southwest Pacific. 
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CQMSOPAC to COMTASKFOR 67 Info CINCPAC. CTF 62. CTF 42. etc . 

30 0602 Addressees only decode. Most secret. Be prepared carry 

out shore bombardment against MUNDA airfield on NEW GEORGIA 
during night of 4 January with three (3) CL and probably 
2 DD, Use own planes for illumination and spotting retir- 
Ing them to RINGBOLT, GRAYBACK available for navigational 
or other aid desired CMA information to be provided her 
through Comtaskfor 42 by January 2, Propose to employ VP 
coverage from CACTUS. Obtain air photos of target area and 
sea approaches to firing position from Comtaskfor 63. This 
operation to support landing of own troops CACTUS. Advise 
ships designated. Corasopac sends. CTP 42 and GRAYBACK 
have for info in another system. 



31 0341 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 




Handle with utmost secrecy. It is apparent from Halsey’s 
300350 that the estimated dates of readiness of amphibious 
troops contained myser 0259’V of 8 December are much too 
optimistic. Therefore recommend before any directive by 
Joint Chiefs of Staff be issued that the objective and 
target date be referred to Cincpac and Comsopac for 
comment . 

31 1815 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC Info CSA*. VCNO . 



Very Secret. Only for addressees. Comment on contemplated 
set-up whereby Deputy Commander Sopac area relieves Comsopac 
of administrative and local operational matters Including 
bases except advanced so that Comsopac is free to give full 
attention to enemy especially as SUSAN campaign progresses 
when command relations with Comsowestpac area will develop 
importance. Chief of Staff Army, VCNO Informed. 
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01 0655 CTF 67 to GOMSOPAC Info COMSOV/EPPAC . COMINGH. GINOPAC . 

Preliminary siarvey results niffht action 30 Nov - 1 Dec, 
from CTF 67 who has not yet consulted Admiral Tisdale and 
COs HCNOLTTLTJ and 4 DD*s, Jan ships sunk 2 AP, 1 .AK, 2 
GL (YG3ARI or SSNDARI Class) 4 DD’s. 2 other AP’s damaged. 
Dome indication that CA was present but escaped undamaged. 

• About 5 destroyers escaped. Am convinced no landings were 
made from any ship, Jap force believed composed of 5 AP 
or AK 3 cruisers 9 destroyers. Action commenced 2320 fol- 
lowing torpedo attack on transport group by our DD’s from 
5,000 yards, ^nfire at ranges 12 to 5 thousand yards. 

PC Padars of great benefit. Jap gun fire umimpressive 

01 2252 TISDALB to COIIPOPAC. Info CINCPAC. COMINGH. All TF GOMDRS . 

Part 1 of 2 parts. Partial preliminary narrative 4th SAVO. 
Tisdale sends. 4 DD’s 2 miles ahead cruisers ordered 
launch torpedo attack followed shortly by gun fire from 
cruisers at targets already along beach area. This at 
2323 . All time L(-ll), HONOLULU commenced fire at 2324 
range 83 OO closing rapidly. Order in colvimn MINNEAPOLIS, 

NB'A’ ORLEANS, PENSACOLA, HONOLULU, NORTHAMPTON, LAI/ISON, 
LARDNEH. First hit I saw was on NIT// ORLEANS, second PEN- 
SACOLA. MIITNEAPOLIS, NORTHAlvPTON hits not noted. At 
midnight Wright with 2 torpedo hits and rapidly failing 
TBS ordered me take charge. Gunfire now desultory or over. 
PENSACOLA half way SAVO to RINGBOLT speed B. NE’i7 ORLEANS 
retiring toward RINGBOLT speed 5 knots. NORTHAMPTON im- 
mobilized and burninf^ advised was abandoning. MINNEAPOLIS 
making 5 knots toward L^INGA POINT, Location DD’s unknown. 
Large fire along stretch of beach seemed fully half mile 
long. Ordered all destroyers to stand by crippled cruisers. 
HONOLULU at about 0230 cleared area to westward to await 
daylight due 0530 v/hen returned via South of SAVO hunting 
crippled enemy ships south of RUSSEL I'^LANDS enroute. None 
located, LARDNER, LAMSON joined inside SAVO. End of part 
1, CTF 67 pass to Oomgen CACTUS. Info to Comairsopac by 
hand. Comsopac pass to Comseronsopac . 

02 0011 Part TWO of CTU 67.2.3 (TISDALE). 

Part 2 of 4th SAVO. CTU 67.2.3 originator. MAUR'v patrol- 
ling TULAGI advised PERKINS and all 3 cruisers inside TULAGI 
HAR3CR. Only MinEAPOLIS visible. Circled off harbor to 
signal Wright in endeavor arrange convoy to BUTTON but con- 
tact broken when MINNEAPOLIS shifted berth behind island. 
MARUY then advised no disabled cruisers able make trip, 
DRAYTON, FLETCHER already departed. My group started for 
BUTTON. Extent damage to enemy PENSACOLA, NHW ORLEANS, 
PERKINS, MAURY unknown. LUISON, LARDNER, FLETCHER, DRA"rT0N, 
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02 0011 Part TIIO of OTIT 67.2.3 (TISDALE) (Continued). 

HONOLTILU undamaged except HONOLULU naximum speed 28 until 
granted 24 hours availability repair one engine. All re- 
quire amniunition . 10 cruiser clanes if none lost now at 

TTTLArxI 10 others HUTTON. Kitts in DRAYTON advises his ship 
sunk 0257, 57 officers including Captain, Executive, Navi- 
gator, Gunnery, Supuly, Medical, 1st Lieut, all Coracrudiv 5 
staff 1 British and 667 enlisted arrived HUTTON in FLETCHER 
DRAYTON. Only 3 enlisted seriously injured. Understand 
more survivors in RINGBOLT area. Believe entire enemy at- 
tack force destroyers and submarines. 

02 0600 CTF 8 to TF 8 info CINCPAC . 

This is CTF 8 Operation Order Number 15-42. Information. 
SEMICHI convoy and KISKA convoy enroute these destinations, 
one at least scheduled to arrive early evening December 2nd, 
Escort probably consists 1 TAI.IA and small number of destroyers. 
Another force speed 24 arrived in an objective area above 
time or about 0600W (-12) Dec 3rd approaching on course 040. 
Assumptions, (l) Task Force is covering escort for SEMICHI 
convoy. (2) This force is carrier raiding force or surface 
raiding force objective probably LONGVIPT.V for early morning 
air attack or night shelling. Plan. This force will locate 
enemy anproachlng LONGVIEW and SEMICHI - ATTU on afternoon 
2 December or as early as possible 3 Becem oer and will destroy 
fast enemy force by repeated air attacks in vicinity of LONG- 
VIEW or full scale primary attack by air in SEI.IICHI area and 
will utilize surface force attack to comulete destruction enemy 
combatant surface force and SE’IICHI convoy in order to pre- 
vent establishment of enemy on SET'IICHI ISLATJD while safe 
p-uarding forces and installations at LONGVI]?^. Tasks. Air 
Group. Air search unit. Locate enemy force anproaching 
SETilCTII and LONGVIEW as late as possible in December 2nd con- 
sistent with predark return to bases and as early as possible 
on December 3rd. Determine t;\T)e and number enemy combatant 
units. As consistent with nrimary task, assist in attacks on 
enemy combatant forces and EEI'ICHI convoy. Air striking 
unit. Destroy as primary target, fast enemy combatant units 
protecting SEJilGHI convoy. If and when search eliminates 
probability of presence enemy near LONGVIS’/^ on 3 December, be 
prepared to dispatch force as early as possible against enemy 
located in ATTU SEMICHI area. Consistent with tasks against 
enemy combatant forces, assist in destruction of transports 
and auxiliaries of SETilCHI convoy. <<ith due regard for of- 
fensive tasks, while awaiting information of enemy, safeguard 
air force at Western Bases to maximum possi )le especially on 
early 3 December. Surface striking group. Destroy SBIvIIGHI 
convoy when search intelligence indicates favorable situation 
or when ordered. Destroy or drive off enemy combatant units 
interfering with primary task. Consistent with primary task 
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02 0600 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CIKCPAC. (Continued) 

and as situation warrants complete destruction of enemy 
combatant units. Xray. If not located until after arrival, 
SEMICHI convoy may be found dispersed at SEMICHI, in TEMNAC 
MASSACRE SARANA CHICHAGOF or HOLTZ BAYS ATTU or in lee of 
AGATTU . SEMICHI convoy is primary convoy objective. No 
action against KISKA convoy must interfere with or delay 
destruction SEMICHI convoy. Organization of groups and units 
and commanders thereof are set forth in my OPlan 14-42. Tasks 
of groups not mentioned herein are covered by my OPlan 14-42. 
Tills Op Order effective on receipt. Senavoff LONGVIEW as- 
sure delivery to BLT?LER and LANDRUM. 

04 0459 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC 

Your 270149. 2 bomber, 2 fighter strips planned for CACTUS. 

Complement aircraft desired including attack group, 80 VF 
and pursuit, 40 VSB, 18 VTB, 30 heavy bombardment, 20 med- 
ium bombardment, 12 Hudsons, 6 photo and utility, Comsopac 
sends to Cincpac for action. 

032127 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC COMSERFORPAC COMSERONSOPAC . 

272203 X SALVAGE OPERATIONS COOLIDGE WITH VIEW TO RAISING not 
practicable during war activities on account large force of 
personnel and equipment diverted from salvage and battle 
damage repairs to combatant vessels. As bow is 66 feet under 
water and stern 138 feet under water ultimate salvage considered 
questionable. Present program is cut holes in sides for re- 
moval urgently needed military materials of special value. 

This program will be continued as fill in, when work on combat- 
ant vessels permits. Action Comlnch. Info Cincpac, Comserfor- 
pac . Comsopac originates. Comseronsopac has by hand. 

04 1153 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC COMGENSOPAC COMGEN IMAC etc . 

West of POINT CRUZ 164th Infantry patrol -killed 5 Japs 
destroyed machine gtin. On upper LUNGA Marine Raider patrol 
captured 1 mortar some ammunition several machine guns and 
killed 16 orientals with loss of 4 wounded. Comsopac summary. 

3 CAs arrived BUIN from north at 1100. All times Love (-11) 
December 3rd. Left at 1700. Last seen at 1825 north of 
CHOISEUL course northeast. 10 DDs left BUIN 1300 course south- 
east. Probable these ships same as those engaged by CACTUS 
air at 1830, 150 miles, bearing 300°. Hits; 2 1000 pound hits 
on 1 vessel, 1 1000 pound hit on 2nd vessel, 2 torpedo hits on 
DD and 2 possibles on another. By liand to Comgensopac, Comgen 
1st MAC, NSS give to Comlnch info. Cincpac is action. 
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04 1750 COMIKCH to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC, CTF 8. C0L1<^SEAFR0N . etc . 

Addressees only decode. It is considered possible even 
probable that enemy will make definite effort to effect 
surprise even suicidal attack perhaps of air raid character 
on some of our positions and/or forces on or about 7th 
Instant. Para. 1.7hen you pass this despatch along make 
sure of adequate pai’aphrase. 

04 2153 CTF 8 to TASK FORCE 8 Info C0I.1INGH. CINCPAC. COMGENALDEFEKSE . 

From Task Force Commander. Search plane contacted enemy 
force Lat 49-11 N, Long 180. Composition: 2 CL, several 
DDs and many transports. Course north. Speed 12. Disposition 
number 1. Search plane trailing enemy. 

05 1441 COMITTCH to CINCPAC. Info CITTCLAITT. C0M80PAC . COMroV/ESPAC . etc . 

4 AP’s and 2 AK’s in addition to those my 251415 November to 
all adees expected depart base hyno late December for MSRCURY 
where report Cincpac for duty. Now nlanning embark 158 
Infantry Combat Team (trained in junfrle warfare) at MERCURY 
for A30DE in •TCSSPH DICKI^iAJT CHARLES CARROLL THOMAS JEFFERSON 
ARCTURUS also Army Navy personnel and cargo at base hvno in 
V’/ILLIAIVT PIDDLE OBERON for WHITE POPPY, Comment, Early reply 
necessary in order arrange loading. Onnav has by hand, 

06 0143 Gomsonac to Cincpac Info GOMINCH. COMSOV/ESPAG . COMCrENSQPAG . etc . 

Night of 4th after remarkable 30 day operation through moun- 
tainous Jungle 2nd Raiders reached LUITGA. Comsopas passes. 

They destroyed 5 ^ap bases killed 400 enemy. Suffering only 
17 dead their own force. West of MATANIiCAU l64th infantry 
killed 7 nips. On 6 missions P-39’s strafed 15 enemy landing 
barges and rafts vicinity TASSAFARONGA, Jap supplies lashed 
to drums drifted toward beach. Cincpac action. Corainch 
info. Coragensopac and Conpren First Maramphcorps have by 
hand for info. 
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06 2031 C INC PAG to COMINCH . 

PENSACOLA scheduled depart RINGBOLT 6th local for BUTTON 
speed about 8. Comsopac ordered following moves yesterday 
afternoon, TP 16 proceed toward Lat. 15-00 S, 160-00 E, 
engine speed 22, NORTH CAROLINA v/ith DD escort from FANTAN 1 
toward same position, speed 20, CTF 64 in WASHINGTON with 
INDIANA, COLUMBIA, and DD escort from WHITE POPPY toward 
same position speed 20. HONOLULU, HELENA available DDs at 
BUTTON placed on 2 hours notice. 

06 1929 COMSOPAC to GOMINCII Info CINCPAC. COMAIRSOPAC. CTF 62. 

Your 281708 Nov. The development of BUTTON as an advance 
operating base of LION dimensions is approved. NOUMEA is 
too far from present and prospective active combat areas 
to answer all requirements. N0'^.!MEA however is desirably 
situated for supply. Provisions. Hospitalization. Train- 
ing groups and battle damage reoairs in con.lunction v/ith 
drydocking tender and shore facilities eouivalent to one 
destroyer tender. Comsopac sends. Cominch action, Cincpac 
info. 

29 Nov COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Urdls 270841. Af Irm . At BUTTON; 172nd co^^bat team with 
103rd Field Artillery Battalion plus attached medical com- 
pany and engineer platoon. Enroute SPOONER to POPPY; one 
battalion 103rd Infantry, one battery 152nd Field Artillery, 
one battalion 169th Infantry, detachments of division ser- 
vice troops. Remainder 43rd Division, in POPPY, consists 
of 103rd Infantry, 169th Infantry, 152nd and 169th Field 
Artillery Battalions, 43rd reconnaissance troop, attached 
medical quartermaster, ordnance, engineer units. Entire 
Division reported as ready to combat except BUTTON con- 
tingent which is lacking considerable equipment. Baker. 

At CACTUS; 164th Infantry (3150), 182nd Infantry less one 
battalion (5075), 245th Field Artillery Battalion (570), 
246th Field Artillery Battalion (486). Enroute CACTUS due 
3 December; 132nd Infantry less one battalion (2100), 

247th Field Artillery Battalion (400). At BUTTON; 3rd 
Battalion of 182nd Infantry (900). At POPPY; 1st Bat- 
talion 132nd Infantry (900), 221st Field Artillery Bat- 
talion (500), reconnaissance squadron (196). All service 
elements at CACTUS or enroute. Cast . 9th Defense Bat- 
talion enroute CACTUS last elements arriving 3 December. 

Dog . 1st Raider Battalion, present strength 16 officers, 

613 enlisted; now based WHITE POPPY. Of these 511 en- 
listed now IIS’.? ZEALAND for recreation, rehabilitation to 
return about 20 December. Easy . 6-155 I.Ti guns and 4-155 
howitzers. Enroute v/lth Defense Battalion; 6 additional 
155 MM guns. Marairwing OITE; headquarters WHITE POPPY, 
forward echelon CACTUS. Group 11 at CACTUS. and BUTTON 
(moving to CACTUS). Group 14 at CACTUS. Group 25 at q 

TONTOUTA. VMO 251 at BUTTON. VMF 212 enroute USA. ila 
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07 1251 COMINCH to COESOPAC Info CIIiCPAC . 







As Sopac has first priority your request for shipments 
are being met and will continue to be met to the full 
extent that shipping can be made available after denying 
much needed support to areas of lower priority. In ad- 
dition to the ships nov; at NOUMEA and BUTTON ships en- 
route and loading for NOIUOilA will arrive throughout De- 
cember at rate exceeding 1 per day. Request you reaffirm 
that this accumulation shipping your area is wanted. 

C0I.IS0PAC to GOMGEN 1ST MARDIV . "COMGEN FI.1AC . COMAMPHFORSOPAC . e tc. 

07 0446 Effective 10 December the GUADALOANAL - TULAGI position 

will assxome a status generally similar to other Island bases 
in South Pacific. The base to be known '’CACTUS” will embrace 
the airfields on GUADALCANAL the seaplane base at TULAGI and 
the Advanced Naval Bases and Naval Local Defense Forces at 
GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, and all troops and installations in 
the general area. ComGen CACTUS will command the base under 
Comsopac. The principal of unity of command will be observed. 

The administration and operation of aircraft v/ill be respon- 
sibility of Comalrsopac is covered in "Organization of air- 
craft Sopac" promulgated by Comsopac serial 285 of August 4, 

1942. Naval Advance Bases and Naval Local Defense Forces 
under Comnavbase CACTUS. For purposes of planning, admini- 
stration, and development following presponsibili ties are 
established: Afirm . Airfields, seaplane bases, advanced 

naval bases, and naval local defense forces, Comnavbasds 
Sopac. Baker . Troops Comgen FMAC (Passes to Comgen Sopac 
v;hen Army forces assume defense responsibilities). Com- 
amphlbf orsopac relieved responsibility defense CACTUS but 
retains responsibility for transportation of reinforcements 
replacements relief units supplies and equipment until Com- 
seronsopac is able to assTome this responsibility. MTRon 3 
plus JAMESTOWN, MTRon 2 assigned to operational control 
Comadnavalbase CACTUS. Comgen FMAC, Comamphf orsopac , Com- 
navebasesopac have for action. Comgensopac, Comseronsopac 
for info all by hand from Comsopac. 



08 1225 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC . 




Accumulation shipping, your 071251, considered v/arranted. 

With arrivals December, plus installation pontoon dock expect 
materially Improve turn around which is main bottleneck at 
present. This will be further materials expedited by better 
loading now apparent in recent arrivals. Comsopac sends to 
Cominch for action, Cincpac Information. 
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09 0405 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

Present garrison ADAK, 16,056; TAKAGA garrison 0. Fol- 
lowing future arrivals ADAK 12th, 600; 14th, 1264; December 
28th, 550 completing troop movement to ADAK. January 5th 
TANAGA troop movement from ADAK begins. Expected date 
completion January 15th, Eventual garrison ADAK 14,361. 
Eventual garrison TANAGA 4,109. Have no knowledge of ap- 
proved preliminary plan for AMCHITKA occupation. Army 
survey party proceeds there at early date. CTF 8 answers 
Cincpac 071049. 

11 2025 CINCPAC to COM 14 Info COMINCH 

For Admiral Nlmltz. B-17 strike reported was in BUIN area. 
Photos 9th local show I'.IUNDA airfield 90 % completed with 
taxi-ways revetments bomb blast shelters 4 gun positions. 
Halsey orders Fitch make repeated attacks there. On de- 
parture RINGBOLT, MINNEAPOLIS ordered Et^TTON; NE'.V ORLEANS, 
ACACIA. PT reports sinking Jap sub off KAMIMBO night 
9th local. Tentative Comsopac plan counter Jap subs 
CACTUS, P BY locate with radar, cruiser planes illuminate 
area, PTs or available DDs strike. Vandergrlft relieved 
by Patch, arrives BRISBANE 12th. Halsey advises Mac- 
Arthur 75^ 1st llardiv have malaria. Time rehabilitation 
3, possibly 6 months considers climate of SYDNEY or further 
South necessary. RAdm. Wright ordered U.S. temporary duty 
by Halsey. Radar and sound by DD last night indicate 2 
probable subs 20 miles from NE end MOLOKAI. Being hunted 
today by 2 DD VPBS. No word yet of 11 DD TOKYO-Express 
expected CACTUS last night. 

11 2147 V OPNAV to COMSOPAC D.^FO CINCPAC COM 12. COMAVBASESOPAC 

To facilitate planning orderly flow of base materials as- 
sign relative priority on outstanding and future requests 
for base materials and organizations using decimal system. 
Pending: receipt of priorities intend ship as follows; A. 
AC0RIJS“3 and 4 in December. B. Communication component LION 
1 to BUTTON, FAGTRANS, CINCPAC 090109. C. Material for 
development WHITE POPPY and piling requested Comnavbasepac 
040421* as space available. D. First echelon LION 1 early 
January Comnavbasepac 240557, BOAICE assisting^ E. Stevedore 
battalions as requested my 072053. F. Will modify CUB 2 
to include all material requested your serial 0089130 and 
send with its organized and trained personnel to CACTUS and 
RINGBOLT. Progressive assignment of priorities will greatly 
assist Intecrrating concurrent development of WtllTE POPPY, 
CACTUS,- BUTTON and-shipment subsequent ACORNS. Pass to 
Coranavbasopac 
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10 2220 GOMINCIi Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC . COMSOWESPAC 

This is option, negat Inter Intelligence Bulletin Number 



1 resumes fonner ORANGE Navy summary informative of trends 
and new developments when noted here. Zeal. Believe GinC 
3rd enroute South and will command striking force of GV's 
supported by GlnG 2nd with available GA’s and some GL's 
plus DD's. In coordination with indicated strong land 
based aircraft forces in RABAUL- SOLOMONS believe primary 
objective will be to gain control of ai r first, sea com- 
mand second. GinG 8th now considered in subsidiary holt 
concerned logistics GUADALGANAL and HJNA with forces limit- 
ed to DD's, SS's and small number GL's. Info concerning 
BB's too fragmentary hazard opinion. GlnG Gomblned be- 
lieved to retain strategic control impending operations. 
Indication MTJNDA further reinforced on 10th. 



For Admiral Nimitz. B-17 strike reported was in 3UIN 
area. Photos 9th local show MUIIDA airfield 90^ completed 
with taxiways revetments bomb olast shelters 4 gun posi- 
tions, Halsey orders Fitch make repeated attacks there. 

On departure Ringbolt MINHEL/IPOLIS ordered BUTTON, NEW 
ORLEANS AGAGIA. PT reports sinking Ian sub off KAKIIvIBO 
night 9th local. Tentative Gomsonac plan counter lap 
subs GAGTUS PBT locate v/ith radar cruiser planes illum- 
inate area PTs or available DDs strike. Vandegrift re- 
lieved by Patch arrives BRISBANE 12th. Halsey advices 
MacArthur 75/« 1st Mardiv have malaria time rehabilitation 
3 possibly 6 months considers climate of SYDI-rEY or further 
south necessary. RAdm ViTright ordered U.S. temnorary duty 
by Halsey, Radar and sound by DD last night indicate 2 
probable subs 20 miles from NE end MOLONAI. Being hunted 
today by 2 DD YPBs. No word yet of 11 DD Tokyo Express 
expected GAGTUS last night. 



Refer Comsopac (originator) 070446, Hearafter follow- 
ing designations will apply: Gomnavbase GAGTUS includes 

Subordinate Gommands of Gomnavbase LTJNGA and Gomnavbase 
TTJLAGI, Gomgensopac and lIviAC have. Also Gomseronsopac 
and Gomnavadvbase Sopac. j-nfo Gominch and Clncoac, 



12 2112 GINGPAG via Gom 12 to OTF B Info COMINGH, GINGPAG iU3.iIN. 



This from Glncpac. Following has been sent by DeVifitt v/ith 
concurrence of Gominch and Glncpac "Susoend all action in 
connection with occupation of TiiNAGA pending further 
instructions from this headquarters. Retain troops des- 
tined for TANAGA at ADAK taking all measures possi cle to 
contrioute to their comfort and use them to maximum to 
expedite construction dispersal areas harbors and stor 
facilities ADAfC. Further Information later. 



11 2025 Glncpac to Gominch 



12 1501 GOMSOPAG to ALL INLAND BA^ES SQPAG . OTF 42. etc. Info GOMINGH . 

GINGPAG. 




December (GOT) 

11 1629 GOMIITGH to BQAER. CIITGLAI'TT. CIITCPAC. Ipfo BuOrd. Opnav, etc. 

Plan eventually to return all PBY planes from advanced 
combat areas, and to replace with squadrons equipped v/ith 
P3IvI3G planes. About 14 new squadrons should oecome 

operative^on East Coast by July 1943. Of these half are 
assifcned Ginclant and half Glncpac. Cinclant desif^nate 
and arrange for transfer to Pacific at least 1 pa.I3c 
squadron per month beginning January. These squadrons as 
received will renlace PBY squadrons now in Pacific. 

Gincnac designate PBY squadrons to be returned and arrange 
for their return to Continental U. S. as appropriate. 

Cincpac is aiithorized to delay return of these squadrons 
at discretion X Upon return, PBY squadrons will become 
available for redistribution by Gominch. Squadron per- 
sonnel to be transferred will consist of 1 and 1/2 combat 
flight crev/s per aircraft assigned, nlus 2 ground officers 
and 6 enlisted technicians per squadron. Transfer of 
headcuarters squadrons or other ground nersonnel not in- 
volved in this movement. Any readjustment of such ground 
personnel is to be handled through normal channels. luaer 
initiate advance flow of supnorting material to onerating 
areas as designated by Gincnac. Buaer has this for a'-'tion. 
BuGrd and VOnnav for info. 

15 0422 C0I.;S0PAC to CINCPAC Info C0I4SWPAC. ALL TF COMS SOPAC AREA 

Catalina bombed and strafed MUNDA for three hours night 
of 13th from 2000 feet. Portresses and CACTUS planes' con- 
tinued attacks on 14th reporting that runway appeared well 
bombed. Scouts report any casualties MUNDA area from bomb- 
ing of 12th also that Japs have 5 inch AA gun there. Some 
sources indicate no Japs on CIIOISEUL' excent radio post on 
northwest tip at MALAVAGA. Two B17 ' s bombed KAHILI RPT 
KAHILI on 14th meeting no AA or fighter opposition. From 
Comsopac . Ground forces continued patrols in GUADALCANAL 
on 13th and reconnoitered Mount KUSTIII prior to intended 
occupation. 2 MG positions and crews destroyed. Several 
ORANGE planes dropped bombs near HENDERSON FIELD fighter 
strip with damage. Destroyer SAUFLY depth charged sub 
I’esulting in oil slick east of GUADALCANAL night of 13th. 

B 17 ' s reports 3 DD's, 3 tankers, 4 AK's, 1 passenger 
liner possibly AH at BUIN . 3 destroyers south of BllCA; 

one with stern blown off being towed by another. 

10 2147 GOMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. COMWESEAFRON Info MARCORPS . etc. 

Para 1. Marine Corps make following units available for 
loading at SAN DIEGO beginning 10 January, 1943, and trans- 
fer as soon thereafter as practicable to Sopac area: (Aflrm) 
Advance echelon headquarters 3rd i'*ardlv, 12 officers, 100 
enlisted men and 200 measurement tons. (Baker) 9th l-'iarlne 
Regiment reinforced, 243 officers, 5400 enlisted men and 
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10 2147 COMINCH to CIXCPAC etc . (Continued) 

25,000 measurement tons. Para 2. Ultimate destination 
of units as Cincpac directs. Para 3. UTS provide sea 
transportation issue necessary instructions regarding 
loading of vessels, and inform other action addressees of 
names of vessels involved in movement, date available for 
loading, and approximate date of departure UNITED STATES 
ports. Para 4. Marcorps (Aflrm) Assist in preparation 
of loading plans as necessary. (Baker) Provide normal 
weapons and equipment, 90 days supply, 10 units of fore 
all \mits. Para 5. Code name this movement Tiresome.. 
I&rcorps and Opnav have by hand. KXZ give to Comgen 1st 
MAC. Com 11 pass tc Comgen PI.T, SAN DIEGO area. Para 6. 
Execute this plan on receipt. 

15 2350 COMSOV/ESPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC 

Information very meager and old concerning DUTCH NE’.V GUINEA, 
following best available: positions (Comsowespacf or sending, 
action Cincpac, info Comsopac) at SOAONG BANG and PAK-PAK 
total strength 6-000. Allied ship attacked in eastern ARA- 
PIT^A SEA 15th by plane presumed from DOBO in AROE ISLANDS 
where garrison estimated 140 in September. 7000 troops 
Portugese TIMOR covering north coast thoroughly, 26-4600 
Dutch TIMOR mostly KAMPANG area. TORRES STRAIT open but 
some passes great barrier reef mined according of despatches. 
Northeast NF.V GUINEA, ^VEWAK and MDANG occupied, no estimate 
strength, HOLLANDIA not occupied December 4th; native police 
pro Japanese. LAE SALAMAUA unreliable, estimate 4000 in- 
cluding construction workers and aircraft ground crews. 

CAPE WARD HUt^T area 1400. BUNA area 1400. 3000 along 

SCPUTA track (leads Inland about halfway between BUNA and 
GONA ) 

16 2115 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMGEN PMF AT SAN DIEGO 

Reference my 092145. Plan send 12th Marine Defense Battalion 
to COPPER early January to relieve 10th Defense Battalion 
which will embark same vessel for ROSES. Plan to exchange 
12th and 10th equipment thus avoid unloading copper. Remain- 
der of 12th Battalion equipment unable to load in vessel 
provided by NTS will be sent from West Coast direct to final 
destination for assignment 4th Defense Battalion on its with- 
drawal from ROSES. . Do you concur? Request immediate reply 
in order to arrange transportation. 
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17 0812 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOWESPAC, All TF COMS SOPAC . 






CACTUS ground forces extended petroling on 15th. Comsopac 
puts out the dope. 24 Japs killed. 6 Marines wounded. 

MUNDA bombed by Catalina night of 15th and twice by B-17's 
on 16th. In the morning strike 3 of 12 attacking float 
zeros were destroyed and 1 B-17 shot down near TETAPARI, 

NEW GEORGIA. Crew rescued. At 2240 L (-11) SBD’s on strike 
against 6 DDs seen approaching MUNDA. 1 SBD hit 1 destroyer 
with 500 lb. bomb near miss with 200 pounders. 2nd SBD 
bombed same target fut failed to return to base and results 
unobserved. Other SBD*s failed to locate target and bombed 
runway. Portress bombed KAHILI runway morning 16th. 

Dauntless and Wildcat silenced anltalrcraft positions bombed 
and straffed REKATA area evening of 16th. KINGFISHER sank 
midget sub GUADALCANAL area. Small schooner destroyed in 
RUSSELL ISLAND by CACTUS air. On 15th MUNDA craters appeared 
to have been filled. Photos on 16th show BALALLE coral 
surfaced fighter strip 2000 feet long 75 percent completed^ 
Local sources report 2 subs at REKATA 4 different nights 
during December. 12 DDs, 6 APs AKs, 2 Tankers, 5 float zeros 
and 7 flying boats reported at BUIN 16th. Damaged tanker 
still anchored there. 8 of the Destroyers arrived BUIN from 
north during morning and 6 left for south late in afternoon. 
HARUNA and KONGO according to captured documents left SOLOMON 
action October 14th at speed of 29 knots. 



18 0151 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 





My objection to arrangement your 162115 is that in spite 
concurrence my 170545 to tentative destination ROSES for 
10th Defense Battalion I think that situation might require 
Halsey to change employment this battalion to a forward area. 

It is the only such organization uncomnlted and suitable for 
this use during the next few months, I had therefore contem- 
plated asking Halsey to consider retiring the 4th Defense 
Battalion without relief or to fill its place with Army per- 
sonnel. Due to freedom from malaria 10th will be more effective 
than 4th even after latter has been rehabilitated. Experience 
shows undesirability of exchanging weapons particularly when 
differences exist. Also it has been found most desirable 
where spare parts are Immediately available. To summarize the 
foregoing I think 10th Battalion should leave HAWAII with its 
own weapons and thus ready to land and fight in a forward area 
if required. Request action your 162115 be withheld until 
Halsey's further comment obtained 
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18 1056 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH ! 

Your 180151 to Comlnch, Cominch 162115 not received. 

Until your reference was received have planned: Afirm. 

10th Defense Battalion relieve 4th ROSES. Baker, 4th 
LONGBOW rehabilitation; Cast. 11th (now arriving in 
area) temporarily to BUTTON pending further probable 
duty TULAGI-PORT PURVIS; Dog. 3rd now being relieved by 
Army CACTUS to LONGBOW rehabilitation. Result availabi- 
lity, 11th depending results reconnaissance and develop- 
ments, 3rd and 4th available about March for employment 
new areas. Will proceed on above basis unless otherwise 
instructed, Comsopac to Cincpac for info ^omlnch, 

19 2206 SENAV CACTUS to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC etc. 

Svimmary of flights from dawn yesterday until daylight this 
morning. 12 SBD's escorted by fighters hit MUNDA 1330 L)- 
11) destroying several building and received no opposition 
from enemy planes or AA, 7 B-17's bombed MUNDA 1715 L start- 
ing several fires. Anti-aircraft fire light. Runway has 
several bomb craters from previous raids. These planes, 
sent to attack shipping at BUIN were met by at least ^20 
enemy planes in air over SHORTLAND ISLAND. Some were 0's, 
some float 0's and other float biplanes. Japs did no damage 
with phosphorous bombs but 1 B-17 and 5 P-38 received damage 
from bullets. About 25 float planes and 4 flying boats were 
in KULITANAI BAY, SHORTLAND ISALND and AA was received from 
KORORO. Weather bad in vicinity and our striking force 
turned back and bombed MUNDA. All planes returned. 1 B-17 
over KIHILI for 2 hours starting 0045, 1 over MUNDA from 
midnight until 0400, 1 spent 2 hours over BUKA leaving 
there at 0300, They dropped 20 hundred pound bombs, several 
flares, and many empty bottles at irregular intervals from 
BUKA; 1 large fire was left burning at south west end of 
runway; 1 DD at northeast end BUKA passage. 3 SBD's, one ! 

PBY dropped flares and searched unsuccessfully for transport I 
reported at TASSAFARONGA at 2300 L(-ll), No signs of enemy 
activity seen. Small groups of Japs straffed during day on 
coast road between TONEGI RIVER and TASSAFARONGA. RDO 
BUTTON pass to ^omgen 1st Mar for info. 

20 2207 SENAV GUADALCANAL to C0MAIR80PAC. Info CG ARMY FORCES SOPAC. et C 

Condensed version of 24 hours preceding 0600 Love (-11) ^ 

today. Attack on MUNDA by 4 B-17*s with indifferent results 
at 0700 received little AA. Planes over local Jap territory | 

during entire day saw few sia;ns of activity. Single Bogie ! 

on screen at 2350 came to CAPE E8PERANCE and withdrew track ! 

300. 2 3-17 *s attacked two AKs East of KIIIILI airdrome with 

500 lb bombs from 0200 until 0345. Direct hit 2 near misses 



( Continued) 
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20 2207 SENAV GUADALCARAL to COMAIRSOPAC. etc . (Continued ) 

started fire on one ship, 3 near misses on 2nd. Strafed 
both vessels. Damaged ship settling by stern when last 
seen. Small calibre AA from ship and airdrome. One Port- 
ress harassed MUNDA for three hours beginning at 0100 
dropped 20 100 pounders from 4000 feet. Results unobserved. 

No sign of Jap activity. One similar type plane spent hour 
over BUKA dropping 100 lb. bombs. Hit wharf SOHONA TSSPAND(?) 
and north east jetty starting fire latter place. Small 
calibre anti aircraft Ineffective. Another fortress molested 
KIHILI from 0200 to 0400 with same armament. Dropped two 
bombs on NADI village and two on landing strip on BALLADE 
ISLAND. Dally searches all completed. Air observation 
Indicates field on BALLADE ISLAND ready for use. Request 
photo reconnaissance. Pass to Comgen IMAC for Information. 

20 2304 DE WITT to CINCPAC 



Prom General De Witt to Clncpac . Preliminary report PORMULA 
reconnaissance Indicates suitable fighter field strip at the 
head of CONSTANTINE HARBOR 150 feet wide by 3,000 with metal 
mat can be constructed In from 2 to 3 weeks. Sites exist 
for fields more than 5,000 feet long suitable as main field 
and can be constructed In period estimated as from 90 to 120 
days and provide some dispersion. I Interpret this report 
as meaning construction of airfield on PORMULA Is feasible 
and as placing Joint Directive In effect. Do you concur? 

21 0215 CTP 8 to CINCPAC 



To Clncpac for action. Originator CTP 8 considers additional 
forces required for escort and covering In CROWBAR operation 
(your 182321) are three modem cruisers, one of which should 
be 8 Inch and one squadron new DDs. Recognize probable un- 
availability but state estimated requirements as suggested In 
reference. Consider early discovery of movement by enemy air 
and submarines certain threat to BOODLE must result In Im- 
mediate and maximum possible enemy reaction, Plrst and In- 
complete report from PORMULA survey party establishes that 
Japs have dug test holes east end of Island within past month 
and are keeping area under close air observation. Am prepar- 
ing plans on basis of present local naval strength as any 
reenforcement can be absorbed with very minor alteration. 

21 0830 CTP 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMWESEAPRON . COMNOWESEAPRON . 

PORI^ULA Survey Party returned LONGVIEW December 19. Report 
concerning construction air fields follov/s. Metal mat fighter 
strip 150 by 3000 feet head of CONSTANTINE HARBOR feasible by 
aviation batalllon in 2 or 3 weeks after starting construction. 
Sites exist for main airfield with some dispersion. 90 to 120 
days estimated to complete field 5000 by 200 feet by 1 aviation 
batalllon. Tracks and test holes Indicate enemy has Investi- 
gated southern end of island for suitable airfield. Island 
scouted by enemy air both days but survey party believes 
were not sighted. Addees pass to Clncpac for action. 
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21 2307 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. CG ADC 

CTP 8 reports. Coordinated air attack shore installations 
KISKA HARBOR 1345 to 1350 W(-IO) December 20 by 5 B-24's, 

4 B-26's, 4 B-25's, and 9 P-38’s. 52 500 poimders on Sub- 

base area with hits heavy explosions and flames observed 
in buildings south of Marine railway. South and north 
heads strafed and bombed with 48 100 pound demolition. 

Direct hit on gun emplacement and on building AA battery 
area. Camp area strafed and bombed with 16 each 100 
pound incendiaries magneizum and general purpose. Results 
not observed except hit on munition sheds with heavy ex- 
plosion. P-38’s strafed camp area south and north head 
and beached cargo ship. All planes returned. Light bat- 
tle damage from heavy AA. 1 pilot, 1 crew member minor 
injuries. For Cincpac action, Comlnch info, CG ADC by hand. 

23 0407 CINCPAC to CCIJjyESEAFRONT Info COMINCH 

For General DeWltt. Concur your 211820 as basis for 
initiating training. Request you send me your suggested 
draft of the joint directive we should issue in carrying 
out task B of ^ominch 181315, Foregoing based on assump- 
tions. Afirm, That troops have been or will be made 
available to your. Baker. That location of amphibious 
training is satisfactory to Rockwell. Cast. That neces- 
sary transports for the indicated combat loading can be 
made available for the actual operation against BOODLE. 

23 0016 DeWITT to CINCPAC Info COMWESEAFRON . 

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cincpac handle, 
(copies in pinks as this despatch is Most Secret), 

23 2215 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH CTF 3 COMWESEAFRON etc . 

Execute the following plan which is issued jointly by Cincpac 
and CG Western Defense Command. Objective. Occupation of 
AMCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose. To deny AMCHITKA im- 
mediately to enemy and utilize it as soon as possible in air 
operations against enemy forces and KISKA installations. 

Task, Seize and occupy AMCHITKA and build airfield thereon. 
In Command, Commander Northern Force (CTF 8) Pacific Fleet. 
Forces Assigned, Task Force 8 plus INDIANAPOLIS, DEWEY, 
WORDEN, KALK, GILLESPIE, MIDDLETON. Army Garrison of about 
6000 plus transportation forces as designated by ComGen 
Western Defense Command. Target Date. January FIFTH. Command 
of Army Forces less aircraft will revert to Army when CG 
FORMITLA informs CTF 8 he is ready to take over. Code name 
of this operation is CROW-BAR. Addressees pass for info to 
interested Army Commands, 
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23 2359 CTF 17 to CINCPAC Info CONGEN 7th AIRFORCE . 

CTF 17 speaking. Pass to ComGen 7th Air Force, ■‘■nitial 
estimates of attack are approximately 90^ of projectiles 
were placed in target area. Every indication attack 
complete surprise. No AA fire until after passage of 1st 
Airplane. Many fires started which were visible 75 miles. 

No injury to personnel, only minor damage to aircraft. 

Photo airplane departed 0420 Y (Plus 12). 

24 0616 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC COMSOWESTPAC NZNB . 

Day long strafing Nip positions GUADALCANAL featured activity 
there 23rd. SBTs, SBDs and fortresses hit MUNDA noon same 
day concentrating areas Just north and east of field and on 
coastal gun positions and west end runway. 7 zeros downed 
by fighter escort. Photos this strike show clearing xmder- 
way for possible extension eastern end of strip, which ap- 
pears useable. Single B-17 harassed MUNDA prior dawn today, 

1 AK, 8 other ships BUIN yesterday with 20 planes on KAHILI 
field. At 230535 GOT 1 CL, 1 DD between FAISI and VELLA LA- 
VELLA on southeast course. From Comsopac. NWX pass to NMIB 
for info. 

24 0225 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 



Comtaskforce 8 sends. Radio Honolulu pass to Clncpac for 
action. DeWitts orders to Buckner establish CROBAR Army 
force as follows: 1st Echelon total 2952 composed of 1 

Battalion infantry, 1 Battery 75 's, 1 Battery 155 ’s, 2 
Antiaircraft Batteries, plus regiment engineers; 2nd Echelon 
probably 2 weeks later total 1600 composed of 1 Battalion 
of Infantry, plus engineers, lOOOmlscellaneous troops not 
yet assigned to echelons. Total 5560. Buckner's chief of 
staff reports from personal conference with DeWitt in San 
Francisco that latter realizes larger garrison more desir- 
able but has decided against increased force for the fol- 
lowing reasons: A. Additional freight tonnage Involved, 

B, "The Navy 1s confident the movement will be unopposed 
and that they can prevent anything coming either to FORMULA 
or LONGVIEW.*'. 
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25 0303 CINCPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO COMSO^VESTPACPOR . COI/iAIRSOPAC .COMINCH . 

Present concentration over 100 Jap ships In RAEAUL offers 
best chance of v/ar to date to strike crippling blow at enemy 
overseas transportation service. Request your Ideas and 
specific comments as to planes and munitions available for 
all out air strike combining low altitude bomb and torpedo 
attack on shipping by medlimi bombers and lightning flgjiter 
escort from BUTTON via CACTUS coordinated with maximum effort 
by heavy bombardment aviation against adjacent airdromes and 
AA Installations in RABAUL area. Coordination with Sowespac 
forces necessary in order to provide maximum effort. Suggest 
you take up with Mac Arthur. Also believe this enemy concen- 
tration v/arrants greater number of our submarines In RABAUL 
approaches. Carpenter pass to MacArthur. 

25 0449 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMAIRSOPAC COMGEN CACTUS ETC 



Comsopac sending. Current night nuisance raids over CACTUS 
are lov/ering combat efficiency of our troops through loss of 
sleep and Increased exposure to malaria during hours of dark- 
ness spent In fox holes and dubouts. Recommend that a 
minimum of 6 night fighting aircraft with homing radars and 
personnel now undergoing night fighter training plus ground 
equipment be dispatched CACTUS earliest time. Best available 
altitude determining Intercepter radars with night fighter 
directing personnel should accompany. Advise. Action Cincpac 
info Comlnch, Comairpac, Comgen CACTUS, Comalrwingspac , 
Comgensopac, Comfair N0UI»IEA by hand, Comairsopac, please pass 
to Comairwing 1. 

26 0224 COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPACFOR Info CINCPAC. C0MS0?^SPACF0R 

Christmas photos BALLALE ISLAND show landing strip to be 
surfaced 3500 feet with 500 feet north east end unfinished. 
Clearing extends complete length Island from northeast to 
southwest beaches. Dispersal lane southwest end much Im- 
proved. 1 Revetment finished 7 more under construction. 
Similar dispersal area started to northeast end. No planes 
observed but strip looks serviceable. Large concentration 
stores southwest tip of Island. Previous dispatch erroneously 
reported strip to be shorter. Careful check show these 
measurements more accurate. 
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30 0350 COIvISOPAC to CINCPAC. 








Urdis 270841 November. Following planned. A. By 10 Jan. 
entire Americal and 25th Divisions in CACTUS. 2nd Marine 
Division in CACTUS. 1st Marine Division in AUSTRALIA. 

214th Coast Artillery Regiment embarking WHITE POPPY for 
CACTUS. 1st Raider Battalion and 2nd Parachute Battalion 
from SPOONER embarking at POPPY. 6th Construction Battalion 
enroute CACTUS to FULCRUM for rehabilitation. B. About 
25 January 2nd Marine Regiment embark CACTUS for LONGBOW, 
27th Construction Battalion embark WHITE POPPY for CACTUS. 

C. Debark 3rd Raider Battalion from STRAW at BUTTON. D. 

30 January embark 8th Marine Regiment at CACTUS for LONGBOW. 
E. 20 February embark 6th Marine Regiment at CACTUS for 
LONGBOW. F, About 14 January 11th Defense Battalion unload 
RINGBOLT for gradual transfer to PORT PURVIS. More detailed 
info regarding movements by airmail. 



30 0627 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMSOWLSPAC . ALL TF COMS SOPAC etc . 





CACTUS Marines killed 110 Japs 27th and results artillery 
fire plus minor clashes raise total enemy slain GUADALCANAL 
past few days to 155-165. Pair of small AKs at WICKHAM 
left blazing exploding total wrecks after 2 BLUE air strikes 
29th. Early CATS harassed MUNDA 29th and 30th dropping bombs 
and mortar shells. Comsopac daily dope. Rdo AUCKLAND pass 
to NZNB. Heavy AA 29th from point and shore emplacements 
toward KOKENGOLO. Further reports much barge activity and 
unloading southeast KOLOMBANGARA . KUNDU POINT west GANONGGA 
also may be staging point MUNDA supply. Barges small AKs 
there 27th and 100 men ashore. Native patrol SANTA ISABEL 
jumped 24 Japs December 28th only 3 escaped alive. 29th 

L air search REKATA saw construction continuing PAPATURA 

ISLAND strafed 3 float planes on water. 

30 1223C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. 





Clncpac action Comsopac originator Comlnch info. Cominch 
151650 . Clncpac 170505. Following units CACTUS -RING BOLT 
area by unit. Officers strength, enlisted. A. Army. 246th 
F.A. Battalion 25, 418. 164th Inf. Regt. 123, 3325. 182nd 

Inf. Regt. 125, 2511. 247th F.A. Battalion 26, 369. 245th 

F.A. Battalion 29, 524. 132nd Inf. Regt. 126, 3536. 

Americal Division service troops 102, 1235, reconnaissance 
Squadron 12, 470. B. Navy. Advanced Bases 138, 604. 6th 
Construction Battalion 17, 955. Acorn Red 150, 1368. C. 
Marine. First Marine Division service and special detach- 
ment 25, 1000. 7th Marines reinforced 241, 4202. Second 
marines reinforced 209, 4435. 8th Marines reinforced 140, 
2808. 3rd Defense Battalion 241, 4202. 5th Defense Battalion 
79, 272. 9th Defense Battalion 51, 1139. 3rd Barrage Balloon 
Squadron 11, 220. 18th Construction Battalion 14, 523. 

155 mm Battery Corps Artillery 7, 148. Info military equip- 
ment not withdrawn follows by airmail. . onv 
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31 0836 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC InTo COMSWPAC . ALL TF COMS SOPAC . etc. 

Dally dope from Comsopac patrols killed 20 more Japs and 
single dive bomber demolished heavy gvin behind their lines 
the 30th. 1700 love (-11) same day SBD's and F4F’s raid- 

ed REKATA scoring bomb hits new buildings PAPATIRAGIA 
ISLAND and other structures SUAVANUA POINT. Only slight 
AA. Special RECCE VILA area southeastern KOLOKBANGARA 
1140 love 30 negative. WICKHAM HARBOR empty oil slicks 
evidence almost certain destruction AK's bombed there 
29th. P-39’s and F4F's destroyed 5 small barges another 

point on south VANGUNU 1300 love 30th. CW reports DD 
close inshore CHOISETJL BAY 30th and DD patrols off north- 
ern entrance TONOLEI area said daily late afternoon routine. 
Nips hot breath on North SOLOMONS watchers and 1 in 
CHOISEUL made forced move yesterday. Shipping still light 
FAISI-BUIN area but 91 vessels seen RABAUL 1000 love 30th. 
Medium bombers now using MUNDA where PBY’s made nuisance 
raids this morning. At 0600 love 31 search from CACTUS 
sav/ 5 submerged possible midget subs in MAROVO LAGOON. 

Strike despatched. BLUE subs report following successes: 
ALBACORE got 6,000 ton AK or AP just off MADANG December 
k8th. GREENLING sank 2 AK’s northeast of ADMIRALTYS and 
DD north by BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT. 

31 0830 COMARAIRWING 2 to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC etc. 

6 B-26's protected by 4 Lightnings CMA, 4 Cobras CM, 

4 Wildcats dropped 6 500 and 42 100 pound bombs MUNDA 
field 1630 L (minus 11) CMA altitude 8000. No enemy 
planes seen on ground or in air. AA heavy but not ef- 
fective. 1 P-39 landed in v/ater on way up CM pilot 
ashore safely RUSSELL. About 8 large caliber AA guns 
now at MUNDA, Wildcats had difficulty maintaining speed 
of bombers. Hand for info to Comgen FMAW. 

31 0459 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMGENHAWDEPT 

Presume you have been informed of Emmons 282325 to Chief 
of Staff, U.S. Army. I plan to give maximum employment 
to bombardment aircraft as suggested by your 261315. 

This is not only effective action against enemy but ex- 
cellent training for all concerned. In addition believe 
important to add to long range search and striking forces 
here v/hile there is threat to outlying bases this area, 
-'^ddtlonal bombardment group is most desirable. 
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31 1100 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. CTF 67 Info 00100 CACTUS, etc. 

311100 part 1 of 5 parts. Comsopac Operation Plan 1-43. 

Task Group 62.6 Captain Reifsnider consisting 6 AP's, 1 AK, 

5 DD’s depart WHITE POPPY 1800 GOT December 31st to land troop 
reenforcements and cargo for GUADALCANAL and TULAGI embark 
personnel and equipment for further transfer in accordance 
Comtaskfor 62 Operation Order A26-42. Landings is scheduled 
to commence LUNGA POINT area by 1830 GCT January 3rd. Es- 
timate withdrawal of 5 AP's with personnel will be completed 
by local night January 6th. Task organization. Task Force 
63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore-based air units CACTUS, RING- 
BOLT, BUTTON. Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Lee Batdlv 6; 

DUNLAP, FANNING, MAURY, LARDNER. Task Force 67 Rear Admiral 
Ainsworth; LOUISVILLE, HONOLULU, HELENA, NASHVILLE, ST. LOUIS, 
COLUIvIBIA, ACHILLES, FLETCHER, DRAYTON, LAMSON, OBANKON, NICHO- 
LAS, GRAYBACK. Task unit 66.1,6 Commander Ryan: PLATTE, 
LANSDOWNE, no general task. This force will cover Task 
Group 62.6 until safe withdrawal of 5 AP’s from CACTUS area 
as determined by Commander, South Pacific Force. End 
part 1. Addees v/ho have all 3 parts by hand and otherwise 
stated In part 3. 

31 1112 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. CTF 67 Info CTF 42. CINCPAC. etc. 

This is part 2 of my Opplan 1-43. Tasks. Task Force 63 
provide close air protection for Task Group 62.6 from point 
Q until safe withdrawal 5 AP’s, strike enemy forces and in- 
stallations repeatedly commencing 3 January as far north 
as and including BUIN area, provide air protection for approach 
and withdrawal of Task Force 67 MUNDA bombardment unit period 
(Comsowespac Plans to strike RABAUL every morning until and 
including January 7th). Task Force 64 depart NOUIvlEA 1800 
GCT January 1st arrive point S 0800 GCT January 3rd operating 
thereafter as practicable in general area point S until 
otherwise directed. Task Force 67 depart BUTTON 0300 GCT 
January 2nd contact Task Group 62.6 approximately 60 miles 
south of Point Q at 2100 GCT January 2nd, proceed independ- 
ently thereafter to operate 100 miles northeast of point Q, 
detach unit to bombard MNNDA airfield installation NE”? GEORGIA 
the night of January 4th local date, be prepared to coun4;er 
enemy threats against landing and withdrawal oneratlons of 
Task Group 62.6. Task Unit 66.1.6 depart 'WHITE POPPY 1800 
GCT January 2nd proceed to arrive point 0 at 2300 GCT the 
4th, operate to eastward passing through point 0 dally at 
2000 and 0700 all GCT for fueling rendezvous until further 
orders. Finish part 2. Adees who have all 3 parts by hand 
or otherwise listed in part 3 

31 1124 COMSOPAC to CTF 63. CTF 64. ALL TF COMSOPAC. GRAYBACK . etc. 

Part 2of 311100 started "This is cart 2 of my Opplan 1-43". 

’"/hat follows is part 3 of Comsopac 311100. Opplan 1-43 part 
3. Logistics fuel in battleships, cruisers, PLATTE, WHITE 
POPPY, BUTTON. Communications in accordance Pac 70 TF Com- 
manders frequency 4205 KCS series. In addition Comsopacj^2 09 
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will guard secondary series as follows: commencing with 

execution this plan. 4295 KCS from 0700 to 800 GCT. 8590 
continuously. 12885 from 1800 to 0700 GCT. Employ secondary 
frequencies as necessitated by volumns of traffic or inter- 
ference on a primary circuit. Operation traffic will be 
paralleled on NPM fox and loted during period of operations. 
Point 0 latitude 14 South, longitude 164 East; point Q lat. 
12-30 South, long. 162-45 East; point S lat. 15 South, long. 

159 East. This Operation Plan effective "on receipt. Com- 
sopacfor at N0UI*:EA . End Operation Plan. CTP 62, CTG 62.6 
and Comseronsopac have by hand for information. CTP 64 action 
and Comgensopac info by hand. Comgen CACTUS and Comnavbases 
CACTUS and RINGBOLT info. GRAYBACK has in another system 
as an action addee. 



01 0514 COMSOPAC to COMNAVBASESOPAC . COMGEN CACTUS. COMGEN 1ST MAC . 




PORT PURVIS (PLORIDA ISLAND) development as fleet anchorage 
and transhipment point approved. Harbor survey and develop- 
ment of harbor facilities, underwater defenses, shore storage 
facilities responsibility Comnavbasessopac , Defense PORT 
PURVIS responsibility Comgen CACTUS. 11th Defense Battalion 
assigned as Initial defense force. Responsible Commanders 
proceed with development PORT PURVIS earliest practicable 
date and make detailed recommendation for ultimate develop- 
ment and defense. Code name PINMONEY assigned PORT PURVIS. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. Comsopac sends. Comnavbase- 
sopac has as action adee. Also action Comgen CACTUS, Comgen 
1st MAC, Comgen Sopac , CTP 62, Comseronsopac have by hand 
all info. Comnavbase CACTUS info. 



31 2140 CTP 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COMGEN ADC . 
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Air action as follows. All times GCT. Por action Clncpac 
Info Cominch. Prom CTP 8. 2130 December 30th 14 P-38's, 

3 B-25’s found recently arrived AK's or AP's KISKA HARBOR. 

Also 3 small subs probably midgets. 8 Lightnings proceed- 
ing for bombing and strafing attack engaged by 4 float zeros 
at 2000 feet. Attack broken up. 2 Lightnings shot down 1 
zero crashed water. 5 other float zeros seen in air. 1 
B-25 shot down (Probably AA fire). Other 2 attacked cargo 
ships with 4 500 pounders and 3 300’ s. Results unobserved. 

2nd attack at 0147 on 31st. 5 heavies 8 medium dropped 77 

quarter ton bombs and 5-300 on cargo ships. Observed results 
include 3 hits one shlf) 2 on other with smoke and heavy 
explosion from 1. During afternoon attack bombers enco\intered 
Catalina off KISKA attacked by 4 zeros evaded 
Afternoon photographs show 6 zero (4 twin 
float 2 single float) on beach also show new ships are ap- 
proximately 465 and 300 feet in length. Pormer still loaded. 
Army Catalina during morning attack landed vicinity crashed 
B-25 and took off but not heard from since. All planes after- 
noon mission returned, minor damage, 1 tall gunner killed i n 
2 pilots minor injuries from AA. 



1 Ploat zero, 
in cloud cover 
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01 1136 COMSOPAC to CINCFAC Inf o' COMINCH . 

For Clncpac Cominch only. Prom Comsopac. Cominch 311405. 

2nd Marine Division being withdrawn as rapidly as availability 
shipping permits. Plan loading 2nd and 8th Marines CACTUS 
25th and 28th. 6th Marines now enroute arrive CACTUS 4th for 
6 weeks combat experience. See also last sentence this despatch. 
Ships which land 6th will load 7th for ADOEE. Copy shipping 
schedule has been airmailed Clncpac. Last element Army 25th 
Division due CACTUS 4th. Present plans for cleaning up CACTUS 
situation: A. Seizure by Army of POINT AUSTIN a Jap held hill 

mass dominating present position from south, B. Landing re- 
inforced regiment vicinity TASSAFARONGA about 18th to sever 
Jap communications and pocket Jap main body. C. Subsequent 
cleaning up operations. For your personal information were it 
practicable to withdraw them earlier I would feel retention 
Second Marine Division CACTUS as outlined above essential until 
Army combat efficiency has been demonstrated. 
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December 1st 

Further renorts of the 4th Battle of SAVO are contained 
in CTF 67 010655 Wia Gomsopac) and Rear Admiral Tisdale’s 
012252 and 020011. It is believed that our damaged cruisers can 
be patched up and sent to AUSTRALIA for preliminary repairs, 
then to U.S. yards. Rear Admiral Wrifrht’s force has repulsed 
another push of the enemy and inflicted severe losses. We con- 
tinue to retain command of the sea in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

Twenty six Jap survivors of a Jap DD landed at CACTUS and 
stated that their shin was one of 5 DDs attempting to run sup- 
plies in to CUADALCAITAT. , 

TF 16 will go to FIJI and TF 11 to NOTUTUA, both training 
enroute. The ACHIL^IES will ,1oin TF 67 at FS^IRITU SAIJTO. The 
LOUI'^VILLE will sro to Sonac instead of S"rPac. 

Activity in the BTJNA area continues, but is not of major 
proportions. 

CTF 8 020600 is his operation order to deal with enemy 
convoys approaching the Western ATJCUTIANS. 

The MOOT'^ELIBR, LaVALLETTE, and CHEILJTGO are ordered to 
the Pacific Fleet from the Atlantic. 

It is still indicated that a major attempt to recapture 
CACTUS is making up. , 



The Tokyo express, composed of 2 CA, 2 CL, 6 DD was inter- 
cepted 150 miles northwest of’ CACTUS during the late afternoon by 
planes from CACTUS. Our reports give 2 - 1000-pound bomb hits 
on one cruiser, 1 - 1000-pound bomb hit on second cruiser, 2 
torpedo hits on another ship, 2 possible hits on another ship. 

On the other hand, the Japs report no damage in this attack. It 
seems extremely difficult to assess damage inflicted by our 
planes. Damage is believed less than reported. 

There was only minor activity by patrols at CACTUS during 
the day. The fire in the forward holds of the ALCIIIBA continued 
burning on the 1st (local). All undamaged cargo has been unloaded 
Salvage possibilities are being investigated. Other logistic 
support of CACTUS is proceeding in a satisfactory manner. During 
the" night enemy planes were reported overhead. 

Engine repairs to the SARATOGA and COLUIiBIA will be at- 
tempted at NOUMEA, 



December 2nd 




(Continued) 
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The McFADLAND is now reported able to proceed to PEATiL 
under own nower at about 10 knots. 

There were several reports of enemy submarines in the 
area to the south of the SOLOMONS yesterday. Sub reconnaissance 
and attacks on prime targets are to be expected. 

The First Marine Division at CACTUS will be relieved as 
soon as possible and sent to BRISBANE , renorting to Comsowespac. 

Comsopac 020637 pink comraents on Cominch's proposal for 
speeding up the campaign in the SOLOMONS. 

As Cominch expressed doubt concerning operating Batdiv 3 
in SoPac, Cincpac sent his 030521 pink which reviews the need of 
0B3 gun nower in certain circumstances, and suggests that decision 
should be made now regarding lengthy modernization of OBBs, 

The next section of the 25 th Division will move from 
PEARL to the South Pacific on December 6th, and the final section 
is expected to leave the 15th. 



To warn against minor Jap efforts at PEARL on December 7th 
Cincpac sent his 022155 to Comgenhawdept and Comhawseafron. 



There are no new major enemy developments. 







December 3rd. 



There were no major developments in the South Pacific 
during the day. Early in the morning 2 DDs and 3 other enemy 
ships were seen 100 miles northwest of CACTUS. No report of 
a strike on these was received, but it is known that the weather 
was bad. Ground action at CACTUS was limited to minor oatrol 
actions. ComSoPac's 040459 gives olans for landing strips and 
air at CACTUS. 

The GUDGEON returning from patrol in the NEW IRELAND- 
SHORTLANDS area reports sinking 3 AKs totalling 22,100 tons. 

Prisoners of war recently captured from DDs sunk off LUNGA 
indicate the HEYEL and KIRSHIMA were sunk in mid- November , and 
that 5 CVs are at TRUK and are damaged. 

There is a rather large concentration of shipping in the 
TULAGI - GUADALCANAL area today. Damaged cruisers are still there 
and several AKs are unloading. 
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December 5rd (Continued) 

The POMPOM movement Is in part the transfer of Marine 
replacements from NORFOLK to the STRAW area. 

Minor activity continues in the BUNA area. A large number 
of SWPac planes attacked enemy DDs retiring south of NEW BRITAIN 
but failed to get hits. 

Cominch 031740 pink answers Clncpac in regards to modern- 
ization and present employment of OBBs. Cincpac 040253 does not 
desire to expose unnecessarily the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI to 
underwater damage and considers that operations west of FIJI \mder 
present conditions would result in such exposure. These vessels 
depart from PEARL for the South on December 6th. 

Cominch has ordered four more APs and 2 more AKs from the 
Atlantic to Pacific Fleet during December. 

It is believed that the enemy is now making arrangements for 
another major effort to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS. Convoys 
are enroute to the Western ALEUTIANS, but the strength and purpose 
of this move is not clear. No major threat to the MIDWAY-OAHU line 
is seen. Minor raids in the Central Pacific continue to be possible. 

December 4t h . ' , 

(m< 

The day was generally quiet in the Central and South Pacific 
areas. TF 11 -and 16 are at sea training and will go to NOUMEA and 
NANDI respectively. TF 67 is at ESPIRITU SAITTO. TF 64 is divided 
between NOUMEA and NANDI with the NORTH CAROLINA at NANDI and the 
WASHINGTON at NOUMEA. TF 65 is at NANDI. The NE7/ J,EXIC0, with CTF 1 
embarked, and the MISSISSIPPI will proceed initially to NANDI. The 
INDIANA and COLUMBIA are at NOUMEA. 

There were no major sightings in the Southern SOLOMONS area. 
Enemy subs continue active in. that general area, including midget 
subs believed using KAMIMBO as a base. 

The logistic supply of CACTUS is being slowed down somewhat 
because of shortage of boats. 

Corns opac 041153 summarizes his day. 

Our damaged cruisers are still at TULAGI. Their condition 
today is not reported. The salvage possibilities of the ALCHIBA at 
CACTUS are being investigated. 

The KENMORE grounded when leaving TULAGI, but came off about 
ten hoxirs later with no apparent damage. 



(Continued on next page) 
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December 4th , (Continued) 

Comsopac recommends against an attempt to salvage the 
COOLIDGE at this time (032127). 

An enemy force was reported about 200 miles south of 
AMCHITKA by a search plane. The report is complete as shown by 
CTP 8 042153. On return the. pilot reported that no positive 
contact had been made. As we and CTP 8 have good information 
of enemy convoys approaching the Western ALEUTIANS, the contact 
was believed authentic. CTP 8 alerted his forces and sent out a 
search and strike to develop and attack the enemy. His forces 
resumed operations in accordance with his Op. Order 15-42 when 
the report was seen to be erroneous. It is not clear here why 
the report v/as made. 



Cominch 041750 alerts against a Jap move on December 7. 

No major Jap action on that day is considered likely. The enemy 
is continuing to gather his forces for another push toward CACTUS 
but there is no indication that he can move that soon. 

December 5th . 






Because Surface units are expected to attempt to reinforce 
GUADALCAIJAL between the 6 th and 12th, Admiral Halsey ordered 
moves Indicated in Cincpac o^‘2o3l . It must be assumed that the 
SARATOGA is completing turbine repairs as she was not ordered 
' to rendezvous with other combatant units. The PENSACOLA left 
TULAGI for ESPIRITU SANTO. The MIIH'JEiU’OLIS and NI?/'/ ORLEANS are 
not yet ready to leave TULAGI. 



The remarkable trip of the 2nd raiders at GUADALC/JJAL is 
described in Comsopac O 6 OI 43 . r 

TP 8 search of the Western ALEUTIANS today was negative. 
It indicates that the weather was good - raay^be #yood enough to 
bomb KISKA. 



Cominch 051441 shows that 4 APs and 2 AKs above those 
previously mentioned are to be sent to Cincpac from the Atlantic. 
Cominch proposes to renlace 1 OCL with 1 DL in order to make 
another OCL available for Task Force EIGHT. 



Indications of a major nush toward the Southern SOLOMONiS 
continue. The time is uncertain. Because of this push no major 
activity by the enemy in any other Pacific area is considered 
possi )le. The move of troops to the ALEUTIANS continues. A minor 
raid in the Hav/aiian Sea Frontier is nossible but not probable. 
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Deceitiber 6th 



Rear Admiral Kinkaid leaves here tonorrov/ to take com- 
mand of the North Pacific Force (TF 8). An intensive preliminary 
^tudy of the problem of seizing KISKA has been made here, and 
Admiral Kinkaid has been made fully acquainted with the present 
views of Admiral Nimitz on that subject. 

At GUADALCANAL our logistic supply of the Marines is 
proceeding. At eight in the morning the ALCHI3A was torpedoed 
for the seijpnd time; this time by a reported 2-man submarine. 

The ship ^a ^nq >/ be a total loss. 

The HONOLULU and HELENA plus 2 DD have been ordered to 
join other combatant units of TF 64i^mentioned yesterday, on the 
8th (local). GTF 64 in the WASHINGTON will operate in an area 
about 200 miles southwest of GUADACANAL. The NORTH CAI^OLINA 
and DD escorts also will join TF 64. TF l6 will fuel starting 
tomorrow evening about 200 miles southwest of RENNELL ISLAND. 

Late in the evening the TOKYO Express was sighted head- 
ing toward GUADALCANAL off the east coast of NEW GEORGIA. No 
further word was heard of this group, v/hich was reported as at 
least 9 DDs. 



In the TONOLSI area 2 BB, 5 CA, 3 CL, 12 DD, 5 AP or 
AK, were reported. At RABAUL at least 30 ships were counted. 

The S.S. EDISON is aground at VAUTA VATOA. A tug is 
being sent to assist the GREBE in hauling off the ship. 



Either the CLARK or BA.LCH will relieve one OCL in the 
SEPacfor. It is expected that the OCL will be added to TF 8, 

Comsopac 061929 approves the development • of BUTTON as 
an advance operating base of LION dimensions. 



The enemy is making large troop movements to .the IhiBAIH. 
area. Combatant units, including CVs, are believed assembling 
for another major attempt to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS. 

In the meantime supplies are being brought into GUADALCANAL by 
submarines, and DDs seem earmarked for the same duty. As long 
as these operations continue, no threat to the MIDWAY - OjUIU line 
is seen. Of course, minor raids on our advanced positions in 
the Central Pacific are always a possibility. 



The -ALEUTIAIT situation is obscure. 
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION JDec. 7^ 



I - SUMMARY OF THE SITUATION 

1, As a result of recent actions in the SOLOMONS area 
we are in coiranand of the sea and air in the Southern SOLOMONS 
and approaches thereto. 

2, Our positions at GUADALCANAL and TULAGI are not apt 
to be recaptured. At GUADALCANAL there still remain the fol- 
lov/ing major items to be accomplished: 

(a) Eliminate the enemy troops thereon. 

(b) Construct alternate landing fields. ^ 

(c) Provide for logistic supply; which Includes bulk 
avgas storage tanks with pipe lines so that bulk 
carriers can discharge; roads; storage space; 
weight handling gear; etc. 

3, GUADALCANAL is our most advanced position. Its secur- 
ity requires the occupation and development of further advanced 
positions . 

4, The NEW GUINEA situation is not satisfactory but is 
not dangerous at present. The enemy is attempting to improve 
positions on the northeast coast, but it is unlikely that con- 
trol can be extended to the southern coast. This is particul- 
arly true if pressure continues in the SOLOMONS. 

II - THE PROBLEM 



1. WPL-46-PC is the broad directive for the campaign. 
Task One, which is the seizure and occupation of the SANTA CRUZ 
Islands . TULAGI , and adjacent positions, has been completed 
except for the SANTA CRUZ operation which has been deferred. 

2. Task Two is the seizure and occupation of the remain- 
der of the SOLOMONS ISLANDS . LAE , SALAI.!AUA and the north coast 
of NET.V GUINEA . The Supreme Commander, Southv/est Pacific was 
assigned to command for this Task. Due to the changing situa- 
tion it is evident that that Task, and the assignment of the 
Commander, must be reconsidered. 

3. Task Three Involves the expulsion of the enemy from 
the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. As is the case v/ith Task Two, certain 
revisions to meet the situation are to be expected. 
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II - THE PROBLEM (Continued) 



4, The problem Is to estimate the how , when . and where 
of the resumption of the offensive; to restate Task Two; and 
to suggest command to fit the restated Task. 

5. Other tasks assigned to the Commander in Chief, Pac- 
ific Ocean Areas are still effective. 

Ill - LEANS AVAILABLE AND OPPOSED. 



1. Own . (Under Clncpac) 



(a) Surface r 


Nov. 24 


Feb. 20* 


May 


BB 


3 


5 


6 


OBB 


4 


8 


9 


CV 


2 


2 


7 


CA 


4 


7 


12 


CL 


3 


9 


9 


CL(AA) 


2 


2 


2 


DD 


42 


81 


96 


SS 


30 


38 


53 


APD 


3 


10 


9 

» 


AVD 


4 


4 


4 


ACV 


4 


9 


? 


AP 


14 


17 


? 


AK 


6 


7 


? 


AO 


19 


24 


28 


LC 




Exact No. 
in doubt. 


132 


LS 

*No estimate 


of losses 


7 

included , 


72 
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(b) Air : (as assigned by Joint Plan) 





AAF 


NAVY 


OTHER 




Class 


Aircraft 


Class 


Aircraft 


Class 


Aircraft 


GUADALCANAL 














(Incl, TULAGI) 










RNZAF 










VTB 


12 


Hudsons 


12 








VOS 


8 












VSB 


18 








Ftr 


25 


VF 


18 






NDENI 














(’AThen ready) 


M/B 


7 


VOS 


8 








Ftr 


17 










.SSPIRITU SANTO 


M/B 


13 










f 






VOS 


8 












VSB 


18 








Ftr 


25 


VF 


18 








M/B 


6 


VOS 


g 












VSB 


9 








Ftr 


25 


VF 


18 






NaT'V CALEDONIA 


“H/l 


70^ 




50^' 


RIvfZAF 


12 












Hudsons 






M/B 


13 


VOS 


8 








Ftr 


33 


VSP 


18 








Trans 


13* 


VF 


18 












VR 


36* 






TTH 


"M/B 


13 






■■■KNZAF 














Hudsons 


12 












Slnga- 














pores 


4 




Ftr 


25 




: Vincents 


9 


to ZEALAND 










Ten t^ombat Sqds, 


^ONGATABU 


Ftr 


25X 


VOS 


8 






SAI/IOAN Area (In- 














cl, FUNAFUTI, 






VOS 


24 






7/ALLIS, TUTUILA, 






VSB 


18 






UPOLU) 




' 


VF 


27 






BORABORA 






VPB 


3 












VOS 


8 






CaWWW 


Ftr 


25 




12 








M/B or L/B-13. or VSB 


18 










♦Operating throughout NEV/ CALEDOIJIA - GUADALCANAL - NDEia 

FIJI Area, 

X To be manned by R.N.Z.A.F. personnel. 



sJ 
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(b) Air ! (Continued) 



Explanatory Kemorandtun on Recoimnended Employ - 
ment of Planes. 



GUADALCANAL, NDENI, ESPIRITU SANTO, and EPATE are 
considered front line positions. The first three are to be 
kept filled with light and medium planes to operating capacity, 
reserves to an aggregate of 150^ or more in the back areas of 
flyable planes with pilots. The Army considers the planes in 
NEW CALEDONIA, FIJI and TONGATABU a part of this flyable reserve. 

As the capacity of GUADALCANAL, NDENI, and ESPIRITU 
SANTO Increases, the number of planes assigned thereto must 
' keep step with the capacity, with corresponding increases in 
reserves. This also applies to new positions seized. 

Half the Army fighters assigned to the forward posi- 
tions should be high altitude fighters. This matter was dis- 
cussed but not concluded. 

(c ) Troops ; 

Appended . 

(d) Logistics ; 

There are no Insuperable logistic difficulties. 

Adequate support of all kinds is available in the area. The 
usual difficulties, which are met when landing on beaches 
with no facilities, will have to be overcome. 
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2. Eneny 

Enemy Surface Strength; November 23, 1942. 

BB - 10 (2 were probably sunk; 2 probably damaged) 

CV - SKOKAKU - probably damaged . 

ZUIICAKU - probably damaged. 

RYUJO - possibly sunk 

ZUIHO 

HOSHO 

XCV - HAYATAKA 

HITAKA - damaged. 

OTAKA 

UNYO 

CHUYO 

AV - CHITOSE - damaged 

CHIYODA, NISSHIN, ATISUSHBIA 

XAV - 4-6. 

DD - About 105 in Navy, Not thought feasible to em- 
ploy more than 40 in the South Pacific. 

SS - About 40 available for use in the South Pacific. 

Ene^AlrStrength - Naval Air. 

This does not include ship based planes. Also, 
there is insufficient information to estimate Army air 
strength. It seems probable that Army air is moving 
into the South Pacific. 



EMPIRE 



VP 135 
VB --- 36 
VHB — - 81 
VP --- 24 
Seaplanes 72 

MARIANAS and CAROLINES 


Total 


348 


VF 


45 






VHB --- 


27 






VP --- 


6 






Seaplanes 


60 


Total 


138 


RABALT, Area 








VF 


90 






VB 


18 






VHB --- 


72 






VP --- 


18 






Seaplanes 


24 


Total 


202 
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^e^_Alr_Stren£^ - Naval Air (Continued) 
MARSHALLS and GILBERTS 



VF 


50 




VHB — - 


54 




VP 


12 




Seaplanes 


24 


Total 140 



Grand total which it is believed physic- 
ally possible to put in the South Pacific: 



VP 


320 




VB 


54 




VKB - — 


234 


Total 608 



Note? Details of above in ICPOA estimate attached, 
Enem 2 ^_Tr^g_J^reng^ - South Pacific 



GUADALCANAL --- 15,000 

Garrisons - BISMARK - SOLOMONS 10,000 

Troops available for assignment - - - 35,000 

NEW GUINEA - 7,500 

Total troops South and 

Southwest Pacific- - - - 80,000 



Note: Details of above are in ICPOA estimate attached. 

It is believed that the above are maximum fig- 
ures. Troops are continually moving to the area 
and a large and well trained reservoir of troops 
is thought to be available to the enemy from out- 
side the area. Of the ntimbers indicated not all 
are effectives; that is, some 50^ may be consider- 
ed engineers, laborers, ground personnel for air- 
planes, etc. 
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IV - CHARACTBRISTICS OF THE THEATRE. 



1. In the advance up the SOLOMONS from OUADALGANAL, de- 
cision will be made whether to go all the way to J"ap positions, 
such as in the 3UIN area, or whether to establish in inter- 
mediate positions. If the latter is decided upon the NEv7 GEOR- 
GIA group, ISABEL, and CHOISEUL Islands offer a mid-position in- 
sofar as distance is concerned. 



Prom GUADALCAIUL to 



North part ISABEL 
South part CHOISEUL 
Mid NEW GEORGIA 
TONCLEI 



150 miles 
180 miles 
175 miles 
290 miles 



TONOLEI to 



BTJKA 

RABAUL 



120 miles 
275 miles 



The only places considered are those which seem to offer 
possibilities which include: 

Reasonably safe apnroach ^ ^ 

N Good landing beach ' o 

Adjacent airfield possibilities ' 

2 . NEW GEORGIA 

APs could not be expected to enter the anchorage. Boat- 
ing in the harbor should be very easy. 

The undergrowth appears to extend to the water’s edge 
but landings could be made at piers on both the east and west 
sides of the harbor. 

Level country around the harbor appears suitable for 
a landing strip, but because of dense under growth clearing the 
site would be difficult, A coconut plantation on the west side 
may offer possibilities in this respect. 

The Japs are reported here in small niombers. 

RENDCVA HARBOR 



At least equal to VIRU, but here again the APs could 
hardly expect to enter without a good pilot. 









rs 



There are reasonably good beaches and water supply. 
Nearby coconut plantations seem to offer landing strip pos- 
sibilities. 



HATHORiT SOUND 

A fairly good anchorage vdiich might be used by a div- 
ision of APs. Beaches are only fair and will present landing 
difficulties. ARUNDEL ISLAND has landing strip possibilities. 

Just around the coast to the west and north is I«IU1'IDA 
POINT. Recently Japs have landed there. Almost nothing is known 
of the approach to this anchorage. Entrance is reported by way 
of a tricky passage through shoals. 

Because of adjacent nearb y flat terrain the following 
are possible sites listed: 

RICE, LEVER, and LINGUTU, all in mN GEORGIA. 

Recently the Japs have used GIZC HARBOR in a small 
way. It seems suitable for limited seaplane operation only. 

In general, all islands of the NEV/ GEORGIA group are 
densely forested. The only roads run for short distances around 
coconut plantations. Native villages are located along the 
coasts and lagoons. Population of the group is around 2000. 

3. GHOISEUL ISLAND 

Very little is known of this island. Sailing direc- 
tions, and other meagre information indicate that no suitable 
landing sites for our purpose exist in the southern half of the 
island. 



4. ISABEL ISLAND 
RI3CATA BAY 



Seems to be a fine seaplane anchorage and could be de- 
veloped into a major airfield. It is 170 miles southeast of 
TONOLEI. The landing of a large force seems to present no great 
navigatignal or other dangers. As it is now in use by the enemy 
as a seaplane base, the landing would be opposed. 

MARINGE LAGOON 



It is also suitable for landing and development but is 
only 85 miles due north of GUADAKJANAL. 

5. The SHORTLANDS area, which includes BTJIN, FAISI, and 
TONOLEI is adecuate for large forces and capable of considerable 
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development. A Jap landing field is under construction. As 
it is held in some strength and is under the guns of RABAUL and 
BUKA air, there would be enemy opposition to the landing by 
both air and shore defenses, 

V - EKEJ.tY GAPABILITIBS 



Enemy’s Problem 



1. During the period since our occupation of GUADALCANAL 
the enemy has suffered severe losses in ships and planes. Re- 
sultant enemy strength has been noted. Because of these losses 
the enemy has been unable to carry out planned operations which 
included the recapture of GUADALCANAL. As the situation now 
stands the enemy is faced with the immediate problem of maintain- 
ing a supply line to her GUADALCANAL troops. As there are in- 
sxifficient enemy troops there to drive out the Marines, the 
enemy must (1) be reinforced heavily, (2) surrender, (3) starve. 
The latter seems probable as long as we retain local command of 
the sea. Submarines cannot provide adequate logistic support, 

2. The situation is somewhat better for the enemy at NEW 
GUINEA. We do not control the approaches to the LAE-BUNA area 
but Allied troops are actively opposing the enemy and Allied air 
has, and can cause considerable damage to shipping and positions. 
It seems possible for the enemy to land strong forces on the 
north coast, but to extend control to PORT MORESBY they must go 
over the mountains or around the eastern tip of NEW GUINEA by 
water. Determined Australian opposition should prevent the former 
and Admiral Halsey’s force can oppose the latter. 

3. There is every indication that the enemy is on the 
defensive in the Central Pacific. This is not by choice, but 
because the South Pacific venture does not leave sufficient 
strength to do anything else. The occupation of the GILBERTS 
is a minor affair and further extension southward will be op- 
posed from FUTTAFUTI. Should the enemy decide to assume defen- 
sive in the South Pacific enough naval strength could be with- 
drawn to attack in the IIAV/AIIAN area and/or our positions to the 
south of OAHU, 

4. The enemy is in good control of the PHILIPPINES and. the 
UAIAY barrier. No immediate threat in that region is seen. Here 
again, as long as the bulk of strength is committed to the South 
Pacific the enemy is unable to extend'^fontrol in the direction 

of Western AUSTRALIA or IITDIA, The latter is a land operation 
which does not involve large naval strength. The enemy has a 
strong hold on the PHILIPPINES, NEI, the MALAY peninsula, and 
INDO CHINA, and the sea routes from those places to JAPAN. To 
permit Japan to exploit that vast area and to transport the stra- 
tegic materials to Japan on a large scale would be to prolong the 
war, and might even make the outcome uncertain. 
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5. The defense position of Japan is nowhere seriously 
threatened at the moment. Although offensive has been stopped 
on all fronts, capacity for defense is not materially disturbed. 
It is Icnown that JAPAN wanted to extend control to NEV/ CALEDONIA 
and neutralize AUSTRALIA in order to perfect her position in 
the South. There are some early indications that the southern 
defense outer position will be the 3ISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. How- 
ever, it is too early to state this idea with any assurance. 

6. In the North Pacific, the enemy is intrenched at KISKA 
and will stay there until we occupy that area. There is no 
evidence of the desire or capacity of the enemy to extend con- 
trol eastv/ard along the ALEUTIANS or to make major attacks on 
other ALASKAN positions. 

7. Off JAPAN the enemy maintains a comprehensive patrol 
line. The bulk of her battle line is always ready to repel 
raids on the Empire proper. 

Probable Enemy Course of Action 

8. As stated above, it now appears that the enemy no 
longer has capacity for further expansion. The broad course of 
action, therefore, will be to maintain a strong defensive posi- 
tion on all present fronts until exploitation of gains have made 
her Asiatic position too strong for the Allies to do more than 
accept a stalemate, and thus give JAPAN her ultimate war aim - 
complete hegemony in the Far East. 

9. Such a broad course of action does not rule out of- 
fensive moves in selected sectors to enhance overall defense. 
These are to be expected, and may include t- 

(a) Further attempts to capture or at least 
neutralize GUADALCANAL. 

(b) Establishment and strengthening of outlying 
positions in the SOLOMONS and NEJ GUINEA to 
provide defense in depth for the BISMARK 
ARCHIPELAGO, and to provide bases for attrition 
attacks on Allied shipping and positions. 

(c) Continued attacks on our lines of communica- 
tions employing submarines, air and surface 
forces. 

(d) Raids on our advanced positions from MIDWAY to 
GUADALCANAL. 

(e) Troop movements toward INDIA. 
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(f) Political and 5th Column activities in INDIA. 

(g) Raids toward north and west AUSTRALIA. 

(h) Raids in the ALEUTIANS. 



10. We may continue to expect JAPAN to attempt the stabil- 
ization of the CHINA affair by political moves. The same applies 
to BURMA. 

VI - OYJN COURSES OF ACTION 

1. As it now stands, our broad courses of action are set 
forth in current directives. The overall concept appears ac- 
ceptable i.e. to defend ALASILA.; to hold the MIDMY-OAHU-CANTON- 
FUNAFUTI-FI JI line, and, during the second phase of the war, to 
expel the enemy from the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO . Our immediate 
concern is the accomplishment of Task Two. Task Three will re- 
quire readjustments to fit circumstances as the war develops. 

2. For many good reasons, of which the appeasement of 
public opinion and prestige are of importance, the Japs must 

be expelled from the KISKA area by our land forces and the area 
occupied. Plans for this project are underway. 

3. The MIDWAY-OAHU-FIJI line is secure against permanent 
capture. Nowhere is the line secure against raids, nor will it 
be so in the foreseeable future. 

A. Our lines of communications behind our present posi- 
tions are reasonably secure. Convoys must continue as at present 
and good air and surface coverage must be provided at focal 
points. 



VII - THE SOLOMONS OFFENSIVE 

1. As so little is known of the plans, strength, and in- 
tentions of the Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific, that part 
of the Task Two which refers to the NET// GUINEA area is not dis- 
cussed. 

2. There are the following methods by which the SOLOMONS 
can be captured and occupied: 

(a) Step by step . In this method an intermediate point 
about half way from GUADALGA1\IAL to BUIN would be established as 
the first step. There are several suitable positions available. 
None are held in strength by the enemy and none are developed to 
any extent. The only immediate value of any are the anchorages 
which include advanced seaplane operating positions. All are 
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vulnerable to enemy air from the RA.BAUL, SHORTLANDS, and BUKA 
areas. On the other hand CACTUS air could support our opera- 
tions to a limited extent. 

The great objection to such an intermediate position 
is the necessity to develop it. We have learned a great deal 
about how to go about constructing an airfield in the jungles. 

We have, or soon will have, adequate and competent construction 
personnel. We can have adequate material. Nevertheless, this 
construction must be undertaken under the guns of the enemy. 
Based on previous experience the enemy will react violently when 
our moves are discovered. Our auxiliaries, escorts, and cover- 
ing vessels will be subject to heavy attrition attacks. The 
situation during the time we are developing the position will be 
favorable to the enemy, insofar as they will be able to plan and 
execute attrition almost at leisure. V/e must expect to pay 
heavily for such a move. 

(b) Modified step by step . This method would in- 

volve the capture of the SHORTLANDS area first. The great ad- 
vantage is that we would capture an airfield which could be 
used in a very short time. The dangers and difficulties of the 
capture are increased: (l) because we move nearer enemy air 

from RABAUL and BUKA; (2) much stronger enemy forces to over- 
come; ( 3 ) the probability of the approaches being mined; (4) 
and the lack of VF support from GUADALCANAL. 

( c) Simultaneous capture of all major enemy positions 
in the SOLOMONS. This would involve the capture and occunation 
of the SHORTLANDS area, the BUKA area, RSKATA BAY, and the neu- 
tralization of other enemy minor uositions such as MUNDA, GIZO, 
KIETA, and the eventual mopping up of enemy observation posi- 
tions . 



3. Coiirse (a) is feasible. Of the positions investiga- 
ted earlier, REKATA BAY seems to offer the maximum advantages. 

It is 180 miles by air from the nearest enemy airfield at BUIN, 
and 180 miles by water and I 40 miles by air from GUADALCANAL. 
Approaches permit ample sea room for any sized forces. Radar 
operation offshore should be efficient. V/arning of the approach 
of the enemy from passes through the SOLOMONS may be possible by 
submarine and coast watcher observation. Seaplane operations 
can commence almost immediately. Probable enemy local troops 
should be relatively easy to overcome. The choice of RSKATA 
does not eliminate the 7IRU or HATHORIT SOUITO areas. But be- 
cause radar will be less effective at those places they are 
less desirable; and they do not seem to offer any advantages 
not possessed at REKATA. For the initial landing no more than 
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one amphibious marine regiment would be required. The move 
would have to be covered by sufficient surface forces to pre- 
vent successful enemy surface attack. The size of our covering 
force would depend on an estimate of enemy surface strength 
capable of attack at the time of the move. Air coverage seems 
possible from GUADALCANAL. Preliminary surface bombardment of 
enemy positions is possible but not believed required on a 
large scale. After the initial landing the garrison troops 
should relieve the amphibious troops. Air field construction 
personnel and material would follow at once. 

There is considerable doubt regarding the suitability of 
this move. This is mainly because so little is accomplished 
until an air field is constructed. The immediate result is to 
deny a seaplane base to the enemy. Past experience indicates 
that shore based planes could not operate under a month from 
the date of the landing. 

The cost may be high. It will take at least one day to 
land the amphibious troops. Three or four days will be re- 
quired to land the air field construction personnel and material. 
Up to now we have been unable to prevent enemy use of his air 
fields by bombing. Unless we improve in this respect the ex-, 
pedition will be under air attack during the landings and dur- 
ing the air field construction period. And until antiaircraft 
weapons are placed ashore the enemy air activity will find little 
opposition. Surface raids must be expected at all times. Sub- 
marines would attack our line of supply. 

4. Course (b) is suitable as it denies a most important 
base to the enemy and permits as the use of an air field almost 
at once. 

It is only feasible when there is available two amphibious 
marine divisions. Because of this important limitation the 
operation cannot be scheduled before March 1, 1943. There are 
advantages in such a delay. Our surface forces available then 
are estimated to be strong enough to prevent any enemy surface 
opposition. Garrison troops to move in nromptly can be avail- 
able. The disadvantage in delay lies in the expected strengthen- 
ing of the enemy defensive positions on the SOLOMONS during that 
time. 



As t he SHORTLANDS area is a relatively strong enemy position 
the cost will be higher than at RUKATA. It is nearer to RABAUL 
and BUKA which would indicate heavier air opnosition. We would 
paj’’ heavily for this fine prize, but it might be worth heavy 
losses. As at any place in the SOLOMONS, our losses will be in 
proportion to the effort of the enemy to oppose our plan. Should 
a slugging match take place between surface units, such as at 
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SAVO, we can expect to inflict at least eq,ual losses. As time 
goes on our capacity to absorb losses, in relation to enemy 
capacity, will increase. We must clan to avoid a repetition 
of the WASP, SARATOGA, and NOHTH CAROLINA affairs. 

Course (c) is suitable as it accomplishes the major part 
of our task. The feasibility is open to question. To do this 
we must land strong amphibious forces in the SHORTLANDS, and 
at BUKA, and smaller forces at KIETA, REKATA, and possibly 
MUNDA. Short of six months, the necessary troops do not seem 
available. We must, therefore, abandon this course for the 
present. If neither (a) nor (b) can be accepted, and if we 
are forced to wait until late spring, the details of (c) must 
be considered in light of developments during the next three 
or four months. 

VIII - Selected^Course^^of^^Aotion 

Preliminary . 

1. As previously stated, information is lacking regard- 
ing the NET.*/ GUINEA part of Task Two. V/e can only conclude that 
it will go forward simultaneously with the SOLOMONS operation, 
and that the Commander Southwest Pacific will make requests for 
naval support . 

2. In any move up the SOLOMONS, the operation will be 
a continuation of Task One, and the main forces will be those 
of the Pacific Fleet. It seems logical that the command for 
that part of Task Two which involves the SOLOMONS be retained 
by the Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 

3. After consideration of the various factors involved 
in the three courses stated for the capture and occupation of 
the SOLOMONS, it is decided to adopt course (b). For purposes 
of planning the target date is March 15, 1943. 

Discussion 

4. The various phases of the course adopted are: 

The^capture of the SHORTLANDS area. 

The mopping up of intermediate positions. 

The assault and occupation of BOUGAINVILLE. 

5. Preparations . The three major items which must be 
disposed of before the attack on the SHORTLANDS can get under- 
way are: 



(a) The relief, rest, reorganization, and refitting 
of amphibious troops now on GUADALCANAL. This is covered in 
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the appended discussion of troops, 

(b) The improvement of the GUADALCAITAL position. 
Major items are: 

(1) Installation of bulk aviation gasoline storage. 
This is underway at present but will not be on a satis- 
factory basis until there is at least two million gallons 
storage, 

(2) Building of a wharf, with wei^^t handling de- 
vices, This is planned but not started. Materials are 
in the South Pacific, 

(3) Erection of housing for troops, stores, ammuni- 
tion. 





( 4 ) Completion of alternate landing strips, 

( 5 ) The ejection or other disposal of enemy troops 

on the Island, 

If we can retain command of the sea approaches for the 
next month sufficiently to prevent adequate enemy logistic sup- 
port and the arrival of reinforcements, the enemy must either 
starve or surrender. There is every reason to expect that the 
laps will make at least one more major attempt on GUADALCANAL, 

If we can repeat the successes of mid-November, there can be 
little doubt of the ultimate outcome of this phase of the 
campaign. Enemy success, on the other hand, would reverse 
completely the situation. With reinforcements now arriving, 
our situation is favorable - except for carriers, 

V.Tiile it would be desirable to have a landing strip in the 
SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, that position is not considered essential 
to the capture of the SOLOMONS, 

The positions at CANTON and FUITAFUTI are not up to satis- 
factory strength and must be improved, principally by additional 
air strength. 

Reserve air strength to maintain GUADAIUAITAL fields sat- 
urated must be built up at SSPIHITU SANTO, SPATE, FIJI, and 
NOUMEA, 

6, The Capture of the SHORTLANDS Area , 

There are so many unknown factors that it is impos- 
sible at this time to present a finished plan. It will suffice 
to outline the operation. 
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Forces. 1st wave . D day. 







Carrier striking groups, 

BB covering group. 

Cruiser and DD support group. 

Transport group - two division marine amphibious force. 
One defense battalion, plus one Acorn. 

Forces. 2nd wave . D / 14 days. 

Carrier striking groups. 

BB covering group. 

Transport and freighter group - one construction regi- 
ment and one defense battalion embarked. 




Rehearsal . On D -10 to D -5 day transport group, 1st wave, 
rehearse landing at BUTTON or ROSES. 



Embarkation points . Amphibious troops jump off from NEV/ 
ZEALAND or A.USTRALIA for rehearsal. Defense .battalion, and Acorns 
embark at BUTTON by D -5 day. Construction battalion embark at 
BUTTON by D -12 day. 




Monning up of intermediate -positions . 

Raider battalionvS will be employed in these opera- 
tions. As no intermediate position is to be developed under this 
plan, no occupation troops are required. It may develop that 
hUJNDA and REKATA will be too strong for raiders alone. In this 
case, amphibious troops may be necessary to assist. 



The capture and occupation of the remainder of BOUGAINVIT.TE 
will be completed by an amphibious division. The attack on BUKA 

O will be similar to but on a smaller scale than the attack on the 
SHORTLANDS. In each of these it will be of first importance to 
secure the landing field for our own use, KIETA will only be 
neutralized by a raid or short occupation. 

The final step is to garrison the SHORTLANDS and BUKA, and 
' release amphibious troops for the capture of RABAUL. Lessons 

learned, plus availability of Amy and Allied troops, should per- 
mit the accomplishment of this in two months from D-Day. 

Air support . It is essential that the RABAUL and BUKA air 
fields be neutralized from D -2 to D /4 day. This can be done 
C \ only if our pilots are v/illing to get near enough to hit the air 
fields. It is well known that hedge hopping technique is ef- 
fective and not too costly. No attempt is made at this time to 
detail this operation. 
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1. It will be seen that as long as the eneray does not 
capture eastern ND// GUINSA in the next three months, that the 
present status is acceptable. Y.^ith the proposed increase in 
pressure in the SOLOMONS there can be no simultaneous enemy 
threat to NEV/ GUINEA. 

2. Y/ith the SOLOMONS in our hands we will be able to 
attempt the capture of RABAUL. That task is amphibious and is 
merely a continuation of the same operation. No reason is seen 
to shift the Supreme Command to the Southwest Pacific. To do 
so would place the Command in less experienced hands. 

3* Task Two is thus restated ’’Capture and occupy the 
remainder of the SOLOMON ISLANDS, while holding in NIT^ GUINSA”. 

Instructions: Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet will 

execute Task Two except for NEW GUINEA. The South Pacific area 
is extended to the equator at 145° East, thence to the center 
of VITIAZ STRAIT, to WOODLARK ISLAND, to ROSSEL ISL/iND, thence 
South. 
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Troa .1 Ooamandar In Ohiaf. U. 3 . Pnolflo Pleat, 

Tot Comaandar In Chief, U. 3. Pleat. 



Subject 1 Future Ox>emtiona in the Solooona Sea Area. 



Beferenoeai (a) C<»olnah Secret Deep at oh 301915 of Not., 1942. 

jb| Clnopao Secret Despatch 010931 of Deo., 1942. 

(c) J'olnt Plan for Offensive Operations, Southwest 

Pacific Area, of 2 July, 1942. 

(d) WPL-46-PC, 23 April, 1942. 



1. Reference (b) commented, as reouested by reference 
(a), uxK>n certain features of the ccmipaign in the oolomona. 

This letter is intended to amplify the oanment in reference (b)^ 

2. The tenor of reference (a) was that, in exerting 
our strength against resmining Jap forces on Gtiaaaloanal, we 
are in effect becoming "bogged down" in a "frontal" operation 
when we might better out off the Jap Ouadaloanal forces by seiz- 
ing the base frcm which they are being supported. 



3. The necessity for "getting along with the war" is 
^ well recognized by the Comiaander in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet, 
and OoDvoander South Pacific Force, and every possible "short 
out" is being investigated. There are, however, certain oondi- 
tiima which delay us at this time, end I desire to describe the 
situation as I now see it. 




4. In general I consider that Task One of reference 
(o) (the seizure and occupation of the Tulagi area) will not be 
ocnpleted until this area is sufficiently seoiire, and developed. 
I also consider that the forces are not in hand for an immediate 
initiation of Task Two. It must be remembered that Task One 
was undertaken with the full knowledge of all concerned that the 
forces for the aocooiplishment of Tasks Two and Three were not 
in eight. Although the Ouadaloanal campaign has progressed 
favorably, I consider that we are now in the period v^ich is. 
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as was foreseen, one of building up our strength while taking ad- 
Tantage of erery faTorable opporti^lty to out down the enemy’s. 

In regard to the latter, the anen^ is ^parently going to con- 
tinue to expose his forces in the Guadalcanal area - a situation 
^ orer which we should perhaps not be Impatient until we hare ef- 
fected the suxieriority which will make it suitable to similarly 
expose our forces in operations against his bases. 

5. In initiating Task Two, any considerable step for- 
ward will require a superiority in sea forces, aircraft and 
troops, and our supporting bases must be sufficiently develoiied 
and reasonably secure. The superiority must not only be local, 
but t]^re should be sufficient strength to support our new base 

'w and its supply lines against the forces the enemy will throw 

against them, ^e hare learned from CSuadalcanal that such efforts 
by him are liable to be up to the limit of his resources. 

6. Sea Forces . While we hare been successful in exact- 
ing disproportioxiate losses on the enemy in the Quadaloanal oam- 
paign, I do not consider that we hare yet a superiority in sur- 
face forces. Such superiority will be brou^t about by our now 
construction and by further losses we cause the enemy, particu- 
larly in liis further efforts against Quadaloanal. This super- 
iority may bo considered to be eTentually assured, but an esti- 
mate as to its attainment places it in the late spring of 1943. 

7. Aircraft . In general it is considered that equal- 
ity in airojraft has been reached and can be quickly increased 
to superiority by allotting sufficient of our air production. 

The difficulty is to proride the air bases both ashore and afloat. 
QoweTer, we aiiould capitalize on the jraady aTailability of super- 
ior air forces to oreroome our weaknesses in other respects. 

8. Own Troops , particularly those trained for amphib- 
ious operations, are conaidei*ed to constitute a serious bottle- 
neck in our preparations for an offensiTo. Following is a brief 
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fAt i'.arlne PlTlaion - now being removed from 
Ouadaloanal, and will require until about March let to 
be ready again for active operationa. It is being as- 
aigned to the Southweat Pacific Force. Whether it will 
he available for future operations in the Solomons is 
not known. 



2nd Marine Division • two regiments now at 
O^daloanal; will probably be relieved by the 2Jth Amy 
Division; should be ready 1 February. One regiment in 
Mew Zealand which is probably ready now, 

iFd Marine Division - should be ready as a 
division on 1 March; one regiment ready 1 J’aiiucuryx an- 
other on 1 February, 



Ajny Divisions - none in training, or even 
assigned, therefore none oan be ready in lens than three 
months. 

If amphibious troops are assigned for operations in the 
Aleutians, this will, of course, make the bottleneck worse. 



9* TroQPS . Delays in our sdvanoe are svida par- 

ticularly unfavorable by the abundance of troops that the enemy 
has available to stmngthen hla poaitions. He is showing svery 
indication that hs will use freely this component of hie strength. 
Thus, the longer we sre delayed the greater the strength in 
troops ws will recLuire, 



10, Bases , It is bslisved that Guadalcanal - Tulagl oan 
bs made into a suitable base from which to support our attack. 

It is, ea yet, by no means au<^ a bass, either in development or 
aeourity. Some of the items still reqidred are: 

(a) Sufficient alirfields with full oomplementa of 
. aircraft. 
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(b) Storage and unloading facilities, particularly 
for aviation gaaoUna, 




(o) Anchorages or berths secure against torpedo at- 
tack, 

(d) i&sproved shore batteries, surface and entialr^ 

craft, 

11. y^her Strengths and WenioieBses , Our contact with 
the enaiqy to date loaices possible the folloi^ng general oocapar- 
isons: 









(a) The Jap is our equal In his willingness to 

fight, 

(b) Surface units must be considered of equal abil- 
ity axoapt that our fire control radar seema to ^va us a 
considerable advantage In low visibility, and our AA bat- 
teries are superior. We have no evidence for comparison 
In day surface action, 

I 

(o) Our air forces are definitely superior In qual- 
ity. 

(d) U. 3. land forces In the Solomons have proved 
theo&selves better armed and more skilful than the Japs, but 
we could hardly expect a continuation of the dispropor- 
tionate personnel losaea we have been able to Inflict, and 
oust realise that we will still require a superiority In 
numbers at our point of attack, 

(e) Our subxaarlnaa have proved themselves to be more 
effective units than those of the Japs, 

(f ) Our great Inferiority la In use and parfoimanoa 
of torpedoes. 
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12. ObJeotivea. 

(a) It is belieTed that the Japanese position in 
tl\e New Britain area is a noet Oiffioult one to outflank. 
The bypassing one or more of the enauy positions, even 
to the point of making Rabaul the first objeotive, offers 
strong temptation. Umever. the following factors point 
toward oonserrotiam in this respeot: 

(1) The system of bases that the Japanese hold 
outside of Hew Guinea - i.e. Kaviang. Habnul. Buka. Kieta. 
Buin. and Daamata. are mutually supporting and none, even 
Rabaul. may be oonsidered a keystone, whloh if captured 
would cause the rest of the system to oollapss. 

(2) Even if Northeast New Guinea were in Allied 
hands, it would not constitute the base of operations which 
its strategic position would indicate. This is due to its 
lack of land ooimunioationa. Its ££a^ coasnunications are 
flmked by enemy baeea. 

(3) The real comnuni cation line of any base we 
seined would unavoidably bo flanked by the enemy baees we 
bypassed. Thus it may be said that our advance cannot 
escapa being- of a frontal nature. 

(4) In order to establish a base successfully 
with one or more enemy bases in our rear, or to seize two 
or more positions simultaneously, ws would require a prs* 
ponderanoe of strength which is certainly not in sight for. 
the near future. 

(b) With the forces we estimate will be available 
I believe our question narrows down to whether our next 
objective is Buin (300 miles from Guadalcanal), or one or 
more intervening positions between there and Tulsgl. This 
decision depends on: 

(1) Relative strengths at the time we make our 

move. 
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( 2 ) Aotlvity of the enemy at the aforementioned 
Interrenlng positions, and our own oounter^neasures in 
oonneotion therewith* Heoent information shows that he 
is beginning the oonstruotion of an airfield at Munda, 

New Georgia (I 80 miles from Guadaloanal) * This should be 
interferred with as muoh as possible with our present 
means, and if the field erer reaohes the point of being 
plaoed into use, we should strike to take it over with the 
amphibious forces we hare at hand. This would deloy an 
attaok on ftiin, but would greatly facilitate its success 
by the increased air support it would render* Three hundred 
miles is a rather long step to take, parti omlarly before 
the radii of action of our dive bombers and fighters hare 
been increased* 



iseryes . Aside from the strength to make this more 
in sight the forces which will be required for the 



13. ^ 

should hare 

succeeding more* Otherwise we will have a delay siiallar to the 
one we are now exx>erienoing* It appears that the sea forces and 
air forces will be on hand, but there is no present assurance 
that amphibious troops will be* As has been pointed out. the 1 st 
and 2 nd Marine Divisions are the only eaiphlbloua txroops in the 
area and the future mnployment of the 1 st Division is in doubt* 
Tims will inevitably be lost if we dox>end upon the troops which 
make one assault to be made ready for the next one* Keoesslty 
for preparing additional amphibious troops is .obvious* 

14* Copaaand . The reaction of the Japanese to our seis- 
ure of Guadaloanal has been such that practically the whole of 
the Paoifio Fleet has bean required for operations in oonneotion 
therewith* It is firmly believed that this naval force will be 
required in the operations in the Solcxoons visualized for Taak 
Two* The present organization under Commander Couth Paoifio has 
been built up with great difficulty and is only now approaching 
its maximum effioienoy. It is therefore oonaidsrsd vital that 
the present oommand set-up of this organization be maintained 
for the prospective advance up the ciolomons* 
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15. 'lunnation . 

(a) Task One will not be oonpleted until Tulagi - 
Ouadaloanai ia secure end sufficiently dcTeloped as an air 
and naTal base* 

(b) Task Two cannot be undertaken until a super- 
iority to the encny in sea, air and land forces has been 
attained, and Task One completed as defined aboro. 

(o) One means of attaining superiority is to con- 
tinue to take advantage of the enemy's exposure of forces 
in the Ouadaloanal area. Another means of overcoming our 
weakness in other respects is to capitalize on our rapidly 
mounting aircraft p:roduotion. 

(d) Tarlous oonslderatlona require us to adopt a 
step-by-step advance up the Solomons. Due to the enmay 
activity in establishing an air base at ^lunda, that will 
probably be our next objective. 

(e) Amphibious troops constitute a serious bottle- 
neck. ilany more should be placed in training. 

(f) The opex*ationa for advancing up the .x>lomons 
should be under the saste oocuaand set- up as that for the 
seizure of CKiadaloenal. 



c_ uy A^i Ml ~rz~ 
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Commander In CMef, United States Fleet. 



Subject: 



Review of Aleutian Situation. 



References* (a) Cincpac Secret Despatch 290409 of June 1942. 

(b) Cincpac Secret Serial A16(6) 02798 of 24 

September 1942. 

(c) Cincpac Secret Despatch 221841 of Nov. 1942. 

1* It Is considered that a careful survey of the 

Aleutian situation Is necessary at this time - not only be- 
cause of Its own aspects, but because of Its bearing on future 
operations In the present major Pacific theater - the Solomons 
Sea ax>ea. 








2. Shortly after the Japanese occupied Kiska aind 
Attu, I siiggested In reference (a) that the 2nd Raider Bat- 
talion and APD's could be made available for offensive action 
provided the Army supplied supplementary troops, and then took 
over the defense of the az*ea Including the construction of an 
airfield on Amchltka. 

3, This project was not approved at the time. The 
views of the Commander In Chief, U, S. Fleet were that* 

(a) The Navy would be unable to divert forces 
from the South Pacific to counter the expected strong 
reaction of the enemy against the recapttired positions 
and their supply lines. 

(b) The move should not be made before the Army 
had occupied Atka and Adak, which It was not yet prepax>ed 
to do. 



(c) The raider battalion plus Army troops which 
could be carried In combatant ships was probably not 
sufficiently strong to accomplish the task| and in any 
case it would probably be required in the South Pacific. 
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4. The view of tba Coimnander Horthem Force (Task 
Force EIGHT) was that: 

(a) The Initiation of euch an operation woxild 
be unwise unless naval forces InolTidlng carriers were 
available to cover the operation for a long period* 



(b) In any case It should be an operation for 
demolition and not for occupation because of difficulty 
of our supplying this area along vulnerable lines of 
oosinunl cations • 

D (c) Without such an operation. It was probable 

that the Japs could be made to see that continued occupa- 
tion was too costly, 

5* 1 believe that, at the time, all eoneesnsed thought 

there was a good possibility that Klska, at least, could be 
made untenable for the enemy. Later, tMs appeared even more 
favorable after the Army occupied Adak and carried out some ef- 
feotlve air raids on Klska* 

6* However, even by 24 September, the above-mentioned 

possibility became so doubtful that I wrote reference (b), recom- 
mending that plans be initiated for the preparation by the Army 
of sufficient amphibious troops to eject the enemy from the 
Aleutians. 



7. Although the Japanese, since then, gave some slight 

Indications of relinquishing their hold In the Aleutians, and 
undoubtedly did evacuate Attu at one time, this lasted for a 
very short period* For the last month they have been vigorously 



prosecuting the establishment of their position In the area* 
Klska installations have grown by leaps and bounds, Attu la 



active again, and indications point to his occupation of Semlohl 
and possibly Amchltka* 



t 
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8* On the asauaption that there are farorable sites 

on Amohitka for airfields, X consider that it is the key to 
the situation. Tot that reason 1 sent reference ( 0 ) urging 
its occupation by the Axay. 1 herewith repeat this as an 
urgent recomiaendation* I belicTs that the troops which the 
Army has earmarked for Tanaga could much better be mored for- 
ward to Amohitka* We would thereby place ourselTcs within 
really punishing distance of Kiaka. and could render real sup- 
port with land-based air when amphibious operations against 
that place are undertaken* 

9* Recently 1 have had studies made of the present 

problem of a landing attack against Kiska* Coamander Task 
force SIGHT estimates that there are now 7500 to 10000 laps on 
this island* This is confirmed by photographs now available* 
In addition, these photographs show the defenses to be well 
placed and of considerable strength* In fact it appears that 
a landing attack mi^t be too costly an operation to undertake 
until our supply of amphibious troops is much greater than that 
now in sight* 

10* I believe that this problem of our early action 

in the Aleutians should be thoroughly reviewed in combination 
with that of making sufficient forces available in the Solomons 
Sea area. It is already clear that the placing of many more 
troops in training for amphibious operations is one matter of 
great urgency* 




C. UU.A/l MIT^ 



3 



1243 







A 

rs 



December 7th 

On the first anniversary of the war no unusual activities 
of the J’aps were reported. ' 

' 

There were no major sif^htings in the Southern SOLOMONS . 

Ground activities at GrTADALCANAL were routine. In the NSV[ GEORGIA ' 
group there was some patrol activity, the nature of v/hich is not 
clear. 

TFs 16 and 6A are operating in the CORAL SEA. TP 11 con- 
tinues at NOUImIEA, where the S^IRATOGA is believed undergoing tur- 
bine repairs. TP 42 submarines are covering the SOLOMONS chain 
and SOLOMONS SEA area with 16 subs on oatrol today. Reports to 
date indicate that these subs are not very effective. TP 65 is at 
NANDI. The RICHMOND will report to Cincoac for duty about Dec- 
ember 9th. 

The 5th Marines will be the first of the 1st Marine’ Division 
to be relieved at GUADALCANAL and the relief will be accomplished 
now. Troon disnositlons in the active area are shov/n in Comsopac 
mailgram of November 29. About 9000 Kiwi G are in NEW ZEAL.AND 
awaiting transnortation to NOUl.iEA. It seems nrobable that from 
3 to 4 thousand New Zealanders have already renorted for duty 
in NE’;V CALEDONIA. 

ULcd. 0^ Wv*, 

Cominch 071251 requests reaffirmation of the shinning i 

concentration in the SoPac area. '' i 

CTP 8 080112 gives current operations. 

There are no new developments regarding enemy intentions 
or denloyments. The build up for another nush to the Southern 
SOLOMONS continues and maru movements toward the Western ALEUTIilNS 
seem scheduled at least to raid- January. 

December 8th 

Admiral Niraitz left for San Francisco by plane to confer 
with Admiral King. The agenda Includes many important subjects 
among v/hich are our offensive in the SOLOMONS and the expulsion 
of the Japs from KISKA. 



B-17's from BUTTON dropped 326 100# bombs on MUNDA. The 
landing strip there appears about ready for xise . A planned B-17 
and P-38 strike on shipping at TONOLEI from CACTUS has been de- 
layed because rain has temporarily grounded these planes at CACTUS, 

TF 16 and the cruisers of TF 64 have been ordered to BLTTON. 
TF 64 BBs v;lll train in the CORAL SEA for two days, then proceed 
to NOUMEA. The new Sopac task force set up is shown in Comsopac 
090502 pink . 
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December 8th (Continued) 

Corasopac 090506 pink proposes a standard mine field in 
the vicinity of CAPE ESPERANCE. Mines are ready at PEARL now 
but four DMs requested cannot reach the area before January 5th. 

The SARATOGA, NASSAU, and ALTAMAHA air groups are on 4 
hours notice to proceed to BUTTON, CACTUS, or ROSES. 

The bases "CACTUS'* set up is in Comsopac 070446. 

A plane reports sinking a two-nan enemy sub off LUNGA POINT. 

Comsopac 001225 tells Cominch that the shipping accumulation 
referred to yesterday is considered warranted. 

The GREBE grounded while assisting the THOMAS EDISON at 
TURTLE ISLAND and may be a total loss. The IffiNOMINEE is proceed- 
ing there to conduct salvage. 

CTP 8 suggests that, as his search has not discovered 
convoys reported by DI in the Western ALEUTIANS, the enemy may 
be using radio deception on a large scale. While enemy radio 
deception is being practiced, this is not believed an example of it. 

MUNDA is rapidly developing as an airfield. Planes report 
the strip almost ready for use. There are no nev/ enemy develop- 
ments, except that the report of CVs in the TONOLEI area was 
probably in error. ^ 

December 9th . 

There were no major sightings or contacts in the South 
Pacific durinm the day. Other areas were quiet. 

TP 16 and the cruisers of TF 64 are returning to BUTTON. 
Admiral Lee is training his B3s in the Coral Sea and will leave 
the training area for NOUI.IEA tomorrow. The logistic supply of 
GUADALCANAL is proceeding satisfactorily. 

The PENSACOLA arrived at BUTTON. It is expected that the 
damaged NEW ORLEAITG and MINNEAPOLIS will be able to leave TULAGI 
in about four more days. Each ship hopes to be able to make 8 
knots. 

The 3-17 and P-38 strike mentioned yesterday was made. Three 
hits were made on one large ship (reported possible CV, but 
identity doubted here) and two straddles were made on a tanker. 

For the second time this month Comsopac reports evidence 
of landing strip construction at N^IMA ITUInA, BOTJGAINVILLE . 
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December 9th (Continued) ■m 

It is reported from CACTUS that our PTs are having "unbeliev- 
able success" in that area. Details are not given. 

Tliought is being given by Cominch to the installation of 
torpedo baffles for unloading at CACTUS, and for an aerial recon- 
naissance of TRUK. Both of these projects have been considered 
by Cincpac. 

CTP 8 090405 describes troops at and enroute ADAK and 
TANAGA. An Army survey party will look over AMCHITKA soon. 



The enemy is expected to run the Tokyo Express to GUADAL- 
CANAL tomorrow night. At least eleven DDs will be employed. The 
major push toward the Southern SOLOMONS is still building up and 
should take place fairly soon. Because of this, no major threat 
is seen any other place in the Pacific. 



December 10th 




Operations for the day are summarized in Cincoac Hto . 



The salvage of the TH0I.LAS EDISON is doubtful, but the cargo 
probably can be saved. 



The SABINE touched an uncharted shoal about 75 miles south- 
west of ESPIRITU SANTO. Minor underwater damage was sustained. 

The Fleet Maintainence Officer estimates that it will take 
two years and much labor and material to put the OKLAHOMA in 
service. The OGLALA had a successful dock trial on the 7th. 

The ARIZONA is, being scrapped in place. No work is being done 
on the UTAH. 



The North and Central areas are generally quiet. 

There is some indication that the move of 11 - 13 DDs to 
GUADALCANAL and the bombing of JIENDERSON field scheduled for last 
night was cancelled. V/e still believe that the laps intend to 
launch a major move to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS fairly 
soon. That being the case, no major threat toward the Hawaiian 
or Aleutian areas are seen. There have been no sightings of in- 
dicated convoys in the Western Aleutians. 




1248 



SECRE?^ 



n 



r> 

December 11th 



The operations in the areas for the day are summarized in 
Cincpac 112025. It is not clear whether or not any part of the 
11 DD Tokyo Express arrived at GUADALCANAL. Present ultra infor- 
mation is that at least one enemy DD was simk. 8 DDs were sighted 
by the next morning CACTUS search in the NEW GEORGIA area on NW 
courses . 



The first increment of the 25th Division which arrived in 
NOUIffiA this week will proceed in the same ships to CACTUS arriving 
there the 17th. 

Comlnch 092145 authorizes sending the 10th Defense Battalion 
to Sopac. Cincpac 112007 gives condition and strength of this bat- 
talion. 



Vice Opnav 112147 gives shipment plans for Sopac base mate- 
rials . 



Cominch 102220 is the first ONI Intelligence Bulletin. 
The guesses therein are not unreasonable. 

December 12th 









There were no major sightings in the South Pacific area 
today. Ground activities at CACTUS were limited to patrols. 
Shortly after midnight 11-12 local our PTs attacked the Tokyo 
Express off SAVO. One enemy DD was definitely sunk, a second is 
believed sunk, and a third was hit. We lost one PT. There were 
two air strikes on ^^JNDA from ESPIRITU SANTO during the day, and 
a similar daily strike is planned. 

The MIN15EAP0LIS departed TULAGI, making 8.5 knots. The 
NEW ORLEANS will be able to depart for SYDNEY tomorrow. It now 
appears that the ALCHIBA can be salvaged, and that she can be 
floated within two weeks. The PLYING PISH reports sinking 2 DDs 
in the SOLOMONS area. 

Names for the Naval base set up in the GUADALCANAL area 
are in Comsopac 121501. 

The SUMNER has completed the survey of HAVANNAH harbor. 

The 4th Raider Battalion is assigned to Amphibious Porce 
Pacific Pleet effective 1 January, 



Cominch 111629. All PBYs will be wlthdrav/n from advanced 
combat areas and replaced with PBM3C planes. 



Cincpac 122112. With the concurrence of the Army, Cominch, 
and Cincpac all action in connection with the occupation of TANAGA 
is suspended. 



It is believed that the enemy has no intention of giving 
up attempts to recapture positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

However, next .large scale move, probably scheduled for December 
18, is veinfo^Som^ of WE'.VAK, NPr.7 GUINEA. There is some indication 
of a plan to attack or attempt to occupy the KULUK BAY area of ADAK. 
This may be in the nature of a large scale diversion. No threat 



the HAWAIIAN area is seen at this time. 
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Deoember 13th 

In the oouth Pacific activities v/ere limited to two 
strikes on IIJIIDA. The first was 7 3-17s from EnpiHITU S-^UITO ar- 
riving in the target area at 10 a.ra. The second v«ras S.lDs escorted 
by P-38s and F4F4S from OACTUS arriving at noon. In the past 
three days five strikes have been made on IvIUNDA. While the land- 
ing field is believed ready for VFs, no report of such use has 
been received. 



The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

CinC Eastern Fleet will land agents on the COCHIN CHINA 
coast by submarine between the 4th and 6th of January. 

Rear Admiral Giffen’s groun expect to arrive NOUH'IEA 
January 4th. 

The Array plans to bomb WAKE v/ith 30 B-24s between December 
21 and 24. 

Comsopac 140932 pink deals with delay in action reports 
in his area. 

From fragmentary DI it seems that the Japs nlan some 
sort of a raid in the KTJLUK BAY area from submarines. If true 
they must underestimate our strength there. Our search in the 
ALSTJTIANS has failed to locate enem3'’ convoys often renorted by 
DI, but some landings are indicated. The unusual interest in the 
DUTCH - TJEW GUINEA area, and from there westward to JAVA maj'^ 
mean a revival of activity - nossibl^r tov/ard the northwest coast 
of AUSTJiALIA. No troop move is seen at this time. This does 
not mean that there is any change noted in the enemj'’ prime 
desire to recapture the southern SOLOMONS. Moves in liEV/ GUINEA 
and the ALSUTIiU'IS may be regarded as diversion attempts. Also, 
in NEW GUINEA there is the suggestion that an attempt is being 
made to strengthen defense nositions in that area, and to facil- 
itate air transport to and from the NEI. 

No major threat in the direction of the Hawaiian Sea 
Frontier seems provable in the foreseeable future, although 
minor raids on OAHU and our outlying positions are always within 
enemy capabilities. 
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TP 16 at ESPIRITU 3AKT0 has been placed on 4 hours 
notice, as hare the BBs (TP 64) at NOUI^EA. TP 11 is anchored 
at NOUL^EA. TP 67 Is at ESPIRITU SANTO. TP 65 is at NANDI. 



The CACTUS planes attacked the MUNDA area again to- 
day. No AA or enemy plane opposition v/as encoimtered. This 
may indicate successful bombing the past few days. 

Enemy planes were reported over TULAGI in the even- 
ing. 



The unloading of supplies at GUADALCANAL is proceed- 
ing under difficulties. There seems to be a shortage of craft 
to handle stores from the ships to the beach, and on the beach 
the facilities are inadequate. 

Comsopac 150422 is an operation summary. 

Cominch 102147 is the "Tiresome” Marine troop move- 
ment from the West Coast to the *^opac. 

Crudlv ONE composed of the RALEIGH, DETROIT and 
RICHMOND has been formed under Rear Adm. McMorris. 

The Plans Section will reexamine MIDWAY for use as 
a stepping stone to the Jap positions in the Central Pacific. 

There is nothing new of enemy deployment or inten- 
tions . 

December 15th . 

TPs 11 and 64 departed NOUI.IEA today and TPs 16 and 
6? depart EF’PIRITU BAITTC tanorrow. All will operate in the COIblL 
SEA for traininPT and to await developments. TP 11 and 16 will 
continue as TP 6l under Rear Admiral Sherman. 

Both I/ITTIDA and HE?^A.TA are now daily targets for nlanes 
from CACTUS and BUTTON in order to retard development of either 
place. A report today indicates that the bomb craters we made 
in the I.'rUNT)A strip the past few days apnear filled up. Harassing 
minor strikes are being made daily at the 3UIN airfield. 

There is some indication of Jap occupation of RUSSELL 
ISLAND. A frniall AP was renorted unloading there today. 

The GRA''’'LING reports tv/o hits in a CHIYODI type plane 
tender on November 6th and sank a small tanker on November 10th. 
Both attacks were made off TRUK. 




( Continued ) 
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December 15th. (Continued) 

An 0S2TT reports slnkin?^ a mid^ret sub near the NEW 
GEORGIA p;roup. 



for mines off GTJADALCANAL but gives a suggestion which would be 
approved . 

The meagre information of 'ATEST N®/ GCINEA and enemy- 
positions west of there is contained in Comsowespac 152350, 

Cincpac 151959 pink orders GTE B to be prepared to 
occupy AIvIGHITKA at an early date. 



ARGTURIJS, GOriY, and escort leave Norfolk about December 27th. On 
arrival at the Canal Zone the APs and GOIIY v/ill report to Cincpac 
for duty. 



improve positions in the central SOLOMONS. As previously noted, 
positions at KB-DANG and WEWAi: are expected to be occupied in 
moderate strength about the 18th. Moves toward the V/e6tern 
ALEUTIAJTS^ including KULUIC BAY are indicated. None of these in- 
dicate a lessening in the enemy desire to recapture the Southern 
SOLOMONS, It seems probable that large enemy forces are now 
organizing and training for a major push toward GUADiVLGilNAL. It 
is believed that losses sustained in the past few months have 
caused the enemy to abandon plans to extend control beyond the 
SOLOMONS. 



Ocean Areas were quiet, SIDs claim one 500 nound hit on the stern 
of a DD or CL off MUNDA bar. The only major unit sighted was a 
CV leaving TRTJK on southerly courses by the SCUTjPIN. 

The E. J. HINDS grounded in SEALAIdi CTIAOTIEL. This ship 
had about 1200 troops of the 25th Division on board. 



today off O.iHU with the ne^^i'k. 3^ fuze. Performance Indicates 
great possibilities and battle distribution of the fuze is under- 
way. 

V/ork on the OKLAHOMA will oe limited to that necessary 
to prepare the vessel to be tov^ed to the mainland for scrapping. 



Comsopac 16042A pink outlines his critical DD shortage 
Cincpac 160435 pink does not approve Comsopac clan 



Cantaln Coman with the W.P. BIDDLE, CILIRLSS GAIHIOLL, 
THOILAS lEPFERSON, I.T. DICKvIAiJ, HEPCilTAGE , MONTICELLO, OBERON, 



The enemy is making strenuous efforts to create and 



December l6th 




Aside from routine air strikes on MHTIDA the Pacific 



The INDIANAPOLIS and WILSON conducted firing tests 

. ATTTT ^ 
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December l6th . ( Gont i nue d ) 

Cominch 151650 pink requests infomation concerning 
the strength of our forces in the CACTUS - HIIJGBOLT area. 



DD shortage in the Sopac, Cincpac replied that all that can be 
done is being done (170327 pink). 



possibilities as an advanced air base and renuests information 
on it from Comsowespac. 



KISICA.. The fields as reported will not hamper us to any great 
extent. These fields are Just one more indication that the Japs 
are there to stay until thrown out. V/ith the construction of a 
fighter strip on BALLALE ISLAIJD { SIIORTL/LilDS area) underway, there 
is further evidence of the determination to defend HA3AUL with 
considerable air strength. 1 



operations in the eastern CORAL SEA. Two B-17 air strikes were 
made on MUNDA from CACTUS, The HINDS, which grounded two days 
ago in the SEALARK CHANNEL, was refloated. New Zealand patrol 
boats are now operating in the TULAG I -GUADALCANAL area. Comsopac ‘ 
170812 is an operations summary. 

Temporary repairs have been made to the COLUliIBIA turbines 
permitting speeds up to 25 kts. 

In answer to Cominch 162115 regarding disposition of 
defense battalions Cincpac sent his 180151. 

The FLYING FISH reports sinking two DDs in the central 
SOLOMONS while on patrol there since early November. 



WAKE with 24 B-24's during the night of December 22-23, 3 subs 

and one DD will be stationed between MIDWAY and WAKE to assist 
the Army and rescue personnel as necessary. 

Cominch is waiting on reports from a special survey of 
AMCHITKA before deciding whether or not to occupy that island. 

A report from the ELLIOT in the ALEUTIANS Indicates her 
back broken. The damage probably was caused by heavy seas. 



In reply to Comsopac message concerning the critical 



Comsopac 170510 pink believes V/OODLAHil ISL/JTD offers 



DI shov/s that mines have been laid by the enemy at 



December 1 7th 




Task Forces in the South Pacific, less TF 65, continue 



Orders were issued to the 7th Bomber command to attack 



(Continued next page) 
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December 17th , (Continued) 

The onlyj^^my activity noted during the day was a land- 
ing in the MDANG-area . This was predicted. Evidently Sowespac 
air was unable to prevent the convoy approach and no sizeable air 
attack on the convoy was reported. The CV sighted by the SCULPIN 
off TRUK, noted yesterday, may have returned to TRUK, It has never 
been clear why the Japs would want to use a CV in the operation to 
occupy MADANG and WEWAK. There is some evidence of Jap desire for 
a landing field in the HOLLANDIA area , VOAKDE /AoEMj. 

Nothing new is learned of enemy deployments or intentions. 
A strong push toward GUADALCANAL is still predicted, and no major 
threat in the HAWAIIAN area Is seen. 

Deoeraber 18th. 

There wer e^iin sightings in the Pacific Ocean ^U’eas 

today. Activity was^la.^Ted to the routine daily strike on the 
IvIUNDA area by SHDs from GIJADALGilNAL . 

Sopac task forces, less TF 65, continue operations in 
the east CORAL SEA. 

The CHESTER will be ready for sea at SYDNEY December 
24th, and the PORTLAND will be docked there that day. 

Cominch indicates that KIRPYINA and perhaps other islands 
of the TC3RIAND group may be suitable for an advanced air base 
for operations in the Northern CORAL SEA area. 

CTF 8 reports a B-24 strike on KISKA, Also, that a sur- 
vey party landed on Ar.'CTIITKA the 17th. 

Cominch 181315 pink is' a directive to occupy AMCHITKA 
if reconnaissance shov/s that an airfield thereon can be constructed 
TfT a reasonable time. Cincnac 182321 nink directs CTF 8 to con- 
tinue plans and to recommend forces needed. ‘Cincnac 182345 pink 
says that CTF 8 will be assigned the Naval task. Admiral Nimitz 
and General DeWitt probably will issue a joint directive for the 
operation. 

Com 12 190320 (2 part) pink gives General DeV/itt's views 
on the capture of KI*^KA. Cincnac 190215 pink states that belief 
here is that 2 divisions will be required. Rear Admiral Gpruance 
will confer with General DeWitt on this tomorrow. 

Consopac I 8 IO 56 gives planned emnlojuaent of Marine defense 
battalions in his area. 




The enemy was successful in landing at MADANG, '.iTEa'AK, and 
FINCIiAVSN. ’.Jlth the completion of this operation v/e can expect 
stepped up effort towards GUiUJALCANAL. No other new enemy develop- . 
ments are seen. 1 

Cw ^252 
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December 19th . 

All Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. A sum- 
mary of air strikes from CACTUS is in CACTUS 192206. 

TF 6l will split up into TF 11 and 16 tomorrow. TF 11 
will proceed to NOin^tEA and TF 16 to ESPIRITU SANTO. TFs 6/f and 
67 will continue operations in the CORAL SEA. 

While operating off OUADALCAITAL the GANESVOORT damaged 
one propeller and her speed is limited to 23 knots. The E. J. 

HINDS is proceeding to ESPIRITU SANTO at eight knots. Her ground- 
ing damage is limited to propeller and shafting. 

In the Southwest Pacific it is reported that an air at- 
tack on a group of 1 CL and 4 l^D west of NEii/ BRITAIN resulted in 
direct hits and possible sinking of the CL. 

General DeV/itt’s 192048 pink gives further details on 
the occupation of AMCHITKA, 

The S-35 was attacked by two enemy float planes south of 
ANTIGNAK ISLAND yesterday. These probably came from KISKA. 

There are no new enemy developments, 

Upu 

December 20th . 

There were no major sightings or contacts in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas today. 

TF 67 has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO arriving there 
tomorrow. TF 64 will arrive at NOUMEA day after tomorrow. 

The first increment of the 25th division is still unload- 
ing at GUADALCANAL and the second increment of the same division 
is being held temporarily at SUVA. 

Routine bombing and harassing strikes were made on the 
enemy positions in the central SOLOMONS, GUADALCANAL 202207. 

A survey of AI^CHITKA indicates the feasibility of con- 
structing a fighter strip within about two weeks of the commence- 
ment of the occupation, and of the construction of a bombing 
strip within about three months (CTF 8 210830). CTF 8 210215 
gives naval forces he believes required for the operation. General 
DeWitt (202304) believes that the survey renort will permit the 
operation to nroceed under the directive from Cominch. It now 
appears that the target date will be a-jout January 5th. 



( Continued) 
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December 20th . (Continued) 

Our strikes on IJUNDA undoubtedly have hindered the 
enemy, but not caused the airfield project to be aoandoned. At 
BAllaLE a landing strip is well underway. The Japs continue to 
make strenuous effort to improve their Central SOLOMONS posi- 
tion, Sixty-two vessels were sighted at RABAUL yesterday. Signs 
continue to point to another major drive toward the Southern 
SOLOMONS within the next two or three weeks. If this estimate , 
is correct no major threat toward the Hawaiian area is seen. 

December 21st. 
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No surface or ground operations of significance were 
reported during was a strike on IvIUlTDA by eleven 

SBDs from GUADALCANALf These planes were not opposed and were 
unable to see any ground activity. A few minutes later a B-17 
over the runway received AA fire. 

CTF 8 reports a strike on KISKA in his 212307. 

All Sopac striking forces are heading for or in port, 
as previously noted. 

• .nil.. 

The 25th Division, 1st increment , ^dis embark^ at GUADAL- 
CANAL today. The 2nd increment of that Division is waiting 
orders at SUVA, 

It is expected that the PENSACOLA will be ready to leave 
ESPIRITU SANTO about December 28 and the MINNEAPOLIS about 
January 5th, Hiu NEW * O RLEANS has a r rived al OVDNB Y. The CHESTER 
will proceed to Norfolk for complete repair of battle damage. 

The Army planes which are scheduled to bomb WAKE the 
night of December 22-23 have arrived at MIDWAY, 

For the CROWBAR operation Cincpac will reinforce TF 8 
with the ITJDIANAPOLIS-and 4 DD, This will not give all the anti- 
submarine forces that could be used profitably, but no others 
are available, A proposal for a joint directive for this opera- 
tion is in Cincpac 220557 pink. CTF 8 212238 pink estimates 
the AMCHITKA troop requirements at about 13,500. This number 
raises the problem of logistic support and Involves the Navy 
insofar as large escort demands can be expected, 

Cominch 191906 pink gives moves for the 10th and 12th 
defense battalions, Cincpac will reauire transportation for the 
10th, and combat loading is not essential. 






( Continued) 
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December 21st . (Continued) 

Admiral Halsey proposes to return the NEW MEXICO and 
MISSISSIPPI from the Sopac to conserve escorts and to permit 
accomplishment of watertight integrity improvements to permit 
their use in forv/ard areas. Cincpac concurs. 



The very large number of vessels seen at RABAUL yester- 
day is a fine target for air attack both from CACTUS and BUTTON. 
It seems probable that these vessels are involved in the ex- 
pected major push toward GUADALCANAL. It would be v/orth a great 
deal to break up this shipping concentration. It should be noted 
that our submarines in the SoPac area seem ineffective. Just 
why this is the case is not clear. Plotted patrol positions do 
not provide for maximum concentrations at the two main focal 
points, i.e. RABAUL and BUIN. 



The enemy today has at least four combatant CVs avail- 
able. Some are training in Empire waters. While it seems most 
probable that the next employment of the CVs will be in the 
South, the possibility of raids in the Hawaiian Area and on our 
staging points cannot be overlooked. No employment of CVs in 
the ALEUTIANS or east of the Meridian of OAHU js seen. i 



December 22nd . 

12 SBD, 5 B-17, with VF coverage made strikes on MUNDA 
shortly after noon local. Specific damage inflicted is not re- 
ported, but AA opposition was encountered by the B-17's. 

An extremely large concentration of shipping was 
observed at RABAUL. . Ships of all types, including one or two 
cruisers and 20 DDs, numbered over one hundred. It would be an 
ideal set up for a BLUE CV strike, particularly while HYPOCRITE 
(JAPAN) probably could not oppose with more than one CV. The 
danger in such an operation is, of course, enemy shore based air. 
Comalrsopac plans to strike RABAUL tomorrow with 6 B-17's, and 
the next day with at least 12 B-17's. 

The B-24 strike on WAKE was made on schedule. All 
planes returned to MIDWAY safely. Damage inflicted is not yet 
reported. 




The CROWBAR operation (occupation of AMCHITKA) is 
shaping up. Cincpac 230407 requests General DeWltt to send his 
suggested draft for a joint directive. This despatch was answered 
in DeWitt's 230016 pink. The Joint directive to CTP 8 should be 
sent along tomorrov;. 

/L 

There are no nev/ enemy develooments . 
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December 22nd (Continued) 

The press indicates that the BRITISH have raided ^ 

SAEANG with carrier based planes. The BRITISH have also 
started a land offensive against AKYAB. 

December 25rd . 

There were two strikes made on MUKDA during the day from 
CACTUS, It is evident that these almost daily attacks are hamper- 
ing Jap development. However, it was seen for the first time to- 
day that zero fighters are operating from the MUKDA field. 

No major sightings were reported in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas. The large assembly of ships at RABAUL, mentioned yesterday, 
still remains a most attractive target. The B-17 strike on RABAUL 
which was scheduled for today is not reported and may have been 
called off on account of bad weather, 

Comsopac 240616 is a summary for his area, 

CTF 17 232359 1s the report of the successful Army strike 
on WAKE. The photo reconnaissance which followed the strike als^ 
wgs successful. On the day of this strike the TRITON sank 

off WAKE, If bombing destroyed a few distillers ashore the 
Japs may have a serious water problem. 

Clncpac 232215 is the joint directive for 
of AKCHITKA. 

CTP 8 240225 gives forces proposed. 

There are no new enemy deployments noted, 
new is learned of enemy plans. 



December 24th. 

The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet except for air strikes 
in the SOLOMONS. Eleven B-17's started to bomb RABAUL. Six 
reached the target and claim three hits on an AK or AP, and several 
near mi|3S] ^ . ^^ O ther planes v/ere unable to find the target area. 

3 uo^because of bad weather. The large number of ships at 
RABAUL, plus a possible CV, previously mentioned, was reported 
by returning pilots. In this connection ClnC Pac sent his 250303 
which suggests a coordinated air strike on this shipping concen- 
tration and the redistribution of submarines to cover RABAUL 
approaches more effectively. Minor contacts made during the day 
in the SOLOMONS area are of no special significance. 9 SBD's with 
VP cover attacked landing barges and the MIRIDA airstrip. It is 
reported that the landing strip is considerably damaged from the 
past few days bombing. 



the occupation 



and nothing 
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December 24th (Cont*d) 

All task forces in the South Pacific are in port as 
follows; TP 65 at NANDI; TPs 16 and 67 at BUTTON; TP 11 and 
64 at YvUITE POPPY. 

No groimd action is reported from GUADALCANAL. The 
troops in that area have been quiet for some time. 

A Jap DD which was sunk at TULAGI is in rather shallow 
v/ater. It may be possible to recover her charts and other 
papers of value. 

The photo reconnaissance plane sent to WAKE following 
the recent strike was unable to get pictures because of overcast. 

The Allies in the BUNA area are making slow but continous 
progress in cutting off the Jap troops and recapturing two 
airfields. 

The DRUM reports that an attack on a carrier on Dec. 12th 
off Southern HONSHU resulted in two torpedo hits. 

CTP 8 plans to make a sweep to the westward with cruisers 
and destroyers starting Dec. 28th. The S-35 at ADAK had a 
serious battery fire yesterday. 

There are no nev/ enemy developments. 




December 25th 

At least two enemy submarines were reported sunk. The 
first was sunk off ST. GEORGE CHANITEL by the SEADRAGON while on 
patrol in these waters, and the second was sunk by a SWPac PT in 
the BUNA area . 

Two small enemy AKs were sighted off WICKHAM ISLAND, NE7/ 
GEORGIA during the day and v/ere attacked by CACTUS air. One of 
3000 tons was sunk. Reports from the SWPac indicate good success 
in air attacks on enemy shipping in the western SOLOMONS SEA. It 
seems probable that one victim was the ARIAKE (DD), It continues 
to be of first importance to sink enemy shipping. An efficient 
way to do this is by low altitude bombing. 

At GUADALCANAL current night nuisance raids are lowering 
our troop’s combat efficiency as indicated in Comsopac 250449, 

The logistic supply of our southern SOLOMONS positions is proceed- 
ing satisfactorily. 

Admiral Halsey is discussing air strikes on RAEAUL with 
ComSWPac, Comsopac 260612 pink. 



-(Continued) 
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December 25th (Continued) 
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The present status of the BALLALE airfield is in Comair- 
sopac 260224. 

The MONTPELIER group will arrive at NOUMEA about January 
19. TP 65 less Batdiv 4 ^Is ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO. The ACVs 
are warned to be prepared for further service. 



Further discussion of the AMCHITKA occupation is contained 
in General De Witt's 252050 pink. 



There are no new enemy developments. 






December 26th 



As has been the case for several days, the Pacific Ocean 
areas were generally quiet. SBDs with fighters made a routine 
strike on the LfONDA area. Some zero and AA opposition was encoun- 
tered. 

The 7/AHOO returning from patrol in the Central SOLOMONS 
area reports sinking one I class sub and one 5600 ton AP in mid 
December. 



There are now 161 planes of various types at GUADALCANAL, 
but full operation of these is not yet possible because bulk avgas 
storage is not yet completed. Completion of the tank farm now 
under construction is promised by January 15th. 

The 2nd increment of the 25th Division should arrive at 
GUADALCANAL about the 28th. 



Admiral King says well done to the WAKE bombers, and be- 
lieves that attacks should be repeated at Irregular intervals not 
only for the effect on WAKE but as prospective cover if and when 
we may wish to follow the attack with assault. We are giving 
consideration to other air attacks on enemy Central Pacific posi- 
tions from JOHNSTON and FUNAFUTI. 



Admiral Hepburn will report to Clncpac in a few days to 
conduct an administrative investigation of the 1st Battle of SAVO. 



There are no new enemy developments. 



u 
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December 27th 

There were no major sightings in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

A Southwest Pacific plane saw at least 51 ships anchored at RABAUL, 
No large concentration in the BUIN area has been noted for sometime. 

It appears probable that four Jap subs have been s^unk in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area in the past week. 

The NE'/V ORLEANS arrived at SYDNEY the 24th local, 

’ffhlle enroute from WAKE to the South Pacific the TRITON 
sank an AK off MOKIL (CAROLINE ISLANDS). 

All Task Forces of the South Pacific Force are in port for 
upkeep and to await developments. 

Army planes over ATTU encoTontered some AA from that Island. 
A reconnaissance plane had reported float planes at ATTU, but a 
strike sent from ADAK to destroy them was unable to find them. This 
may have been due to radar warning from KISKA . 

Comlnch 271750 pink suggests enemy CV employment against 
the HAWAII - inDV/AY line or elsewhere other than the SOLOMONS SEA 
area. This is, of cou:^^^|ijlways posslble--as was noted herein on 



December 21st, The mo st,^ employment seems to be in connection with 
another major attempt to ‘recapture positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 
Because of new airfields in the Central SOLOMONS and in NEW GEORGIA, 
the next southward push would Involve use of considerable enemy shore 
based air with better fighter coverage than was possible from RABAUL. 






December 28th. 



During the day air strikes from GUADALCANAL sank two AKs at 

O V/ICKHAM ANCHOPIAGE, NEW GEORGIA. The Pacific Ocean Areas v/ere other- 
wise quiet. 

An Army photo reconnaissance plane returning from WAKE landed 
at sea 200 miles southv/est of MIDWAY. Rescue is underway. 

The WASMUTH (DMS) broke in tv/o in heavy seas and sank off 
UMNAK ISLAND. 




The enemy probably is reorganizing and training for another 
push toward GUADALCANAL. The carriers are training in EMPIRE ’Waters. 
The bulk of other surface strength is not located but seems to be 



in the general area between TRUK and HONSHU. 
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December 29th 






There was very little activity in the Pacific during the 
day. GUADALCANAL planes made a strike on enemy installations at 
REKATA, Slight AA was encountered and there were few signs of 
activity there. Comsopac 300627 is an operation summary for the 
past few days. 

Comlnch has directed that 6 to 12 PTs now in Sopac be 
sent to ComSWPac for temporary duty. 

Comsopac 300350 gives the plans for troops in the GUADAL- 
CANAL area, and his 301223 reports present troops in the GUADAL- 
CANAL-TULAGI area. There seem to be some omissions in the latter 
despatch. The second Increment of the 25th Division has arrived 
at GUADALCANAL. 

Sopac Task Forces are still in port with TP 16 and 67 at 
ESPIRITU SANTO and 11 and 64 at NOUMEA. TF 65 ACVs and escorts were 
due at ESPIRITU SANTO at noon today. Batdlv 4 is at NANDI. 

Comsopac 300602 pink gives a plan for a cruiser and 
destrover bombardment of IJUNDA during the night of January 4th 
(local ) . 



The THOMAS EDISON, which grounded several weeks ago at 
TURTLE ISLAND, can now be considered a total loss. She broke her 
back the 19th, Most of t^e^^cargo, including 48 torpedoes, has 
been salvaged. Even better^^salvage results may be expected with 
the arrival of the new salvage vessels in the South Pacific. At 
present ATs with makeshift equipment are employed. 

North Pacific cruisers and DD escort under ReaJ!f Admiral 
McMorris will make a sweep to the v/estward from KODIAK during the 
next fev/ days. This is preliminary to the CR07/BAR operation now 
scheduled to begin on January 5th. 

There is very little known of present enemy deployment 
and intentions. It is believed that the next major move will be 
toward GUADALCANAL, and that the recently noted developments in 
the NEW GEORGIA Group and the Central SOLOMONS are primarily to 
provide better shore based air coverage. At MUIfDA, for example, 
it is now known that bombers can operate on the airfield. About 
half of the enemy carriers are believed about to complete an in- 
tensive training operation in the vicinity of HONSHU. The bulk of 
combatant surface strength is thought between TRUK and the Empire. 
Based on this, no major enemy move toward GUADALCANAL would take 
place before January 7th. But Cardiv ONE has been silent for the 
past three days. It may be enroute south. In that case a possible 
enemy target date may be somewhat advanced. Because of lack of 
definite Information, the best that can be done is to predict as 
follows: 



(Continued next page) 
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December 29 th. (Continued) 




(a) No major move on GUADALCANAL la to be expected 
before about January 7 th. 

Cb ) A giQ -j or m e v e o n GUADALCANAL I s- mo re pr obabl e 
t hg - t> ' on e- t o war d NFVV GU I N EA . 






(c) It la poaalble, but not probable, that a raid 
In atrength will be made In the near future on the 
MID? 7 AY-HA’YAII line or outlying poaitions in the 
Central Pacific. 



O 



(d) It does not seem probable that much atrength 
will be in the North Pacific to interfere with the 
CROWBAR operation. 

December 30 th . 



\f^ 






Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Comsopac 
310836. Our submarines are beginning to show improvement in the 
SOLOMONS SEA area. Enemy sources indicate that one of our subs 
sank one ship of a convoy heading from the N®V BRITAIN area toward 
PALAU and attacked another ship in the convoy about an hour later. 
(In this latter attack two torpedoes passed under the ship without 

O exploding. This is further evidence of our very poor torpedo per- 
formance). 



There are no major developments in the SV/ Pac. Ground 
forces continued to close in on Japs in the BUNA area. The enemy 
undoubtedly is improving and building air facilities on the North 
Coast of NE’.V GUINEA. 




The press reports increased air and ground action in the 
BURMA theatre. In RUSSIA extravagant reports of success against 
the Germans appear daily in the press. While the RUSSIANS must 
be successful in the present offensive, the degree of that success 
may not be as great as the RUSSIANS report. Little is known of 
our African Campaign. It seeiiB probable that the advance from the 
West has been stopped now that stiff enemy resistance is encounter 
ed. The advance from the East seems to be slowed down, possibly 
due to logistic problems. 



Comairwing TWO 31O83O reoorts a tj>-pical strike on MUNDA, 



Our logistic supply and troop replacement program to 
GUADALCANAL is nroceeding well, The second increment of the 25th 
Division will be landed by January 3 rd. Because of Admiral Halsey's 
300350, noted yesterday, Cincpac sent his 310341 pink to Cominch. 

In this connection it is recorded again that no troops are in sight 
or even contemplated (as far as is known here) successfully to 
complete tasks TWO and THREE, We know that, after jungle duty, 

o 
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December 30th . (Continued) 

troops are not available again, because of malaria and other causes, 
for from three to six months. Until we have the requisite numbers 
of fresh troops to take and keep up the offensive our situation 
in the SOLOMON SEA Area will oe unsatisfactory from the viewpoint 
of getting along with the war. Results in 1942 are gratifying con- 
sidering the fact that we have not had enough tools to work with. 
While we have managed to stop Jap advances toward AUSTRALIA and 
the supply lines thereto, we have not impaired Jap capacity to de- 
fend gains of 1942. To permit Japan to exploit her present *’Far 
East” holdings would prolong the war to the danger point. All 
this means only one thing for 1943 - more tools to work with than 
are now in sight. In addition, we must improve material, such as 
torpedoes and radio. Cincpac 310459 is one more plea for more 
tools. 



December 51st . 

For the first time in several days a cjruiser - destroyer 
group was sighted in the vicinity of the SKORTLAUDS. Bad weather 
in the SOLOMONS area probably was the cause of an ineffective strike 
today on MUNDA and of only a part of the usual daily search. The 
large concentration of shipping continues at RABA.UL.. We have 81 
merchant type in the NOUMEA-ESPIRITU SANT 0-GUDAL CANAL area. 



outlines cover for 6 APs and 1 AK in the GUADALCANAL area January 
3rd to about January 6th. 



ISLAND as a fleet anchorage. His 011136 gives his plan to relieve 
the 2nd Marine Division at GUADALCANAL and to eliminate the enemy 
there . 



Cominch states that the Army is maintaining the ALEUTIAN P-38 
squadron at twenty-five airplanes. No additional P-38 squadron 
is available at present for assignment to the A^SKAN area. This 
plane is believed the only pursuit which can igi^atlsfactorily sa 
employed in that area. 



No new enemy deployments or intentions are noted 




Comsopac 311100(3 parts ) is his Op Plan 1-43 in which he 



Comsopac (010514) plans to develop PORT PURVIS, FLORIDA 



Cominch 311815 pink is a proposal to create a Deputy 



Comsopac to relieve Comsopac of administrative details. 

CTF 8 reports an air strike on KISKA in his 312140. 



There are no nev/ enemy developments. 
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